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To the 


RIGHT HONOURABLE 
CHARLES M ON TAGUE, 


Chancellor of His M AJ ESTYs 
Exchequer, One of, the Lords of 
che Treaſury, and a Member of His 
MAJEST Ys Moſt Honourable 
Privy Council. 


4 | *O whom can FY Tryal 
of Wits more properly 
belong, than to him that 

is every way qualified for one of 


K the 7 ryers, if ſuch, as it 1s to be 
E wiſhd, were appointed by the 
| otate > And who has a better 
| Right to judge of the ſeveral 
: Differences of Witin Others,than 


A 3 he 


T be Dedication. 


he who has firſt aſſembled and 
united them AY in Himſelf ? 
"The Difference of Studies 
ſeems not greater, than the .Di- | 
verſity of Talents in Men that 
are framed for them : The Ge- | 
nins of a Logician lies not the | 
ſame way with that of a good || 
Grammarian,infomnch that Dul- | 
hard, Ludovicus Vives's Maſter, | 
uſed toſay, ashis Scholar himſelf | 
has told us, that the worſt Gram- | 
marian would make the beſt Lo- | ; 
 gician: Nor are the Talents of 
a Linguiſt the ſame with thoſe þ : 
of a Mathemarician, as appeared 
in a Tryal of Skill between an | 
Eminent Linguiſt, and a Mathe- | 
matician of no leſs Name, of our | 
Own, Bryan Walton, Biſhop of 
| or; 


T he Dedication. 
Cheſter, and Mr. Onghtred upon 
a mutual Agreement between 
chem; that each ſhould teach the 
other his Skill, The Succeſs of 
which was no other than this, 
that tho' the Biſhop proceeded 
agreat way in making Mr. Ough- 
tred a good Oriental Linguiſt, 
yet ſotar was the other in Re- 
turn from making the Biſhopa 
tolerable Mathematician, that he 
could never get hmtotake out ſo 
plain a Leſſon asthat in Euclide of. 
| ab /Equalibus, ſe dempſeris AEqua- 
ln, manent ZEqualia. And 1 ou 
| a late* Italian Author taking no-* Brice. 
tice of ſuch Studies as will not 
well aſſociate and match roge- 
ther, particularly inſtances in 
theſe A Poetical Phyſician, a Phi- 
Loſ, oppical 
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T he Dedication. 
Joſophical Hiſtorian, a Mathema- 


tical Civilian, all which are, as he 
terms them, no leſs than Monſters 


 inaLearnd Academy. Noris 


the Diſproportion between ſe- | 


veral Arts greater or more viſible, 
than even the Diſparity between 


ſeveral Parts of the ſame Art, of | 


which, toſay no more, this may | 


ſuffice for Inſtance, wich hath ' 


been obſervd by Painters, of | [ 


Men of their own Profeſſion, | 


that the greateſt Maſters in Co- 


louring, have rarely or ever pro- 
ved good Deſzgners, and ſo on 
tne contrary : VW hether it be 
eater for Colours to meet and 
mingle, than to unite good Co- 
louring and Deſign in the ſame 
Picure ; Or whether it be that 
Painters 


T he 'Dedication. 
Painters in this inherit the Fate 
of their own Colours, and that 
- different Parts of their Employ- 
; mentwill nomore unite than dil- 
; agreeing and unſociable Colours, 
| Tleave toothers tocnquire. I his 
| only I take kave to ſay, that 

| nothing is more ordinary than 

- for that as well as other Profet- 
2? ftons to abound with Pedants, 
| and Menofnarrow Spirits, whoſe 
| Heads are filled with Images all 
_* of one Colour, whereas but few 
| alas! (Sir) beſides Your {elf, 
| appear of ſo Univerſal and Comr- 
| municative a Genizs and Capa- 
| city as the Light, which is alike 
| Friendly and Impartial in the 
| Viſits it makes, and the Colours 
| it receives, diſdaining not to del- 
E _cend 


OS 
—. 


T he Dedication. 
cend equally toevery Eye, and 


to communicate indifferently 
| with all Colours. —” 
More I might add, but that 
You poſleſs another anda greater 
Quality of Light, which is the 
faireſt Thing in the W orld, and 
yer it ſelf knows nothing of it, | 
as Your Excellences are only | 
unknown to Your Self, at the | 
ſame time as they Shine ſo Vi- | 
ſible to all the World of Your | 


Admirers, and in particular to 


@ 


The Meaneſt of Tour Servants, 


Evw. Beriamy. || 
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Here preſent you Exact de i 
ntos, made Engliſh from the Ori- 
ginal, whereas that which was done 
| Lefore, was from the Icaltan, whzcb of it 
= ſelf was but a Tranſlatim. 1 ſhall ſa ay 
 zothing in Diſparagement of the Old, or m 
Favour of this New Verſvon, 1 queſtion 
| ot but that Gentleman did. his Beſt, as 1 
@ have now done mime ; and I hope this Cu- 
 rious and Critical Are will kindly receive 
8 wt, as being my Virgin-Eſſay; which may 
: encourage me to proceed to teach ſome more 
| Spaniſh Authors of great Wit and Learn- 
| ng (Strangers as yet t9 this Nation) ſoon 
to ſpeak our Tongue. 
i Nor needI offer one Word in Bebalf of 
this Excellent Book, becauſe it ſpeaks ſuf- 
tictently for it ſelf it is well known among 
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The PREFACE. 

the Learned, and was well received when 
firſs Writ, a is yet no leſs in Eſteem a= 
mong ſi meſ Men of Letters. | 

T here have been no leſs than Five or 
Six ſeveral Editions of the Original, Three 
of the [talian,Ter or Eleven of the French, | 
into which 1t was at two ſeveral times | 
T ranſlated 5 0s alſo Once into Latin, and ; 
6 often into Dutch. If all this Proclaims | 
not its Merit, at leaſt it ſpeaks its goed | 
Fortune, im the kind Reception this Book | | 
has met a inthe World. L 

Of this only 1 am to inform the Reader, | 
that Huartes a few Tears before he died, | 
made ſome Additions to, and Branch 2 
ments 1 ſeveral Places, ' entirely leaving | 
out the Seventh, in the Old, and adding the 
Firſt, Second, and Fifth Chapters im the | 
New Edition, _ a large Supplement to : 
the Proem. Z 

It would be no fall Advantage to this ; 
Kingdom (im Particular) and to the Com- þ : 
nies of Learning ( in General ) ifÞ 
this Reformation were attempted, and put 
m Prattice ; pe 4 there were Triers if ; 


The PREFACE. 


Wit appointed by the State, according to 
our Authors Propoſal, to watth the Genius 
of Children, in their far Appearances 
and E forts, whether to make the Scrutiny 
as the Antients adviſed, by leading them ' 
to the Shops of Mechanics, and to chuſe 
Trades for them, according to the Tools 
they chuſe to Play with, or to deſcend ſo 
| far as to obſerve hit Childiſh Plays and 
Dzverſzons, wherein the Man 1s ok re 
preſented in Mimature, Thus V efalius 
| te rn his Childhood to cut up Rats and 
Mice. Michael Angelo at the ſame Aze 
to draw Figures, and Galen to make Me 
dicimes. 
Bj theſe Means there would be fewer 
' Dances in the Univerſities, as well as fewer 
| Bunglers i mn the Shops ; not a few upon En- 
' qury mm the Schools and Inns of Court would 
ic p ” be ſent to take thetr Degrees m the Trades 
and Manual Arts; ther Bodtes veing made 
if C for Labcur, net their Minds; and their” 
| Genius ſs Span rather with ſuch F rofeſſions, 
| as require more good Shoulders and good 
| Bu than good Heads : Nor upon L:Xa- 


4 - mination 


The PREFACE. 


mination would there be found fewer in the | 
_ Shops, fit to fill the Places of many Gra- ; 
duates in the Univerſities. And thus by | 
this mutual Tranſplantation, in the end, the 
Unver(uties might be ſupplied with er 
Profe ſſors from the Shops, and the Shops 
agam i Return, ſtored with better Artiſts 
from the Untverfuties. Were this Care 
duly taken to prevent the Miſmatching Men 
and Prifeſſuns, what ſurer and more ef- 
fettual Way could be opened, for the Ad- 
Pancement of Learning, and the Flouriſh- 
ng of Trade at once ? 

Much more might be ſaid upon this Sub- 
jecr, but I ſhall detain you 710 longer from 
Fl Work it ſelf, not doubting m the leaſt | 
but you will be not a little pleaſed and edi- |: 
fied 2enf1 the Curious and Uncommon No- | 
trons of this Spaniard. And that you may 
be fo, bas been the Endeavour _ 


Your Humble Servant, 
F, BELLAMY, 
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His Catholic Majeſty 


AK 
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O the end that the Works ofall Artiſts 
may attain the utmoſt Pitch of Perfe- 
ction, and be of the greateſt uſe to the 
Common-Wealth, it ſeems very Rea- 


ſonable that by a Law it ſhould be provided, that 


9s” ae. ſhould not interfere with the Hus- 
bandman, nor the Weaver with the Architect, 
nor yet the Lawyer play the Phyſician, nor the 
Doctor the Advocate, but that each ſhould ſtick 
cloſe to the Profeſſion moſt agreeable to his Ta- 
lent, and let the reſt alone. For confidering how 
ſhort and limited the Wit of Man is to one thing 
and no more ; I have been always of Opinion, that 
no Man conld under ſtand two Arts perfectly well, 
without proving defective 1n one of them : And 
that accordingly none might err in the Choice of 
that which was moſt agr ecable to the Bent of his 
Natural Inclination, there ſhould be Triers ap- 
pointed by the State, Men of approved Sagacity 
and Knowledge, to ſearch and ſound the Abili- 
lities of Youth, :and after due Search, to oblige 
them to the Study of that Science their Heads lean- 
ed moſt to, inſtead of abandoning them to their 
own Choice. Whence would proceed in Your 
Majeſty s Kingdoms and Dominions, the molt 1n1- 
nitable Artiſts ja the World, as well as the molt 
a Z ACCOm- 


| # 
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To Hu Catholic Majeſty. 


Accompliſh'd Works, by this way of ſuiting Art 
and Nature. I would have the {ame thing Pra- 
&iſed in all the Univerſities in Your Kingdoms, 
ſeeing they allow not the Student to proceed to 
another Faculty till he be firſt well entred in the 
Latin Tongve; for even there ſhould alſo be 
Triers, to diſcover if he that deſigned to Study 
Logic, Philoſophy, Phyſic, Theology, or the 
Law, hada Gerizs adapted to each of thoſe Sciences ; 
if not (beſides the detriment accruing from ſuch a 


one to the State, exerciſing a Profeſſion he 1s inca- 


Pable of ) *twould be a ſhame to ſee a Man flave 
and beat his Brains for a thing impoſſible ever to be 
extracted thence. And for want of ſuch Caution 
at this day, the Chriſtian Religion is in danger by 
Pretenders to Divinity, who want proper Genius 
for it ; nay, unskilful Phyſicians have deſtroyed 
Mens Bodies; nor has the Skill of the Lawarrived 
at that Pitch it ought, for want of knowing to 
what Rational Faculty the Uſe and true Interpre- 
tation of the Laws belong. All the Antient Philo- 
tophers have found by Experience, that where Na- 
ture diſpoſes not a Man for Knowledee, 'tis in vain 
for him to labour in the Rules of the Art. But not 
one of them has clearly and diſtindaly declar'd what 
that Nature is, which renders a Man fit tor one, 
and unfit for another Science, nor what difference 
of Witis obſerved among Men, nor what Arts and 
SCICnCes aremoſt ſuitable to each Man in particular, . 
nor by what Marks they may be diſcern'd, which . 
15 of the greateſt Importance. Theſe four Points 
(tno* ſeemingly 1mpoſlible) are contained in the 
Matter here treated of, belides many other that by 
the by tall in with this Docdtrin, to the intent that 
cirious Fathers may Icarn the Art and Secret of 
aiucoyering Wit in their Children, and know how 
| iQ 


To His Catholic Majeſty. 

to apply to each the Science in which he ſhall moſt 
Excek; which Caution Galen reports his Father 
uſed towards him, when a Child, being of Opini- 
on, That the Scholar who takes pains in a Science 
with which his Genzzs and Natural Inclination ſuits 
not, makes himſelf a Slave to that Science. Ob- 
;, ſerve this, faith * Plaro, that it iS * Djal. de Juſto. 

= not a decent thing for a Freeman Demons confer with Mex 


to Drudge like a Slave in any Sci- %ery familiarly; however for 
ence whatever; *tis not tothe pur- 9 774+ that they tell them of 


poſe, ſays he, that a Freeman ſhould dh —— - -x-fyrong 
addi®t himſelf to any Diſcipline at 

the Price of his Liberty; for no Science will re- 

main 1n the Mind, that was introduced by force. 

This Father diſcovering i in his Son a proper and 

moſt adapted Gerizs to Phyſic, enjoined him to 

Study 1t, and not to trouble himſelf about any o- -. 

ther, having read in Plato a Law, 
prohibiting any one at Athens to 
apply himſelt to two Sciences, but 
rather to one only, and particu- 


Baldus ought to- have lefs FI 
Phyſic and Studied the Laws | 
fe the reaſon Cicero gave in 4 
the following Wards : 


iarly to that moſt Natural to his 
Genius, giving this Reaſon for it, 
That Man's Nature is \nSt capable 
of Exerciſing two Arts, nor of 
Addreſling abſolutely to two Stu- 
dies at once. Whence any may 
conceive of what Importance it 1s 
to a State to make ſuch a Choice 
and Tryal of Wits fit for Sciences; 


therefore ſhall have ſeriouſly 


conſulted his Genius upon 87 
the manner of getting a lives RI" 


lihood, provided it be ho- 


neſt, ought to remain fixt in #77 


It, nd that is moſt come 


mendable, if he he not con- BY 
vinced that he is miſtakem F*# 
Cicero lib, 1. $7 


in his Choice, 


Offic. 
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ieelng that Galen ſtudying Phyſic, not only Cured 
io many Diſeaſes 1n his own "Time, but continues 
fo make fo many New Doctors by his Preſcrip- - 
tions, as we ſee at this Day. Nay, had Baldzs, 
(that Celebrated Lawyer ) always Studied and 
Practiſed Phyiic, as he began, he would have paſ- 


a 4 Hed 


To His Catholic Majeſty. 


{ed but for a Quack (as he really was) becauſe he 
had not a Genizs for that Science, and the Law at 
the ſame time would have Joſt one of its greateſt 
and moſt incomparable Interpreters. 

Theretore being reſolved to reduce this ſort of 
Philoſophy to Practice, and to evidence it in In- 
ſtances of ſome Wits, 'Your Ma; jeſty's preſents as 
one of the moſt Eminent, Ries Surprizes the 
whole World, in obſerving a Prince of ſo vaſt 
REnowlege, and ſuch Confummate Wiſdom and 
Prudence. Of which I can't Treat in this Place. 
without breaking in upon my intended Method. 
in the 1aſt Chapter ofthis Book, Your Majeſty will 
diſcover and diſtinguiſh what kind of Wit Your”s 
is, and in what Arts and Sciences it would have 
brought moſt Advantage to the Commonwealth, 
had You, now our King, been Born a Private 
Perſon by Nature, | 


# 
Y 
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J C47 O pickt out the nimbleſt Witted 

& Scholars he had, whenever he pro- 
. poſe to advance. any grave, ſ{ubtil, and 
uncommon Doctrin, and to ſuch only he 
imparted his Sentiments ; being tanght by Ex- 
perience , that it would be bus Time thrown 
away, piercing empty Nodels in vain, and Learn- 
ng truitleſly {quandred, in communicating cle- 
i vated Matters to incapable Blockheads. The next 
thing he did Sages {uch a Choice) was to prepar? 
them by certain Suppoſitions in themſelves clear, 
true, and not wi de of the Concluſion : Becauſ: 
Sayings and Sentences ftarted on a ſudden, con- 
trary to the receiv d Opinion, at frlt, ſerve to 
no other purpoie (fuck precaution not being uſed} 
but to contound and perplex the Auditors, to loſe 
ineir Favour, and make them diſtaſte the Dotrin, 
The fame Method ( Curious Reader) would ! 
take with you, if you could by any manner 0o* 
means beforc-hand penetrate into and diſcover to 
me alone, what kind of Genius Your's is : For it 
it be ſuited to this Doctrin, I would diſtinguiſh; 
you from Common W its, and privately communi-- 

cate to you, ſuch new and ſingular Opinions, a; 

Wer2 Never Once thought of, nor ever entercd 


Man's 


The PROEM. 


Man's Imagination. However this not being to 
be done (our Work appearing in Public to all the 


World) it is impoſlible but I muſt needs leave you 


ſomewhat Surprized ; for if your's 1s a common 
and Vulgar Wit, I doubt not but you are perſwa- 
ded thatthe Number and Perfe&on of the Sciences 
has been by the Antients long ſince determined, 
guided by a vain Reaſon, that ſince they could 


find out nothing more to ſay, *tis a ſign that there | 


1s nothing new; and if you happen to have ſuch 
Seatiments, £0 no further, nor read any longer, 
for it will but vex you to know what a wretched 
kind of Wit you are Maſter of; but if youare de- 
{iberate and diſcreet, I have three very true Con- 
clufions to propoſe to you, which for their No- 
velty, are not a little to be admired. The fhrit 


' 1s, That of all the different Wits of Men, there is 


Spain but one (as predominant) can fall to thy ſhare, 
Vature can Unleſs Nature ſtraining hard as it were to form 
goin but two two or three Excellencies more in thee, and be- 


di ferent 

kinds of 
Pit, and 
£21 fIreece 
three. 


ing unable to effte&t what ſhe deſigned, has left 
thee off unwrought in haſte, as a rude Eſlay of an 
unfiniſh'd Piece. The Second, that to each diffe- 


rent kind of Wit correſponds one Science only - 


tranſcendently, and no more ; for which reaſon, 
if thou art not well aſſured in the Choice of what 
{uits thy Talent, thou wilt find thy ſelf very ſhort 
in the reſt, with the moſt aſlidnous Application. 
'The Third, tiat after thou haſt found out what 
SClence correſponds beſt with thy Wit, there Te- 
mains, if thon wouldſt not err, another greater 
dificulty, which 1s, whether the Practic, or 
Theory ſuits beſt with thy Gzz:z ;, for theſe two 
Parts (in,ail Scizaces whatever) are fo oppolite 


t» each otier, aud require Wits fo diverſe, that 


ney may be ſet oue againſt the other in the place 
Of 


pi Beat) 
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of Contraries. A hard ſaying this T own, and yet. 
hard as itis, whatis yetthe hardeſt of all, is, there 
is no Writ of Error, or Appeal; for who can ſay 
that he has received any Wrong ? for God is the 
Author of Nature, whodiſpenſes to each Man but 
one kind of Genizs (as I faid but now); notwith- 
ſtanding the Oppoſition and Difficulty, that les 
in the uniting them, he accommodates himſelf to 
her, and of the Sciences he diſtributes Gratzs a- 
mongſt Men, in a Miraculons way he gives no 
more. than one 11 an Eminent Degree. * There 
are diverſities of Gifts, but the ſame Spirit. And Paul 7. to 
there are diverſities of Adminiſtrations, but the * ” RR 
ſame Lord : And there are diverſities of Operations, ©? = 
but it 1s the ſame God which worketh all in all ; but the 
manifeſtation of the Spirit us given to every Man to pro- 
fir withal ;, for to one is given by the Spirit the Word of 
Wiſdom ;, to another the Word of Knowledge, by the 
fame Spirit ;, to another Faith, by the ſame Spirit ;, to 
another the Gift of Healing, by the ſame Spirit ;, to an- 
other the Working of Miracles ; to another Prophecy ; 

to another the diſcerning of Spirits ;, to another divers 
kinds of Tongues; to another the Interpretation of 

. | Toenoues: But allthefe worketh one and the ſame Spirit  _ 


| dividing to every Man ſeverally as he will, Upon 
. | the whole Matter, you ſee that even the Graces 

| Men poſſeſs 1n the Church are very different, yet 
are they all diſtributed by one and the ſame Spi1- 
. F rit, who 1s the ſource of all. The Miniſterial 


' Þþ Employments are divers, and yet 'tis one and the 
. | fame Lord whocalls both the one and the other to 
h1s reſpe&ive Funtion. Neither is the Power of 
| working Miracles equal and allke in all, though it 
. | the fame God who produceth thoſe Miraculous 

F Acts, which are performed by thoſe to whom he 
- | #as given that Power, Nor are you to wes 
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- that the Diſtribution of theſe Gifts, which pro: 


claim the Holy Spirit's dwelling in him, who poſ- 
tefſes the ſame, is without reaſon unequal. Since 
in their diſtribution, God has regard to what is of 
more Uſe and Advantage, either for the farther 
Confirmation of thoſe who already are Believers, 
or for the Converſion of ſuch as are yet Idola- 
ters. Whence it comes, that one receives from 
the Holy Ghoſt the Gift of Wiſdom to uncypher 
Divine Myſteries, and another the Gift of Know- 
ledge from the ſame Spirit; and that alſo one has 
Faith, by virtue of which, he worksa vaſt number 
of Miracles, and heals all incurable Diſeaſes ; an- 
other is armed with a power of Miraclesof another 
kind, as-of foretelling many things to Come, of 
Penetrating into the Breaſts of Men, and diſcern- 


Ing the ſeveral ſecret Springs of all their outward 


Motions. Hence is it one ſpeaks many Languages 


' (unlearned) and another is the Interpreter to un- 


terſtand them all, becauſe, as I told you before, 
it 1s one and the ſame Spirit who is Author of all 
theſe Gifts, and who diltributes them according 
to his good Pleaſure. 
[ queſtion not in the leaſt but God made that 
ditribution of Sciences with regard to each Man's 
Wit and Natnral Gerizs, ſeeing the Talents he 
beſtow'd in * Sr. Matthew ( ſays 
the ſame Evangeliſt) that he di- 
{tributed them to each according to 
bc own Virtue, For "tis a very 


-eve 7 br Seat in the Soul, grols Miſtake to fancy that theſe 
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them with Wiſdom in Organizing their Brain af- 
ter ſuch a manner as was every way becoming an 
Inſtrument appropriated to Reaſon and Diſcourſe. 
= To this purpoſe ſpeaks Sacred Writ, * He has 
4 filled them with the Spzrit of God in Wiſdom, in Know- 
= ledge, 17 Underſtanding, and in all manner of Work- 
n © manſhip. And according to the difference of each 
r By Man's Wit, one Science was rather infuſed than 
'- Þ another, and more or leſs ofeach of them, which 
5 © may be underſtood by the ſame Inſtance of our 
r F firſt Parents; for when God filld *em both with 
Wiſdom, *tis agreed on by all hands, that he gave 
leſs to Eve, which was the Cauſe ( ſay the Di- 
om | vines) that the Devil undertook to ſeduce her, 
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eS | ſhall prove by and by) 1s, that the Natural Com- 
poſition of Woman's Brains is not ſuſceptible ei- 
ther of much Wit or great Wiſdom. We ſhall 
Il F find the ſame thing in Angelic Subſtances, that 
& | God toraiſe one Angel to greater Degrees of Glo- 
_F ry and moreeclevated Gifts, gave him firſta more 
at | delicate Nature. And if one ſhould ask the Di- 
'S Þ vines, of what uſe is that Delicate Nature, they 
1 | anſwer, That an Angel who is of a more Eleva- 
ys þÞ ted Underſtanding, and refined Nature, more 
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1l- | readily inclines to the Will of God, and more 


to | efficaciouſly employs thoſe Gifts, the ſelf ſame 
'y | Thing happening evenamong Men. 
le ® Whence may manifeſtly be inferred, that ſee- 
ot Þ ing there is a difference of Wits for Supernatural 
ne Þ Sciences, and that all kind of Capacities are not 
| fitInſtruments alike for them, by far greater reaſon 
1d BÞ Humane Learning requires it, becauſe what Mezz 
eg | learn is purely by force of their Wir. 


not daring to tempt Man, as being in awe of a 
Superior Wiſdom. The reaſon of this ( as we 
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The Deſign of this Work is to know and d1- 
ſtinguiſh the Natural Differences of Human Under- 
ſtanding, and how with Skill to apply to each the 
Science he may moſt Excel in. If I gainmy Point, 
[ ſhall give God the Glory, from whom'proceeds 
all that is Good and Profitable. And if not (know 
Wiſe Reader) that to Invent and Perfect an Art 
at one and' the ſame time 1s impoſlible, becauſe 
Humane Sciences are ſo large, and of fo wide an 
Extcnt, that no Man's Lite 1s ſufficient to diſcover 
them all, and to bring them to their due Perfeci- 
on. The firſt Inventor does enough to point out 
ſome conſiderable Principles, from which, like 
Seeds, others may take occaſion to raiſe the Art 
to its Height. Aritotle, in allnſfion to this, ſaid, 
That we ought highly to eſteem the very Errors 
of thoſe that firſt began to Philoſophize, becauſe 
tis {o very difficult to invent new things, and ſo 
eaſy to add to what has been Invented and Diſco= 


vered ; for this very reaſon the Errors of the firſt 
Inventor ought not much to be blamed, no more 
than the Improvements of him that adds, to be: 


extravagantly Praiſed. I readily confeſs this 
Work may not be abſolutely free from Errors, 


_ the Matter being 1o nice and delicate, and beſide: 
{| had no Guide to lend me a hand in this difficult 


and untrodden Way. But if they happen to be 


in the Matter, wherein the Underſtanding has: 


room to expatiate, 1n that Caſe (Ingenions Rea- 
der) I intreat you, before you play the Critic, 


to read the following Preface, where you will 


lee the Reaſon why Men are of different Sen- 
timents, and then to go thorow with the Book, 
to diſcover what kind of Wit your's is, and if you 
12d any thing not well faid according to your 
Sciule, Carefully confider the contrary Reaſons 

that 
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that ſeem to have more weight with you, and if 
you know not how to reſolve them, return toread 
the Thirteenth Chapter, where perhaps you may 
meet a ſatisgxtory Anſwer. Farewell. 


_— ——— 


The Author's 0 pplement to the 


| foregoing Proem, 


The Reaſon why Men are of different Sentiments 
aud Opinions. 


Have for ſome Days paſt been perplext in 

my Mind with a Doubt (Curious Reader) of 

which conceiving the Solution to be very 
difficult, and hid from my Underſtanding, Iown 
[ have always hitherto diſlembled it; but now, 
that I can no longer endure to be ſo often Teiz'd, 
I am reſolved to find the Decifion of it, coſt what 
= it will. This Doubt is to know how it can be, 
©: ſreing all Men are of the ſame indiviſible Species, 
andthe Powers of the Rational Soul (the Me- 


P mory, Underſtanding, Imagination, and Will ) 


= of the ſame perfe& Nature in every Body, and 


| which encreaſes the Difficulty, the Underſtand- 


Ing, a Spiritual Faculty, and aCting with material 
} Organs, yet nevertheleſs we ſee by Experience, 
8 fa Thouſand Perſons meet together, to give their 
Opinion upon any Point,cach will have his particu- 
} lar Sentiment, and not one Man's ſhall agree with 
; anothers, whence comes that Saying, That there 
| ae a Thouſand Differences of Opinion among Men, that 
» each diſcerns things, and uſes them after his onn Fa- 
I ſrion, 


The A4uthor*s Supplement 
ſion, that their Iaclinations are ever diſagreeing, and 
tie Deſi? ons of ev Y Has Life wholly New 01d Sint- 
gular. 

Not one of the Antient or Modern Philoſopher Y 
that I know of has ſo much as touched upon this 
Dithculty to clear it, according to my Opinion, 
from its Qbſcurity, although every one complains 
enough of the Difference of Mens Judgments and 
Guſts. For which reaſon I muſt break the Ice, 
and open the Way, making uſe of my own In- 
vention, as in ſome other Important Queſtions, 
which have never yet been diſcuſs'd by any Body 
elſe. I find therefore in the particular Compoſt- 
tionof each Man, there is a certain Je ne ſgay quois, | 
that makes us naturally fall into this diverſity of | 
Opinions, nay whether we will or no, which is | 
neither Hatred nor Paſſion, nor an Inclination to 
ſpeak ill, or contradict, as they imagine that 
Write long Epiſtles Dedicatory, to thoſe they 
call their MMecenas's, imploring their Favour, and 
{ſingular Protection ; but to. aſſign what it 1s, and 
by what Principles to be attained, there lies the 
Point, and Knot of the Buſineſs. , 

' To underſtand this then it muſt be obſery? a, 
that it has been the old Opimion of ſome great 
Phylicians, that be we what we will who inhabit 
the intemperate Regions, we are actually and in 
earneſt ſickly, and have ſome hurt, although that 
we were begot and born with it. and never enjoy- 
ed a better T1 emperament, yet we percetve 1t not, 
but if we arm againſt the depraved Actions of ou? 
Faculties, and the Cares that are incident every 
moment (not knowing whence or why) we ſhall 
f0on be of Opinion, that there 1s no Man can fay 
11 truth he 1s tree from Pains and Diſeaſes. * 


All 


to the foregoing Proem. 
All Phyſicians: agree, that” perfe&t Health in 
Man confiſtsin a certain Equality of the four Firſt 
Qualities, wherein Heat over-ballances not Gold, 
nor Moiſture Drineſs; from which Equality when 
ever a Man receds, *tis impoſlible he ſhould be ſo 
well as heus'd to be ; and the reaſon of it is elear, 
becauſe when a Man is in right Temper; he a&ts 
perfealy well, and it cannot well be otherwiſe }. 
| when a Man 1s in 1ll Temper :(which 1s the con- 
I. trary) but his Faculties will be Vitiated, and his. 
Aftions ſomewhat defective. Now to preſerve. 
» | this State of Health, Heaven ought always to ſhed 
5 | the ſame Influence, there ſhougd be neither Win- 
> | ter, nor Summer, nor Autumn, Man ſhould not 
, | roll on through the Courſe of ſo many Years ; the 
f | Motions of Soul and Body ſhould always be equal 
5 | and uniform; in Sleeping and Waking, Eating 
o | and Drinking, they ſhould be moderate; minding; 
t | nothing but to maintain this good Temperament, 
y Þ whichisa thing unattainable as well by the Art 
4d 8 of Phyſic as by Nature. _ EI 
4 BB God only had done this in the Perſon of Azam, 
ie | placing him in the earthly Paradice; -and giving, 
| him the Tree of Life to eat, which had that Proper- 
4, I fy to preſerve Man in the ſame Degrees of perfect 
at 8 Health, with which he was Born. But other Men 
it Il living as they do, in ſome intemperate Regions, 
in | and ſubject to ſuch Alteration of Weather, in the 
Winter, Summer and Autumn, and paſling thro? 
| ſo many different Stages of Life, and eating, ſuch 
| variety of Meats, hot and cold, muſt of Courſe 
| Imd themſelves diforder'd, and that they hourly 
 tbſe that happy Harmony of thoſe four Firſt Qua-_ 
| lities, which we ſee evidently in all Men that are 
Born, ſome are Flesmatic, others Sanguine, ſome 
holeric, others Melancholic, and not one Tem- 
h perate 
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perate, except by Miracle ; and if there be any 
ſuch, his good Temperament laſts not a moment 
without Change and Alteration. — 
Galen blames theſe Phyſicians, declaring they 
ſpeak with too much Rigour ; for Man's Health 
conſiſts not in an indiviſible Point, but has ſome 
ſcope and latitude ; for the firſt Qualities may 
ſomewhat decline from the perte& Temperament, 
without our falling Sick upon it. The Flegmatic 
are Vifibly far from it, becauſe of their too great 
Coldneſs and Moitture ; the Choleric, by reaſon 
of their exceſſive Heat and Drineſs ; the Metan- 
cholic, becauſe of heir extraordinary Coldneſs 
and Drineſs ; yet nevertheleſs all theſe fail not to 
live in Health, without Pain or Sickneſs; and tho* 
it be true that they are not ſo perfectly well as 
thoſe that are temperate, yet they ſubſiſt without 
any conliderable Inconvenience, and without ha- 
ving recourſe to Phyſic. For which reaſon Phylic 
it ſelf conſerves them in their natural Diſpoſitions, 
though Gale ſaid that theſe were Vitious Intempe- 
rances, and that they muſt be treated as Diſeaſes, 
applying to each the Qualities contrary to them, to 
reduce them to that perte& Health, in which is 


no Pain, or Infirmity whatever. Of this we have 


plain Proof; for Nature in all her Efforts and In- 
clinations endeavours not the Preſervation of him 
that is of an 11] Conſtitution, ' by things that accord 
with his Nature, but to this end will always ra- 
ther uſe thoſe that are moſt contrary to it, as if he 
really were lick; thus we obſerve the'Summer 
agrees beſt with the Choleric, the Winter worlſt ; 
and that Wine inflames him, but Water makes 
hum eaſter and pleaſanter; which occation'd Hip- 
pocrates to lay, That the Good and Welfare of a ot 
Conſtitution conſiſted in drinkins Water, and in Re- 


freſhments 


to the foregoing Proem. 
freſhment. But to attain the end I propoſe, there 
1s no neceſſity to ſay, that this evil Conſtitution is 
a Diſeaſe, as theſe Antient Phyſicians have dire&- 
ly maintain'd, or an imperfe& Health, as G'aler 
rather intimates, ſince neither the one nor the 
other Opinion, is to be clearly drawn from what 
[ pretend to prove, but the cauſe of the ill Conſti- 
tution of Men, and their not being in the Purity 
and Vigour of their Natural Conſtitution; is, that 
they are inclined to quite different Guſts, and 
Appetites, not only in what touches the Iraſcible 
and Concupiſcible Faculty , but alſo in things 
which regard the Rational Soul. Which we may 
eaſily obſerve, if we run through all the govern- 
ing Powers in the Man of 1ll Conſtitution. He 
that is Choleric, following his Natural Faculties, 
requires cold and moiſt Meats; and he that is 
Phlegmatic, claims hot and dry. The Choleric 
purſuing the generative Virtue is employ'd in 
queſt of Women, who are the Averſion of the 
Phlegmatic. The Cholerzc, according to the Ira- 
{cible Faculty, is Ambitious of Honour, aſptring 
to Greatneſs and Glory, to Command and Ruke 
like a Superior, and Magiſterially : The Phleg- 
matic has more ſatisfa&tion in Sleeping ſoundly, 
than in being Lord of the Univerſe; but now to 
what end ſerves this Knowledge of the different 
Inclinations of Men ? It 1s to conſider the Diver- 


ſity there is amongſt the ſame Perſons, Choleric, 


Phlegmatic, Sanguine, or Melancholic, becauſe of 
the vaſt difference between Choler,Phlegm, Blood, 
and Melancholy ; in order to underſtand more 
clearly, that the Variety of Ill Conſtitutions and 
Diſeaſes among Men 1s abſolutely the Cauſe of the 


Diverſity of their Judgments, (as far as reſpets 
the Rational Part) it will be convenient to ſet 


\ 
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down here an Inſtance in the External Faculties, 
becauſe the ſame thing we obſerve in them, we 
may alſo conclude in the others. 

All the Natural Philoſophers are agreed, that 
all the Faculties with which an A& of Senſation 1s 
performed, ſhould be clear and pure from the. 
TinQures of the ſenſible Obje&; not to make quite 
different and abſolutely falſe Reports of the ſame. 
For Inſtance, let us ſuppoſe Four Men defective 
in the Compoſition of the Organ of Sight, and 
that in one, a drop of Blood ſhould be mixt with 
the Chriſtallin Humour, in the other a drop of 
Choler, in the third one of Phlegm, and in the 
fourth one of Melancholy; it theſe know nothing 
of their Defe&s, we will lay before their Eyes a 
 Pteceof Blue Cloath to judge of its true Colour; 'tis 

certain the firſt will fay tis Scarlet, the ſecond that 
It 1s Yellow, the third that it is White, anq the 
fourth that it is Black, and that each of them would | 
make no difhculty to ſwear it, and to ridicule his 
_ Companion upon it, as a Fellow that ſuffers him- 
felf to be deceived in a thing ſo clear: Andif 
we ſhould let theſe four drops of Humour tall 
down to the Tongue, and give to theſe Four Pcr- 
{ons a Glais of Water to drink, one would ay, 
it was ſweet; another. it was bitter ; the third, 
it was falt; and thelaſt, that it was ſower. Thus 
you tee here Four different Judgments in two 
Qualities, becauſe each has his ſenſory Organs 
tinctured, not one of them. all hitting upon the 
Truth. The ſame Reaſon and Proportion 1$ 
kept by the internal Faculties, in the Place of their 
Objects; and thus it would be ſhould we carry up 
tice Four Humours even to the Brain; if they 
Fappened to cauſe an Inflammation there , we 


ſhould ſee a Thouſand ſorts of Follies and Extra- 
Oi Vagancec*, 
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vagances ; whence comes the Saying, That every 
Man has his blind-ſide, in which he 1s obſtinate. Thoſe 
who are not incommoded with this Diſtemper'd 
Exceſs, ſeem to be of a very ſound Judgment, and 
ſpeak and do very Rational Things, and yet in 
effect are Extravagant, but do not refle&, upon it, 
becauſe of the calm and moderate Temper they 
poſſeſs. 


Phyſicians have no better a way to know if a 


: Man be ſick or well, than to refle& on his Actions; 


for if they are Rational and Sound, he is in_ 
Health ; but if they are Evil and Deprav'd, it 15 
an infallible Indication of his being Indiſpoſed. 
Upon this Argument the great Philoſopher De- 
mocritus inſiſted when he proved to Hippocrates, 
that Man from the Day of his Birth to that of his 
Death, as to his Rational Acts, was nothing elſe 
but a continual Diſeaſe ; Every Mar, ſays he, 
from his Birth is but a Diſeaſe ;, when he is brought up 
he is Helpleſs, and wants the Aid of another ;, when he 
encreaſes in Strength, he becomes Inſolent, muſt be 
Corrected, and have a Maſter when he 15 at full 
Strength, he is Raſh ; wien he declines to Old Are, he 
is Miſerable, does nothing but Vaunt and Prate of his 
paſt Labours ;, at length he drops with his fair Qualities 
into the Ordeur of his Mother”s Belly: Which Words 
were admired by Hzppocrates, who finding them 
{0 true, and being convinc'd by them, recounted 
them to his Friend Demagetes, And returning to 
Viſtt him, who reliſhed a Treat of f{uch high 
Wiſdom, he ask'd him why he laugh'd without 
ceaſing, upon his ridiculing all Mankind. To 
which he returned as follows. Dor't you ſee that 
the whole World is Raving mad 'in a burning Fever, 
ſome buy and feed Kenels of Hounds that are to Devour 
tnem ;, others run Mad after Hinting-Horſes, theſe 
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would command many People, and yet know not ſo much 
as how to govern themſetves ;. thoſe take Wiyes to drive 
away Incontinence, and yet burn with Love, and ſoon 
prove as irreconcilable in their Hatred ;, they die with 


deſire to have Children, and when theſe Children are 


once grownup, they turn them ont of Doors, Ail theſe 


unprofitable tranſient Cares and Aﬀc&ions, what are 
they but fair Tokens of their Folly ? Nor do they ſiop 
there, for having no greater Enemy than Quiet, they 


wage War one with another, depoſing their Kings, ad- 
vancing others totheir Dignities; they account it aGlory 


to Murder one another, or rather turn their Swords a- 


gainſt their own Mother*s Breaſts; goon wickedly ſearch - 


71g inthe Bowels of the Earth, which adminiſters Matter 
to all their Crimes; continuing after this manner all 


along, recounting the various Capricio's of Men, 


and the monſtrous things they da and ſay, by 
reaſon they are all diſtemper'd. In fine, he told 
him, That this World (to ſpeak properly) was but one 
reat Bedlam, where every Man's Life was an apree- 
able Comedy to make Jport for all the reſt, and that 


truly was the Subject of his fit of Langhter : Which 


Fiippocrates having heard, cryed out aloud, tell- 


ing the. Avderites, Democritus 1s 70 mad Man, but 


the Wiſeſt of Men, and one that can make us all Wiſer. 
If we are not all miſtaken, we that live in Tem- 
perate Regions, and eat with moderation, ſhall 


all have, though not always, yet for the moſt 
part, the very ſame Optmons, the ſame Inclina-. 


tions, and the lame Conceptions; and would eve- 


xy. one take the Pains to reaſon and judge of any 


Point of Difficulty, almoſt all at the fame initant 
would be of the ſame Sentiments : But living 2s 
we doin Intemperate Regions, and in thoſe ſo ir- 
regularly, in what relates to Eating, and Drink- 
ng, belct with fo many Paſſions and Cares, and 
1 , ſubject- 


i 


fo the foregoing Proem. 
ſubjected to every Change and Alteration of Air 
and Weather, it 1s impoſlible but we ſhould be ſick, 
or at leaſt indiſpoſed ; and as we are not all ſick 
of the ſame Diſeaſe, ſo uſually we are not all of 
the ſame Mind, nor eſpouſe the ſame Opinion; 
but each in proportion to his Evil Conſtitution. 

"The Parable of St. Luke agrees excellently well 
with this Philoſophy, which ſays, that a certain 
Man went down from Feruſalem to Ferico, and fell 
among Thieves, which ſtript him of his Raiment, and 
wounded him, and departed, leaving him half dead ; 
which ſome Doctors explain, ſaying, That this 
Man thus maim'd, repreſents Humane Nature af- 
ter it had finn'd; for God Created him moſt per-_ 


-fet, with a Conſtitution and Temperament, na- 


tural and agreeable to his Kind, beſtowing on him 
many Supernatural Graces for his greater Perfe- 
Aion, and among others Original Juſtice, by 
which Man gained entire Health, and as Harmo- 
nious a Conſtitution, as he could wiſh. Where- 
vpon St. Auſtin calls it the Health of Nature, be- 
cauſe it was from it proceeded that excellent Har- 
mony in Man, which ſubjects the Inferior Part to 
the Superior, and the Superior to God ; all which 
Graces he loſt in the very inſtant he Sin'd, when 
he not only ſaw himſelf deſpoiled of his Gifts of 
Grace, but of thoſe of Nature, alſo, remaining as 
maim'd 1in both at once. But be that ſo or not, let 
us conſider his Deſcendents, in what State they are, 
and what Actions they perform, and we ſhall eaſi- 
ly perceive they could not proceed, but from 
Men Mail'd and Diſtempered. At leaſt, as to 
what reſpects Free-W1ll, *tis a certain and judged 
Caſe.that tince heSin'd,he remain'd ina manner half 
dead, deprived of the Strength he had before, be- 
cauſe at the ſame inſtant Adam Sin'd, he was caſt 
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ont of tine Terreſtrial Paradice, a very Tempe- 
rate Place, and was depriv'd of the. Fzuit of the 
Tree of Life, and of other means: he had to pre- 
ſerve his good Conſtitution. The Life he after- 
wards led was exttreamly Painful, he made the 
' Farth his Bed, was-.expcſcd to Heat, Cold, and 
ail the Injuries of Weather; the Country where he 
dwcealt,was Intemperate, his Meat and.Drink con- 
trary to his Health; to go bare-Footed and Naked, 
to Sweat and Slave, to ſpin out, and get a Liveli- 
hoad ; to have neither Houſe,nor "Home: to wander 
is 6m Place to Place; for ſnch a Manas he eſpecially 
it had been ſo nic ely Educated, doubtleſs might 
= ry well render him Unhe althful and Diſtemper- 
ed: 80 that there remained not in- his Body ans 
ge: Zn that was not inthe ſame Condition, or that 
d Act witih the accuſtomed Sweetneſs and 
zour. Beino { Diſtempered he enjoyed his 
Wit = and beget Cain, a CHA of. ſuch a Perverſe 
nd Maltcions Spir' t, Proud, Rough,. Shameleſs, 
F nvious, Wicked, and of ſuch Corrunted Man- 
hors, as he tranimitted, together with that State 
: aÞ: :1ired Health , ris dangerous Diſorder to 
7 HOLT RACE, Wi cicns being of Opinion, . that 
Pareugs Difcaſes fail not to defend Lo the 
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Put 2 great Objection aries againſt this Do- 
| TCqQuiring no ilight . Solution , which- 45 
; Suppol> it be true that all Men are Diſtem- 
d and of evil Conſtitution, as we have prov'd; 

and that from cach ill Conſtitution 13 bred a de- 
or 7d Opinion, what Method ſhall we take, to 
diftin;uiſh who ſpeaks Truth amoneſt {ſo many 
verfons that pretend to be, Jndges of it? For if 
-1ef2 Four Men, of whom we formerly, ſpoke, 
1/216 all miſtaken un their Judgment of the Piece 
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to the foregoing Proem. 
of Blue Cloath they ſaw, and had each an ill Tin- 
Fure in his- Sight, may not the ſame happen in 
other things, -if each ſhould have ſome particular 
Diſtemper in his'Brains ? and after. this manner 
Truth would remain hid, without any Body be- 
ing able to diſcover. it, becauſe all the World is 
Crazed and Diſtemper'd. *''- 
To which 1 anſwer, That the Knowlege of Man 
is Uncertain and Doubtful, for the Reaſons 1 
have mentioned ; but beſides, that *tis to be obſer- 
ved, thatneverany 1ll Conſtitution attends a Man, 
but if it ſhould debilifate: him in one Faculty, in 
the ſame proportion it ſtrengthens him in another 
and if you would have it fo, in that which re- 
quires a different Temperament : For Inſtance, 
If the Brain being well temper'd, ſhould happen 
by Exceſs of Moiſture to loſe its good Tempe- 
rament, aſſuredly the Memory would thereby 
prove more Excellent, but the Underſtanding im- 
pair'd, as we ſhall hereafter make out : And if he 
loſes-this good Temperament. by too much Dri- 
neſs, the Underſtanding will be thereby encrea- 
{ed, but the Memory diminiſh'd. So that as to 
what concerns the Operations relating to the Un- 
derſtanding, a Man that has a dry Brain, ſhall 
much more Excel therein, than he that has a 
founder, and more temperate one : And for the 
Operations of the Memory, a Man of a bad Con- 
Ititution, becauſe of his too much Moiſture, ex- 
cels much more in that thana Man of the beſt Con- 
ititution in the World ; for, according to the 
Opinion of Phyſicians, Men of the worſt Conſti- 
tution, - in many things ſurpaſs thoſe of the belt: 
For which reaſon faid Plaro, it is a Miracle to find 
2 Man of an excellent Wit, that has. not ſome 
Madneſs (as.much as-to fay,a hot and dry Diſtem- 
OE ” per 
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per of the Brain;) ſo that there is an intemperate 
Diſtemper appropriate to one ſort of Science, 
which is quite contrary to another. Therefore 
*tis requiſie a Man ſhould diſtinguiſh what kind of 
Infirmity and Diſtemper his 1s, and what Science 
in particular it ſuits with (which is the Subje& of 
this Treatiſe) for in that Science he ſhall diſcover 
Truth, but 1a the others he ſhall only make Con- 
jequres at random. | 
_ Menof Harmonious Conſtitutions, .aswe ſhall 
hereafter prove, have in a degree of Mediocrity 
2 Capacity for all Sciences, though they will never 
excell in any ; but thoſe that are otherwiſe, are 
fit but for one only, which if they happen to hit 
upon, and Study with Care and Application, they 
may be aſſured to ſucceed wonderfully in it; but 
it they fail in their Choice and Application, \ 'ey 
will make but ſmall Advancements in the other 
Sciences. Hiſtory confirms to us, that eackt Sct- 
ence was diſcover'd by Men of 1ll Conſtitutions. 
It Adam and all his Children had continued in 
the Terreſtrial Paradice, they would have had no 
occaſion for Mechanic Arts , nor any of the 
Sciences now taught in the Schools, nor would ' 
they as yet have been found out, or Practiſed ; 
for inaſmuch as they went bare-footed and naked, 
they wanted neither Shooe-makers, nor Taylors, 
1aor Weavers,no more than Carpenters,or Maſons, 
becauſe there was no Rain in this Earthly Garden 
of Pleaſure, nor was the Weather too hot, or too. 
cold, that they needed any Cover or Retreat. 
Nor was there any Scholaſtic, or Poſitive Divi- 
nity, much leſs was it branched out as 1t 1s now, 
pocanie Aja not having Sin'd, Jeſlns Chriit was 
not Born, of whoſe Incarnation, Lite, and Deatn, 
5 alfo of Or:ginal Sin, and the :Remedy thereby 
| obtained 


fo the foregoing Proem. 

obtained, this Science canſiſts. There had been . 

leſs of the Knowledge of the Law, becauſe the 

| Juſt have no occaſion for Law and Right ; all 

_ things had been in Common, there had been no 

Mine nor Thine, which are the cauſe of Law Svits 

and Quarrels. Phyſic had likewiſe been ſuper- 
fluous, Man had then been Immortal, and free 
from the Corruptions and Changes —_—_ Diſ- 
Life, 


eaſes ; all had eat of the Fruit of the Tree o 
which-had that Property, daily to repair our Ra- 
dical Molſture. Lt, 

Adam no ſooner Sin'd, but he began to fall up- 
on the Exerciſing of all the Arts and Sciences, as 
neceſlary to ſupport his Miſery. The firſt Sci- 
ence that appeared in the Earthly Paradice, was 
Skill of the Law, by means of which was form'd 
a Proceſs, with the ſame Order of Juſtice, as at 
this day obſerv'd, citing the Party, and declaring 
the Crime he was accuſed of, the Accuſed an- * 
ſwering, and the Judge pronouncing Arreſt o 
Judgment, or Condemnation. 

The ſecond was Divinity ; for when God ſaid 
to the Serpent, Ard ſhe ſhall bruiſe thy Head, Adam 

' underſtood, as he wasa Man, whoſe Underſtand- 
ing was full of infus'd Sciences, that to repair his 
Fault, the Divine Word was to take Fleſh in the 
Virgin's Womb, who by her happy Delivery 
ſhould trample under her Feet the Devil, and all 

| his Powers, by which Faith and Belief he was 
| Saved. | | | E 
After Theology ſoon came the Military-Art; 
becauſe in the way Adam went to eat the Fruit of 
Life, God had placed a Gariſon and Fort, into 
which he had putan Armed Cherubim, to diſpute 

fne Paſlage. 
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| Next the Art-Military, came alfo Phyſic, bee 
cauſe Adam by Sin became Mortal, and Gorrup- 
tible, ſubje& to an infinite number of Dolours 
and Infirmities I 
All theſe Arts and Sciences were firſt exerciſed 
there, receiving afterwards their due Improve- 
ment, and Perfe&ion, each in the temperate Re- 
gion, beſt adapted to it, by means of Men of Wit 
and Ability every way qualified to invent them. 
_ Whereupon I conclude ( Curious Reader ) 
frankly conteſſing my ſelf to be of evil Conſtitu- 
tion; and Diſtemper'd, and that you may well be 
ſo, being Born as. I was, in an intemperate Re- 
210N, and that the ſame Thing may happen to us, 
as to thoſe Four Men, who ſeeing a Piece of Blue 
Cloath, ſwore, one, that it was Scarlet; the o- 
ther, White ; the third, Yellow ; and the fourth, 
Black ; not one of them ſpeaking true, becauſe 


each had a particular Vitiation in the Organ of 


Sight. 
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CHAP. 1. 


What Wit is, and what Differences of it | 
are ordinarily obſery d among Men. 


, I'S one of Plato's Precepts, T hat 
all who pretend to Write or 
Teach, ought to begin their Do-. 
Qtrin with the Definition of the 
thing treated of, its Nature, Difterence, 
and Propriety. That gives the Learner a 
true re}1{h, and prevents the Writers launch- 
ing out into needleſs Queſtions, or flying 
irom thoſe moſt proper for compleating 
the Work. Thereaſon of this is, thar the 
Definition ought to be fo cloſe, and com- 

B prehens 
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The Tryal of wits. Chap. I. 


prehenſive, that there {ſhould hardly be 
iound any thing cither in the handling that 


Science, orinthe due method, which ſhould 


not be pointed to n it: Therefore if they 


donot begin thus, *tis impoſſible to obſerve 


Order 1n any ſort of Science. Seeing then 
that Wit and Ability in Men is the entire 
Subject of this Book, it will be convenient, 
firſt, to underſtand the Definition, and 
what it eſſentially comprehends ; for when 
we rizhtly apprehend that, we {hall then 
allo find the true method of teaching” this 
New Docetrin; and whereas the Name, as 
the ſame Philoſopher obſerves, 15 45 the In 


ſirument by which the Subſtances of things are 


taught and diſtineviſÞ'd ; We mult know 
this word Ingenio 1n S Daniſh, and Ingeninm 
in Lt, which ſignifies Wit, 1s derived 
{rom he ot theſe three Latin Words, G1z- 
z0, Genero, Inzenero, as muchasto Ingender; 
nd | it ſems rather to come from the lair, 
conſidering the Sound and Number of Let- 


ters and IJ® !2bles it borrows thence, 2nd 


what we {hall hereatter add of its Sjoniti- 
Cation. 

4 He Reaton upon Which the {irft Inven- 
ters Of this Word built, 1s not trivial, mn 
order to know how to herd the Names, and 
F000) bo Srecment, W mich things larely dill 
COVEL'C I regu rc. Pltofaysthis only belongs 


to Heroes, and to Men of deep Thought, 
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| Chap.T. The Tryal of Wits. 
as may be ſeenin the Invention of this Word 
| JTagemo; to find it out there Will be requs : 
red much ſubtle Speculation, and ſtrong 
Natural Philoſophy, by which one may dif- 
cover two generative Powers in Man, one 
common with the Beaſts and Plants, and 
the, other Participating of Spiritual Sub- 
{tances, God and the Angels. It 1s our 
Province to diſcourſe of the firit, which 15 
well known, there being more difficulty in 
rheſecond, becauſe their Birth, and manner 
of Procreation, are not {o manitelt toall the 
World: Nevertheleſs,{peaking according to 
Natural Philoſophers, *tis a clear Caſe, that 
Wit 1s a Generative Power, and it we may _ 
ſofay, becomes pregnant, and brings forth; 
that has, I ſay, Children; and moreover, 
* as Platoafhrms, wants a Midwite to del:- 
= ver her. For like as the Plant or Anima! 
| 1n the Generation of the firit ſort, gives a 
| real and ſubſtantial Being, to what they 
 Þ produce, which they have not beiore Gene- 
ration ; even ſo Wit has the Power and natu- 
ral Forceto produceand bring torth within 
it ſelf a Son, which the Natural Philoſophers 
call Votioz, or as it has been accounted, 
the Word of the Spirit. And not only the 
atoreſaid Philoſophers ſpeak of it atter this | 
manner, maintaining the Underitandingto 
be a Generative Faculty, and calling that a 
Son whuch it produces ; bur Sacred Writ " 
B 2 {elf 
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{cif, ſpeaking ofthe Generation of the Eter- 
nal Word, makes uſe of the ſame Terms of 
Father and Son, or Ingender and bring 
torth. When there were no Depths I was 
brouoht forth, when there were no Fountains 
abounding with Water ; before the Mountains 
were ſetled, before the Hills was I brought 
forth : So alſo is it certain that the Divine 
Word had its Eternal Generation from the 
Prolthck Underttanding of the Father. My 
Heart, that 1s to ſay, my Thoughts, have 1n- 
aifted a pood Word : And not only the Di- 
vine Word, but alſo all things comprehend- 
ed in the Univerſe, Viſible and Inviſible, 
have been produc'd by the felt-fame Power. 
Whence the Natural Philoſophers conſi- F 
dering the Fecundity of the Divine Under-- F 
ftanding, have named it Gerizs, which 1s, Þ 
by an Excellence, as much as the Exger- 
aerer, — 
And though the rational Soul, and other 
Spiritual Subſtances, nay be calPd Gezzr, 
from being Fruitul in the Production of 
tome T huughts relating roScience and Wy- 
dom, yet they have not always an Intellect 
of ſuftcient Force and Powerin their Gene- 
ration 19 v1ve a real being to what they In- 
gender, as fubliiting by its ſelf, like as it 
happens 1n the Generation of thoſe things 
which God has made ; all their Generative 
Virtue ſerves to produce an accident in the 
Memory, 
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Chap.I. The Tryal of Wits, 
Memory, which after 1t is produced, 1s 1n 
the end but an Idea and Image of what 
we know. and underſtand ; very far from 
that, which comes to paſs 1n the Ineftiable 
Generation of the Word Divine, where 
that which is Engender*®d, 15s of the ſame 
Subſtance with the Father, as the other things, 
which God has produc'd, repreſent him 
from without, by a real and ſubſtanrial Be- 
ng, Which we now ſecin them; bur tor the 


Ideas in Man's Underſtanding, if they are 


ſuch things as relate to Art, they don't 1m- 


mediately receive the Being they ought to 
have : However, thus much mult bedone 
to draw a per fect Idea, by which we are 
to form *em ; *tis neceſſary before-hand to 
make a thouſand ſtrokesinthe Air, to build 
many Models, and in the end to ſet our 
hand to the Work to ove them the Being 
they ought to have; and notwithſtanding 
all that, they happen for the molt part to 
be defeftive. The fame thing falls out in 
other Conceptions Man forms to under- 
itand Natural things, and what relates to 
their being there, or r the Image the Under- 
{tanding conceives of ?em, by an Admura- 
ble Refemblance of the firſt Thought, with 
!omething living ; and to draw a Copy, that 
may comeup pretty near the Original, 'tis 
requiſiteto aſſemble an Infinite Number ot 


Spirits, to labour a long tine, that afterall, 
B ; fpend 
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ſpend themſelves in producing only a thou- 
End Extravagancies, 

This Dorn then being ſuppos'd, we 
muſt now underſtand, that the Arts and 
Sciences Mien ſftudy,are only a {ort of Images, 
and Figures, begotten by their Minds | in 
their Memor y, which repreſent to the Lite 
the Poſture and natural Compoſition of the 
Subject relatins to the intended Science : As 
for Initance, Phylick x was nothing elſe in 
Hyppocy ates and Galers Heads, but a Pi- 

ture, nakedly pretenting the Structure of 
the Body of Man, together with the Cauſe 
22d Cure of his Diſeaſes. The Skill of the 
Law 1s another Figure, repreſenting the 
Form of Juſtice, which preſerves Human- 
Society, making Man live in Peace and 
eh ranquility Whence *tis ealy to perceive, 
that if a Scholar under the Condu&t of an 
able Maiter, cannot form in his memory 
tuch atother Image, and as exact as that 
on betore his Eyes, when he is diſcourling 
to him of it, there 1s no doubt to be roniche; 
but he has a barren Invention, and ſuch as 
will never be able to conceive, or bring 
torth any thing but Extravagancies and 
Monſters. And {o much for the Word 1z- 
gento, deriv'd from the Verb Ingexero, as 
much asto lay, to Exgender within himſelf an 
entire and true Figure, repreſenting to the Life | 
the nature of the Subject enLenasa to be ſludzea. 

Ci icero 
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Chap. I The Trpyal of Wits. 
C:icerxo defines Wit after this manner, Ds- 
crlity and Memory ordinarily calPd by the ſame 


ame of Wit ; wherein he has lowed the 


Opinion of che common People, who reſt 

themſelves contented, if their Children are 
but Docible, to be the calier inſtruted by 
another, and endiid with a competent me- 
mory toretainand preſerve the Figurescon- 
ceived in the Underſtanding : For which 


reaſon Ariſtorle ſaid, That the Bar and the 


Memory mult be join'd to reapany Advan- 


tagefrom the Sciences. But to ſpeak truth, 


that Definition is too ſhort, not compre- 


hending all the differences of Wit, whereas 


this word Docility only umnports Wits that 
want a Maſter, leaving out a great many 
others, whole Felicity 3 is ſuch, that aſfilted 


by the ſubje& only, without the help otany 
Body, produce a thouſand Conceitts they 


neverheard {poke ot ; {uch were thoſe who 
firſt found out the Arts. Elſewhere7 ullyadds 


| Memory to the Detinition of Wit, of wh 


however Galez lays, 1 hat it has no kind of 
Invention; as much as to ſay, that it isun- 
able of it ſelf to Engender any thing, tor to 
much Ariſtotle teaches us, that when'tis in 
Excellence, 1t impedes the Copioutnets of 
the Under ſanding, as not being prompt to 
conceive, or bring torth, but ſeeming only 
to keep and preſervethe Figuresand Spec! es 


of what the other Powers have conceived, * 
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The Tryal of Wits. Chap. 1. 


as 15 obſery*d of the Learn'd, who have ex- 
cellent Memories, thatthey ſpeak and write 
nothing but whar others have been the Au- 
thoxs of. 6 
”Tis true, if we conſider well the term 
Doctlity, we {hall find that C:cero has hap- 
pily hit ot ; for 4riffotle ſays, that Pru- 
dence, Wiſdom, and the Truth of Sciences 
are ſtow'd among natural Things, there to 
be ſought after, as in their proper Fountain, 
The Natural Philoſophers that believe a 
Propoſition, becauſe 4r:i/forleſpokeit, with- 
out enquiring-any further, want Wit, be- 
caule Truth is not in his Mouth that aihrms 
It, but inthe thing 1n queſtion, crying out 
with a loud Voice, and teaching Man the 
Being Nature has given him, and to what 
end ſhe was created, according to that, Does 
aot Wiſdom cry out, and Prudence does not ſhe 
make her Voice to be heard? He that has 
tharpneſsof Underitanding, and a good Ear 
to diftinguiſh what Nature teaches and di- 
vulges in her Works, {hall wonderfully 
;mprove by the Contemplation of natural 
things, and has no need of a Maſter to ſhew 
him what he may learn well enough from 
the Brute Beaſtsand the Plants. Go Drore, 
take thy Leſſon from the Ant ; conſider her toyl, 
and become wife by her Example ; ſee how (ht, 
without 4 eacher or Learning, lays up Provi- 
for in the Summer for the Winter. _ 
100/01 
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Chap. I. The Tryal of Wits. < 
took little noticeof this Docility, imagumng 
perhaps there were no other Maſters to in- 
{truct Men, than thoſe mounted in Chairs ; 
which made him ſay, The Field and the 
Trees can teach me nothing, bat the Conver- 
ſation of Men only in the City. Solomon ſpoke 
better, when not in the leaſt doubting but 
that the ſecond kind of Docility might really 
be tound, he begg'd of God the Ability to 
Govern his People. Gzwve, if thou pleaſeſt, O 
God,. to thy Servant Judgment, that he may 
Rale thy People, and diſtinguiſh between Good 
and Evil, By whuch he ask'd only a clear 
and refind Underſtanding, (in{omuch that 
what he obtain'd was more than he de- 
manded). to the end that when Doubts oc- 
curr'd to him in his Government, he might 
derive from the Nature of the thing the 
true Judgment he ought to make of it, 
without going to ſeek it in Books ; as 1s evi- 
dently = in the Sentence he pronounced 
upon the firſt Difference thatarole between 
thetwo Women ; for no doubt it was the 
| Nature of the thing that inform*d him, 
which was the Child's true Mother, namely 
ſhe, who could not bear the dividing of it. 

— The ſamekind of Docility and clearneſs 
of Underſtanding wasgiven by Jeſus Chriſt 
to Ius Diſciples, for ther underitanding the 
Holy Scriptures, after their natural Dull- 
neſs and Indiſpoſition of mind was with- 
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drawn, as it. is faid, He opened their Under- 


ſtandings, that they might underſtand the Scri- 


ptures, For which reaſon the Catholick 
Church, as being ſenſible of what high Im- F 
portance 1t 15 to have ali due Qualifications Þ 
tocomprehend the Divine Book, forbids all 
Novices as well as Superannuated Perſons 
to itudy Theology : For we muit inviolately 


obſerve a Law, to exerciſe in all ſorts of Sct- 


ences yours Men only ; and not all thoſe with- 


out aiſtinttion, but chiefly thoſe that are Wit- |þ 
ty, paniſhins thence all the Dotards, and thoſe 
whoſe Intellects are dull and depraved. 
Plato ipeakingot Wits that were to learn 
the Divine Sciences, has faid thefame thing, 
becaule Spiritual Subſtances are {o remote 
trom Senle, and of fo pure Matter in them- 
{eives, that moſt elevated and nice Wits 
were to be choſen; ?twas therefore he de- 
clared, 1hat they ought not only to make 
choice of Bold Men, that ſhould ſtrike a Terror 
tnto their Enemies, but alſo more of thoſe to 
whom Nature had been liberal in the Gifts re- 
guiſite to Divinity, that us to ſay, thoſe of a 


{harp and ready Wit, By the way repre-_ 


hending So/oz for ſaying, this ſort of Sct- 

ence was to be Studied in Old Age. 

* Thole that are Maſters of ſuch Qualth- 

cations, proceed in the Studies they are 

eazaced im with very little Labour ; be- 

caut their Underſtanding has nothing m_ 
| | ut 


* 
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but to preſerve in their memory the Figures 
and Species, that enable them upon occa- 
ſion to Drſpute ; thoſe natural things at all 
times, ſuggeſting to us ſuch Ideas as we 
would frame to our {elves in Speculation, 
and when they are Supernatural, they need 


only to underſtand the Species and Figures 


that have paſt through their Senſes : Which 
occaſioned Plato to ſay, That we need not 
arveſt Sublime thinzs of their Matter, to take 
them ſenſible to us; for being in their nature 
moFt excellent and elevated, they are not ſuch 
as naked Reaſon is ſo well able to comprehend. 
So ſaid he, that the greateſt Wits were re- 
quired for Divine Studies rather than any 
other, ſeeing they were above our Reaſon. 
Whence ?tis certain, that that ſo fand 
Maxim of Ariſtotle, That there is nothing 1m 
the Underſtanding, but what has paſt through 
the Senſe; has no place 1n the ſecond ſort of 
Docility,, but only in the firit, in which the 
Ability extends no farther than to receive 
and retain in the Memory what the Maſter 
| has ſaid and taught. Whence may be 
clearly collected what Abuſe is committed 
in theſe days in the Study of Theology, 
ſeeing without making the choice, Catho- 


lic Church requires, many Perſons whom 


Nature deſign'd to Cultivate and Till the 
Earth, are very forward to thruſt them- 
telves into Holy Orders. 
T7, 
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The Tryal of Wits. Chap. I. 

With theſe two ſorts of Qualities of 
which we have treated, correſpend as ma- 
ny kinds of Wit; Ariſtotle takes notice of 
the firſt, He has true Wit that acquieſces in, 
and aſſents to him that ſpeaks Truth, becauſe 
the Man who remains not convinc'd by 
ſtrong and ſolid Reaſons, and that forms 
not in kis Memory a good Idea of what is 
propos'd to him, ſufficiently declares to us, 
that his Underſtanding 1s ſhallow. *Tis 
true, there 1s ſomething in this worthy of 
Confideration, which 1s. this, we may ob- 
{erve many Scholars very readily learn all 
their Maſters teach them, retaming and 
preſerving it in their Memories, without 
any diificulty, which for two Reaſons may 
| happen, either becauſe the Maſter 1s of great 
Ability, and ſuch a one as Ari/totle deſcri- 
bed, when he ſaid, that it 15 requiſite for 
4 Learned Max not only to know all that may 
be drawn from the Principles, but alſo that he 
have a perfett knowledge of the Principles 
themſelves. 

Thoſe Scholars that concurr with ſuch a 
Maiter, without doubt have an excellent 
Wit; which they alſo further ſhew, when 
they receive the DoQtrin of the Maſter that 
Initrudts them, without his ſubjoining, or 
declaring his own Opinions and Conclu- 
(1100s, With the Principles upon which they 
are iounded. 6 
Not 
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Not to lead a Wit this way, which is 
fo very ſhort, and narrow, a thouſand Dif- 
fcultics at all times readily preſent them- 
{elves to him, and as many different Rea- 
ſons ; for he that learns from ſuch a Maſter, 
forms not to himſelf the true Idea and Cor- 
reſpondence requir*d by the true Principles 
of Learning ; fo that Iis Underſtanding 
ever remains doubtful, and diſquieted, 
which is occaſion'd by the fault of him that 
teaches him. 


There are other rude and groſs Dunces, 


who perceiving the ſharper Wits in more 
Eſteem, very inconveniently, and tor quite 
different Reaſons, oppoſe their Malters at 
the end of their Leſſon, and in imitation of 


the other, preſs him with a thouſand Im-| 


pertinences, he not being 1o able to clear ' 
their Doubts, as they are to diſcover their 
Weakneſs, more than 1t they had been (i- 
lent : Tis of them Plato ſays, That they have 
not Senſe enough to be convinced. Burt he 
* thathas a nimble and ready Wit, need not 
F wholly rely on his Maſter, nor twallow 
| down any thing that appears not tO be con- 
ionant tous DoKtrin, 


Others are {ilent, and obey their Maſter 


without the leaſt Contradiction, becaule 
they have not Wit enough to diſcern the 


Fallity and 11! Conſequence of his Corolla- 


ries, trom the firſt Principles. 
Ariſtotle 


- 
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- Ariſtotle hasthus defin'd the ſecond Dit- 
ference of Wit, He has the mot excellent 
Wit, who of himſelf underſtands every thing : 
Which kind of diſcerning Wit, bears the 
ſame proportion with regard to Knowledge 
and Underitariding, as humane Sight does 
to Forms and Colours, when ?tis clear and 
penetrating. As ſoon as one opens his 
Eyes, he diſtinguiſhes every thing, failing 
not to tell where the Places, and what di- 
ſtance there is interpoſed between the Ob- 
jects, without another View or Re- 
port ; but if the $1ght be ſhort and weak, 
the molt apparent and cleareſt things in 
View cannot be diſcern'd, without borrow- 
ing the Eyes of a.third Man, who repre- 
{ents them to him. An Ingenious Man, 
when he Contemplates (thatisto ſay, opens: 
the Eyes of his Underſtanding) compre- 
hends from the leait Diſcourle, being of 
Natural 'T hings, their Difterence, Proprie- 
ty, and to what end they were Created ; 
but 1t there be not ſo large a Capacity, the 
Matiter of courſe muſt take the more pains 
with him, and yet even then (as 'tis fre- 
' quent) all is Labour and Application are 
£0 no purpole. 

The Vulgar are not acquainted with this 
Ditterence of Wit, imagining ris no where 
to be found ; and indeed not without great 
ihow of Reaſon, as the ſame ens 708 

as 
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| has very well obſerv'd. No May ever came 
| compleatly Learned intothe World, aor is there 
| any Natural Knowledge amongit Men : Tn ef- 
| fe, weſee by Experience, that allthey who 
| have ſtudied, even to this very day, have 
| wanted a Maircr, Proazcis Was Socrates's 
| Maſter, who y the Oracle of Apollo was 


| pronounC'd the wiſeſt Man in the World; 


and Socrates taught Plaio, whoſe Wit was 


ſo extraordinary, that he deferv'd the Sir- 


E name of Divine: Plato was Ariſtotle's Ma- 
! fter, of whom Cicero ſaid, That he was the 


| oreateſt Wit that ever was, Now tt thislaſt 


| any, Without doubt it would have been 
| amongſt thoſe Eminent Perions : Sceing 
then not one of them had 1t, ?tis a {trong 
preſumption Nature cannot g1ve 1t us. 


Adam only hymfelt, as the Divines delt- 


ver, was born entirely in{tructed, and 1d 
with the intus'd Sciences; and he *twas, 


who communicated them to his Succefiors :; 


From whence it may beconcluded tor cer- 
caln, that there is nothing new, ai that 


| there is no Opinion in any kind of Science, - 


that has not been maintain'd by one or 
other, according to that ſaying, 1yzre 7s 
wothing yet ſaid, that has not beez faid ve- 
fore, - 


Tothis *tis anſwer'd, That A4rto:e has 


defin'd a perfe&t Wit, as it ought to be, 


rather 


Difference of Wit had bekggo be found 10 


by 


16 


_ of Galez, that he had this Difterence of Wir, 


ſelf, having n0 other Guide but the Light only 


_ very Perſons a Wit that had its riſe, in- 


The Tryal of Wits. Chap. I. 
rather than as it was; for he knew full 
well, there was none ſuch in Nature. Even 
as Tully deſcrib'd a compleat Orator, not 
but that himſelf own'd, *twas impoflibleto 
find fuch a one, but that he would be the 
belt Orator that approach'd neareft to the 
Idea he had drawn of one. ?Tis the ver 
fame in this Difference of Wit; for Taba 
we cannot meet with ſuch a perfect one as 
Ariſtotle has fram'd, yet it muſt be grant- 
ed, we have obſerv'd many Perſons ap- 
proach very near it, inventing and faying 
{uch things as they never heard from thew Þ 
Maſters, nor any Mouth, and that have | 
been able to ae and diſprove the Errors 
they taught them ; and the truth 1s, they ' 
ſhew*d them that they could of themſelves | 
comprehend, being arriv'd at the greateſt 
Pitch of Wit ; at leaſt it cannot be denied 


when he ſaid, I have found out all things my 


of my Natural Reaſon ;, whereas had 1 follow- 
ed ſome Maſters, I had fallen into a thouſand 
Errors, Now though Nature gave theſe 


creaſe, perfeCt ſtate, and declenfion, yet - 
ſhe render'd them compleat at laſt, with- 
out doubt, though they arrived late at it, 
as Ariſtotle {aid ; but {ince ſhe gives it not 
but with theſe Conditions, we need not be 

amazed 
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Chap. I. @The Tryal of Wits. 
amazed if Plato and Ariſtotl? ſtood in need 
of their Maſters to in{truct them. | 
There isa third Difference of Wit, which 
n-/ectheleis 15 not abſolutely CUISREnT from 
what I have but now treated of; by Means 
of wiici, tome have without Art or © tudy 
ſpoke ſuch ſubtle and fur prizing things, 
and yet true, that were never before zen, 
heard, or writ, n0 nor ever fo much as | 
thought of. Plato calis this fort of Wit, 
An excellent Wit fe as a mix: re of * Madneſs. 
'Tis the fame which Itpires rhe Poets with 
what 15 impoſſible tor ther: ro conceive 
(fays the rio Divine Philoſopher) with- 
out Divine Revelation. Whereupon he 
adds, Well may a Poet be all ;2 Flames ad 
Raptares, his Perſos being wholly Sacre, he 
can ſin wothins, out what is full of God, who 
aritates him, tr. 17 [port 778 hi bejond him! if, 
and above bi OV Reaſon : But as jor thoſe + 
an unelevated Spirit, they can jr make 
moving Verſes, nor prevacl in P ropoely. It 
is not then from any humane Ari Pens chaunt 


| ſuch fine thinss, that thou, O Homer, breath- 


et, but rather from 1razports Dine. 

This third Difference of Wit adjuſted by 
Plato, is actually found among. Men of 
which I aman Eye-w itnels, and could allo, 
it need were, with a Finger point out thoſe 
that have it : Bur to aſſert what t!: ey lay 
t© be by Divine Revelation, and not £0 
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The Tryal of TUits. Chap. 1. 
proceed from their particular Nature,would 
be an apparent and manitteft Abule, and 
ill-becoming o great a Pliloſopher as Plato; 

and is to have recourſeto Univerſal Cauſes, 
without having betore-hand made an exact 
Enquiry into Particulars. Ar:ftotle did 
better, who being curious to know the 
Reaſon of thoſe wonderful ES pro- 


.nounc'd in his time by the S-byls, ſaid, That 


?t came not to paſs by Diſtemper, nor by Divine 
Taſviration, but ozxly by a natural Iti-T emPpe= 
r amet. The Cauſe whereof is evident in 
vatural Philoſophy ; tor all the governing 
Faculties in Man, the Natural, the Vital, 
the Animal, and even the Rational, require 
each their particular Temperament to per- 
form their Functions as they ought, with- 
out prejudicing, Or intericring. one with 
another. The Natural Vi Irtue, as digeſtive 
ot the Food in the Stomach, mult have 
a Cie Heat ; 'that which oives Appetite, 
Cold; the Retentive, Drineſs; and the 
Expullive e, of what 1s Nauſeous or SuPer- 
fluous, a due Moiſture. Whichſoever of 
theic Faculties poticſtes in a greater degree 
any of the four Qualities, by. which it ope- 
rates, will thereby become more powertul 


in that Point, but not without 1mpairing 


the rat; be caule, 1m effect, 1t ſeems um- 
poſhble HE all rhe re Vi irtues and Facul- 
ties, thould be alſembled in one and the 

| ſame 
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ſame place; fince if that whichrequiresſome 


Heat, becomes more Potent ; the other 


that operates by Cold, cannot but be found 
more Weak: Which made Galez ſay, That 
a hot Stomach digeſted much, yet had a 
bad Appetite; that a cold Stomach dige- 
ſted 11l, but had a good one. The ſame 
thing happens 1n the Senſes, and Motions, 


| which are Operations of the Animal Facul- 


ty. Great Strength of Body {hews abun- 


| dance of Farthinels in the Nerves and Mu(l- 


cles ; for if thoſe Parts arenot ſfinewy, hard 


| anddry, they cannot aCt ſteadily : On the 


contrary, to have a quick and hvely Senſe, 
isa{ign the Nerves are compos'd of more 


| airy, tine, and delicate Parts; and that 
| their Temperament 15 hot and moiſt : How 


1s 1t then poſſible that the ſame Nerves 
ihould have the Temperament, and natu- 


ral Compoſition which 15 requir*d tor Mo- | 
| tion and for Senſe, at one and the ſame 
| time, ſeeing that for theſe two things, 
| there muſt be quite contrary Qualrties © 
| Which is cleard from Experience.; for 
| Whereas a Maa that is very Robult of Bo- 
| Uy, has infallibly the Senſe of Touching | 


rude and groſs, to when that Senſe 1s very 
exquilite, he is taint, and it one may fay 10, 
ravelled out. | 

The Rational Powers, Memory, Ima- 


Eination, and Underſtanding are under the 
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' Lamnaric, and void of Reaſon. ul 
Whence may be concluded, that the 


' tempered, and not fo unequal; as Galer 
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{ame Rules. The Memory to be good and 
tenacious, requires ſome Moiſture, and that 
the Brain be of a groſs Subſtance, as we 
{hall prove hereafter: On the contrary, the 
Underſtanding muſt have a dry Brain, 
compos'd of very ſubtile and delicate Parts: 
The Memory then proceeding to a pitch, 
the Underſtanding mult neceſſarily be 
lower'd and dimini{h'd as much : Bur beit 
as 1t will, I beg the curious Reader to Re- 
fleet upon all the Men he has known en- 


dued with an Excellent Memory, and If 
am aſlur'd hell find, as to the Operations 
belonging to the Underſtanding, they are 


mn a manner indiſcernible. 
Theiame happens as to the Imagination 


when tt exerts its ſelf : For as to the Ope- 


rations relating to it, 1t produceth prodigt- 
ous Conceptions, and ſuch as aſtoniſhed 
Plato : And when a Man endued with ſuch 
an Imagination, comes toconcern himſelt n 
acting with Underſtanding, one may bind 


him without doing him any Injury, asa 


Wildom ot Man mult be moderate, well 


eftezms thoſe the wiſeſt Men that are well 
tempered, becauſe, they are not as it welt 
toxicae with too much Wiſdom, 


Democrits 
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 Democritus was one of the greateſt Na- 
tural and Moral Philoſophers of his Time, 


| though Plato ſaid of him, That he wasa 


better Divine than N aturaliſt , who Aar- 
| rived at fo great a Perfection of Under- 
ſtanding in his Old Age, that he entirely 
| loft tus Imagination, infomuch, that he both 
fad and did things {0 extraordinary, that 
the whole City of Abdera took him tor a 


rier to the Te of Coz, where Heppocrates 
{ lived, to entreat him earneſtly, with offer 
| of abundance of rich Preſents, to come im- 
| mediately to Cure Democritms, awho had 
{ loft all his Senſes : Which Hippocrates rea- 
.dily complied with, as being curious to ſee 
2nd confer with the Man, of whoſe admi- 
rable Wiſdom he had heard fo much noiſe; 
He departed that very inſtant, and being 
arrived at the Place of his Abode, which 
was a Deſart, where. he lived on a Plain, 
| he fell to diſconrſe him; and upon asking 
| im Queſtions in or der to diſcover the 


E Defe&ts of his Rational Faculty, found 


| told them that had brought him chither, 


| Judgmen: of fo Diſcreet a Perfon : : for as 
ood Fortune would have it for Democr ts, 
the Matters treated on with Hippocrates, 
E C 3 = as 


Natural, and accorlingly diſpatch'd a Cou-. 


| him the Wiſeſt Man in the World : and 


That they themſelves were Fools, and 
| void of Senſe, for having given fo ralh a - 
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_ oblerves, conlifts in his being favourd with, 


_ Lieht and Beanty of Wit, Tn this alone he 
diltinguiſhes himſelf from the Brutes, and 
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at that time, appertain'd tothe Underſtand- 


ing, and not to the Imagination, which | 
was difabied. | 
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c H AP. 
The Differences among off Men unqual! mY 


N E of the greateſt Indigmties that 

can be offer'd j in Words toa Man ar- 
rived at the Years of Diſcr etion, 15, {aid Ari- 
ri/totle, to accuſe him of want of Wit, be- 
cauſe all ys Honour and Nobility, as Creed 


and having an Eloquent Tongue : 45s Wit 
zs the Ornnment of a Man, (0 Eloquence is the 


approaches near to God, as being the orcat- | p: 
eſt Glory which 1s poſſible to be obtained I; 
in Nature. Onthe contrary, hethat is born ,, 
a Blockhead, is incapable of any ſort of L-M ,, 
terature ; and w here there is no Wiſdom, ſp ,, 
there, ſays Plato, can neither be true Ho-iſ P 
aour, nor good For tune; infomuch, as the ,;, 
wiſe Man declared, The Fool is born to hi T} 
mz Shame, ſeeing he muſt neceſſar ly bel 14 


ecgraded to the inferior Animals, and bc 
ons 
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one of the Herd, although he enjoy other 
Advantages, as well thoſe of Nature as For- 
tune, in being Handſom, Noble, Rich, 
High-bor n, and raiſed even to the Dignity 
of a Kigg or Emperor. 


This will appear yet more evident, i-: 


we come to conlider the Happy and Ho- 
nourable State in which the firit Man was 


| placed before he loſt the Wit with which 
he was Created, and what he was atter he 


was ſpoiled of his Wiſdom ;* May that #5 14 
| Honour, and un aa , # like Im 
| Beaſts that periſh. Where we may obſery 

& that Sacred Writ 15 not content to com parc 

| him only to other Animals, bur even to the 

| Brutes of the Brutes ; it we remember that 
| 11 another place it has praiſed the Wiitdom 
and Subtilty of the Serpent and the Ant, 
with whom, ot all kinds of Creatures, Man 
| without Wit bears no comparion. 

| Now the Sacred, Jext with a more 


particular regard to the greatnels of this 


| Indignity, and to the 1ull "Opinion CONCE!= 
| ved of him, or lies under 10 unhappy 


| an Imputation, 2s declared, Mhoſoever 


| in Anger (hall _ to bis Brother, Racha, 
(as much as to ſay Shallow=Pate) [hall be 1 
azger of the Council ;, but whoſoever ſhall ſay 
Ihou Foct, ſhall be in danger of Hell Fire, 
| Hitherto this Indigaity has ; paſſed no far- 
ther than a bare Examination and Ceniure 
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in ſo many Courts and Tribunals, becauſe 
in a heap of Words even this may have 
drop: trom one to another, R acha, yet with- 
out Paſſion, and with no defion of Provo- 
Cation. From him that has an eycellent 
Underſtanding, we have taken away Me- 
mory ; trom "him that is endued with a 
happy Memory, the Underſtanding ; irom 
him whole Imagination 1s Excellent, both 
Underitanding and Memory ; from the 
Practical Preacher, School Divinity ; and 
from the great School Divine, Polemical] 
Divinity : "Tohim that has been well vers'd 
in Poſitive Drvinity, we have ſaid that all 
his Stock of Sufficiency lay only in the Me- 
mory, a picquant '} ouch that has galled, 
trom him that ſhould be-a good Advocate; 
we have taken away all kind 'of Govern- 
ment; and after this manner we have pro- 
cecded for the moſt part ; bur becauſe we 
havenot yet call'd any Man Fool or Dune, 
the Imputation has not deſerv'd Fire. 
Now I toreice ſome that have read this 
Book again and again, looking tor the if 
Chapter char diſcovers their Genius, and 
what ay of Learning they thonld advance 
moſt in, bur not finding it, are ready t0 
Arraign the.'Fitle of this Book of Fallity, 
and to ia y, that the Author madelarge Pro- 
mites, bur that his Performances Were 25 
llender;- and not fatisfied with that, he 
the 
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the Liberty of making many other baſe Re- 

| flections, as if I were oblie'd in this Work, 
to give Wit to thoſe to whom God and 
Nature have denied it. _ 

The Wiſe Man has given us two very 
jult and reaſonable Cautions, which by 
conſequence he requires us to obſerve. 
The one is, Anſwer not a Fool according to 
his folly, left thou alſo be like unto him; the 
other, Anſwer a Foot according to his folly, leſt 
he be wiſe in h15 own concett ; and not unjuſt- > 
ly; becauſenothing can be more prejudicial 
to the good of the Commonwealth, than 
for a Fool to paſs for a Man of Senſe, eſpe- 
cially if he have any Poſt in the Govern- 
ment. And for what touches the Tryal 
of Wits, of which we treat, *tis certain 
that Learning and Wiſdom, as much 
more as they quality a Man for Diſcourſe 
and Pliloſophizing, ſo much and more 
they expoſe him* that by Nature 1s a 
Blockhead. Learning us a ſnare tothe feet of 
the Fool, and as Manicles to ts right hanas : 
He that. !1Snota Man oi Parts, will be mach 
more paiſable. without Letters than with 
them ; becauſe when one is not engag'd in 
any Sindy, he may !:vein the World with 
leſs noiſe. Therefore Arts and Sciences 
are in 2 manner Chainsto tetter the Minds 
of Fools, rather than to diſpoſe them to be 
more tree and eaſy; which may be as 
2 Cen 
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ſeen in Univerſity Scholars, amongſt whom 
ſome may be found that learn more in the 
firſt Year than in the ſecond, and in the 
{econd more than in the third : Whence 
came the ſaying, In the fir{t Year, they are 
Dottors; 1n the ſecond, L:centiates ; in the 
third, Batchelozs; and in the fourth, 12x9- 
ramus's ; and the reaſon of it 1s, as the 
Wiſeman ſaid, The Precepts and Rules of 
Arts are but Letters for Infipids. Where- 
upon, knowing full well that many ſuch 
have read, and will read this Treatiſe, mm 
hope to find what Wit and Ability falls to 
their {hare ; it ſeems proper. to me, that [ 
1hould obſerve the Wiſe-Man's Precept, in 
{etting forth here the diflerent Diſabilities 
to be tound amongit Men, withreſpect to 
Learning, and by what Marks one may 
Know them, to theend that they who come 
to ſeek ther own kind of Wit, may in lieu 
thereof meet with the Indications of their 
Incapacity,in imitation of So/omon,whofaid, 
Anſwer not 4 Fool; for by this means taking 
ter ſolemn leaveof Letters, it may be they 
will apply themſelves to another - manner | 
of Lite, much more agreeable to the ſenſe 
they have, than the other, ſeeing that there 
15 no Man, how groſsand 1mpertect ſoever 
iormed, but Nature has defhigwd him tor 
ſomicthing, | 


To 
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To come then to matter of Fact, *you 
muſt know to 'the three kinds of Wit pro- 
pos'd in the foregoing Chapter, correſpond 


three reſpeQive kinas of Diſability. There 


are ſome Men whoſe Souls are ſo im- 


merſt in Matter, and clogg*'d with the 
Qualities of the Body, that oppreſs the 
Rational Faculty, that they are eternally 
incapable of conceiying or ating any thing 
relating to Learning and Knowledge. The 
Dyability of theſe People, very much re- 
ſembles that of Eunuchs ; for as there are 
Men unable for Generation, wanting the 
Parts proper thereunto, ſo likewiſe are there 
difabled Underitandings, cold and maletic, 
it 0ne may ſay 10, without natural Heat or 
Vigor to emit the Jeaſt thought of Learn- 
ing ; theſe never arrive ſo much as at the 
firit Principles of all Arts implanted in the 
Scholar's Mind, before he begin to learn, 
tor which the Wit can give no other proofs 
of it {elf, than to receive them as things al- 
ready known ; andithe be not able to torm 
an Idea of them in his Mind, we may 
{trongly conclude him wholly incapable of 
the Sciences , and that the Gate through _ 
which they ſhould paſs iscompleatly barr'd; 
10 that he need not break his Brains to Stu- 
dy, for neither the Laſh of the Rod, nor 
Ls Cries, nor Method, nor Examples, nor 
+1me, nor Experience, nor any thing in 
| _ Nature, 


of 
* 


SE 
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Nature can ſufliciently Excite him to bring 
forth anything. The Men ot this Incapacity 
difter not at all from Brute Beaſts, they 
are ever drowſy, nor {eem they ever to a- 
wake; of ſuch the Wiſe-man ſpeaks, To 


ſet the Treaſures of Wiſdom before the Eyes of 


a Fool, is as ſpeaking to a May in a ſound 


Sleep ; the Compariſon 1s very juſt and pro- 


per, becauſe Sl/rep and Stupidity proceed 
alike from the fame Principles, that 1s to 
fay, the great Coldneſs and exceeding Mot- 
{ure of the Brain. 

There is another kind of Incapacity in 
Wit, not quite fo Stupid as the former, 
becauſe at leaſt they concetve the firit Prin- 
ciples, and draw Concluftons thence, tho? 
tev/, and not without much pains; but 


_ the Impreflion of them remains in their 


Memories no longer than their Maſters 
are t:lking to them, and making them 
underitand the ſame by Examples and 
Methods of Teaching, agreeable to their 
rude and groſs Underſtandings. They 
rcfemble ſome Women, who being big 
witp Child, are delivered, but the Child 
dies as foon as it is born, Theſe Mens 
Brains are full ofa Flegmatic Moiſture, for 
which caule the Ideas finding nothing Olly, 
»r Vilcous, neither {tick nor are pliant ; 10 
0 teach them, would be to draw Water 
with a Sieve. 4A Fool's Heart and Mina 

are 
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are like a bottomleſs Veſſel, pour what Precepts of © 

Wiſdom you pleaſe in, none will remain there, 
There is a third fort of Diſability very 

common among Men of Letters, who have 

ſome ſmattering of Wit ; for they take the 

firſt Notions, and draw thence their Con- 

cluſions, with which they overcharge and 

load ther Memory, but when they ſhould 

range every thing in Order, commit a 

Thouſand Blunders. Theſe may be com- 

par”d to a Woman deltver'd of a Child with 

the Head in the place of the Feet, and the _ 

Eyes ſeated behind the Head. There is 

tound ſo great a Confulion of the Figuresin 

the Memory of this third ſort of Infipids, 

that when they would beunderſtood, they 

have no leſs than an Hundred ways of 

ſpeaking to Expreſs themſelves, becauſe 

they have concerv'd an Infinity of things, 


altogether undigeſted, and without Order 
or Connexion of Parts. Theſe in the Schools 
are calPd Confus'd, whoſe Brains are un- 
equal, as well in Subſtance as Tempera- _ 
ment; in ſome places compos'd of delicate 
Parts, and in others of grofs, and ill tem- 
per'd ; and becauleit 1s alfo Various and Un- 
unitorm, ſometimes they ſpeak Witty and 
Notable things, and immediately after fall 
into a Thouſand Impertmences : Of thefe 
itiS{aid, 4 Fool's Wiſdom tz his Brains ts like 
# Houſe in Ruins, his Kpiowledge wants Words 
to expreſs its ſelf, Nay, 
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Nay, I have obſerv'd a fourth Detect 
amonslt Men of Letters, which is not al- 
rogerher Incapacity, and: yet they have not 
W-r enough; for 1 tind they that poſſeſs it, 
take Learning, retain it firmly in their 
Memory, fix the Forms with the Correſ- 
pondence they ought to have, ſpeaking and 
acting very well when there 1s occaſion for 
It, but if 6ne ſounds them, and ſhould ask 
the Eſſential Cauſes of what they know 
and underſtand , they are eaſily found 
they have no bottom, and that all their Sut- 
ficience was but a Facility to comprehend 
the Terms and Axioms of the DoCtrin they 
were taught, without penc trating why, or 
how it was ſo. 4 /fotle 121d of theſe, That 
there are ſome Mea who Brute-bea ſt-like ſpeak 
by. Nataral Taſting, ana ſay more than they 


kzow, or conſider, after the manner of inatit- 


mate Beings, » vho fatl 9t to act Vet } well, al. 
though the y are 24s i2ſes; fot e of the E fects they 
pr nduce. As tie > Es of what it barns; and 
the Ca; Wh of "ebis is, Natare leads them, FW; that 
they cannot fail of attaizins their Fo; Avt- 
foile might well have compard them to 
ſome Animals, who ſeem to perform all 
their ARtions with a ſhow of Reaſon an 
Deiign ; but he ſuppoling theſe Animals 
had at kat ſome kind of knowledge of 
what they did, pait to Inanimate Agents, 


becauſe in his Opinion, theſe though not 
wile, 


4 
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| wiſe, and wanting Wit, yet operated, and 
very well too, without being able to ditin- 
| ouih the Eftect from the ultimate Cauſe. 
| This difference of Incapacity, or if you 
| pleaſe of Wit, might be fully made out, if 


| to point to them with my Finger, for I 
have both ſeenand known many ſuch. _ 


Cee ens 
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The Child who has neither Wit nor Abi- 
| lay requiſite to the mtended Science, 
cannot prove agreat Proficient, though 


and ſhould Labour at it all the Days 


of his Life. 


E? WAS ahappy thought in Czcero (tn 
| order to accompliſh his Son Marcus 
{ 1nthat ſort of Learning he had made choice 
| of for him) that it would be ſuiictent to 
lend him ro an Academy ſo famousthrough- 


tim under ſo great a Maſter as Cratippz, 
one of the molt celebrated Philoſophers of 
the Age, and in a City, which by the vaſt 
Concourſe of People of all Nations met to- 
| gether, 


without offence to any, I were permitted 


be have the beſt Maſters, many Books, 


Out the World, as that of Arhers, to place 


21 
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gether, muſt unavoidably furniſh him with 
a multitude of grear Examples and novel 
Accidents, that would experimentally in- | 
ſfiru&t him, in his deſigned Studies ; Yet 
notwithſtanding all the beſt Methods an 
indulgent Father could take (buying ſome 
and Writing other Books ior him) Hiſtory 
informs us that he proy'd a meer Block- 
head, equa!ly deiritute of Eloquence and 
Philofophy (Nature being often even with 
the Son, for her Prodigality to the Father); 
and indeed rhe great Orator was miſtaken 
in imagining that the Induſtry of fuch a 
Maſter, the bei{t Books, the moſt refin'd 
Converſation of that famous Town, and 
anunwearied application of Mind, together 
with time ſufficient to build his Hopes up- 
on, could {upply the Defects of a Soul na- 
rurally incapable borh of Eloquence and 
Philoſophy. At length we find he was dif- Þ 
aprointed, which 15 the lels tobe wonder'd 


at, being miſled by innumerable Inſtances 


of the hke Rencounters, that Hatter'd him Þ 
with the ſame change in the diſpoſition of Þ 
his Son. Nay, he himlelt acquaints * us, 


That Xemocrates had no Genius for the ſtudy 


of Natural and Moral Philoſophy, ( tor 
Plato uſed to call him his Hopelets Scholar) 
yet the indefatigable Diligence of the Iu 
tor, and continued Endeavoursof the Pupil 


produc'd an Excellent Phulofopher. 3 | 
ay 
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Y fays alſo of Clarnthes, that he was fo dull 
\ and ſtupid, that no Maſter would admit 
him to his School, which {hamed and con- 


founded the Youth to ſuch a degree, that 
by an afliduous Application, he acquired 


the Name of a. Second Hereales in know- 


ledge. Nor werethere the leaſt hopes that 


| Demoſthenes ſhould ever 4ucceed in Elo- 
quence, who (as Authors afirm) was al- 
\ moſt a Man before he could ſpeak ; yet, 


through his own unwearied Labours, and 
the aſſiſtance of good Maſters, he became 


| the greateſt Orator in the World. Ard 


Tully, amongſt other things, recounts, that 


| he had ſuch an Impediment in his Speech, 
| that he could not pronounce the Letter R, 


yet by his Addreſs,heto happily overcame it, 


| that 1t was impoſſible to difcern his former 


Detect, which gave Birth to the Saying , 


| That Humane Capacity for Studies, reſembles 
| 4 Came at Tables, where if the Dice run croſs, 
| the Gameſter muſt ſupply the want of Fortune 
| 1th his better Play, But, according to my 
| Principles, the Anſwer is ready toall Cicero's 
| Examples. For, as I ſhall prove hereafter, 
allow Wit in Children promiſes a happier 


Progreſs in their riper Age, more than an 


 tarly acute Wit ; as a pregnant Infancy 


preſages adeclining Manhood. Had C:cero 
been acquainted with the genuine Signs, 
which diſcover a Gerzizs in the firſt Age, 

D. Io 
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24 The Tryaloi Wits, 
he would have found, that Demoſthenes's 
Stammering, and Xexocrates's Dulneſs, were; 
happy Indicationsof afuture Ability, For 

- not torob good Maſters of the Reward of 
their Induſtry and Fatigue, in cultivating þ 
rude, as well as docile 'Lempers, yet if 


Chap. IIT. 


the Youth has not a pregriant Intellect ſuſ- 
ceptible of proper Rules and Precepts ap- 


propriated to the Art he Studies, even the 


Rozaz Orator*s diligent care of his Son, as 
ſoall the Prudence of the beſt of Fathers 
prove Vain and Frutleſs. 'Thoſe that have 


* Dilog de read * Plato will ſoon be fatisfied of the | 


Scientia. 'T'ruth of this DoEtrin, who tells us, That 


Socrates Was the Son 


(as he Iumſelf re- 


counts) of a Midwite, yet that his Mother 
(though of great Experience in her Profeſ- 


Tia: Compariſon may be 
#:rificd in SOcrates's Un- 
derſt anarns alone, becauſe 
ke taught by Interroga- 
1ing; in 3 manner cauſing 
i be Scholar to attain ihe 
Science without being 


{ aug it its 


{j0n) could not delivera Woman 


that came to her,except ſhe were 
firſt with Child ; ſolikewiſe he 
n (imitation of his Mother) 
could not inculcate Learning 1n- 
tolisScholars,it their Gerzzs was 
not adapted to it, he knew full 


well, Sciences were in a manner natural 
to thoſe only that had proper Wits ; and {0 
it happens (as we find by Experience) to 
thoſe that have forgot what they knew for- 
merly, who upon receiving the leaſt Hints, 


recollect the whole matter. 
Maſters any more to do with their Scho- 
fars (as Itake 1t) than to open the*way to 


Nor have 


Learning; 


\ 
\ 


TE "TOR 
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Learning ; for if they have good Inven- 
tions, by theſe alone they may attain great 
Perfection ; otherwiſe they do but plague 
themſelves and their Teachers, and will 
never arrive at what they pretend to. For 
were I my {elf a Maſter, before I received 


any Scholar to my School, I would fitt him 


narrowly, to find out it I could, what kind 


of Genius he had; and if I diſcover'd in 


him a propenfity for Learning,* I profels I 


ſhould cheartully receive him ; for it is a 


oreat fatisfaction to the Teacher to initruct 
a'Man of Parts, otherwiſe I ſhould adviſe 
him, to apply himſelf to ſome Study fitter 
tor him ; but it T tound he was not 1n the 


leaſt capable of any Learning, I ſhould ad- - 


dreſs to him in {uch'tender and endearing 
Words as thefe ; Brother, there being no 
likelihood of your ever ſucceeding in wha 
you have undertaken, tor God's lake, walte 
no more Time, nor loſe no more Pains, 
but ſeek out ſome other way to live, that 
requres not fuch Abilities as Learning. 
Experience exactly agrees with this, for 
we lee a g 
the Study of each Science ( let the Ma- 
{ter be good or bad) and in the concluſion, 
lome attain to great Learning, others to 


| indifferent, and the reit have done nothing 


throughout their whole courſe, but lot 
tneir "ime, ſpent their Money, and bear 


their Brains to no purpoſe. D2 | 


reat many Scholars enter upon _ 


ge 36 _ The Cryal of Wits. Chap. 111. 
"622 I carnot imagin how this ſhould happen, 
they all having the ſame Maſter, and uſing 
equal care and diligence of their own ; the 
Dull too, it may be, taking more pains 
than the Sharp Witted, The Difficulty 
yer leems greater, when we obſerve that 
4 thoſe who are unapt for one, are fit for an- 
KO. other Science; and the molt Ingenious in 
= one {ſort of Learning, proceedings to ano- 
2 ther make nothing of it. Nay, I my ſelf 
E. can atteſt the Truth of this, for there were 
F three School-tellows of us, that were let 

at the fame time to learn Latzz, one took it 

very readily, the other two could never 

ſo much as make a tolerable Oration. 
However, all three tell upon Logic, and one 
Ein” - that could make no hand of Grammar,: Ea- 
Us ole-hke penetrated into that Art, whereas 
the other two could not advance the leait 
{teptherein, during the whole Courſe. But 
then again, all three paſſing to the Study of Þ 
Aſtronomy, athing very obſervable, he that 
could neither icarn Latzz, nor Logze, i 4a 
tew davs {pace underſtood Aitronomy bet- 
ter than the Matter that taught him, of 
which the other two could underſtand no- 
thing. Whereat being a little ſurpriz'd, 1 
: torthwith began to Reaſon, and play the 
The Philoſopher, and at length found, that each 
+ « Science required a particular and proper 
Geaizr, which being diverted from that, 
was 
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was inſignificant in any other. Admuitting 


this to be true (as it 1s, of which we {hall 
by and by give Proof) whoever ſhould at 
this time of day, go into any ot our Col- 
leges, to ſound and examin their Abilities, 
how many would he move from one SCt- 
ence to another, and how many would he 
turn out of Doors for Dunces, and Block- 
heads, and how many would he putintheir 
places, whoſe narrow Fortunes have con- 
demn'd them to ſome Mechanic Trade, 
that nevertheleſs are by Nature better qua- 


lified for Learning? Bur ſeeing this 15 not. 


to be done, nor remedied, we {hall even 


feaveit as we found it. 
'Tisnot to be denied, but that, asThave 


ſaid, ſome Wits that are diſpos'd tor one, 


are nor ſo fit for another Science. And for 
that very reaſon, it is convenient betorethe 
Child be ſent to School, to diſcover his In- 
clination; and the tendency of his Parts, to 
tind out what Study 1s molt agreeable to 
Is Capacity, fo to order Matters, that he 
wholly apply.himfelf to that. Burt is re- 
quilite alſo to recolleCt that whar I have faid 
upon this'occaſion, is not {uſticient to pro- 
ducea Learned Man, but we muſt conſider 
other Qualifications no leſs neceſſary than a 


natural Diſpoſition. Therefore * Hzppo- * Lib. Jer. 
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crates faid, That Wit in Man may hold #72. 


ome proportion with the Earth, and the 
13 2 Seed 
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P The Tryal of Wits. Chap. I. 
__ Seed ſowninit; for though the Soll of it 
{elt prove ter tile and fat, nevertheleſs it 
muit be manured, and care taken what 

{o7t of Seed 15 moſt natural to it, tor all Land 
Snot alike fit for all Grain, without diſtin- 


ER ___ction, ſoime bearing better Wheat than 


Barley, other better Barley than Wheat ; 
and of that very Grain ſome is obſer vd to 
brias forth brighter and plumper, not inthe 
leait : admitting any other : Nor is this all 
that a good Husband-man is to do, for 
after he has tilPd the Ground in due Seaſon, 
he waits the proper Seed-time, which 1s 
10t to be expected at all Parts of the Year; 
and, the Corn being grown, he clears it of 
the Weeds, that it may multiply and thrive, 
ro produce the CXPCctcdl Fruit. So like- 
wiſe it 1 tay -o ite the Science moſt natural 
0 the Man being known, 'that he ſhould 
® {ct to the Study of 1t m his Childhood, 


il <vyx con becauſe * Ariſtotle ſays that 1s the ftteſt 


'V. time to learn. Beſides, that the Life of 


- ip 1 M an is ſhort, but Arts rediousand toilſom ; 
No __ whereiore, it 15 neceffary there be time e- 


NOU oh allo:tcd to learn them, and to excr- 

{c them, by that means to \ bring advan- 

tabe to the Commonwealth. The Memo- 

tail IV of Children, fſays + Ariftotle, reſembles 
a blank Paper without an Image, which 


OS being but young and tender, is capable oi 


any Impreſſion; not uke chat of Mes 
) 


Chap. ITT. @The Tryal of Wits. L 
Men, which being ſtuffed with a multitude 
of ObjeQs they have ſeen in the long courſe 
of their Life, 15 not ſo capable of receiving 
new ones. For this very reaſon, ſays 
* Plato, in the preſence of our Children we * Palo. de 
ought never to talk of any thing but true gt 
Stories and good Actions, which may ex- _ 
cite them to Virtue, for whatever they learn 
at that Age, they willnever forget. Quite 
contrary to+ Galez, who affirms, the pro- + In Ora- 
| pertimetolearn Artsand Sciences, is, when 49: ſualvr. 
| Nature hasattain'd her utmoſt Force, which je, © 
1s not agreeable to Reaſon, except there be 
ſome diſtinction made. Who- 
ever would learn Latiz, or any  ntheJccmd diviſion of 
other Language, ought to do it he rrens RN, 
in his tender Age, for it he ſtays Cas far as poſible) ave 
till he arrives at a confirm'd Ma- #4, 74a: being of a4 
: the moſt temperate, there- 
turity, he will never ſucceed. fare nor convenient to ſuf- 
In the ſecond part of Man's Age, cr i !9p2þ away, wirh- 
which is Youth, ſome pains xd 
ſhould be taken in the Art Of Man is to make profeſſion. 
. Syllogiſms, for then the Under- 3a 
{tanding begins to diſcover it felt, which 
holds the ſame proportion with Loprc, as 
Clogs do with the Feet of Mules, nor yet 
broke, with which having travell'd ſome 
days, they inſenſibly acquire a better Grace 
in their going. Even 1o the Underſtand- 
ing being inured to the Rules and Precepts 
of Logic, falls inſenſfibly into more familiar 
D 4 Merhods 
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T 5 Tryal of Wits, Chap. IN. 
Mcthods © di{courſing and arguing in the 
CCS AN 4 Piſputations. Manhood comes 
xt, When all che ipeculative Sciences may 
> learn'd, for then the Underſtanding is 
marure. Tt1s true, Ariſtotle excepts Natu- 
ral Philoſophy, alledging, that a Young 
Man is not ſufficiently qualified tor that 
Under taking, 1 in which hehas mit the Truth, 
becauſe that 15 a Science of higher Conſide- 
ration, and therefore requires a ſtronger 
| Por zment than any other, "The Age adapt- 
ed ior Sciences being known, a proper 
lice to lcarn them in ſhould be forthwith 


lought affer, where they teach nothing 


7. clic *, as at the Academies; tor the Youth 


mitt be {et out from his Father? s Houſe, 
becauſe the Fondneſs of his Mother, Bre- 
Joy -o_ Relations, and Friends (none of them 
of his ProfeſGon } arc orcat Impediments 
r0 ad Whuch 1s very vilible in ſuch 
SC holars iS are Natives of thoſe Cities and 
Pinces where Univerſities are ſcated, none 
nf therd! (unle(s almoſt by Miracle) ever” 
prove L 2arn'd. But this might be ealily 


cemedicd, by tranſplanting the Acadenues, 


and bc nding the Natives "of Salamanca tO 


Stuay 1t ic City of Alcala de Henares, and 


ON of Ate al. in Salazz4zzca, To aban- 


\ 


G40 ones Native Country ro by made W 1- 
er and WW er is of ftuch Importance, 
thatno Maſter in the World can teach one 
more, 


Chap. ITI. @The Tryal of Wits. 4k 
| more, eſpecially if ſuch a Man finds him- 

{elf at Liberty from the Engagements and 
Pleaſures of his own Country. 

Get thee out of thy Country (lays God to 
* Abraham) and from thy Kyndred, and from « Gn x1 
thy Father's houje, unto a Land that I will 
ſhew thee; and I will make of thee a great Na- 
tion, and I will bleſs thee. God fays the 
fame now in effect to all Mankind, who 
defire to improve in Knowledge and Wit- 
dom ; for although he can bleſs them in 
| their Native Country, nevertheleſs he will 
have them make uſe of the Means he ap- 
- points, and not to wait for Wiſdom as the 

pure Effect only of his Favour. But this 
is to be underſtood, ſuppoling, the Man to 
be Witty and able, for 1f he be nor, Vho- 
ever goes a Beaſt to Rome, returns from 5, 
thence the ſame. It avails but little for a invir« D+ 
Dunce to go to Study at Szlamazxca, it he oy 

| - _ {VLINCLYd. 

have no Brains, nor Senſc, nor any Maſter 
to teach him. 

The third Caution is, to find out a Ma- 
| {ter ofa clear Head, and good Method in 
| teaching, of ſolid and found Learning, 

without Sophiſtry or Trifling ; tor all that 

the Scholar has to do during the time he 
learns, is to receive all the Maſter pro- 
| Pounds, becauſe he has neither Wit nor 
| Vilcretion ſufficient to diſcern or diſtinguiſh 
between Right and Wrong ; and it proves 
El 
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a mcer chance, not inthe choice of the Pupil, 

to come at that very inſtant the Univerſity 

is {tored with good or bad Tutors. Thus 
*r111.Mc:þ 1t betel certain Phyſicians (of whom * Ga- 

eV. tex makes mention) who being convinc'd 
_. irom Reaſon and Experience of the Errors 
Wh in their Practice, ſo highly prejudicial to 
Mens Bodies, dropt Tears trom their Eyes 
bl in the Preſence of the ſame Phyſician, and 
| began to Curſe their il] Fate, for lighting 
on ſuch bad Maſters, when they entred on Þ 
their Studies. True it is, there are to be Þþ 
tound ſome Sagacious Pupils, that can ium- | 
mediately penetrate into the Parts of their | 
Tutor, and if his Doftrin be bad, reject, 
if good, approve it. Such as theſe, at the 
kong run inftrutt thei Maſters more than 
he does them ; for 1n ſifting, and {ubtilly 
poling them, they inform him 1n the {harp 
Rephes they make, ſuch as he would never 
have once dream'd of, or known, it the 
Mis Scholar by his happy Wit hadnot put them 
T7 into his Head. But of ſuch as can do theſe 
Nb Teats, there be but one or two at moſt, but 


——_— 


the Dunces are without Number ; where- 
tore 1t 15 expedient (ſeeing no care is taken 
ro Elect and Examin what Wits are fit for 
Sciences) that the Academies ſhould be al- 
T1 ways provided with able Maſters, of clca! 
[0 Heads, and found Learning, which may 
not impoſe their Errors and falſe Dactrins 
Ip on the Ignorant. Tix 
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The fourth Conſideration to be made uſe 
of, is, to Study the Science with Order, 
beginning at its very Principles, paſſing 
through the middleto theend, not making 
thoſe Firſt Prmciples, which preſuppoſe_ 
Others. For this reaſon it was ever eſteem- 
ed a fault to hear ſeveral Lectures on divers 
SubjeQs, and to carry them home promil- 
| cuoufly, leaving, by this means, ſuch a 
medly of thingsin the Underitanding, that 
when they come to be put in Practice, a 
Man can have no recourſe to the Precepts 
of his Art, becauſe they are not in any con- 
venient Order : It is much better to take 
| fomepains incach diſtin& Study, in a me- 
| thod mbſt natural toits Inititution, becaufe 
| WW the fame way it is acquir'd, it will be {till 
'Þ retard in the Memory. And more par- 
) WM ticularly it 15 neceflary this be obſerv*d by 
' W fuch as have naturally a contus'd Under- 
BY ſtanding, which may be eaſily remedied, 
1 by hearing one thing at once, and that be- 
© ing over, to proceed to another, and fo till 
CW. the whole: Art be run through. * Galez * Lib. de 
- | well knowing of what Importance it was _—_ 
np to ſtudy the Matter with Method and wm. 
FF Order, Writ a Book on purpoſe to direct 
| the Method which ought to be obſerv'd in 
| Reading his Works, to the end the Phyſi- 
can might not be confounded. To this 
Others add, That a Scholar in Learning | 
{hould 
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The Tryal of Wits. Chap. IT. 
ſhould never have more than one Book, in 
which is clearly contain'd the Point he Stu- 


dics, and apply himſelf to that alone, and 


not to many, leſt he ſhould be confounded 


and perplex'd ; and fo far they are in the 


right. The laſt thirfg that makes a very 
Learned Man, is to ſpend much time 1n 
Study, to wait patiently its Digeſtion, and 
co allow it good Settlement ;\tor even as 
the Body 1s not nouriſhed by the<quantity 
of what we Eat or Drink in a day, ſomuch 
as by the quality of it, when it 1s aſſimila- 
ted and digeited by the Stomach ; 1ſo our 
Underitanding 1s not improv'd by the great 
deal we read in a {hort time, but by what 
we underſtand by little and little, and 
pauſe upon between whiles. Our Wit en- 
creaſcs more and more each day, in hght- 
ins by length of time upon thoſe things 
we {hould not otherwiſe have known or 
apprehended. Wit, hike Plant, Animal, 
and Man, has its ſeveral Stages, that 1s to 
lay, ts Beginning, Progreſſion, . Perfect 
State and Neclenfion : It ſprings in Child- 
hood, grows up in Nonage, comes to a 
Confiſtence in the Middle-age, and de- 
clinesin Old Age. So that he, who would 
know when his Underſtanding 1s at the 
Pitch of Pertection, may be aſſur'd *tis be- 
Veen "{lirty-three, and the end of Fifty 
Years, more or keſs ; in which compaſs, he 

ma} 
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| may beable to judge of Grave Authors, 
| whointhecourſeoftheir Lives have broach- 
= ed uncommon Opinions. And whoever 
| would write Books, {ſhould do it at that 
very Age, not {ooner, or later, unleſs he 
would eat his Words, or change his Opt- 
nion. However the Age of Man holds not 
in all People the ſame Meaſure and Propor- 
tion ; for in ſome, Childhood draws to a 
Period in the T'weltth ; in others, not till 
the Fourteenth ; in ſome, 1t determines the 
Sixteenth ; and in the reſt, not till the 
Eiohteenth Year. T hele liye long, becauſe 
| their Youth reaches not to little leſs than 
Forty ; and their Manhood holds on to S1x- 


ty Years. Belides which, they have Twen-_ 


ty Years of Old Age; whence their Thread 
{tretches to Eighty ; which 15 the limit of 
the Healthieſt. "The firſt that finiſh their 
Childhood at T'welve Years, arevery ſhort 
lv*d, begin early to Diſcourſe, their Beard 
comes ſoon, aad their Wit laits but a little 
time; theſe ordinarily decline at Thirty- 
hve, and end their Days at Eightand forty 
Years. 

There is not one of all the Qualincations 
| already mention'd, but whar is very necel- 
ary, uſeful, and convenient co be obſery- 
| Ed, that' the young Student may come to 
tomething ; but above all, to polleſs a G-- 
2 \untable to the Science he 15 to Study. 


= ER. 
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Nature is the moſt ne- 
cefſſary Condition of all, by 


which thoſe that apply 2 


themſelves to Aris, pene- 
zrate thoroughly. © Hipp. 
de decen. ornatu. 

Baldus coming to Stuay 
the Law in his Old Age 
was lauzhed at, and told, 
Sero venis Balde, in alto 
ſeculo eris Advocatus. 
Tet having a Genius 4- 
adapted to the Srudy of the 
Law, he proved in a jhors 


time a very extraordinary 


La WYers, 


46 The Tryal of Wits. 


Chap. III. 


For with this we have obſerv'd, 


- that many Men who have be- 


7un to Study 1n a far ſpent Age; 
Nay, though they have lighted 
upon bad Maſters, an 11] Me- 
thod, and ſtudied in their Na- 
tive Country, yet all this not- 
withſtanding, have 1n a {hort 
time provd very Learned Men. 
For if Wit be wanting ( ſays 
Hippocrates) all other Pains are 
loſt, No Man confirms the 
Truth of this better than honeſt 


Tully, who full of Grief to ſee his Son ſuch 
a Blockhead, and that nothing could make 
him a Scholar, expreſs'd himlelt after this 
manner, 7 o ſtrive againſt Nature, what 1 it 
but Giamnt-like 10 make War with the Gods 
As it he would have ſaid, What more re- 
{embles the Giants War with Heaven, than 
for an Inſipid to ſet up for a Man of Parts? 
For like as the Giants never Conquer'd the 
Gods, but were always baffled by them ; 


even 1o empty Pretenders to Learning, that 


ſtriveagain{t Nature, wall in the end have 
the Worſt of it. Nay, Czcero himſelf ad- 


viles us not to offer Violence to Nature, nor 


attempt to be Orators in ſpite of her, for it 
w1ll be but Joſt Labour, 


CHAP. 


| Chap. IV.. The Tryal of Wits. 47 
| CHAP. 1V. 
| Nature only qualifies a Main for Learning, 


T is a common Saying, and much uſed 

by the Antient Philoſophers, that Na- 
| ture qualifies Man tor Learning: Art with 
| ir#Rules and Precepts facilitates, but Uſe 
and Experience of Particulars gains the 
{ Maſtery. But no Man has yet declared 
Z what this Nature 1s, nor in what Claſs of 
| Cauſes it ought to be rank'd; they only 
FE afirm, W hoſoever pretenas to Learning, and 
{ wants that alone, Arts, Experience, Maſters, 
| Books, and Indaſiry prove but all in Vain, 
© There is a great Conteſt between the Na- 
tural Philoſophers, and the Vulgar, about 
| aſhgning the *cauſe of this Effect ; The 
| Vulgar obſerving a Man of great Abilities, 
| wnmediately declare God to be the Author 
| of them, without giving themſelves any 
| turcher trouble, and with good reaſon, be- 
caule 1n Effect every good and perfect Gift 
| cometh from above, from the Father of L-19hts. 
| There is no Natural Cauſe (fay the Phi- 
| lolophers) can produce Effects arnv'd with 
| luch Force and Energy as God : Sofar they 
| are all agreed, that the firſt Cauſe hears 
more than Fire, refre{hes more than Water, 
iluminates more than the Sun himſelt, and 

mA i 


The Tryal of Wits. Chap. IV. 
1 our particular Formation, *tis that which 
preſides over Nature, and that diſpenſes or 
denies Wit to Men. Which Confideration 
made the Royal Prophet Davia cry out, 
Thy hands have made me and faſhioned me, give 


RL me Vnderſiendins that I may learn thy Com- 
mon mapdments, Al the Antient Philoſophers 


#  1na fort confeſs the ſame thing, -by Inſtinct 
it.” of Nature alone, conducted by right Rea- 
OY ſon to atteſt this Truth in ſpight of all Op- 
=_ - polition. Twas upon that foot, Plato 
knowing no City could be built without the 
Divine Aſſiſtance, nor any good Laws made 
3612 to conſerve Men in Peace atter an Eſtabliſh- 
4 ment thereof, framed a Law, by which it 


y; XS us C: 


was provided, That the Divine Aſſeſtance 
# {hould be invoked at the beginning of every 
b-7 Action, becauſe without that no good thing 
; could have 4 Juſt Accompliſhment. Whuch 


is the fame thing that was ſaid by King 


py: 6 : . 
Ut the Watchman waketh but in vain. FHippo- 
-/ crates deſigning to reduce into Method the 
=_ Art of Curing thoſe Diſeaſes to which 
| 


Women, by reaſon of their Sex, are ex- 
poſed, and eſteeming it to be a very diftt- 
cult matter, ſaid, He that would treat of 


theſe Matters to purpoſe, ought firſt to invoke 


the Gods, and afterwards to conſicder and aice- 
ly diſtinguiſh the Nature, Ape, and T empera- 
ment of Women, as alſo the Climate where 


- they 


[4f: David before, Except the Lord keep the City, - 


how aciin "AS 
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they live, Which the Natural Philoſopheis 


could not away with, becauſe when they 
were to ſearch into the Cauſe of any Eftect, 
they ſtop'd at the Firſt and Univerſal, 

without looking further, or having regard 
to the Order or Dependence of Second 
Cauſes, as if they had nor been Influenc'd 
to produce fuch an Effect. Which occa- 
{10n'd Hyppocrates to blame Draz4's Prieits 
for moving the Women, in their grievous 
Diſeaſes, to offer up at the Temple, their 
{tately Gar ments,and moſt precious Jewels, 
and to leave there the Medicine s; Whereas 
the proper Remedy tor their Malady, was 
(as Hippocrates ſays) toBleed, or Purge, it 
may be, or advie them to Mar iy, it they 
were at Age. A Natural Philoſopher bc- 
INS 10 Diſcourſe one day with a Gramma- 
rien, a curious Gardiner came up to them, 

and asked them, what was the reaſon th at 
Having taken fuch pains with the Earth, 

to dis, tofift, to cleanſe, and dung it, yet 
it never brought forth ſo Tod Seed as he 


Sow'd; whereas the Phants it produc'd of 


its Own NEO; grew up With a great dea! 


of eaſe ? The Grammarian antwer os It 
came to paſs by the Divine Provider ce, 


which had ſo diſpos' it, for the good Go- 


wry ament ofthe World. Bur the Natural 

Plulolopher fell a Laughing at thatanfwer, 
!ecing he had recourſe t 8) God, 45 being [9- 
ty 2 - BOorane 
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The Tryal of Wits. Chap. IV. 
norant of the Connexion of Natural Caules, 


and in what manner their Effects are pro- 
duced. 'The other ſeeing him 


A Man cuzhti to know laugh, asl2d him if he ridicuPd 


encuzh of each Science , 


bow jor its Jariſeifion ex* him? The Philoſopher anſwer'd, 


r 


SFO 


* Fn Epil K 
4 Dune made to rhe oreat Philoiopher Democritns, 


ty 


#-14;, ana what Queſticus it was not him, but the Maſter 


P y properly belong 9 ir. 


that had taught him no better, 


becauſe the Cognizance and Solution of the 


Mottons of Divine Providence (as they are. 
Surernatural Acts) appertain to the Meta- 
phylicians (now a-days called Divines) tor 
the Gardener's quei{tion was Natural, and 
properly belong'd to the Natural Philoſo- 
phers, thoſe being eſtabliſh*d and maniteſt 
Cauſes, whence tuch Efiects are produc'd. 
For which reaſon the Philoſopher ſays, That 
the Earth reſembled a Mother-in-law, that 
took a particular care of her own Children, 
bur ſtarved thoſe of her Husband ; for we 
oblcrve hers to be plumpand in good liking, 
buc the other meager, lank, and ll colour- 
ed. 'The Plants the Earth produces of her 
icit, come out of her own Bowels; thoſe 
the Gardener railes, are forc'd by Art, be- 
ng the Daughters of another ſtrange Mo- 
thier, Void of the Virtue and Nouriſhment 
that inould make them thrive, and what 
5communicated only to the Plants, ſhe her 
tel brings torth. 

* Hippocrates confirnvd this in his Viſit he 


; - who 


of OS EN 
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Chap. IV. The Tryal of Wits. 
who acquainted him with the falfe Notions 
the People had of Phytic, who, as if they 
were free from all Diſeaſes, had nothing 
in their Mouths, but that God had healed 
them, and ut 1t had not pleaſed him, the 
Phyſicians Care and Skill had been all em- 
ployed to no purpoſe, and thehke. This 1s 
the old way of Talking, and which has fo 
often been in vain exploded by the Natu- 
rali{ts, that iris not worth while to endea- 
vour to {ilence 1t; Neither 1s it altogether 
convenient, becaule the Vulgar, whoarenot 
acquainted with the particular Cauſes of any 
Efect whatever, anſwer better, and with 
moretruth,trom the univerfal Cauſe (which 
is God) than to run into Impertinences. 
However, I have many times coniider'd 
with my 1elt, whence it ſhould come, that 
the Vulgar ſhould ſoreadily aſcribeall things 
' to God, taking no noticeat all of Nature,and 
not without ſome lecret Abhorrence of Na- 
tural Means. I know not well how tod:vine 
the true Cauſe, but thus much IT fiad, that 
the Generality of People being ignorant, 
which Effe&ts more immediately to refer to 
God, and wluch to Nature, prate after this 
manner ; beſides, that Men are (tor the 
moſt part) impatient, and Friends to thoſe 
that firſt gratify their Deſires. And the 
Proceſs of Nature being tlow, and requi- 
ring kngth of Time, they have not Pa- 
2 FIEnce» 


— 
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The Tryal of Wits. Chap. IV. 
tience to attend the Event, but knowing 
the Omnipotence of God, who in an Inſtant 
does what he pleaſes, of which they want 


not many Inſtances, they either beg at his 


Hands Health, with the Paralitic ; or Wil- 


__ dom, with Solomon; oreRiches, with Job; 


or Deliverance from their Enenues, with 


David. 


An other Reaion is, becauſe Men are 
Opinionative and Conceited, moſt of them 


wiſhing in their Hearts that God would di- 


{tinguiſh them by ſome particular Favour, 
not in the common Road, and as he makes 
the Sun to ſhine upon the Juſt and the Un- 
wit, and the Rainto deſcend upon all alike; 
Favours being rather the more eſteem'd, by 
how much the Rarer they are, and more 
Appropriate to a tew, Upon which pre- 
tence wehave ſeen many Men teign Mira- 


racles, in Times, and Places of Devotion, 
for Which cauſe People flock about them,and 


pay juſt Veneration to them, ( as Perſons 
in Favour and Efteem with Heaven) and 


if they are poor, they beſtow conſiderable 


Alms upon them, who play the Religious 
Wounterte:ts for Intereſt. 
The third Cauſe is, Men are lovers. of 


we. is. 


their Eaſe, and Natural Cauſes being in ſuch 
1n Order, and Concatenation, as requires a 


v4 


i 


: ; . . . - 
7reat deal of Time and Application to dif- 


cover their Effects : therefore they had ra- 


t]hicr 
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ther God ſhould exert his Omnipotence, 
that ſo they might without the leaſt Pain 
or Delay obtain their Deſires. TI ſhalltake 
no notice of the Malice of thoſe, who feek ' 
tor Miracles from God, to tempt is Om-. 


nipotence, to try if he can work them : 


nor of others, who to gratify their Revenge, 


call for Fire from Heaven, and the like 1c- 

vere Inſtances of the Divine Vengeance. 
The laſt Reafſonis, that the Vulgar, ge- 

nerally ſpeaking, are very Religious, and 


deſirous that God ſhould be greatly Ho- 


nour*d, and much Glorihed, which comes 
to paſs by Miracles, rather .than Natural 


Events ; tor the common People are not. 
| aware, that God is not the Author of all 


Supernatural and Extraordinary things, fo 
much to proclaim his Almighty Power to 


ihe Ignorant, as to employ them as nobler | 
Arguments to confirm his Doc&trin, and 


that unleſs upon ſuch an Emergency, he 


never works any. "This 1s cafily under- | 


{tood, if we conſider, that God, works not 
now ſuch Miracles as once in the 0/4 and 
New Teſtament, and the Reaſon is, becauſe 
he has already dgne all that was necetſary 
on his part, that Man might not pretend 
Ignorance, but to imagine that he ſhould 
be ready to employ the fame Arguments 
again and again, and work new Miracles 


£0 confirm atreſh his old Doftrin (a5 in the | 
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The Tryal of TWits. Chap. IV. 
Inſtances & raiſing theDead, giving Sight 
to the Blind, Feet to the Lame and Para- 
htic) 1s a great miſtake ; for at the {ame 
*initant as God teaches Men what 15s conve- 

ment, hz confirms it by Miracles, without | 


: [07 cn. repeating them eVEery day a-new. * God 
-\1' ſpoke once, and did not repeat the ſame a 


ſccond time. * The cleareſt Indication Thave 
to diſcover a Man that has no Wit pro- 
penie to Natural Philoſophy, 1s, when I 
lee Jum retcrring all things to Miracles, 
without any diſtinction : As on the other 
hand, there 1s no need to call in queſtion 
their Underſtanding, who cannot reſt ſa- 
tishcd without diſcerning the particular 
(Caule of every Effect. Thele are well a- 
ware that ſome Events are to be referred 
immediately to God, as are Miracles ; and 
orhers again to Nature, as thoſe that have 
their immediate Cauſes, from which they 
ordinarily flow. But let us talk at what 
rate we pleaſe, God 1s always underſtood . 
tobetlic Author, even of thelaſt; for when 
Irijtotte ta1d,, + God and Nature make n0- 
thing in Vain, henever meant that Nature 
was an Univerſal Cauſe, having a Power 
independent upon God, but a Name only 
. of that Order and Subordinate Rule ap- 
- pointed by God himſelf, in the Creation of 
the World, to the end that ſuch Effects 
mgnt duly tucceed, as were neceſlary tO 
ItS 


Chap. IV. The Tryal of Wits. 55 
its Conſervation and Continuance in the _ 
{ame {tate. So weffay the King and Civil 
Right can do no Wrong, by which man- 
ner of {peaking, no Man takes the I erm 
(Right) to ſignifie another Prince of fepa- 
rate Tur {diction from the King, but _—_ 
as a Term by its {igmfication importing all 
the Lawsand, Ordinances made by the King 
himſelt to pr eſcrve the State in Peace. 

Like as a King has ſome peculiar Pre- 
rogatives , that cannot be Deter mined 
by the Law, as being Paramount and Ex- 
rraordinary ; even 10 has God reſery*d to 
himſelf the Effects of Miracles, tor the Pro- 
duction of which, he has given no Com- 
miſſion or Power to Natural Cauſes; 
where, by the way, we may obſerve that 
he who takes them for ſuch, and can diſtin- 
guſh them ftromnatural EfteRs, muſt geeds 
be a very acute Natural Philotopher, and 
underſtand no leſs than every Effect, as it 
{prings from its immeclate Cauie, tho” this 
i5 not enough neither, it the Catholic 
Church hath never declared yn” MM 
them for ſuch ; for like as Ad- a! p3i\.fopby mak: A 
vocates engaged j in the Study of itn Mirae where 1:9, 
the Civil Laws haveit imprint Pm 
ed in their Memory, the better to know 
and underitand the Kings Pleaſure 1n rhe 
Determination of each particular Calc - E- 
ven ſo the Natural Ph:lotophers ( being 
E 4 Advo- 
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The Tryal of Wits, Chap. IV. 
Advocates in their Faculty) place their 
whole Srudy 1n this, to know the Order 
God eſtabliſhd at the inſtant he created 
che World, the better to diſcern what Cau- 
ies P wroduce, what Eftects and why ? And 
4 it would be ridiculous for a Lawyer to 
alledge in his Brevaate, as a {ſtrong Proot, 


chat the King commanded ſuch an Arr oſt. 
in ſuch a Caſe, without ſhewing the Law, 


and the Rue of Court, by which it ought 
robe decided : Sothe Natural Philoſophers 
taugh atthem, who pronounce this or that 
is Gods Work, without running through 
che Order, and inſeparable Connexion of all 
thepart: cular Cauſes concern'd in its imme- 
gate Production. 7 
And for the fame reaſon as a King de- 
jes to hearken to thoſe that preſs him to 
Abrogate and Nall a jult Law, or finally 


ro decide a Cafe contrary to the ſtanding 


Rules and Orders of his Miniſterial Cour t5: 


ſo neither will God likely hearken to thoſe 
chat importune kim for Miracles and Signs 
out of the ordinary Courte and Minittry 
of Nature, when there is no Occaſion for 


them. For ſhould a King every day null | 
1nd make Laws, and altey the Courſe of 


ure ( be 1t for the diverſity of Occaſions, 
My th Qugh the changes 1n lus Councils, be- 


ZAUIC Right and Tultice are not arrived at | 


all a once) yer the Natural Order of the 
Vniygkh, 


& - $4 PA WR DO ND NE. FErR LY OBE LIES, - - : S 5% 2 
C6 M8 Ce EE A ATED Innes” > DO OA, 1 oaaF Rs, 
HIV a Pn Obes, JESS 27 ITE OL LE EEO es HRS pe Es dts 
BY MORE Es Koo "CENT ev AO; OR ONE Re WE FL 9 2, 


*- 
8 
_—_ 


| Chap.IV. The Tryalof Wits. 57 
” Univerſe, by us called Nature, from the 
Creation to this Day, has ſufter*d no Change 
or Alteration in the leaſt; for he made it 
with {ſo much Wiſdom and Prudence, that 
not to- continue conitant in that Order, 
would be tacitly to lay a blame upon his 
Works. OO” 
But to return to that common Saying of 
the Antient Philoſophers, Vature makes able ; 
it 15 to be underſtood, that there 1s a Wit 
and Ability beſtow'd by God on Men, out 
of the ordinary Courſe of Nature, tuch was 
che Wiſdom of the Apoſtles, whobeing rude 
and illiterate, were wonderfully enhightned 
and flPd with Wiſdom and Knowledge. 
Which ſort of Parts and Qualthcations ve- 
rify not that Nature makes able ; tor that is 
a Work to be attributed immediately to 
God, and not to Nature. The like 1s to be 
underſtood ofthe Wildom of the Prophets, 
and of all others, upon whom God has pour- 
ed any of his Gifts. . There 3s another ſort 
o: Witamong Men, produced by the Or- 
der and Dependence of Cauſes appointed 
by God to lead to fuch an end ; and of rhis 
kind it may be truly faid, Nature makes 
zble, For (as we ſhall prove in the laſt 
Chapter of this Work) there 1s a certain 
Order and Dependence of Natural Caules, 
10 that if Parents in the Act of Genera- 
t0n would duly obſcrvs it, all their Chil- | 
- dren 
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dren would be Wile, and none of them O- 


therwilſe. 

However, 1n this Diſcourſe {uch a {igni- 
fication of Nature is too looſe and confus'd, 
nor is the Underſtanding content to reſt 
here, without tracingevery particular Effect 

up to its Ultimate Canke e ; and therefore 
there 1s need to find out another meaning 
of this Word (Nature) which may be more 
accommodate to our purpoſe. 

* Ariſtotle, and all other Natural Philo- 
ſophers, Were more Particular, calling Na- 
cure, every ſubſtantial Form that oives Be- 
ng toa thing, and 1s the Principle of all its 
Operations. In which {enſe, our Rational 
Soul with good Reaſon is cald Nature, for 


irom HSE of we receive the Form wd Be- 


ing we have of Men, and the {ame 1s the 


Principle of all our Actions: tor all Rational 


Souls are of equal Perfe&ion ( as well the 


Wyie Man's as the Fool's) and fo we may 
not pronounce, that it 1s Nature (in this 
ſenſe) makesa Man witty ; for if that were 
true, all Men would be equal j in Wit and 
Capacity, and thereupon the ſame | Ar:- 


on Prob, ſtotle found out another S1gmfcation of 


Nature, umporting the Reaſon and Cauſe 
of a Man's being o capab! gor incapable ; ſay- 
ing, that the Temperament of the four firli 
Qualities (Heat, Cold, Moiſture, and 
Dr:nels S) were tO be call'd Nature, inal- 

much 
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much as from them proceed all the Abili- 
ties of Men, all the Virtues and Vices, and 
all the great variety of Wit we diſcover in 
the World. And he proves it clearly by 
conſidering the ſeveral Parts of the Age 0 


the wiſeſt Man, who in his Childhood 1s 
no more than a Brute Beaſt, employing 


no other Powers than the Iraſcible and Con-_ 


cupiſcible ; when Youth comes, he betrays 
an admirable Wit, which we ſee continues 


roa certain Period, and nolonger ; for old _ 


Agedrawing on, his Wit every day declines, 


till in the End it is wholly lott. Afſuredly 
the diverſity of Wit proceeds not from the 


Rational Soul, for that in all Ages is the 
ſame, without ſuffering any Alteration in 
its Vigor, or Subſtance, except a Man in 
the ſeveral Stages of his Life changes his 


Conſtitution, or has a different Diſpoſition; 


and from hence is it that the Soul a&ts one 
part in the Childhood, another 1n Youth, 
and yet another in old Age; whence may 
be drawn an evident Argument, that ſec- 
1ng the ſame Soul performs contrary Ads in 
one and the ſame Body, by having in each 
Divition of Age, a difterent Temperament ; 
whenſoever of two Boys, the one 15 Witty, 
the other a Dunce, the ſame happens by 
each having a diverie Temperament from 
the other, which ( being the Principle of 
all the Operations of the reaſonable Soul) 
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is by Phyſicians and Philoſophers call'd 
Nature ; in which ſenſe this Saying, Na- 
ture makes able, 1s properly Verified. In 
confirmation of which Doctrin, Galez writ 
a Book, proving, that the Operations of 
the Soul were influenc'd by the Tempera- 
ment of the Body, in which it dwelt; and 
that by: reaſon either of the Heat, Cold, 
Moiſtureand Drinels, of the Climate where 
they lived, or the Qualities of the Mear, 
they eat, and of the Waters they drahk, 
and of the Air they breathed in, ſome were 
Fools, and others Wile ; ſome Stout, and 
others Cowards ; ſome Cruel, and others 
Gentle ; ſome Reſerv*d, and others Open; 
{ome Lyars, and others Speakers of Truth; 
fome Traytors, and others Loyal ; ſome 
Turbulent, and others Calm ; ſome Crat- 
737, and others Sincere; fome Sordid, and 


others Generous ; ſome Modeſt, and others 
 impudenr ; fome Incredulous, and others 
{Credulous ; im Proof of which, he quotes 


many Places out of Hrppocrates, Plato, and 
Ariſtotle, aſſerting, that the Diverſity of 
Nations as to the Frame of their Bodles, 
and the 'Turn of their Soul, was owing to 
tis Difference of Temperament. Winch 
15 found truc by Experience, how much 
re Greeks differ from the Scyrhians, the 
irench from the Spaniards, the Indians 


{rom the (rermezs, and the Erhioptans from 


the 
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Chap. IV. The Tryal of Wits. 
the Engliſh. Neither is this only tobe ob- 
| ſerv'd in Parts ſo remote from each other, 
but 1f we conſider even the Provinces that 
| ſurround all Sparz, we may diſtribute the 
Virtues and Yices already mentioned a- 
| ov the Inhabitants, allotting to each 
his Virtue and his Vice refpe&ively. For 
= we reflect on the Wit and Manners of the 
 Catalans, Valentians, Murcians, Granadins, 
Je a E fremadurians, Portugueſes , 
Gallicians, Aſturians, Miquelets, Biſcayners, 
Nawvarrers,, Arragomans, and Caſtilians, 
who ſees and knowsnot that they differ one 
trom another, not only in the Lineaments 
of ther Faces, and Make of their Bodies, 
but alſo in the Virtues and V ices of the 
Soul, and that all this 1s the Conſequence 
of each Provinces poſſeſſing a ditterent 
Temperament ? Nor 1s this Diverlity of 
Manners only to be obſery'd m Countries 
lo disjoined, but even 1n Places ſeated not 
more than a little Leaguediſtant, the Vari- 
ety of Wit amongſt the Inhabitants is hard- 
ly to be believed. Finally, what Galez 
writ 1n his Book, is the Foundation of this 
Work; although he did not arrive at the 
particular diſcuſſion of the Difterence ot 
Wits amongſt Men, nor the Sciences which 
each 1n particular required ; yet he knew 
tull well it was neceflary to. makea Repar- 
tition of the Sciences among the TE 
anc 
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The Tryal of TUits. Chap. V. 
andto aſſign to each, that which was moſt 
ſuitable to his Gez7zs ; when he ſaid, that 
Well-order'd Republics {ſhould employ 
Men of great Wiſdom and Knowledge, 
who in their growing Years ſhould ſound 
the Wit and Natural Application of each, 
{0 to engage them to learn the Art moſt 


' agreeable to them, not leaving it to them 


to act at their own choice. 


he 


CHAP. V. 


ok 


What Power the Temperament has to. ; 


make a Man Wiſe and good Na-. 


tured. 


[ [ Ippocrates, in conſideration of the good 


diſpoſition of our Rational Souls, | 


and how trail, and every way ſubject to 
change Human Bodies, wherein they dwell 


are; dehvered a Sentence worthy {o great 


an Author. Orr Rational Soul is always the 


fame, throng hout the whole courſe of our Life, 


in Touth and in Age, when we are Children, 


and grown Men; the Body quite contrary, 


never continues 132 0ne State, 07 15 there uny 
Means to keep it ſo, And although ſome 
Phyſicians have been in ſearch of an Art 


to this purpoſe, yet they have never been 


able 
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able to prevent the Changes attending eve- 
ry Age of Man, with all their Rules and 
Precepts: For Childhood is, and will be, 
hot and moiſt ; Youth, temperate ; Man- 
hood, hot and dry; Middle-Age, mode- 


rate 1n heat and cold, but offending in too 
- much drineſs ; and Old-Age, cold anddry. 
We can no more hinder Heaven from 
changing the Weather almoſt every mo- 
ment, than we can the Air making ſuch 


changeable Imprefſions on our Bodies. 
Whence he concludes to make a Man wiſe 
that was not 1o at firit, there need not be 
any Jog, in the Rational Soul, nor any en- 
deavour to Mehorate its Nature ; for be- 


ſides, that itis impoſlible, there is no need, 


it wanting in effect nothing of.the Harmo- 
nious Temper with which it was iramed, 
that can hinder Man from performing in 
Perfection thoſe Actions that are convent- 
ent for him. Therefore he {aid, Mhex the 
Four Elements, but more eſpecially Fire and 
Mater, enter the Compoſition of Man's Bogy, 
'n the ſame Proportion ana Meaſure, the Soul 
becomes very Ingenious, and endued with an 
Excellent Memory, but if the Water exceed 


the Fire, it proves Stupid and"Daull, not 19 © 


much through any defect ot her own, as 


from the Inſtrument wherewith {he acts 


being depraved. Which Galen weighing 


well, boldly concluded, thar all the Inc!:- 


nation?® 
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Soul, follow'd without doubt the Conſti- 
tution of the Body, with which ſhe was 


_ clothed ; and .proceeding, yet further, he 
blames the Moral Philoſophers, tor not 
Studying Phyſic, ſccing *tis certain, that 


not only Prudence, which is the Founda- 
tion of all the Virtues, but alſo Fortitude, 


fultice, and Temperance, with their op- - 


polite Vices, depend in great meaſure on 
our Conſtitutions ; therefore he ſaid, it 
was the Employment of Phylſic, to expel 


Vices from Man, and to introduce their 


contrary Virtues: So that he has left us an 
Art to Extinguſh Luft, and to raiſe Chaſtt- 
ty; to render the Proud, more Plant and 
Tractabie ; the Covetous, Liberal; the 
Coward, Valant ; the Ignorant, Wile and 


Knowing; and all the care he employs to ' 


obtain his End, 1s, only to correct the I! 


Conſtitution of the Body, by the aſſiſtance |. 
_ or Phylic, and a Regimen correſponding to 


each Virtue, and contrary to each V ice, 
without any regard in the leaſt of the 
Soul, purſuant to the Opinion of Hrppocra- 
zes, Who openly declar'd, the Soul was not 
tubject to any Change, and ſtood in need 
of no Power to acquit her felt of thoſe Ties 
{he was under, provided ſhe had good 'Or- 
gans: Whereupon he conceiv?d it, was ht- 


tle leſs than anError, to feat the Virtues 1n 


the 
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nations and Diſpoſitions of the Rational 
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Chap. Vo @The Tryal of Wits, 65 
the Soul, and not in the Organs of the Bo- 
dy, by which the Soul atted, and without 
which he thought no Virtue was to be ac- 
quired, except by introducing anew Tem- 
perament. 

But this Opinion of his 1s talſe, and con- 
trary to that ordinarily recetv*d by the Mo- 
ral Philoſophers that the Virtues are tpiri- 
tual Havits, having. their Seat in the Ra- 
tional Soul ; for ſuch as the Subject is, ſuch 
mult be the Accident which 15 received : 
Moreover, that the Soul being the Agent 
and Mover, and the Body the Patient which 
15 moved by it, it 1s much more to the Pur- 
pole toplacethe Virtues inthe Agent, rather 
than 1n the Patient. 
| And were the Virtues and Vices fuch - 
| Habits as depended purely on the Confti- 

tution, 1t might thence be concluded, that 
Man acted only as a Natural Agent, and 
not as a Free one; tor. ſo he would be 1ne- 
vitably {way'd, in proportion to the good 
or bad Diſpoſition attending his Conſtitu- 
tion, and by conſequence his Beſt Actions 
would deſerveno Reward, nor his Worit 
no Puniſhment, according to the Saying, 
That as to things which are Natural to us, we 
can neither Merit nor Demerit, But on the 
contrary, we ſee a great many Perions, who 

| tail not to be Virtuous, in {pite of a Con- 
 ſtitution that is Vitious and Deprav*d, and 
Þ fuck 
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The Tryal of Wits. Chap. V. 


ſuch as rather diſpoſes them to Evil than 


Good, according to that Saying, \ That 4 


wiſe Man is Superior to the ill Influences of | 


Heaven : And for what concerns wile and 
dHicreet Actions, we ſee many indifcreet 


Actions committed by very Wiſe and well | 


Temper'd Men ; as on the other ſide, not 
a few diſcreet Actions committed by Per- 
ſons that are not ſo; and who are of no 
happy Conſtitution. Whence we may 
collect, that Prudence and Wiſdom, and 


other Human Virtues, are from the Soul, 


and depend not at all upon the Compoſi- 
tion or Frame of Body, as Hippocrates and 
Galex have vainly imnagm'd. Though it 
may ſeem ſtrange,that theſe two great Phy- 
ſicians, and with them Ari/forle and Plato, 
were of the ſame Opinion, and all without 
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Truth. We are to take notice therefore, þ 


that the Perfect Virtues, ſuch as the Moral Þþ 


Philoſophers treat of, are Spiritual Habits, 
which have place in the Rational Soul,. and 


whoſe Being 15 altogether independent up- 
on the Body. From which it is evident, 


there 1s in Man neither Virtue nor Vice, 
(1fay nothing of Supernatural Virtues, 
as being not of this Rank) that has its 
proper 'lemperament of Body, either t0 
facilitate, or retard him in his A&tions; 
this Temperament then, the Moraliſts 1m- 
properly call Yrtus, or Vice, act S- 

tal 
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that Men, ordinarily ſpeaking, betray no 
other Inclinations than thoſe mark*d out by 
this Temperament ; Ifay ordinarily ſpeak- 
ins, becauſe in effe& many Mens Souls are 
f1Pd with perfect Virtue, although the 
Organs of their Body afford them no Tem- 
perament ſ{ubſervient to accompliſh the 
Deſires of the Soul ; and yet nevertheleſs 
for all that, by virtue of their Free Will, 
they tail not to act like good Men, though 
not without ſome Struggle and Reluctance: 
According to which St. Paul has ſaid, I de- 
light in the Law of God after the Inward Max, 


' - but T ſee another Law in my Members warring 


againſt the Law of my Mind, and bringing me 
into Captivity to the Law of Sin, which # 11 
my Members. O wretched Man that T am, 
who ſhall deliver me from the Body of this 

Death ? T thank God through Jeſus Chriſt our 
Lord. So then with the Mind 1 my ſelf ſerve 
the Law of God, but with the Fleſh the Law of 
Sin, In which Words St. Paz! gives usto 


underſtand, that he felt within himſelf two 


Laws, wholly oppolite ; one in his Soul, 
which made him to love God's Law ; the 
other in his Members, that led him to 
Sin. EO 
Whence we may gather, that the V ir- 
tues St. Paul had in his Soul, did not cor- 
reſpond with the Conftitution of his Body, 


| it being neceſſary for them to act with a 
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The Tryal of Wits. Chap. V. 
[weet Conſent, and without the Reſiſtance 
of the Fleſh, his Soul aſpir'd to Pray and 
Meditate ; but when in order to this, the 
motion preſented tohus Brain, 1t was found 
indifpoſed, becauſe of his oreat Coldnelſs 
and Moilture, which are {tupitying Qua- 
lities, and pr oper to move to Sleep. Of 


- - the ſame Temper were the three Diſciples 


that accompanied Jeſus Chriſt in the Gar- 
den, when he Pray'd, telling them, The 
Spirit z5 willing, but the Fleſh is wet, In 
like manner his Spirit would have Faſted, 
and when to that end the Offer was made 


_ tohisStomach, he found it weak and with-_ 


out {trength, as having an unruly Appe- 
tite : His Soul would have him Chaſt and 
Continent, but when the motion preſent- 
ed to theParts of Generation, it found them 


inflamed with Concupticence, and inciting 


111m to Actions of a contrary Nature and 
i Endency. 

Wirh ſuch like Inclinations as theſe, 
V1 LUOUS Pc -r{0n5 nd it a hard Task to live 
w£11, and not WW ithout Reaſon was 1t ſaid, 
T'lat the Road to Virtue was covered over 


win Thorys : But it the ſame Soul: that is 


bent upon Mednarion meets a Brain Hot 
and Dry,whicharethe Diſpoſitions peculiar 
to Watching ; and it when it attempts to 
Faſt, it finds a Stomach Hot and Dry, of 
wh; <> Conttitution, according to e's 

the 
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Chap. Vo @The Tryal of Wits. 
the Man 1s that loaths Meats ; and 1t when 
it aims to Embrace Chaſtity, it meets tie 
Parts of Generation Cold and Moult, with- 
out doubt it will accompliſh the leveral 
Propoſals without any Struggle or Relu- 
Ctance whatever ; becauſe the Law of the 
Mind and the Law of the Members exact 
both the ſame thing, and ſuch a Man, 1 
juch a Caſe, may act Virtuouſly, without 
any Violence to his Nature. Wheretore 
Galen ſaid, That it was the Part of a Phy- 
{1cian to make a Man Virtuous, that was 
tormerly Vitious ; and that the Moral Phti- | 
lolophers committed a great over-{ight 1 
not making ule of Phyſic, for attaining the 
Perfection of their Art; ſince in Correct- 
ing only the 11] Conſtitution of the Body, 
they might make the Virtuous act with- 
out any Check, and with a {weet Con- 
lent. | 
What T would deſire of Galez, and all 
the Moral Philoſophers, is, that admitting 
it to be true, that to each Virtue and Vice 
ſeated in the Soul, there correſponds a par- 
ticular Temperament of Body, which Aids, 
or Diverts it in Acting, they would have 
21ven us a particular Account of all Mens 
Virtues and Vices; and have told us by 
which Corporal Qualities, both one, and 
the other, are Supplanted, or Maintain'd, 
ro the Ead we might not be to {eek tor a 
Proper Remedy. FE: =  40- 


The Tryal of Tits. Chap. V. 
Arijiotle knew well, that a good Tem- 
pcrament made a Man Prudent, and of a 


_ good Ditpoſition, which occafion'd him to 


iay, That the good Temperament did not only 
affect the Body, but alſo the Mind of Man : 
But he has not ſhewn what this good 'Tem- 
perament was ; on the contrary, he aflert- 
ed, That Mens Diſpoſitions were founded 
upon Hot and Cold. But Hippocrates and 
Galen exclude thoſe two Qualities as V1- 
tious, aprroving the Equality of 'Tempe- 
rament, where the Heat exceeds not Cold ; 
nor the Moiſture, Drineſs. Which made 
Hippocrates ſay, If the great Moiſture of the 
Water, axa the exceſſive Drizeſs of the Fire, 
are equally Temper'd inthe Boay, the Man will 
be very Wiſe. Nevertheleſs many Phyſi- 
c1ans, becauſe of the great Reputation of 
the Author, upon Enquiring into this 
Temperament, have found that it does not 
Anſwer what Heppecrates promiſed ; but 
on the contrary, their Opinion was, that 
thoſe who had it, were Weak Men, and 
of little V15or, and did not expreſs mn their 
Actions {o much Conduct as thoſe of an 11] 
Conititution : They are of a very Sweet 
and Afable Temper, and Inoftenfive to 
every Man in Word and Deed, which 
makes tnem paſs for very Virtuous, and 
void of Paſſion, which raiſes Tempelts in 
the Soul, Lhele Phyſicians difapprove rhe 
equal 
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equal Temperament, inaſmuch as 1t dif- 
ables and flats the force of the Spirits, and 
is the cauſe they do not act freely as they 
ought. Which appears evidently in two 
Seaſons of the Year, the Spring, and Au- 
tumn, when the Air falls out to be Tem- 
perate. for then happen the Diſeaſes, inſo- 
much that the Body 1s obſerv'd to bemuch 
more healthful whenit is either very Hot or 
very Cold, than during the mediocrity of 
the Spring Time. 

Sacred Writ, in ſpeaking of the ſenſible 
Qualities, ſcems in a manner to fayour this 
Opinion, 1 would thox wert either Cold or 
Hot ; ſo then becauſe thou art Lukewarm, 1 
will ſpue thee out of my Mouth. Which ſeems 
to me to be grounded upon Ariſtotle's Do- 
ctrine, who held for an infallible Opinion, 
hat all the Natural A&tions of Man con- 
ſiſted in Heat and Cold, and not in a Luke- 
warmneſs and Mediocrity of Conſtitution. 


Bur Ar:ftotle would have done well to have. 


told us, what Virtue correſponds to cach 


of the "Qualities, and to what again the 


contrary V ice, that ſo we might have aP- 
plied in Practice the Remedics pretcribed 
by Galer. 

As for me, I believe Cold isof more Im- 


_ Portance to the Rational Soul, to preſerve 


its Virtues 1n due Peace, and £0 prevent all 


undue Ferments amonelt the Humours : 
Fs | for. 


The Tryal of Wits, Chap. V. 
tor G/:zz fays no lefs, there 1s no Quality 
10 Much blunrs the Concupiſcible and Iral- 
cible Faculty as Cold, nor that ſo power- 
tally excites the Rational Faculty, as Arz- 
jtotle aftures us that does, eſpecially 1t 1t be 
zoined with Drinels ; tor this 1s certain, as 

the Interior Part 1s difabled or depreſſed, 
the Faculties of the Rational Soul in the 
fame proportion are exalted and mlarged. 
Burt be that as it will, I would preſent to a 
Moral Philoſopher a Luxurious Drunkard 
and a Ghutton, to manage him according 


tothe Rules of Iis Art, and to inftll into his 


Soul the contrary g oo0d Habits of Chatitity 
and "Temperance, b y theſe means reducing 
him to act with all Moderation and Sobrie- 
ty, without introducing into his Conltitu- 
ton Cold and Drineſs, and without cor- 
recting the over=r uling Heart and Moiſture 
there was before ; It us ſee how he will 
Zo about it. Without doubt the firſt thins 
he does will be to ſhew him the Sordidnels 
of Luxury,and to lay before him the Train 
or Evils 1x draws after it, and in what dan- 

er lus FP! would be, if Death ſhould 

happe 3 20 turprize him on a ſudden, with- 
Out GIVING FRY re{pite to repent of his Sins. 
Aﬀte this, he gravely admoniſhes him to 
EB alt, Pry, and Meditate ; to Sleep but 
ttic, to lie hard, and without Delicacy ; 
£0 Wear Hair C] Jothes, and Ditciplne 4 
| 7 Je 
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ſelf; to fly the Company of Women, and 
to give Iimſelt wholly to P1ous Works; all 
which are comprized in this fine Aphoriim 
of St. Paul, Tkeep unaer my Body, and bring it 
into Subjettion. By means of theſe Auite- 
rities, if he practies them longs, he'll ap- 
pear Meager, Pale, and much Alter*d trom 
what he was, inſomuch that he who before 
hunted after Women, and that plac'd all 
his Happineſs in the Pleaſures of Fating 
and Drinking, will hardly have Patience 
to hear them ſpoke of. "The Moraliſt be- 
holding the Lewd Man 1o changed, will 
ſay, and not without reaſon, this Man has 
now acquired a Habit of Chaitiry and 
Temperance : But becauſe his Art reaches 
no further, he vainly imagines thele rwo 
Virtues are come I know not from whence 
to make him a Viſit, and to take up their 
Lodgings 1n his Rational Soul, without 
baving {o much as paſt through his Body. 
Inſtead of which the diſcerning Phylician, 
who knows whence his loſs oft Blood and 
Spirits proceeds, and how the Virtues are 
begor, and the Vices Extinewſhed, will 
De apt to pronounce, that this fame Man 
nas now the Habit of Chaſtity and Tem- 
perance, inaſmuch as by means of theſe Au- 
tterities he has impair”d his Natural Hear, 
in whoſe ſtead the Cold 1s introduc'd : For - 
Ut we reffeQ a little further, we ſhall clear- 


1 
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| The Tryal of Wits. Chap. V. 
ly fee this new way of living 1s capable of 
cooling him more; the Horror into which 
the Reprimand he received threw him, and 


the awful conſideration of the Pains of Hell 


prepared tor him, it he had died in mortal 
Sin, had without doubt mortified and 
chiPd his Blood. Whereupon Ariſtotle 
propoſed this Queſtion ; Mhy thoſe who are 
zn fear falter in their Speech, tremble with 
their Hands, and hang their Lips? It is Clays 
he) vecauſe this Paſſion is a defetf of Heat, 
which commences from the Parts above : 
Whence comes the Paleneſs of the Face. Ab- 
ttinence likewiſe 1s one of the things which 
chiefly mortifies the Natura! Heat, leaving 


'the Man cold : For our Nature is {upport- 


ed, ſays Galen, by Eating and Drinking, | 
in the ſame manner, as the Flame of the | 
Tamp is fed by the Oil; and there is ſo 
much natural Heat in the Body, that has. 
digeſted Fleſh-meats, that they afford him 
Nouriſhment in proportion to his Heat, 
and if they ſhould yield him leſs in quan- 
tity, his Heat would inſenſibly diminiſh, 
Which made Hzppocrates forbid the letting 
of Children faſt, becauſe their natural Heat 
Evaporated and Waſted for want of being 
ted. The Dtſcipline given, if it be dolo- 
rous, andreacheven to the fetching Blood, 
every man knows it extreamly diſſhipates 
tne vital and animal Spirits ; aud from the 


fols 
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loſs of Blood, the Man ſoon comes to loſe 
his Hair, and natural Heat. As for Sleep, 
Galez ſays, it's one of the things which moſt 
fortifies our Heat, for by irs means that 1n- 
ſinuates into the hidden receſſes of our Bo- 
dies, and Animates the Natural Virtues ; 
and much after the fame manner our Fond 
is aſſimilated and turned to our Subſtance : 
Whereas Waking generates Corruptions 
| and Crudities; and the reaſon is, becauſe 
- Sleep warms the inward Parts, and cools 
| the outward; as on the contrary, Waking 
cools the Stomach, Liver, and Heart, which 


are the Vitals, and inflames the external 


Parts, the leſs noble, and leis neceſlary : 
Hence he that does not Sleep well, muit 
needs be ſubject to many cold Difſcaſes. 7's 
Lie Bard, to Eat but once a day, and to g9 
Naked, Hippocrates {aid was the utter Ruyn 
of the Fleſh and Blood, wherein thenatural 
Heat is plac?d. And Galez giving the Rea- 
ion why a hard Bed weakens and waſtes 
the Fleſh, 1{aid, That the Body was 1n pain 
and ſuffered deeply for want of Sleep, and 
that by the uneaſie changes of motion from 
{ide to fide, it was Harafſed in the vain 
purſuit of reſtleſs Nights; and how the 
Natural Heat decays, and 1s diſſipated by 
bodily Labour, the ſame Hippocrates de- 
clares, teaching how a Man may become 
Wile: In order to be Wiſe, a Man muſt not 
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The Tryal of TUits. Chap. V. 
be oppreſſed with too mach Fleſh, for that be. 


longs to a hot Temperament, which is the Qua- 


lity that deſtroys Wiſdom. Prayer, and Me- 


ditation, cauſethe Heat to mount up tothe 


Brains, 1n the abſence of which, the other 
Parts of the Body remain cold, and if the 


Intention of Mind be great, they 1oon loſc 
the ſenſe of Feeling, which Ariſtotle aftirm- 


- ed to beneceſlary to the Being of Animals, Þ 
and that the other Senſes, in comparilon of Þ= 
that, ſerved only for Ornament and Well- Þ 


Being. For 1n eftect we might Lve with- 
out Taſting, Smelling, Secing,. and Hear- 


 1ns; but the Mind being bulied in fome 


high Contemplation, fails to diſpatch the 


| Natural Faculties to their Poſts; without 


which, neither the Ears, can hear ; nor the 
Eyes, ſee; nor the Noftrils, breath ; nor 
the Taſte, reliſh; nor the Touch teel ; m- 


{omuch as they who Meditate are neither | 


ſenſible of Cold, Heat, Hunger, 'Thirit, nor 
any Wearineſs whatever : And Feeling be- 
ing the Sentinel that diſcovers to a Man 
the Good or Ill done to him, he cannot be 
without it : So that ' being Frozen with 
Cold, or Burnt up with Heat, or Dying 
away with Hunger, or Thirſt ; he 1s not 
tenfible of any of theſe Inconveniencies, be- 
cauſe he has nothing to report them to 
ITIOER In tuch a ſtate, Hippocrates ſays, the 
>QU} neglects its Charge, and whereas 1ts 

Duty 


re, 


. 


Chap, V. F@The Tryal of Wits. 
4 Duty is to Animate the Body, and to im- 
7 part toit Senſe and Motion, yet neverthe- 
leſs it leaves it wholly deſtitute and unpro- 
vided of any Succours. 'They who are 
hurt 1n any Part of the Body, and feel no 
Pain, afſuredly are diftempered in Mind. 
But the worſt Diſpoſition obſerved a- 
mong Men of Learning, and thoſe that are 
devoted to Studies, is a Weak Stomach, 
becauſe the Natural Heat required for Di- 


oeſtion 15 wanting, that very Heat being 


uſually carried to the Brain, which is the 
- cauſe the Stomach 1s filled with Crudities 
| and Phlegm. For which reaſon, Corze- 
* lius Celſus recommends 1t to the Phyſicians 
care to Fortity that Part in Men of Medi- 
tation more than any, others, becauſe Pray- 
&r, Meditation, and hard Study extreamly 
cool and dry the Body, rendering it Me- 
lancholy. For which reaſon Arz/totle de- 
manded, Whence 1t 1s we ſee all that have 
Excelled, whether it be in the Study of 
Philoſophy, or Government, or the Poets, 
or 12 any other Art whatſoever, have been 
Melancholy. 

Never to {ce Women but ro fiy wholly 
their Company, how much that over-cools 
the Body, and what new Changes are 1n- 
cident to Perſons becoming Chatt, Galer 
makes appear by abundance of Obſerva- 


tionshe had made. He recounts, among{t. 


others, 
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The Tryal of Wits. Chap. V: 
others, what happened toa Friend of his, 
a: Widdower, who immediately loſt his 
Stomach to that degree as he could only 
digeſt the Yolk of an Eggs; and if by con- 
ſtraint he Eat as formerly, he ſtrait Vomi- 
ted; and was withal Lumpiſh and Dull, 
upon Which Galez's advice to him was, to 
Marry again if he'd recover his Health ; 
and thereupon ſaid he, He was immediately 
freed from all his Complaints, as ſoon as he 
returned to his old way of Living, The fame 
Phyſician tells of ſome Choriſters, who find- 
ing by Experience the near Correſpondence 
between the Teſticles and the Throat, and 
that to ſport with Women endangers the 
{poiling of the Voice ; they were Chaſt by 
conſtraint , that they might not loſe the 
good Cheer, and the Pay which were the 


returns of their Muſick : And Galer ſays 


turther, Thar their Privy Parts were 1o 


imall, ſo cold, and {6 lank, as they look'd 
like Old Men. But on the contrary, the 
Wanton had large Genitals, becauſe they 
kept them often in uſe, the Seminal Vel- 
{els being large and diitended, from which 
fled abundance of Spirits, and Natural 
Heat; for as P/ato obſerv*d long ſince, 1: 
# Exerciſe makes the Parts of the Body more 
able, as they are Impaired by not Exerting 
them as they are directed, AS it is certain, 


that in each AQ of Yenery, the Parts of 
| Crenc- 


Chap. V. The Tiyal of Wits, 
Generation are more and more provoked, 
remaining, more able and dipoſed to repeat 
the Att again ; bur as often as a Man checks 
his Inchnation, he becomes colder, and 
leſs able tor Generation. Whence I col- 
lect, that a Man who by this means is be- 
come Continent and Chaſt, ſoon obtains 
an habitual Frigidity, by which he Per- 
forms with the ſame Averſion and Relu- 
Ctance, as an Old Man, or one that is born 
Impotent, or an Eunuch. "Thoſe then 
that defire to be Chaſt, and not to be pro- 
voked by the Fleſh, being conſcious of 
their Inirmity, may ſerve themſelves of 
cold Medicines, and of fuch things as by 
| Impairingand Conſuming the Seed, render 
| them frigid, and 1n this Senſe this Paſſage is 
{ to be underſtood, Happy are they that are 
made Eunnchs for the Kjngdom of Heaven. 
All that ever we have ſaid, and confirm- 
ed, in relation to Chaſtity and Inconti- 
nence, 15 no lefs true of other Virtues and 
Vices reſpectively, tor each has his partt- 
. cular Temperament of Heat and Cold, and 
is to be underſtood more or leſs of the Con- 
{titution of each Part of the Body, and of 
the greater or leſſer degrees of theile two 
Qualities. I have declared for Heat and 
Cold, becauſe there 1s neither Virtue nor 
Vice rooted in Moiſture nor in Drinels ; 
tor, according to Ariſtotle's Opinion, theie. 
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_ The Tryal of *Uits, Chap. V. 
two Qualities are purely Paſhve, as Heat 
and Cold are Active, Whereupon he al- 
ſerted, That our Natural Tnclinations are 
more from Heat and Cold, than from any thing 
e/ſe in our Bodies; and in this he conſpires 
with the Holy Scripture, which ſays, 1 
would rather thou wert Cold or Hot, &#«c. 
'The reaſon of which 1s, becauſe there 15no 
Man found of ſo exact a Conſtitution as 15 
required to be the Foundation of Vartue. 
Whereupon Sacred Writ and Philoſophy, 
choſe Heat and Cold, becauſe there are no 
other Qualities whereinto place the Virtues, 
although this be not without ſomething in 
Counterballance to them ; tor ſuppoſe there 
are abundance of Virtues corre{poncent to 
Cold and Heat, theſe Qualities fail no leſs 
at all times tobe the ſource of abundance of 
Vices, by which means;tis a great Miracle 
if there be a Man tound fo Lewd, who has 
not ſome Virtues natural to him, or ſo. 
Virtuous that has not {ome V ices. 
But the Quality obſerved to be beſt for 
the Rational Soul, 15 the cold Conttitution . 
of Body. "This 3s eaſily prov'd, it we run 
through the ſeveral Stages of Man's Lite ; 
Infancy, Yourh, Manhood, Middle-Age, 
and Ofd-4gc ; for we find that becauſe 
each Age reſpectively has its particular 
Teroperament, accordingiy at one time a 
Man is Vitions, at another Yirtuous ; n 
 _ one 


*t) 


Chap. Vo @The Tryal of Wits, 

* one he 1s Indiſcreet, or Perverſe, and iti 
” the other Wiſe and better Advis'd, Intan- 
cy is nothing ele but a hot and moitt Tem- 
= perament, 11 which P/ato ſaid, the Rational 
Soul was as 1t were plunged and ftifled, 
not being able freely ro employ the Un- ® 
derſtanding, Will, or Aﬀections, till in 
length of Time it paſles to another Age, 
and has gaird a new Temperament, Ihe 
Virtues of Infancy are very many, and the 
Vices but very few ; Children, ſays Pato, 
admire from what Principles the Science; 
ariſe. In the next Place they are Docile, 
Tractable, Gentle, and Eaſy to receive the 
Impreſſion of all Kinds of Virtues. In the 
third Place, they are Baſhful, and full of 
Fear, which, according to Pzzto, 1s the 
Foundation of Temperance. Inthe fourth 
place they are Credulous and Ealy to be 
led ; they are Charitable, Frank, Chait, 

umble, Innocent, and Undeligming. 'T'o 
winch Virtues Jeſus Chritt had regard , 
when he ſaid to his Diſciples, Except you be- 
come as little Children, you ſhall aot Enter 13110 
the Ryngdom of Heaven, We know not of 
wit Age the Child was, whom God pro- 
| poled for our Imitation, but you mult know 
| tZ:ppocrates divided Infancy into three or 
our Stations, and becauſe Children from 
| the Firſt to rhe Fourteenth Year always 
9m. abundance of Humours, and a varie- 
$ LY 
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The Tryal of Tits. Chap. V. 
ty of Temperament; ſo hkewiſe they are 
{ubject to divers Diſeaſes, and their Souls 
at the fame time not without a great many 
difterent Virtues and:Vices. In confidera- 
tion of which, Plato began to Inſtruct a 


9 Child from the very Fir{t Year, although 


he could not then Speak, directing his 
Nurſe, how to diſtinguiſh by his Laugh 
ing, his Tears, and even his Silence, his 
Virtues and V ices; and how ſhe ſhould 
Correct them, Holy Writ declared that 
Saul had the Virtues of this Age, when 
he was choſen King, He was a Child of « 
Tear Old when he beoan to Reten. Whence 
irappears, that God made the fame Diviſion 
as Hippocrates, obſerving the Vartues of In- 
tancy by the Years. : | 1 
Youth, which is the Second Age of 

Man, is reckon'd from the Fourteenth to the 
Five and T wentieth Year; this Age, ac- 
cording to the Opinion of Phylicians, 1s net--| 
ther Hot nor Cold, nor Moiſt nor Dry, but | 
Temperate; and in a Mediocrity of all the 
Qualities ; the Parts of the Body 1n this 
Temperament are {ſuch as the Soul requires 
tor all ſorts of Virtues, and eſpecially tor 
Wiſdom. For after this manner ſpeaks 
{Hippocrates ; if the great Moiſture of tit 
Water, and the extream Drineſs of the 
Fire happen to be equally Temper'd in ths 
Body, the Man will be very Wile, - 

enduc 


Chap. Vo. @The Tryal of Wits. 82 
endued with an Excellent Memory. The ' 
Virtues we have allotted to Infancy, feem 
to be acts proceeding from meer Tnſtin&t of 
Nature, like thoſe of Ants, Serpents, and 
little Bees, which aCt withour Realon ; but 
thoſe of Youth are performed with Jude; 
ment and Diſcretion ; ſo that he who ads 
at that Age, diſcerns what he does, and 
with what deſign, and knowing the End 
accordingly he difpoſes the Means that lead 
roit. Where the Holy Scripture lays, 7 hn: 
F the Heart of Man was inclined to Evil from 
Tz 4 Touth ; that is to be underſtood exclu- 
lively, that isto tay, trom the time he paſles 
irom Infancy to Youth, wiuchare the moſt 
virtuous Ages of | Man's Life. þ 
I The third Age 1s Manhood, which 1s 
| Du from T wenty-fve to T furty-five 
| Years; 1ts Temperament 1s Hot and Dry, 
of which Hippocrates ia1d, 11 nea the Fire 
exceeds the Water, the Mind becomes Mad 
and Furious ; and Experience no leſs con- 
rms it, for there is no Ill which a Man is 
not 2cquainted with, and tempted to at that. 
very Time: Paſſion, Gluttony, Lechery, 
Pride, Murders, Adulteries, The >fts, and. 
R apines; raih Nefigns, Vanity, Tr icks, 
L.yes, Quarrel s, Revenge, Hatred, Indio- 
Nities, and Infolence, are the faireſt Inhe 
cirance of theſe; at which Age David per- 
'e1V1NgG himſelf ro be, cried out, Lora ct 
1 GO 0 me 


CD ND__WE— 5 


ne not off ia the midſt of my days : For Man- 
hood is the middlemoit of the Five Ages of 
Man's Lite, which are Infancy, Youth, 

Manhood, Middle-Age, and Old-Age; and 


AS: + 
He 
Bd 


0a has laid, T here be three things which axe 


ot ; the way of an E ale in the Air ; the way 
of 2 Serpent upon 4 Rock . the way of a Ship 


174 the 311aft of the Sea ; and the way of a Mazx. 


with a "TATH 


From all which it 15 no leſs than evi- 


$ lent, that the Soul may in fome ſenſe de- 


HJeemg fhe 1s the ſame through the whole 
'Courle of the Ages of Vian's Life, as per- 
iect as God has Created her at firſt : who 
then can blame the divers Te emper aments 
which the Body patles through ineach Age, 
Decauie in Manhood the Body i 1S more In- 

| :<mperate, winch occa{ions the Soul to en- 
Ba cline with more difhculty to what is Vit- 
| 'T OUS, ind with more caie to what is Vi- 
tious'? *Tis to the very Letter, what the 
Wiſeman Intimates ; I had for my Lot 4 
4 Soul az rd f From my Tufancy I ds of 


2} eal 1” 7 414 jill ET wiſer aud wiſer, 


; which 15 t0 to be underſtood ofhis Youth.) 


2:0 | { 4d! m7 ertheleſs A I; Uthy and Intemperate 
U. — _ Bogz, {fich anone isin Manhood,) ard 1 
'þ F014 41 798 ea of the accent, that Man conld 
wot be Chaſt or Continent, were it not for the 


ſpecial 
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Man is fo Wicked at t that Age, as Solo- 


1c0 wonderf LI for 1e, yea four, which T know 


ferve Excuſe, it ſhe makes any falſe Steps, 
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ſpecial Grace of God, Whereupon D4av:4 
knowing he had eſcaped ſo dangerous an 
Age, and remembring what had palt there- 
in, ſaid, Remember wot the Sins of my Touth, 
nor my 1ranſoreſſions. 

At the fourth Age, which is the Middle 
Age, or Age of Conliftence, Man returns 
to be more Temperate, becauſe in pro- 
ceeding from Hot to Cold, he mult necel- 
iarily palsthrongh the intermediate Degrees 
by which with that Drineſs that Manhood 
has left in the Body, the Soul is made 
Wile. Whence it comes that Men who 
have lived faſt in their Younger Days, are 
{ubject to the great Changes we ſee every. 
Day appear, when they recollect ther il]- 
ipent Days, with Endeavour to amend 


| them. 'This Age begins trom Thirty-tive 


Years, and reaches to Forty-hve, more or 
[cts, 11 proportion to the "Temperament and 
Complexion of each reſpequvely. 

The lait Age of Man, 1s Old-Age; mn 
which the Body is Cold and Dry, tubject 
to a Thouſand Is and Infrmities, all the 
Faculties are beſotted, and difabled in per- 
lorming their ordinary Functions ; bur bc-. 
cauſe the Rational Soul is fall the tame mn 


| Infancy, Youth, Manhood, Middlc-Age, 


and Old-Age, without receiving any 
Change to diminiſh its Powers, rherejore 
when it reaches this laſt Age, and to this 

GG + £010 
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Coid and Dry Temperament ; it 15 ſult, 
Prudent, Strong, and endued with Tem- 
perance; and t] hough we ought to attribute 
theſe Virtues to the whole Man, yet 15 the 
Soulall ow'd to be the firſt Mover, accord- 
ing to this, That the Soal is the "Principle 
i; or which we Underſtand. So long as the 
Body 1s vigorous and active 1n its Vital, 
Natural, and Animal Faculties, Man 1s but 
very lenderly provided with Moral Vir- 
115; but as that comes to loſe its jtrength, 
the Soul {trait advances in Virtues, St. 
Paul icem'd to infinuate no lefs 1n theſe 
Words, For when I am Weak, then am 1 
STTORG. ' And aſſuredly this 1s very true, 
becaule the Body inno Age is weaker than 
in (NId..Age, nor the So! ul more expedite to 
Pe ON} rm fach AQions as are conformable 
to) Reaſon. Notwithſtanding all which, 
arif ofle always reckon'd SIX Vices incident 
70 Old Men, trom the coldneſs of Age. 
The Firſt, That they are Cowards, be- 
cauſe Courageand Valour have great Firein - 
"em, and a large Stock of Blood, of which 
Yd-men have but very little, and that 
irrtie too! Congeal'd. The Second, That 
297 are COvErous, and that they g ouard 
rear Treature more caretully t than. they 
In Fa ior Though they fhnd themſelves ar- 
rived ot the laſt Stage of their Lives, and 
LY GOD fbould teach them, whe re the 
fſourney 
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ſourney is ſhort, the Charge of defraying it 


is ſmall, their Avarice nevertheleſs and 
| their Thrift fail not to haunt them, as if _ 
they were but yet in their Infancy, and 
| they were to run through no leſs than all 
the Five Stages of their Lives, and that it 
15 900d to Store, as 1f they were always to 
live. The third, that they are ſuſpicious ; 
but I cannot 1wmagin why Arzfotle calls 
this a Vice, {ince 1t 1s certain, that 1t pro- 
ceeds from the Experience they have had of 
ſo many 'Tricks in the Warld, and alſo 
from recollecting what part they them- 
ſelves Acted 1n their Younger days ; Info- 
much as they are ever upon their Guard, 
as knowing tull well how little Men are 
to be truſted. "The Fourth, That they 
are Diffident, and of ſmall Hopes, never 
promiſing themſelves {ucceſs in their At- 
tairs, and of two or three Deſigns they may 
have, they always fall upon the Worſt, 
and upon that lay out all their Applica- 
tion. The Fifth, that they are ſhamelets, 
becauſe, as Ariſtotle lays, Balhtulneſs and 
Bluſhing are full of Blood, of which Old 
Ven have fo little, as by conſequence they 
are without Shame, L1hevSixth, hat they 
are very Incredulous, thinking that the 
Iruth 1s never told them, becauſe tieir 
Memories are ſo freſh of the Jugling and 
Deceitts they have met With in the World, 
GA durins 


ow, 


,; 
O 
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during the bad Courle of their Lives. 


Young Children have, as Ar:i/totle has 
noted.all the V! irtucs quite contrary to their 
Vi1ces ; trey are Fearleſs, Frank, not Di- 
{truſtiul in the leaſt, always tull of Hopes, 
very Baſhtul, cally periwaded and impo- 
ied upon 

The fame things we have evidenced in 

th2 ſeveral Ages of Man's Lite, wemight 
alſo ſhew in the difference of 'Sex, what 


Virtues and what Vices Man has, wad what 


Woman, as well by the reaſon of the Hu- 
mours, Blood, Choler, Phlegm, and Me- 
fancholy ; as io From the Diverſity Of 


 . hs. * 


© "7 17A and Particular Countries. In 


9p4Q Province the Men are Valaat, in an- 
other, Cowards ; in this, Deliberate ; IN 


chat, TN; [i 511 ONC, lavers OL Truth: 
another, Lyars: accor ding. to that of the 
Apoſtic, 1; be Cretians are always Lyars, evil 
Beats, [iq ' Peties, And if werun through . 
all the Variety of Meats and Drinks, we 
ſhall find thar ſome tecd this Virtue, and 
ifarvet;] 


c that Vice ; and others on the contra- 
eV, NOUTHRCh a Vice, and depreſs ſuch a 
Y TUC; DLT ii {UC a manner, as the Man 
ivvertheles (til remains free to chule as he 
Tha according to that, He hath ſet Fire 
£724] Vi ater Cy wel ſtretch out thy hang umn 
20 WIE? THE Tor th CI'C 1S NO Conliti- 

TON CB Fn od than incite the Man, 
without 
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without forcing him, it he loſes not his 


Reaſon ; and it is to be obſerved, that in 


Studying, and Contemplating things, Man 


acquires another 'Temperament befides 
what belongs naturally to the Conſtitution 
of his Body ; for, as we ſhall prove here- 


after, of the three Powers a Man has, the 


Memory, common Senſe, and Imagination; 
the Imagination only, as Ar:/fotle has noted, 
is free to irame what 1t pleaſes ; and by the 
Operations of this Faculty, Hzppocrates and 


 Galez ſay, the vital Spirits, and the Blood 


of the Arteries are always {et on Work, 
and in Motion ; ſhe diſpatches them where 
ir{eems good to her, and the Partsto which 
the Natural Heat flies, become thereby 
more eftectual to perform their FunCtions, 
and other Parts weaker. Hence Galez ad- 


vited the Chorilters of Dzaza, not to deal 


with Women, fince by thoſe means, with- 
our attending the Conſequences, the Parts 
of Generation would be inflamed, and as 
tney once took Fire, the Voice would ap- 
pear more*harſh and untuneable, becaule, 


a” Hippocrates noted, The Heat of the 1 eſtt- 


cles lays the Coun, and ſo on the Contrary ; 


tor let any be wt to the Bluſh at an Offence 


taken, the Natural Heat {trait mounts up, 


all the Blood flying to the Heart to fortity 


the Iraſcible Faculty, and to depreſs the 


Rational, But if we procecd to conſider, 
that 


89 
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that God enjoins us to forgive Injuries, and 
do good to our Enemies, and to refle&t a 
360 while upon the recompence attending it, 
"8; all the Natural Heat and Blood ſtrait riſes 
1 1p to the Face, to ſtrengthen the Rational 
and debilicatethe Traſcible Faculty ; and ſo 
+ FI it being at our choice, with the Imagina- 
8 - tion to fortity what Faculty we pleaſe, 
we are juſtly Rewarded when we ftreng- 
then the Rational and diſable the Traſcible 
Faculty ; and as fairly Puniſhed when we 
raiſe the Ira{cible and depreſs the Rational 
Faculty. From which we may judge, with 
how good reaton the Moral Philoſophers ; 
recommend to us the Study and Confi- . Þ 
deration of Divine Matters, lince by theſe Þ 
means alone we might acquire the Tem- 
erament and Strength which the Rational 
ou] has uſe of, as well as {upprels the In- 
&rior Part. But I cannot forbear adding 
3 38 »8e thing beiore hend this Chapter, which | 
= '5, Chat} a Man may Exercileall the Acts of 
#4 Virtue without having that advantageous 
ht Conitirution Of Body required, although 
20t without great painand difficulty ; Atts 
 - 5f Prudence excepted: for if the Man be by 
= Nature Imprudent, nothing but God can 
ure 3t with a Remedy ; the ſame is to be 
ITN OL 7 diſtributive Juſtice, and of 
the Arts agd Sciences 3cquir*d. 
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CHAT FL 


What Part of the Bud ly ought to be well 
Tempered, that the Child may be 


Uty. 
"HE Body of Man having ſo great a 
Difference of Parts and Powers (each 


deſtin'd to its end ) it will not be imperti- 
nent, but rather highly neceſſary aboveall 
_ things, toknow what Part Nature has con- 


trived as the principal Inſtrument to di{poſe 


' 2 Man to be Wie and Prudent. For it 1s 


certain we reaſon not with the Foot, nor 


walk upon our Head, nor ſee with our 
Noſe, nor hear with our Eyes; but each 


Part has its proper Uſe and particular Com- 


poſition, for the Office it is to diſcharge. 
That the Heart 1s the chief Seat where 
Reaſon reſides, and the Inftrument by 


which our Souls perform the Attions of 


Prudence, Memory, and Underſtanding, 


was a received Opinion amonglt the Na- 
tural Philoſophers before Hippocrates and 


Plato were born. 'The Heart 1s therefore 
{tiled the Superior Part of Man in many 
places of Sacred Writ, which accommo- 
dates it ſelf to the way of ſpeakfng in uſeat 
that time. Bur thoſe two great Philoſo- 

phers 


be] 
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phers have given usto underſtand, that this 
Opinion is Falſe, and with great Reaſon 
and Experience have proved the Brain to 
be the chief Seat of the Rational Soul ; and 


thus ir was generally received, Ariſtotle 


on 


only diſſenting, who revived that old Opi- 
aion, endeavouring by Topical Arguments, 
and ſeveral Conjectures, to make it proba- 
ble, for the ſake of contradicting Plato 1n 
every thing. Not to diſpute which 1s the 
trueſt Opinion (tor in our days there is not 
a Philoſopher but allows the Brain tobe the 
Inſtrument by Nature defign'd to make a 


Man Wiſe and Prudent) it will only be 


requiſite to lay down the Conditions where- 


by that Part is beſt Organized, that the 
Youth may thereby become towardly, and 
Witty. 

Thar the Rational Soul may conveni- 
ently pertorm the Actions of Underſtand- 


ing and Prudence, there are required four 


Quainications of the Brain. Good Cont- 
Suration, 35 thie Firft. Unity of Parts, the 
Second, That the Heat exceed not the 


£21, nor the Moiſtureſurpals che Drinels, 


the Third. Thar the Subſtance of the. 


Brein be compoſed of very fine and delt- 

fate Farts, 15 the Fourth. 
#0715 Other tiungs are comprized under 
116 395% Configuration. A good Figure, 
% he Pirie © Sufficient (Quantity, the Se- 
cond. 


1H 
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cond. That there be four ſeparate and di- 
| {tin Ventricles in the Brain, each diſpoſed 
in its proper place, the Third. Thar its 
Capacity ſhould not be greater nor Jeſs 
than is convenient for ts "Fun ctons, the 
Fourth. 

Weare taught by * Galez to know when * Lib. A 
the Figure of the Brain is good, for in re- Medic q 
flecting on the outward Form and Fi 1Ture | 
of the Head, he declares it 1s as it ought to 
be, if 1t reſembles a Ball of Wax made ex- 
atly round, and compreltt gently on each 
tide ; which is much the Turn of the Fore: 
head, and the Hind-part ot the Head a little 
jetting out ; whence it follows that the 
Forehead and Hind- -part of the Head very 
Hat, are a {ign the Brain has not the Fi- 
oure approved tor a ſharp Wit and Abi- 
It 7 

What is moſt to be admured is the Quan- 
tity of Brains the Soul has occation to make 
uſe of for Reaſon and Diſcourſe ; becauſe 
not one amonsglt all the Brure-Animals has 
lo much as Man. Infomuch, thar if the 
Brains of two very large Oxen were Join- 
ed, they would not ſo much as equat the 
Brains of one Man, though never 1o little : 
and what 1s yet more obſer vable, 1s, that 
amongſt Brute Beaſts, thoſe w ho: approach 
nearelt to Man in Wit and Cunning (as 
the Monkey, the Fox, and the Dog) have 
{T1} 
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 ſtilla greater quantity of Brains than other 
Animals, although the ſame Animals are 

mudth of greater bulk than theſe. Which 

+ Lib. Art, made * Galea ſay, That a httle Head in 
Med. cap. Man wasalwaysdetettive, becauſe it want- Þ 
XaL ed Brains; as he alſo affirm'd, it was no Þþ 
leſs an ill Indication, to be Born with a | 

oreat Jolt Head, becauſe it was all Fleſh | 

and Bones, with very little Brains ; as it 

fares with very tair Oranges, which when 


4 7 they come to be opened, have little Juice 
 Þ and Pulp, but a very thick Rind. Nor is 
LY any thing more grievous to the Rational 


Soul, than to be plunged in a Body over- 

Rock'd with Bones, with Fat, and with 

. Fleſh. Hippocrates ſpeaking of the Cure of 
"+ a certain kind of Phrenzy, cauled by Ex- 
: ceſs of Heat, aboveall gave in charge that 
the Sick ſhould cat no Fleſh, but only Fiſh 

and Herbs, and drink no Wane at all, but 

only Water ; and.it he were too Corpulent, 


WW . too Groſs, and Unweildy, their Endeavour 

/ {hould be tobring down his Fleſh; and for i 
Wl, this Reaſon he ſaid, 1t was abſolutely neceſ» © 
T fary for a Man that would be wery Wiſe, not 

£ by 2 to be oppreſſed with much Fleſh, nor Fat, but 


— rather to be lean and ſlender : For the Fleſhy 
(7: | Temperament is Hot and Moiſt, with which 


PR OO is mipoſſible, or at leaſt very improbable, but 
IS the Soul ſhould become Blockiſh and Stupid. 
Nie He brings tor Inſtance the Hog, affirming 

him 


_— 
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him to be of all Brute Beaſts the moſt Stu- 
pid, becauſe of the load of Fleſh about him, 
his Soul, (in the Words of Chryſppus) be- 
ins of no other ule to him than Salt to pre- 
{ſerve his Body from ſtinking. Ariſtotle 
confirms this Opinion, athrming that Man 
to be a Sot that had an over-great Head, 
and fleſhy ; comparing him to an Als, be- 
cauſe in -proportion to the other Parts of 
his Body, there is no BeaſPs Head fo very 
fleſhy as an Aſs's. But as to Corpulence, 
it ought to be obſerv*d, grois Men are of 
two {orts, ſome abounding with Fleſhand 
Blood, whoſe Temperament 15 hot and 
moiſt ; as others again, who have not fo 
much Fleſh and Blood as they are crammed 
with Fat ; theſe are of a cold and dry Con- 
ſtitution. Fppocratess Opinion 15 tobe un- 
deritood of the firſt, becauſe of the great 
Heat and Humidity, and the abundance of 
Fumes and Vapors arifing without inter- 
miſſion in thoſe Bodies, which cloud and 
overthrow their Reaſon ; which 1s not the 
caſe of the other, that are only plump and 
tat, whom the Phyſicians dare not. bleed, 
becauſe they have too little Blood ; and 
there 15 ordinarily abundance of Wat to be 
found, where there is not fo much Fleſh 
and Blood. That we may throughly un- 
derſtand the great Agreement and Corre- 
ipondence betweea the Sromachand Brains, 
eipe- 


4 Tues 0a us, and with chemtheir Reward, "This 
great Grace God did to St. Paul, when he 
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eſpecially in what relates to Wit and Cun- 


' ning, Galez has declared, A groſs Paunch 


makes a groſs Underſtanding. But 1t he 
means this of thoſe that are fat, he has leſs 
reaſon, torthey havea very wateriſh Wat. 


he faid, That the Belly pave Wit, 
Plato affirmed there is nothing darkens 


the Soul ſo much, nor more overcaſ\ts the. 


Brain, than the black Fumes and Vapours 
arifing from the Stomach and the Liver at 
the time of Digeſtion ; nor 1s there on the 
other hand, any thing that elevates 1t to 
{uch high Meditations as Faſting anda ſpare 
Body, not too overcharged with Blood, as 
the Catholic Church ſings, Thou that en- 
Liveneſt and relieveſt the Spirit by Mortifi- 
cations and Humbliag of the Body, and by the 
fame meays depreſſeſt Vices, and beſtoweſt Vire 


called ro hum out of the higheſt Heaven, he 
remained three days without Eating, ra- 
viſhed in Extaſy with admiration of the 
incomparable Favours he had receiv*dat the 


very inſtant he was plunged in Vice and 


Si9. - Morcover Plato affirms, that the 
Heads of wiſe Men are ordinarily tender, 
and apt to be anoy*d upon the leaſt occa- 
100; and the reaſon why Nature has made 
them of fo delicate a Head, ſeems ts p 

[028 


 Perſius proceeded upon this Reaſon, when | 
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Chap. VI. The Tryal of Wits. 
for fear of loading them with too riucn 
Brains to the diminiſhing of their Wir. 
So true is this Doctrin of PZaro, that tho' 
the Stomach be tar enough from the Bran 


— 


nevertheleſs it annoies 1t, af it be overchars- 


ed with Fat ahd Fleſh : Nor 1s there 29 


Myſtery mn this, becauie the Bran , ant 
the Stomach are knir and tyed together by 
means of certain Nerves, winch Commus\ 
nicate their Diſaftections to each other; and 
on the contrary, it the Stomach be ary and 
empty, it much {harpens the Wit, as we 
may ſee in thoſe who are pinch't with 
Hunger and Want. But what 1s more oÞ- 


| {ervable upon this Occation is, that if the 


other parts of the Body are Fat and Fleſhy, 
and the Man by this means be over-Gro!s, 
* Ariſtotle affirms he runs a riſque of hav - 
NT no Wit at all. For which reaſon I am 
ot Opinion, if a Man has a great Head, let 
t be from meer Strength of Nature, and 
irom too-great abundance of well-diſpoſed 


| Matter, yet ſuch a one will not have fo 


much Capacity as if he had a Head of a 
more moderate Size. 
{ Ariftorle demanding, what may be the 


Reaſon of Man's bcins the Wiſeſt of ail 


O 


Creatures? Tsof a contrary Opinion, when 


be replies, that no living Creature has 1o 
{mall a Head as Man in proportion to the 
Bulk of his Body, for even amonglit Men 

them- 
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themſelves (faid he) they are the Wieſt 
who have the leaſt Heads, tho? therebe no 


Reaſon for this, tor if he had ever opened 
a man's Head, he might have found fo 


great 2 Stock of Brains, that, that of two 


Horſes equals not that of one Man. What 
I have found by Experience 1s, that little 


| Men have large Heads, ason the contrary 


ereat Men have little Heads; tor a very 
moderate quantity of Brains better Mini- 
{ters to the rational Soul diſcharge of her 
Functions. — 

zelides all this, 1t 15 requilite that there 
be tour Ventricles in the Brain, to enable 
the rational Soul toReaton and Dilcourle; 
one diſpoſed onthe right, the other on the 
left Side, the third i the Middle, and the 
tourth in the hinder part of the Brains, as 
appears from Anatomy. Hereaiter where 
we ſhall treat of the Difference of Wits, we 
{hall ſhew what uſe the rational Faculty. 


bave loit their Memory, others their com- 
mon 


( 
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- mon: Senſe, and others their Imagination, 


nay even tho the Brain after Cure has becn 


rejoyned by Art, becauſe there was not 


the lame Natural Unian 42S before. 
The third of the Four Principal Qualit- 
cations, 15, that the Brain ſhould be'Fem- 


perate, 'of a moderate Hear, and without 
Exceſs of the other Qualities ; which diſ- 


poſition of the Brain we have alr eady aft- 
hrmed to be that, called True Temper, 
for *ris that which makes a Man capable, 
and the contrary Incapable. = 

The Fourth, that the Brain ſhould be * 
Compoſed of very fine and delicate Parts, 
and 1s what Galez thought the moit Im- 
portant Qualification of all the relt, For 
o1VIng an Indication of the good Compo- 
lition of the Brain, he fates, that the ſharp 
Wir ſhews the Brain to be formed of ver y 


1ubtileand delicate Parts; but it the Under- 


ſtanding be Dull, it denotes the Brain to 
be Compoſed of a Gr ols S Subſtance, where 
hc takes no Notice of the Temperament, 

To the end the Rational Soul mighr by 
this means Reaſon well, the Brain ought 0 
have theſe Qualities. Bur here ariſes a grear 
Duticulty, which 1s 12 opening the Head 
of any Beaſt whatever, we ſhall find his 


Brains compoſed atter the {elf lame manner 


as Man's, without being wanting in any of 
the Conditions mentioned. To which it is 
H 2  Aniwer- 
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= | The Tryal of Wits, _ Chap. VT. 
Anſwered, that in this, Man and Brute 
Beaits agree, in having 1 Temperament of 
the four firſt Qualities, without which 
*twould be impoſſible for them to Sublut ; 
ſo-are they compoled of the four Elemcnrs, 
Fire, Aw, Water, and Earth, whence 
ſpring and proceed, Heat, Cold , Moylture, 
and Dryneſs. In the Actions of the Vege- 
tative Soul they alſoagree; accordingly Na- 
ture has given to both alike Organs and 
Inkruments neceſlary for Nouriſhment : 
fuch are the right Fibres, traverſe and 
oblique, ſ{ubler Views to the four Natural Fa- 
_culties. They alſo confpire in the Senſitive 
Soul, tor {o they have Nerves and Sinews 
alike for the Initruments of Sente. In lo- 
cal Motion they allo agree no lets, thus 
have they both Mulc les, as it Initruments 
directed by Nature to move trom place to 
place. They allo accord in Memory and 
Fancy, tor 10 have they both Brains, asan' 
Inſtrument iubſ Icry ;CLt tO 1 hoſerwo Facul 
tics, that are aiii;e compoicd in both. I he 
Underſtanding | 5 the {oje Faculty that dt- 
{ringuithes Man from Bea it, and becauſe 
the Underſtanding acts without any COrpo- 
real Organ, or depends not onthe tame for 
it's being or preſervation, therefore Nature 
had no need of a vewTurn in the compoli- 
tion of man's Brain, However the Under- 


{ttanding hath Occaſion for other Faculties 
- I 
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to operate, which Faculties likewiſe have 


the Brain for the Inſtrument of their Opera- 
tions: We add farther, that the Brain of 


Man requires the Conditions we have laid 
down, to the end the Rational Faculty 
may by means thereof pertorm Operations 
every way agreeable and conformable ro 
its SPCC1Es. As to Brute Bealits, 1t 15 cer- 


rain they have Memory and Fancy, and 
ſome other Power that Apes the Under- 


itanding, even as a Monkey Apesa Man. 
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CHAP. VI. 


That the Vegetative, Seniitive, and Ra- 
tronal Soul are knowing, without be- 
mg diretled by Teachers, when they 


meet with F Temperament agreeable to 
their Operations: 


HE Temperament of the four Firit 

Qualities, which we have already 
called N ature, hath force ſufficient of it 
ielt, to leave the Plants, the Brutes, and 
Man unprovided of nothing wherewith to 
Act well, each according © to his Species, 
and to arrive at the Hhigheit PerfeRion 


each 15 Capable of; for without any Teach- 
H 2 ; oy 
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The Tryal of CCiits, Chap. VII. 
p the "5 How to Ipread and take 
'C E arth, to draw Nouriſhment, 
I , to digelt it, and throw off the 
i: XCrementtt; ous Parts; and Brute Beaſts 
$10\WW as 100N as EVEr they are born intothe 
World, what is agreeable to their Nature, 
15 well as to avoid what is Evil and Noxi- 
ed what molt aſtoni{hes thoſe thar do 
not underſtand Natural Philoſophy, 1s, thar 
Man having a well tempered and diſpoſed 
Brain, fuitabic to each Science, Immediate- 
ivy, and without being directed by any 
Feachers, ſpeaks concerning that Science 
of we own accord {uch elevate and fubtle 
ings asarealmoſt incredible.V ulgar Phi- 
0! i A {ceing the admirable Actions per- 
tO! rmacd by Bruce Beaſts, fay that there is 
noting 11 them to Surpri iZe us, becauſe 
they act th ole 1 :hings by Inſtinct of N ature, 


nts know 
hc. 


which directs each Species what it ought to 


do. | They lay well, for as we have pro- 


iy Y already, Nature isno orher thing bur 


th - Lemperatnent of the tour Firlt Quali 
ci 5, and that the lame 1s the Maſter, 1n- 
{1 ubting FT OUT Souts how to perform "= 
gb Fes. " Bur theſe 1 ililofophers call I=/fizc7 
o Natur? a Certain Heap of things they 
os not V. Tar, W _ they have never 
Pecn able 1 in tt] @ I -air ro Explain, or make 
LE PEDR 1 nol Fxcollens Philoſophers 
Aud Ariſtotle, have Te- 

 terred 
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ferred all theſe admirable Operations to 


Heat, Cold, Moiſture, and Dryneſs, which 


3 Q 


Wh4 


they take for the firſt Principles without” 


ooing further ; and being asked, who has 
taught the Brute Beaſts to perform ſuch 
fon prizing Actions? _ Men to Reaſon, 
* Hippocrates replied, Nature, without amy 
other Teacher, or Maſter : 25 if he would * 
have faid; the Faculties or the Tempera- 


* Lib. de 
Itmento. 


ment of which theſe Faculrics con! ur, are” 


all knowing of them{elves, without the di- 
rection of any Maſter. This we ſhall caſi- 
ly apprehend, it we reflect on the Opera- 


tons of the Vegetative Soul, and of all the 


others, whuch govern Min: for if it re- 
ceives a drop of Human Seed, well-tem- 


pered, well-digeſted, 2nd well-propor fl 


oned, it frames a Body lo regularly Com- 
poſed, {o exact, and 10 beautiful, as the 
belt Sculptors in the World can but imitate 


at a diſtance. + Galea amaz'd at the i De ore 


{1ght of foadmir PSs. a Structure, the Num- 
ber of it's Par ts, the Situation, the Fi "1GUT E - 
and ute of cach Part, cried out, it Was Tr, 


coy 


aflone. 


poſſible tor a Veoctative Soul and I em-_ 


perament tO know how to make ſo admi- 
rable a Work. And that God alone was 
the Author of it. or at lealt ſome other ve- 


ry wiſe Intelligence. Bur we have already 


utterly diſallowed this way of Prating, 
tor it 15 unbecoming Natural Phyolopiers 
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to impute the Eft. i immediatly to God, 
k ter0nd Cauſes, more eſpeci- 

ally in this Caic Cc, w Were we ſec by Expert- 


Bee that u the Seed of Man be ofan In- 


aCrc, iocls 


EL 4411S, 


T IV. Sa. 
prob: LV. 


coniir. 


IV, 
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2ru0UsS SUBtiance, not having the pro-. 
6s 7 np rament, the Veactative Soul 
prodices al oufand Extr avagances: For if 
the Seed be Colder and Moiſter than it 
ougint, * {dippocrates has told us, Men 
would come Eunuchs or He: maphr oclites 
into the World; and if it were too Hot 
and Dry, + Ariſtotle has noted, they would 
prove Hair-Lipped,Splay-F ooted, and Flat- 
Nofed, as the Erhioprams ; and if too moilt, 
| ſays the ſame Gat , they are like to prove 
unlick't, and unſhapen Lubbers; and it too 
ary, it makes them dwindle to a Dwarliſh 
Stature ; all which enormous Defects, are 
creat” Deſormities in Mankind, for which 
ther 15 little reaſon to magmte Nature, Or 
© Eſteem: her Wile ; but had God becn 
Author of theſe Wor ks, each of theſc 
ivrcmentioned Quzlities could not havetail- 
Y: of Perfection. ::* Plato ſaies,: only the 

{Fit : Men were made Dy Gods own Hand ; 

4,11 21] the reſt fince have been born by the 
» EO #179 Courſeot {ſecond Cauſes, which 
as Ley are found 1n order, - the Vegeta- 

vol Pe riorms her part ver y well ; - but 


'ne Co irrs not as ſhe ought, a chou- 
1 Mbſubric - 2c produced. 'The good 
Order 
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- Order for this Effe&, is, that the Vege- 


tative Soul have a right Temperament. 
Otherwiſe let Galez and all the Philoſo- 
phers in the World give a Reaſon, why 


rhe Vegetative Soul {hould have more Skill 


and Ability in the fir{t Age of Man's Lite,to 
ſhape the Body, to Nouriſh, and make it 
Thrive; than when Old Age approaches, 
when {he 15 diſabled ? For inſtance, it an 
Old Man have a "Tooth drop out, there 
1SNO Means or expedient to get another to 


grow in the ſame Place; whereas, if a 


Child loſe all Ins, we ſee Nature repairsthe 
Loſs, by helping him to new ones. How 


then is 1t poſſible that a Soul that has no o-. 


ther Buſineſs throughout the whole Courſe 


of Life; but toattract Aliments, to retain 


and digeſt them, and expel the Excre- 
ments, and duly repait the loſt Parts, at the 


| end of our Life ſhould either forget or not 


|} be able to do the ſame ? Certainly Galen 


would reply, that the Vegetative Soul is 
Skyltul and able in Infancy, becauſe of the 
Treat Degrees of Natural Heat and Moi- 
iture; and that in Old Age, ſhe wants ei- 
ther Ability or Skill to do the like, be- 
cauſe of the extream Cold and Drynels, of 
the Body incident to Age. 

_ In like manner the Skill of the Senſitive 
Soul depends much on the Temperament 
oi the Brain, for ifit be ſuch as irs Operati- 

ONS 
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The Trpal of Wits, Chap. VIT. 
ons require, it fails not to perform them 
ar:z2ht ; otherwile, ſhe commits a Thou- 
fand Errors, as well as the Vegetative Soul. 
* Galez's Teſt to dilcover in one. view the 


& iocivat- Skill and Efforts of the Senſitive Soul, was 


F-Ct15- C3PÞP: 
VI. 


this, he took a Kid newly Kidded, which Þþ 
Þcing on his Legs began to go, as if he had | 
been informed and taught that his Feet 
were given for that very end ; after he had 


- dried up the Superfluous Humor , that came 


with him trom his Dam, and Lift up his 
Feet, and rubbed behind his Ears, finding Þ 
before Hi ſeveral Platters full of Wine, [8 
Water, Vineger, Oyl and Milk, upon F 


ſmelling d each of them, he lapped only 


the Milk. Which being obſerved by ma- 
ny P hiloſophers preſent, "they began to cry 
Olit, that Fr, ;ppocrates had with good Rea- 


fon taid, 1hat Souls were directed what to do 
without the Teaching of any Maſter, Which 


' 25 the {i whe _ the wiſe Mans ſaying , Go fo. 


the Ant thoa SY ard, conſider her wates, ana 
be mje, which having n0 Guide, Overſeer, 07 
Fu, ber, Prqu? aeth her Meat in the SJUMer, 
and T1; EY 6 745, her Food 7 172 the Harves, "Ps 
72 NOLT efting contented with this fingie Ex- 
yPeriment, two Months after he brought 
the Kid into the Fields, almoſt Star ved t0 
Death, and fm elling on ſeveral ſorts of 
Herbs, he ted only on that which was 


Goats-mneat, But if Galen, whoruminated 
| O!! 
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on the Efforts of this Kid, had ſeen three 
or four of them together, and obſerved 


me run better than their Fellows, ſhift 


better, and {cratch their Ears better ; and 
quit themſelves better in each Point. we 
have mentioned ; and had Galez brought 
uptwo Colts of the fame Mare, he might 
haveoblerved the one to be more Graceful 
in £0ing, tohave better Heels, to be more 
Manageable, and ſtop better than the 0- 
ther;and had he taken an Azry of Hawks to 
train, he might have diſcovered, that one 
would have delighted much in Seizing his 
Game, another to be Rank-winged, and the 
third a Haggard,and I-mann'd. He would 
have found the fame Difference 1n Setting- 
Dogs, or Harriers, tho* each were littered 
fromthe ſame Sire and Dam, theone needs 
only thenoiſeof the Chaſe,and Rouſe the o- 


thernever ſo loudly, it would affett him no 


more than a Shepherds Dog. All which 
can never be al{cribed to the vain Initincts 
ot Nature, imagined by Philoſophers ; for 


| it they were asked, why one Dog has a 


better Initin&t than an other, both being 
ot the fame kind and breed ? I know not 
What they could Anſwer, without having 


recourſe to their common Shift, namely, 


that God had trained one abvve the other. 
havin & g1ven him abetter Natural Inſtinct. 
And if they were further asd, why this 

hopeful 
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may Collect, that ſince the 'Tempera- 


Tee fo {mall an Animal endued with 10 
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hopeful Hound , when Young , hunted 
well, but become Old, was not ſo good 
for the Sport; and on the other Hand, 
why the other when Young , could not 
Hunt, but being Old, was Expert and 
ft to fly at all Game? I know not what 
they could fay. For my particular, I 
ſhould fay, that the Dog that hunted 
better than the other, had more Sagaci- 
ty; and as for him that hunted well 
when Young, and turned Cur when Old, 
that ſo it fared, becauſe ſometimes he 
had the Qualities fit for the Chaſe, which 
at other times he wanted. Whence we 


ment of the four Firſt Qualities 1s the Þ 
Reaſon why one brute Bcatt aquits him- Þ 
ſelt better than another of the ſame Kind, 
the Temperament 1s no leis the Maſter 
which directs the Senſitive Soul what it 
ought to do. Had Galez but reflected on 
the Steps and Motions of the Ant, and ob- 
lerved her Providence, her Mercy, Ju- 
ftice, and good Government, he would 
naye been at a loſs, as we are, to 


=reat Senſe, without the Teaching of a- 
ny Maſter whatſoever. But when we 
come to conſider more cloſely the Tem- 
perameat of the Ant's Brain, and obſerve 
HOW proper it 15, tor Prudence, as We 


{ſhall 
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4 þ ſhallhereatter make appear,then 

1, Þ will all our Admiration ceaſe, 4 Faultorcr offirmed''s 
; and ve {hall underſtand, that had " cation Hawk 
2 : Brute Beaſts, rom the 'Tem- for Sport, which became 
E perament of their Brain , and po ts. Et 7 
b - "7 0e Fe 
7 |, the Images that enter there, cod bin. 

4 þ thro” the Senſes, arrive at the 

- Þ Ability we diſcover in them. And where- 

11 þ 25 amongſt Animals of the fame Kind,one 

3 | i5 more Docile, and Ingemious than ano- 

6 | ther, It happens from the Brain, being 

n | better Tempered ; ſo that tf by any Acct- 

\. þ dent or Diſtemper it {ſhould chance to alter 


& 2nd impair, he would torthwith loſe his 
- Ability, as Man does under the hike Cir- 
_ cumſtances. 


4 | But hereariſes a Difficulty touching the 
' # Rational Soul, how {he comes to be En- 


- aued with this Natural Inſtinct, where- 
\n | Þy ſhe pertofms the Acts proper to her 


». | Species, of Wiſdom and Prudence , and 
| yetall on a ſudden, by means of a good. 
Fl 1emperament, a Man may underſtand the 
| Sciences Without the help of a Teacher, e- 
© | {p<cially fince we are told by Experience, 
lt they do not learn them, no Man brings 
ve | fem into the World with him. It has 
1. | !0ng been a controverted Point. betwixt 
o | ©/ao and Ariſtotle,which way Man comes 
« | Þy Knowled ge;one faies,that the Rational 
11 | >oul is much Qlder than the Body, and it's 
Natural 
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Natural Birth enjoying in Heaven the 
Company of God, from whom ſhe came 
filled with Wiſdom and Knowledge, but 
after ſhedropt down toinform the Body, ſhe 
loft this Wiſdom and Knowledg, becaule of 
the ill Temperament ſhe met with, till by 

»W on. tract of Time this 11] 'Tempera- 

BUR” Plato taking from Ho- | 

$f Iy Writ, the bef Sextences Tent was Corrected,and {oinits 

in his Works, thence got place ſucceeded a better , by 
the Name of vine = meansof which, as being more 

fitfor the Sciences {he had loſt,ſhe came by | 
ie: little and little to recollect what ſhe had once | 

"= torgot. ThisOpinion 1s talle, and Tadmure fo | 

creat a Philoſopher as P/ato {hould be at a | 

loſs to givea Reaſon for Man's Knowledge, 

{ceing that Brute Beaits are endued with 

Cunning and Natural Ability,without their 

Souls quitting their Bodies,and mounting to 

Heaven, to tetch it thence ; hei1s theretore 

without all Excule,eſpecially conſidering he 

might have read in Gezefis.( whichhe hadin 

{uch Eſteem ) that God made Adam's Body 

at betore he tormed his Soul. It 1s much the 

y. lame thing at this preſent; only with this 

Difterence ,that Nature now frames the Bo- 

dy, and when that is once done, God infuſes 
the Soul into 1t, ftrom which 1t never departs, 
no not the ſpace of a ſingle Moment. 

*Ub.ide %* A4ri/totle took an other Courſe, at- 


HE oft. ref > ET -_ 
Bj os 1 firming that all kind of Dottrin and Diſt 
"i plinewas from Kpowledge antecedent to them, 


ad 
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= as if he had ſaid, all that Men know, and 

7 all that they lear a; comes from what they 

| Hear, or See, or Smell, or Tait, or Touch; 

© for the Under ſtanding can receive no No-. 

” tices, but what mult firit paſs through 
ſome one of the five Senfes. For which 
Reaſon he ſaid, * that the Natural Pow- « ; ;, rm. 
ers were 1n the Nature of a Blank-Paper, de ani. 
which Opinion 1s no lels falſe than P/ato's, 
and to make Proof, and Illuſtration orthis, 

I muſt firſt agree with the Philoſophers, 
that there 1s but one Soul in a Human-Bo- 
dy, which 1sthe Rational, that is the Prin- 
ciple of whatever we do or Accomplih ; 
altho' there want not contrary Opinions, 
atlerting no leſs than two or three diſtin 
Souls befides the Rational. "This being fo, 


as to the Acts pertormed by the Rational 
Soul, 1o far forth as it is Vegetative, we 
have already proved that i knows how to 
Form a Man, and to Figure him as he 
ought to be; that we know how to draw 
N ouriſhment, to retain and digelt the ſame, 
as wellas to expel Excrements ; and if there 
be Defects in any parts of the Body, it 
knows how to repair them anew, and to 
give them that Structure which their uſe 


requires. Andas to the Acts of the Senfi- 


af- tive and Motive Facuities, a NeW-born- 
j Babe can apply and lay its Lips cloie to 


ry preſs the Milk, and this with to much Art 
and 


LIZ 
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and Addreſs, as the wiſeft Man in tlic 
World knows not how to do it fo well. 
Beſides this, 1t follows what tends moſt to 
the Preſervation of it's Nature, and flyes 
what 15 noxious and offenſive, he knows 
how to Laugh and to Cry, without ftay- 
ing to be Taught by any. And it this be 
not ſo, who can the Vulgar Philoſopher 
pretend has taught Children to perform 
theſe Actions, or through which of their 
Senſes have any Notices arrived , that 
made them do it? I know well they may 
reply, that God has given them the ſame 
Natural Inſtinct as to Brute Beaſts, - in 
which they ſay nor ill, it by Natural In- 
{tinct they mean no other thing than the 
Temperament. 

Man as ſoon as he 1s born cannot exert 
Acts proper to the Rational Soul ; ſuch as 
are to Underitand, Imagine, and Remem- 
ber; becauſe the Temperaments of Chy- 
dren are not well Adapted to ſuch Acts, 
but rather appropriate to the Vegetative 
and Senſitive, as the Temperament in Old 
Age is more proper for the Rational Soul, 
and lefs for the Vegetative and Senfitive 
Soul ; and ifthe Brain, which by little and 
little acquires the Temper that Wildom 
requires, might obtain 1t at once, Man at 
the ſame inftant would be ableto Reaſon 


and Diſcourſe better than if he had _—_ 
the 
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\ Þ the ſameat any timein the Schools; but as 

| Þ Nature cannot beſtow it but ſucceſſively 

> Þ andintime, ſo Man by degrees gains Know- 

; Þ ledge. This is the main Reaſon, as one 
may clearly fee, it -he will confider, that 

from the time a Man arrives at the pitch of 

| Wiſdom, by little and little he declines to 

| Tenorance, becauſe as he approaches nearer 

| to the laſt and decrepit Age, he daily ac- 

| quires another Temperament wholly new. 

As for me, I am of Opmion, _ E- = 

1  - 7 ; 5 Tine Meaſtromns Seea ant 

| that whereas Nature Makes 4 pj, 14. rwo Proncinat 

Man of hot and mniit Seed » Matters of which De are 

which is the Temperament thar fauna  ehih . 

directs the V egerative and Sen- ram:nt Children, ave ©f 

| fitive Soul what it oughr to do; #c:ity Srupid ond 1gua- 

| if inflead of that ſhe had form- {272.2952 119. Þ: 68 

| et him of cold and dry Seed, he 

| would Diſcourſe and Reaſon foon afrer he 

| was Born, and would not be able to Suck, 

| walmuch as his Temperament would not 

| well agree with ſuch Actions. But to the 

| end we may by Experience know, if the 

Brain be Temperate, fo far as the Natural 

SIences require, we need no Maſter toteach 

us, but only to attend to a thing, which 

12ppens every day ; that it a Man falls fick 

otany Diſtemper, that changes the Tem- 

perament of his Brain on a {udden @ in 

Vadneſs, Melancholy, and Frenzy ) he 
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Would loſe in a moment, though he were 
} Once 
UN 
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once Wiſe and Underſtanding, whatever 
Wiſdom, Underſtanding, and Knowledge, 
he had, and would utter a thouſand Extra- 
vagances3 and on the contrary, though he 


| had been once an Ignorant Fellow, he 


would be Inſpired with more Wit and A-_ 
bility than ever he had before. To prove 
which, I cannot forbear telling you what 
happened at Cordaba, in the Year 1570. 
(the Court being then there) to a Cour- 
teſan in her Sickneſs, named Loviſa Lopez, 
who was turned Fool : She had during her 
Health utterly loſt her Underſtanding, but 
as for her Imagination, ſhe converſed Plea- 
ſantly, and made her Complements with 
a good Grace; a certain contagious Diſeaſe 
then rite, threw her into a malignant Te- 
ver, in the midit of which, ſhe thewed ſo 
much Wit and Judgment, as ſurprized the 
whole Court. Inſomuch, that when they 
had given her the Sacraments, ſhe made 
her laſt Will, the diſcreeteſt in the World, 
and died begging the Mercy of God, and 
Pardon for her Sins, But what raiſed the Þ 
oreatelt Admiration was, that the ſame | 
Diſtemper ſeized on a very ſenſible and | 


| tober Man, who had the Cure of this Sick 


Perſon in charge, who died bereft both of 
Witgnd Tudgment, and neither did, no! 
ipoke the leait ſentible thing. And the 
 Reaton oi this was, that the ans AlaagY” 

k Os 
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; of the laſt, to which he owed his Wit when 
| hewas well, was the ſelf-ſame that Lovi/a 
| _ took poſſeſſion of by her Diſtemper 
; in ead of the Temperament {he had in ber 
| Health, whieh was the lot of the other 1 
=. the other in 
' | his Sickneſs. Let megiveyouan Inſtance 
| of. this, 1n a certain Labourer, who being 
| Frantic, made a Speech in my hearing, 
'| wherein he recommended his Weltare to 
" | thoſe about him, deſiring them to takecare, 
> | ofbis Wife and Children, ifir ſhould pleaſe. 
| God to call him out of this World, with 
| ny ftrains of Rhetoric, and fo great 
- | Elegance, and Purity of Speech, tl | 
\ 3 - | P 1, L Jat Ci 
YI io himſelf could ſcarce have made a better 
yy 7 the Mol : _ he OE Senate : At whi ch, 
YH ar n - s-by, not a httle ſurprized, ask- 
0 e, Whence appeared ſo great Witand 
© | Eloquence in a Man, who in - 
7 | his Health could fay nNeVera . _ wp Brain becomes hot 
 # wiſe Word? I ONE OCrer 1" RETEvE 
, | I made anſwer Thar th iis many bing ref s but 
5 OT -2 vings to ſay ; but 
8 | fluent Faculty of Haranguing morgres ow 
# | proceeded trom a certain 4 Ne The ha. 
rY a or degrce of Heat, of py on Chas 
whi _ er imbib'd in the Subſt 
y _ this Labourer was of the Brain, for that # the 
i po elled ; by means of his r9per Humor for Peetry,which 
| Diftemper. *I can confirm reno race 17/97 Tour 
Or the Truth f | : h | if the Choler were not purgcd 
he O ris, rom ano aw? in the Spring, there 
5 w/o Lunatic, who for, more **e2 cn” Mme 
nt than e' oet than himf[elf. 
of 1an eight days, ſpoke never Poetica.' _ .” 
1 2 a word, 
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The Tryal of Wits. 
a word, and then immediately fell into a 
tht of Rhiming, very often making no 


Chap. VII, 


Ics than a good entire Stanza ; the  By- 
ſtanders {urprized to hear a Ma 11 Diſcourſe 
ailin Verſe, who in his Health never knew 
how to make one; I told them it could 
never well be, that he who was a Poct in 


his Madneſs, ſhould be one when he was 
well, becauſe the Temperament. of the 


Braina Man has in Health, and from which 
he 1s toturn a Poet, 1s or a; narily Renver- 
ſed in his Sicknels, which is the cauſe of his 
falling 1nto Raptur es. TI remember the 
Lunatic's Wite, and Siſter (whoſe Name 
was Mary Garcia ) chid him for ſpeaking 


itt of the Saints, which fo enraged him, 


that he {poke to bis Wife aſter this manner. 
Then I renonace God for your ſake, and the 
Virgin Mary for Mary Garcia's ſake, and 


Saint Peter for John of Olmedo's ſake, which 


Fell into the followint Spaziſb Sranza : 


Pues reniego BA Drzos, 
Por amor de Vos. 

Et ae Sanita Maria, 
Por amor de Mari Garcia. 
Et de San Pearo, 


Por amor de Tur de Olmmedo. 


Aﬀter this rate running over 2 Bead-roll 
Of Saints, which Rhimed to the Names 
of 


Ree. 
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of the By-ſtanders. But this is a Matter of 
nothing, a meer Trifle to the {mart and 
ſubtle things which fell from a Page of a 
Spaniſh Grandee, when Delirious, though 
in his Health he was reckoned a Fellow of 
ſmall Wit, yet in Sickneſs he made ſuch a- 
creeable Diſcourſes, and ſuch pertinent An- 
{wers, to whatever was asked him, torm- 
nz Withal fo fair an Idea of the Govern- 
ment ofa Kingdom (of which he conceit- 
cd himſelf King) that all who came to ſee 
:ad hcar him were {urprized, nay his own 
Maſter, who never {tirred trom the Bed- 
fite, wiſhed he might never be Cured. As 
afterwards appeared more plain, when the 
Page wasrecovered of his Sickneſs, for the 
Phyiician that cur'd him, going totakeleave 
ot his Lord, not without hopes of receiving 
lome Gratuity, or at leaſt a fair Acknow- 
ledgmeat, inſtead of that, met with this 
Welcom. T aſlure you Maſter Doctor, I 
never was ſo vext at any Accident that be- 
tel me, as Iam now, to ſee my Page cured, 
becauſe it ſeems unreaſonable to me, to 
change ſo wile a Folly 1nto ſuch a ſtupid 
Underſtanding as his 15 when heis well. I 
am of Opinion of a Wile and Sober Youth 
Which he was, you have made him an Er- 
rant Sor, and a very Beaſt, wluch 1s the 
greateit Misfortune that could poſſibly beia) 
2 Man, The poor Phyſician perceiving how 
— 3 dif- 


The Tryal of Tits, Chap. VIL. 
diſagreeable the Cure he had performed 
was, went to take leave of the Page, and 
at length, after many things that paſſed to 
and fro between them, the Page ſaid to Þ 
mim. Sir, I thank you heartily, and kiſs 
your hand for the great good you have done Þ 
' me, 1n bringing me to recover my Under- 
ftanding, but T ſwear to you by my Faith, | 
It 15 not without great Regret I am cured ; | 


O 


for whilſt T was Prantic, T had the plea- 
{anteſt Enjoyments in the World, conceit- 
ing my felf a kind of Grand Si1gnior, and 
that there was no King on Earth but was 
my Vaſlal. And what ſignified it, though 
it were Imaginary, ſince I took as much 
pleaſure in it as if it had been really true. 
My Condition 1s much worſe at this pre- 


This Pagelent, for I find my {elf in reality but a poor 
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Page, that muſt to morrow morning be- 
g1n to ſerve him, whom in my Sickneſs I 
{hould hardly have'deigned to make my 
Page. ?Tis of no great Importance what 
the Philoſophers think of this, and by what 
means it 15 brought to paſs; for I am able 
ro aſſure them from very credible Hifto- 
ries, that ſome Ignorant Fellows that were 
Sick of the ſame Diſeaſe, have talked Latin, 
withour ever ſo much as knowing what 
they laid, when they came once to them- 
zelves. TI could tell ofa She-Lunaric, who 
£09 all that came to ſee her, their a 
all 
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and V'ices : And ſometimes with greater 
certainty than thoſe who uſually pretend 
to Divine by Signs and Conzectures ; fo 
that no Body .durſt go ſee her, for fear of 
the Truths {he revealed. And what raiſed 
/ their Admiration yet higher, was at the 
| Inſtant the Barber-Surgeon was bleeding 
her, ſhe ſaid to him, take care what you 
 .do, for you have not many Days to hve, 
and your Wye {hall marry again, with 
| ſuchanone; which prov'd true, and came 
| to pals ere {ix Months were expired, tho? 
* ſhe faiditatrandom. Methinks I already 
hear from thoſe that ſhght Natural Philo- 
ſophy, that it is a meer Mockery, and a 
Fable; or it it be true; that the Devil, as 
he is ſubtle and cunning, enters by God's 
Permiſſion into the Body of this Woman, 
and the other Lunatics, we have already 
ſpoke of, making them utter thoſe ſur- 
prizing things. Yet ought they to be ten- 
der in ſaying thus, becauſe the Devil not 
having the Spirit of Prophecy, cannot 
know future things. They hold it for a 
ſtrong Argument, to prove it falſe, that 
they do not underſtand how it can be done; 
as 1t difficult and ſublime things were to be 
underſtood by every Capacity. TI ſhall not 
£0 about to convince thoſe by Reaſon, that 
have not any themſelves, becauſe it would 
prove Labour in Yain : But I ſhall chuſe 


I 4 to 


120 The Tryal of Wits, Chap. VII. 
to 1 peak to them, from Ariſtotle, that the 
Men who have ſuch a proper Piſpoſition 
as their Actions require, may know many 
things witnout having them tranſmitted 
by auy particular Senle, or having learn'd 
them from an! Y Teacher : Dany alſo, be- 
| LL cauſe this Heat is near the Seat 0 
4 e Ty'97, A 2 ea Gy 
= Erb Oc? þ, had [it are 1:j;:rmed or [Izuck with 


the ſeme natural Diſpo,i. the Diſeaſe of Luzacy, or firea 
tieu rhcutioned by A; iſto- E I 

*5 472 6 Y Wh « furious Irmpalſe; whence 
1 AV A be ky {45 bbs CRE 

S9:rir of Prophecy infu;.4 came the Sybils, and rhe Menades, 


2 29; J* wo bag 0 Þ 4 ad ſuch as were ſuppoſed to be Ins 
Wir, 20459 never fo Sub- fpired by a Divine Spirit ; this 
lirue, 10 reveal ſuch ele N entie not fo much by Sickneſs, 
4 6 het! walk as by a a Natural Fxc c/s, Marcus, 
7 Cat 1207 of Sir acute! was ihe better Poet for 
it, when 2 was out of his Wits; and thoſe in 
lo ht ex :ceſfove Heat is 07s remiſs and 
PIoner 66 , are compleatly Melancholic, vat 
much Wiſer. By theſe Words 4; iſtotle 
openly owns, that many Men by reaſon of 
the extrcam Heat of their Brain, know 
tings £ come, even as the Sybils did : 
winch proceeds pot, as he ſays, 10 much 
j om Sickneſs, as trom the Inequality of 


'F 


Natural Heat. And tor this very Reaſon 


i Prove g It Cic -arly in the Inſtance of Mar- 
(os the Srracuſizn, Who was a very cxcel- 
tentl] gt aye the time he was beſide himſelf, 


ION 2 Over -heated Brain ;-- but as this 
Ereat $344t Came to be mode rated, he loft 


rw 


the 


} Chap. VI. The Tryal of Wits. I21 

the Art of making Verſes, though he re- 

mained more Prudent and more Wiſe. So 

that Ariſtotle not only allows the Tempe-- 

rament of the Brain for the principal Cauſe 

of theſe ftrange Effects, bur alfo reproves 

them that affirm it to be by Divine Reve- 

lation, and not a Natural thing. 
Heppocrates was the firft that gave the 

name of Divine to theſe wonderful Effects. 

| *[f there be any thins Divine in Diſtempers, * Lib T. 

S - COW + ro. Prob. V. 

> the Prognoſtic of it uſt alſo be learn'a, By 

| which he adviſes the Phyſicians, : 

© when they gueſs at Dilcaſes, mw ORR.. 


utter ſuch Divine things, 
they ſhould thence ' frame a »* is a Sign that rhe Ra- 


Judgment in what ſtate they þ—o ng oats m_— 
| are, and from that, Pr edict the ſuch Recover : Cicero 
| Criſis of their Diſtemper. But f## #70 the Jame Errer. 
| what ſurprized me moſt in this **2 Arcnia Fora 
| Caſe, 1s, That if I ſhould ask Plato, how 
It comes, that of two Children of the ſame 
Father, one {ſhould know how to make. 
| Veries without any Maſter's teaching, and 
| the other, after all his Labours in the Art of 
| Poetry, {hould not know how to Compoſe 
| any? He might Anſwer perhaps, That he 
| Who1s Born a Poet, 1s poſſe{t with a De- 
| mon that Inſpires him, and tie other, nor. 
It was therefore with reaſon Ar:ftotle repre- n-.\ 
hended him, ſeeing he might have tairly _** 
imputed it to the Temperament, as he did A 
11 another Place. | 2 
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The Tryal of Wits, Chap. VII | 

As for the Lunaticthat ſpoke Latiz with. 
out having learn'd it when he was well, it F 
ſhews the Analogy and Correſpendence 
between the Latiz Tongue, and the Ra- þ 
tional Soul. Or it may be, as we ſhall 
hereafter prove, becaule there 1s a parti- Þ 
cular and proper Wit to invent Languages, Þ 
Latia Words, and the manner of ſpeaking | 
this Tongue, are ſo Rational, and ſo agree- þ 
ably ſtrike the Ear, that the Rational Soul þ 
meeting with the "Temperament neceſſary þ 
to invent a very eloquent Language, im- 
mediately {tumbles on the Latiz : For that Þ 
two Inventers of Languages may forge the Þ 
{ame Words, having both the ſame Inventi- | 
on and Ability, may be clearly underſtood, 
if we ſuppoſe, that as God created Adam, Þ 
he preſented all the Creatures to him, to 
give them what Names they ought to have; 
{0 he might have made another at the ſame 
time with the ſame Pertection, and Super- 
natural Grace; Now I demand, had God 
preſented to this other, the ſame Creatures 
tor him to give them Proper Names, what 
Names would he have giventhem? It 1snot 
tobe doubted but they would have been the 
lame that Adam gavethem; and the reaſon 
is clear, becauſe bath in Naming would 
have conſider'd the Nature of the Crea- 
ture, which was but One, In hike mann 
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the Lunatic might ſtumble on the Latin 


'T ongue; 


|. 
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Tongue, and ſpeak Latiz without having 
learn'd it in his Wits ; becauſe the Natural 
Temperament of his Brain being altered 
by that Diftemper, he might do it in a 
ſhort time after the ſame manner, as he 
> © who firſt invented the Latzz Tongue, and 
5, | fo he might pronounce almoſt the ſame 
7 | Words, though not ſuch laboured Periods, 
-| or with {uch a continued Elegance ; be- 
1Þ cauſe this is a ſign the Devil moves their 
yþ Tongue, #&ccording to what the Church 
- | teaches her Exorcitts. The ſame thing is 
t | affirmed by A4ri//ozle to have befallen ſome 
ce | Children, who at their Birth pronounced 
- | diſtintly ſome Words, and afterwards be- 
came mute, He reproves the V ulgar Phi- 
lolophers of his time, who being 1gnorant 
of the natural Cauſe of that Effect, attri- 
buted it to the Demons. Though hecould 
never diſcover the Reaſon and Cauſe of 
Childrens ſpeaking at their Birth, and be- 
ing afterwards mute ; yet notwithitand- 
| 1ng1t never once entered into his thoughts 
| that it was the Invention of the Devil, or 
any Supernatural Effect, as the Vulgar 
Philoſophers vainly imagine, who finding 
| themſelves entangled with the ſublime and 
1ubtle things of Natural Philoſophy, poſ-_ 
leſs them that know nothing, that God, or 
_ theDevil, are the Authors of ſuch rare and 
prodigious Efftets, becauſe they are Igno- 
| | rant 


( without having lear Td 1t in his Senſes. Now 
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rant of their natural Cauſes. Children thatÞ* 
are begot of cold and dry Seed, as thoſe 
GOIN old Ave, .bevin to reaſon and dif. F 
courſe a few Days and Months after they 
are Born, RE the cold and dry Tem- 'þ 
peramcnt, as we ſhall prove hereafter, is 


more appropriate to the Operations of the Þ! 
Rational Soul, and what "Time, and the 

long ſucceſſion of Days and Months might 

cect, is ſupplied by rhe ſudden Tempe: 
rament of the Brain, that after this manner 

is puſhed forward by many Cauſes leading 

EE Set. b that end. * Ariſtotle tells of other Chil 
«vi, dren, who began to ſpeak as ſoon as they 
were Born, and afterwards were mute, t:il 

they arr ived at the Age allotted for ſpeak 

ing ; 1o that this ERect was occation'd by 

the ſame thing, as that we remembrec in 

the Page, and I the other Lunatics, nay, and 


of him who all on a ſudden ſpoke 44:7, 
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that Children while yet in their Mother's 
Wombs, and as foonas they are Born, may, 
be afflicted with the like Diſtempers, is a 
thing not to be denied. 
As for the She- LOI who Divined, 
how that might be, I will make more In- 
Ke cetgible ir om (Cicero, than from the Natu- 
val Philoſophers, who deſcribing the Na- 
ure of Man, ſpeaks after this manner. 
Je Divi. 4 That Creature of Forefizht, SagaCious , 


PIT 10NE., = ſoary 
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1harp-witted, capable of ail Things, of g004 
Memory, endued with Reaſon and anc;l 
; \mhich we call May : And more particular ly 
Eheaffirm'd, That ſome Men by Nature fſur- 
 naſs others in the Knowledge of Futurities. 
For there is a power andkind of Natare, which 
| penetrates and predicts things to come, the 
| Force and Nature of which, has never beew yet 
| explained by Reaſon, What led the Na. 
| tural Philoſophers into an Error, was their 
| not conlidering, (as Plato did) that Man 
| was made after the likeneſs of God, and 
: that he participates of the Divine Provi- 
Be being qualified to Giſtin- : 
} ouiſh all the three differences of Foo poof Sic end 
TT mes, With Memory tor the are exdued with a kind of 
| Pall, Senſe for the Pr clent, 1+ pers Coe 
i1VInat. 
| magination and Under ſanding 
| for the Future. And as there are obſer- 
| ved ſome Men ſurpaſſing others in the Re- 
, | membrancedf what is Paſt, and fome ex- 
' | c<lling others in the Knowledge ot the 
Br ſent, ſo are there {ome who are natu- 
| rally more capable than others in gueſſing. 
| What 1s to Come. One of the frongelt. 
Arguments that entorced Twly to believe 
the Rational Saul incorruptible, was the 
obſer ving with what certainty ſick People 
predict. Fururities, eſpecially when they 
are nearel{t Death. But the difierence there 
'S betwixt Fae Prophetic Spirit, and this 
i - Nan 
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x26 The Tryal of Wits. Chap. VII. 
Natural Wit, is this, what God has by the 
Mouth of the Prophets declared 1s Infal- 
2 Iible, becauſe it is his expreſs Word : Burt 
"I that which a Man Prognoſticates by the 
Y _ ſtrength of Fancy, has not the ſame cer- 
tainty. 
Thoſe who ſay the She-Lunatic diſco- 
vered the Virtues and Vices of thoſe who 
came to ſee her, by the Artifice of the De- Þ 
vil, may underſtand that God gives to | 
Men a Supernatural Grace, by which they | 
may know, which are the Works of God, || 
and which of the Devil. This St. Paul | 
ranks among the Divine Gitts, calling it 
The Diſcerning of Spirits. *T's by this we Þ 
know, whether it is a good or bad Angel Þ « 
comes to move us; for the Devil comes Þ | 
often to us under the Appearance of a good Þþ 
Angel, the better to deceive us : Upon 
which occaſion weſhall ſtand inneed of this 
| Supernatural Gift to know and diſtinguiſh 
i him from the good Angel. Thoſe who 
bo have not a Gezzz5 proper tor Natural Philo- 
ſophy, will be furtheit from this Gift ; be- 
cauſe both that Science and the Superna- 
tural which 1s Inſpired by God, fall upon 
the ſame Faculty, which is the Underitand- 
L ing; at leaſt it 15 {otorthe moſt part, when 
W .-- God in the Communicating of his Gifts, 
Wo accommodates himlelt to each Man's Na- 
tural Genirns, as I have ſaid betore. 
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Chap. VII. The Tryal of Wits. 127 
 * Jacob being at the point of Death* Gen. ch. 
| (which is a time when the Rational Soul 15 *-* 
| the freeſt to foreſee Puturities ) all his 
| Twelve Sonscame intoftus Chamber, toſee 
| bim, he told each in particular their Vir- 
{ tues and their Vices, and predifted what 
| ſhould befal both them and their Children. 
?Tis certain he did this by the Spirit of God ; 
| but if Holy Writ and our Faith had not 
| aſſured us of it, how ſhould the Natural 
Philoſophers know that this was the Work - 
| of God, and that of the She Lunatic's tell- 
| ing thoſethat came to ſee her, their Virtnes 
| and Vices, was a Work of the Devil, ſince 
| that in part 1t reſembled Jacob's? They 
| conceive the Nature of the Rational Soul 
| to be far different from that of the Devil, 
and that its Powers, ghe Underſtanding, 
| Imagination, and Memory, are of another 
kind much different : In which they are 
miſtaken ; for let the Rational Soul animate 
| a well-organiz'd Body, {uch as Adam's was, 
It ſhall know no leſs than the moſt clear- 
lighted Devil; and when ir is ſeparated 
trom the Body, it has as ſubtle Faculties as 
he. Say now that the Devils diſcover what 
1s to come, by conjecturing and reaſoning 
from certain Signs, the Rational Soul can 
doas much, when deliver'd from the Body, 
or when it has that difference of 'Tempera- 
| Ment, wiuch gives Man the KORS 
if 


de _ 


128 The Tryal of Wits, Chap. VII. 
of Futurities ; 1o that it is as difficult to the 
Underitanding to conceive how the Devil 
can know ſuch elevated and hidden things ; 
of which the Knowledge 1s attributed to 
the Rational Soul. It cannot enter into 
their thoughts, that there can. be Signs in 
Natural things whereby to foretel what is 
to come : And I my ſelf hold that there 
are ſome Indications fubſervient tous 1n the 
knowledge of the Pait, of the Preſent, and 
that help us to conjecture at the Future ; 
nay, and to gueſs at certain Secrets of Hea- 

» Chap. 1. VEN. * For the thizes of God from the Crea- 
co the Re F707 of the VIorid ave clearly ſee, being under-, 
Tm flood by the things that are made. He that 
{hall have the requilite Faculty to attain it, 
may attain 1t ; and the other {hall be fuch 
a one as Homer ſpeaks of, The Ignorant 
underitand the Pait, but not the Future ; 
but the Prudent and Dilcreet 1s the Ape of 
God, imitating him 1n many things ; and 
though he cannot do 1t to 1o great a Per- 
tection, yet nevertheleſs he can counterieit 
it in ſome mcalure. | 
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CHAP. VII 


From theſe three Oualities alone, Heat, 
Moiſture, and Drmeſs, proceed all 
the differences of Wit obſervd among 


Men, 


| S long as the Rational Soul is in the 
A .. Body, it 1s. impoſſible it ſhould 
pertorm different and contrary Actions, if 
to each it have its proper and peculiar 

Inſtruments, This 1s clearly ſeen in the 
Animal Faculty, which exerciſes divers 
Actions 1n the exterior Senſes, each having 
ts particular and proper Organ ; the Sight 
has it after one manner, the Hearing after 
another ; the Taſte, the Smell and the. 
Touch atter another ; and if this were not 
ſo, there would be bur one ſort of A&tions, 
all would confift either 1n the Sight, or in 
the Hearing, or in the Taſte, or in the 
Ynell, or in the Touch ; becaute the Organ 
determines the Power to one Action only, 
and not to more. From what paſſes plain- 
ly through the exterior Senſes, we may 
collect what is acted in the Interior, We 
Underſtand, we Imagine, and Remember, 
by the fame Animal Virtue. Bhr if it be 
true, thateach Action requires1ts particular 
toitrument ; there mult neceſſarily be one 
E- Organ 


TJO 


But when we ſee ſuch different Actions, of 
neceſſity there muſt aHo be divers Inſtru- 


of him: But for my part, I hold, that the 


The Tryal of TUits. Chap. VIIT. 


Organin the Brain to Underſtand, another 
toImagin, and a tiurd to Remember; for it. 
the whole Brain were Organized after one 
and the ſame Manner, all would be either 
Memory, or Underitanding,or Imagination, 


ments. And yet if one ſhould Difleet a 
Head to Anatomize the Brain, all would 
ſeem compoſed after the ſame manner, of 
the like ſubſtance, without difference of 
Parts or diverſity of Kinds. TI ſay, that 
it ſeems ſo, becauſe, as Galez has obſerv'd, 
Nature has placed abundance of things in 
Man's Body, that are compound, which 
the Senſes nevertheleſs judge to be ſimple, 
becauſe of the Subrtilty of the Mixture: 
Which may alſo happen in the Brain of a 
Man, though to ſight it ſeems no ſuchthing. 
Beſides this, there are fourſmall Ventricles 
in the Cavity of the Brain, of which Galen 
taught the uſe to him that would learn it 


fourth Ventricle, which is behind the Head, 
has no other Fun&tion than to digeſt and 
refine the Vital Spirits, and turn them 1nt0 
Animal Spirits, enabling them to give Senfe 
and Motion to all the Parts of the Body, 
becauſe, we cannot find in Humane Bodit5 
two ſuch contrary Operations, that inter- 
tere with each other; ſo much as Reaſo!-! 


ng andthe Digeſtive Faculty.. The reaſon 
| 


Chap. VIIL The Cryal of Wits. 
is, that Speculation requires the Repole, 
Sereniry, and Clearneſs of the Animal Spi- 
rits; whereas the Digeſtion 1s made with 
noife and ferment, and from that Opera- 
tion ariſes many Vapours which infeſt and 
| darken the AnimalSpirits, in ſuch manner as 
the Rational Soul cannot well diftinguiſh 
| the Figures of things: Nor was Nature 1o 
 Incon{iderate to join in one place two Acti- 
| ons that are performed with ſo great a Re- 
| pugnance and Contrariety; Be 1t how it 


will, * Plato mightily commends the Pro- + pjatoge 
vidence and Care of him, who made us ; de Naturz. 


for having ſeparated the Liver at fo great a 
diſtance trom the Brain, lett by the noiſe 
made by the Boiling and Concottion of the 
Food, and by the Objcurity and Clouds 
calt on the Animal Spirits by the Vapours, 
the Rarional Soul fhonld be difcompoſed in 
| Reaſoning. However i Plato had not re- 
mark*d this from Philoſophy, we ſee it 
every hour by Experzence; notwithitand- 
ing the Liver and the Stomach are ſo very 
| fUſtant from! the Brain, yet none can ſet to 
Study immediately upon Eating, or {ome 

time after.  ® 
Whar {eems molF true in this matter, 1s, 
that the Oihce of the fourth Ventricle, 1s 
to diveſt and altef the Vital, and relolve 
{nm into Animal Spirits, for the end we 
ave ſpoke of : And for this Reafon Nature 
22s alfo ſeparated the three other, and has 
K 2  bodged 
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The Ttyal of Ulits. Chap. VIT, 
logded it like a little Brain by it ſelf apart, 
as 1s to be obſerved, leſt by its Operation, 


_ theSpeculation of the other {hould be di- 


iturbed. For as to the three little Cells 
betore, 1t 1s not to be doubted, but Nature 
has made them to. Reaſon and Diſcourſe ; 
it clearly appears in deep Studies and Mu- | 
ſing, which never fails to make that part 
of the Head ake, which correſponds to 
thele three Cavities. The ſtrength of this 
Argument appears, if weconſider, thateven 
the other Powers being Fatigued in per- 
forming their Office, ever cauſe ſome Pain 
to thole Organs with which they are Exer- 
cited : As alter gazing too long a time, the 
Eyes water, and after Walking too much Þ 
the Soles of the Feet willake. Now the Þ 
difficulty 1s to know in which of theſe Cells Þ 
dwells the Underſtanding ; in which the 
Mcmory , and in which the Imagination ; 
becauſe they are ſo cloſe and near Neigh- 
bours, that one cannot well diſtinguiſh, or 
Know it by the Experience we even now 
{poke of, nor by any other Token. More- 
over if we conlider, that the Underſtand- 
1g can do nothing without the Memory 
be pretent to it, to offer and repreſent to it 
the Figures and Species, according to the 
Saying of Ariſtotle; He that underſtanu 
#45 20 more t0 do but to reflect 03 the Images. 
Nor the Memory again, without being {- 


_ conded by the Imagination, according #5 


WU 


Chap. VIT. The Tryal of Wits. 

we have elſewhere noted ; we may ealily 
| conclude, that all the three Faculties are 
| joined and united together 1n each Ven- 
* tricle; that the Underſtanding 1s not by it 
ſelf in one, nor the Memory by it felt in 
the other, nor the Imagination by its ſelf 
in the third, as the Vulgar Philofophers 


have thought. This Union of Powers and 


Virtues uſes to be made in Humane Bo- 
dies, when one cannot ac& without the 
Concurrence of the other, as appears in the 
four Natural Virtues. The Attractive, 
the Retentive, Digeſtive, and Expulfive; 
which, to be of uſe one tothe other, have 
by Nature been aſſembled 1n one and the 
fame Pface, and nor ſeparated from each 
other. 
| But if all this be true, to what end has 
| Nature prepared thole three Ventricles, 
| and to each of them joined all the three Ra- 


tional Powers, ſince any one of the three 


was ſufficient for the Underſtanding and 
the Memory to play their parts? To this 
| May be anſwered, That it is equally difi- 


| cult to know why Nature has made two. 
| Eyes, and as many Ears, ſince in each of 


| them the whole power of Seeing and Hear- 
ng reſides, and one may fee with one Eye 
alone ? To this it may be ſaid, That how 
much greater the Number of Organs of the 
Fowers appointed and eſtabliſhed tor the 
K 3 | Per- 
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The Tryal of Wits, Chap. VIII. 


Perfettion of the Animal is, ſo much more 


aflured is the Perfection and Poſleflion of 


them ; becauſe by: ſome Accident one or 
two may fail, and then it is convenient, 
that there ſhould be a Supply from others 
_ lame kind, which may be ready to 
A : 
In the Diſeaſe calPd by Phyticians, the 
Reſolution of the Sinews, or Palſy of half 
the Body, the Operation of the Ventricle 
that an{wers to the Sick-ſ{1de, 15 uſually loſt, 


 3infuch manner as if the two others remain- 
. eqnot entire and unhurt, the Man would 


be itupid without Reaſon. And neverthe- 
leſs from the want of this Ventricle alone, 
he 1s obſerved to be very weak, aswwell mn 
the Actions of the Underſtanding, as of the 
Imaginat:on,,and Memory : Even as he 
who ules to*See with two Eyes, would be 
at a loſs in hs Sight, if one of them was 
quite out. By which meansit may beclear- 
ly underitood, that in each Ventricle, all 
the three Faculties are found, fince from 
the hurt of one alone, the other three are 
all weakned. > 

Say now, that all the three Ventriclesare 
compoled atter the fame mannex, and that 
there 15 no Diverſity of Parts to be found 
1n them, we cannot be at a loſs if we take 


the nrſt Qualities for the Inftrument, and 


fo make as ma 1 dzferences of Wit as there 


be 


; 
| 


Chap. VL. The Tryal of Wits. 


be of the firſt Qualities. For 1t is againſt 
all Natural Philoſophy, to believe that the 
Rational Soul being m the Body can exer- 
ciſe her Operations without the Mediation 
of a Corporeal Inſtrument to affiſt her. 
But of the four Qualities that appear, the 
Heat, Cold, Moiſture, and Drinels, all Phy- 
ſicians reject the Cold as of no uſe at all, in 
the Operations of the Rational Soul: And 
accordingly 1t 1s obſerved by Experience, 


in all theother Powers of Man, that where 


the Cold overballances the Heat, they are 
blunted and retarded in their Offices ; in- 
{omuch as neither the Stomach digelts the 


Meat, nor the Parts of Generation produce 


effective Seed, nor the Muſcles duly move 
the Body, nor the Brain duly Reafons and 
Diſcourſes. For which reaſon Galez ſaid, 
The Cold manifeſtly incommodes and retards 
all the Operations of the Soul : Serving only 
in the Body to allay the Natural Heat, and 
to hinder it from being inflamed. But Avr:- 


ſtotle 1s of a contrary Opinion, where he 


lays, The thick and hot Blood renders the Man 
ſtrong and robuſt gd the thinner and more Cold 
of 4 more delicate Senſe and Underſtanding. 
Whence it clearly appears, that from Cold 
proceeds the greateit difference of Wit in 


Man, viz. the Underſtanding. Ar:/totle 
therefore enquiring, why the Men inha- 


biting hotter Countries (as Azypt is) arc 
oh more 


235 
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more Subtile and Ingenious thanthofe who 
hive in colder Clmates, makes Anſwer, That 
the Ambient Hear being exceſſive, draws 
forth and conſumes the Natural Heat of 
the Brain, leaving it cold, which makes 
Men more ſharp. And that on the cons. 
trary, thegreat Ambient Cold concentrates 
the Natural Heat of the Brain, not {uffer- 
ing 1t todiſperſe : And further, they who 
have very hot Brains, ſays he, can neither 
Reaſon nor Diſcourſe, but are Volatile, 
never fixing on one Opinion. Gale, as 1t 
ſeems, alluded to this, where he ſays, the 
reaſon why a Man changes his Opinion 
every moment, 1s, becauſe he had a very 
hot Brain ; and on the contrary, he that 
has a cold Brain will be firm and ſteady in 
his Opinion. But the Truth 1s, there is 
no difterence of Wit proceeds from this 
Quality, neither could Ariſtotle mean that 
the Blood, cold in exceſs, made the Under- 


| ſtanding better, but only when it is leſs 


hot. Whena Maa 1s fickle, 1t 1s true, it 


proceeds from too great'a Hear, that raiſes 


tranſient Figures 1n his Brmn, making them 
as 1t were to. boil, 'by which means the 
Images of many things repreſent them- 
{elves at once to the Rational Soul, awakens» 
Ing and inviting it to a Conſideration of 
them, and to enjoy all, ſhe leaves fome, 


_ and Embraces others. "The quite contrary 


. happens 


Chap. VII. The Tryal of Wits. 137 
happens in Cold, which renders a Man 
fixt and ſtable in an Opinion ; becaule it 
keeps the Figures faſt locked up, not per- 
mitting them to fly ſo faſt, ſo that it repre- 
ſents no other Image toa Man but what 1s 
called for.” Cold has this Peculiar, that it 
retards the Motions, not only of Corporeal 
things, but alſo renders the Figures and 

the Species ( by Philoſophers termed Intel- 
{etual) immovyable in the Brain ; but this 
firmneſs ſeems'rather to be a certain Dul- 


ES * Rk . wh £ 9 ot 
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ond 
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© Þ neſs, than a Difference of Wit. There is i} 
- another kind of Steadineſs, which proceeds TF 
1 | from the Underſtanding, being cloſer and fi 
7 more compact, and not from any coldneſs of 
 # of Brain. Drineſs then, Moiſtureand Heat, 4 
1 | remain as Inſtruments of the Rational Fa- In 
S | culty. Butnot one Philoſopher knew how ht 
3 | toaſſignin particular toteach Difference of id 
: | Wit, the Quality that ſerv'd it for an Inſtru- 4 
: ment. Mn Hey aclitns aid, That the {bar preſs * Diafn. de 7 | 
$ of Wit was from, a dry Light. By which natura. Be Ft 
© | words hegives us to undeſtand, that Dri- by 
5 nels 1s the cauſe of the great:Prudence and 

1 Wiſdom in Mar: ; -but he has not ſhewn; 

: in what kind of Knowledge 'a Man was 

- | Excellent by means of this Quality. Plato 

; mtended no lefs, when he aftirm'd, That 


the Soul upon its entring the Body, was 4 
very "Wiſe, but thar' the great Moiſture it A 
met there, render'd it lumpiſh and dull, 
LR till 
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138 The Tryal of Wits, Chap. VIII 
till as that Moiſture wears off in Age, and 
the Body becomes drier, the Soul diſco- 


vers that Knowledge and Wiſdom it had at 
Homer in- firſt. Among Brute Bealts ( Ariſtotle {aid) 


forminz thoſe are more deliberate, whoſe Conſti- 


ront Ulyt- . . 
1:5 w4; a/- EULION 1s More cold and dry, as the Ants 


ways Wiſs, and Bees, who may diſpute for Wxdom 

5%". With Men that are Reaſonable Creatures. 

-/-- red Belides,. there 15 not a Brute Beaſt more 

-::9 2 3+ moitt than a Hog, and which has leſs Wit, 
For which cauſe the Poet P:zaar being to 
tax the Beotzans for Blockheads, expreſt 
munfclt in this manner. 


Dita fuit Sus gens Beotia Vecors. 


Stupid Beotzaps wore the Name 
Of Hogs, their Nature was the ſame. 


* ib. nog © Galen aftirm'd alſo, That the Blood by 


animi mo- reaſon of its t00 great moiſture, made Men 


es cp Tlly. * And the fame + Galen recounts, 


de natura that the Comic Poets accuſed Hip pocr ates's 
bom. com. Children of it; alledging they had too much 


XI | | | gen, 
| Natural Heat, which is a moiſt Subſtance, 
and abounding with Vapours. The Chu- 


dren of Wiſe Men are not withour this 
Defe& ; of which I may hereafter aſſign 
theReaſon.  Ofthe four Humors we have, 
there is not one of them found hot and 


1x5 ry, but melancholy. And || 4riftotle at- 
L POD to © | 7 hr ms 


| Chap. VII. The Tryal of (its. 139 
firms, Thatall the Men that ever ſfignaliz'd 
themſelves in the Sciences, were Melan- 
cholic. Tn fine, all agree, that Drinels 
makes a Man very Wie ; but no Man 
ſhews which of the Rational Faculties it 
molt favours. The Prophet * Ejay only *Ch.xxviii 
determined it, when he ſaid, Yexationgives 
Underſtanding, becauſe Sorrow and Afﬀi- 
ion, not only lick up that moiſture of the 
Brain, but have alſo Power to dry up the 
very Bones, by which Quality the Under- 
ſtanding is made more {harp and acute; 
which may be apparently evidenced, by 
conſidering, that many Menreduc'd to Po- 
verty and Miſery, have happer'd to Speak 
and Write things worthy of Admiration ; 
but being afterwards raiſed by Fortune ac- 
cording to their Wiſh, to make good Cheer, 
have done nothing more of Importance. 
For a delicate Life, Content, a-{tream of 
Fortune, and all things ſucceeding tmoothly 
toour Wiſh, much relax and moii{ten the 
Brain ; whuch is what + Hz:ppocrates {aid + Epidem- 
Content and Chearfulneſs enlarge and dilate VmIX 
the Heart, giving it a ſweet and groſs Heat. 
Which 1s again eaſily proved ; tor if Aﬀti- 
ction and Grief dry up and conſume the 
Fleſh, by which means a Man acquires a 
better Underſtanding; it is certain, that 
the contrary, which is Chearfulneſs, fails 
not to moitten the Brain, and impair the 
| ri F Under- 
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149 The Tryal of Tits. Chap. VII. 
Se Heart of the wiſe Man Underſtanding. They who at- 
' where Saneſ # ro be tain the laſt ſort of Wit, are 


oronye . | | 
-060 hgh '» > more immediately diſpoſed to 
Ezart of rhe Frol where Foy Sports, Feaſts, Muſic, frequent- 


zs (of which the Propt'y 115 merry Company, and fly- 

mat andre” - the rats at rl 

times were wont to give them Reliſh and 
Cen © - 

Hence may the Vulgar learn, how it 

comes, that a Wiſe and Vurtuous Man, 

raiſed to'great Honour ( who before was 

Poor and Humble) ſometimes 1immedaate- 

Iy changes his Manners, and. his way of 

Reaſoning, for this proceeds from his ac= 

uring a new Temperament, moiſt and 

ful of Vapors, by which means he effaces 

the Figures he had before in his Memory, 

rendering his Underſtanding Dull and Slug- 

11h. 

” Tis very difficult to know what Diffe- 

rence of Wit proceeds from moiſture, be- 

cauſe it ſo ftrongly contradicts the Rational 

* Lib.i. Faculty, At leaſt according to * Galer's 

ge nator- Opinion, all the Humoursot our Body that 

%. ©aremoilt in Exceſs render the Man Stupid 

and Ignorant , which occaſion'd him to 

fay, The Prudence axd Nimbleneſs of the Ra- 

tional Soul ariſes from Choler ; Integrity and 

Conſtancy proceed from the Melencholic Hu- 

wour ;, Simplicity and Stupidity from Blood; 

Phlegm, or Water, ſerving fer nothing but to 


feed 
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| feed ſleep, Inſomuch, that the | ,,, 6:0 0:6- 
© Blood,ſo far as it 1s moiſt, and the ing rhe Narure of Wir, 
Phlegm no lefs conſpire to ruin 247 the Memory tn Dact- 
and deſtroy the Rational Facul- _ EE 
ty; but this 1s to be underſtood the ſame Name as Inge= Wh 
| ofthe diſcurſive and aftive Fa- 77; Þe fin. ban. & 
b- ; mal. ib. I. ” 

| culties, and not of the paſſive, _ 

| as the Memory 1s, which depends on mot- 
ſtuie, eyen as the Underſtanding does on 
drineſls, Now wecall the Memory a Ra- 
tional Faculty, becauſe without 1t the Un- 
deritanding and Imagination are of no uſe. 
It affords them matter, and furniſhes them 
with Figures to Reaſon, according to that 
of Ariſtotle, He that anderſtands does no more 
than reflect on the Images, And the proper 
Office of the Memory 1s to lay up thoſe Ft 
oures for the Underſtanding whenit would 
reflect on them; and therefore it that be 
loſt, it is impoffible for the other Faculties _ 
to perform their Fun&tion. * Galer ſays * De Offc. 
the Office of the Memory 15 no other than NING _ 
to keep the Figures of things, without ha- 
vIing any Invention of its own : The Me- 
mory treaſures and lays up the things which axe 
tranſmitted from the Senſe and Underſtanding 

4s in a Coffer, or Repoſutory, having no In- 
vention of its own, Thus being its Office, 
one may clearly perceive it depends much 
on moiſture, which ſoftegs and prepares 
the Brain, for the Figures that are imprint- 
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The Tryal of Tits: Chap. V TIT. 
ed by way of Comprefſion. - Infancy is an 
evident Proof of this Doctrin ; ſeeing in 
that Age the Memory 1s readier than 1n all * 

--» the other, becauſe the Brain then 15 moilt= 

* ANN. .&ft, * Ariſtotle therefore demands, Why 


| | 48 &. rob. & 0 =» | b# 4 
4 "hy P"the Old have more Wit and a better Onder= 
4 b ſtanding; ind the Young learn readier and with 


more eaſe ? To Which he makes Anſwer, 
That the Memory of Old People 1s filled 
with ſo many Images of things which they 
have {ceh and heard during the long courſe 
= of their Life, that there 15 no room leit to 
f * receive any thing new ; but that of Young 
5 People, as Perſons late Born, meets with 
no difficulty therein, which makes them 
g receive and retain immedaately all thar is 
'13 told and taught them. Which may be 
"F better underitood by compairing the morn- : 
ing and evening Memory, and {hewing 
that we learn better in the morning, be-. 


| __ cauſe we then rife with a freſh Memory, 
Wo, but in the evening we learn 1l], becauſe it 
"i 1s {tufted with all the Objects of the Day 
==>  palt. And to the end the curious Reader 
+ may not be {urprized that fo great a Phulo- 
FS {opher as 4-:/totle thould never light upon 
1 a true Anſwer, and which even thoſe of 
pt leſs Wit than himſelf ſometimes ind, and 
"6 torm better Arguments than his; he mult 
20 know that Plato not at all doubting bur. 
in te Graveſt Philoſophers do often as men 
i miſtake; 
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| miſtake, either .through Inadvertence, or 
| for want of Weighing, and being well 
| enough acquainted with all the Principles 
- contained in the Doctrin they teach, ad- 
| viſes ſuch as read his Works, to conſider 
them with great care, and not to rely too 
- much upon him, or on the good Opinion 
they have conceived of them ; To exam, 
ſays he, and cautiouſly weigh all his Words, 
and thoſe of the Philoſophers, and not to re- 
| ceive them before whey have made ſome Proof of 
\ them, no though they may ſeem the trueſt 11 
the World. Becauſe in effe&t it would bea 
great ſhame to me, that Nature havins- 
given me Eyes to See, and an Underſtand- 
ins to Dittinguiſth, yet I ſhould ask A4r:- 
ffotle, and theother Philoſophers, what are 
the Figures and Colours of things, and 
what Being and Nature they have. Open 
your Eyes (fays Plato) make uſe of your 
own Wit and Ability, and fear nothing ; 
tor the ſame He that made Ariſtotle, made 
you alſo ; and he who, formed fo great a 
Wit, may very well alſo torm a greater. 
"Tis nevertheleſs very Reaſonable ro have 
Excellent Authors in. great Veneration , 
tor the 'Abundance of thiggs they have 
taught us; but we ought to uſe ſore mo- 
deration, and not abtolutely ſtifle all the 
Wit we have; ſeeing thar the Scholars 
Knowledge confiſts not only. in GE 
TC 


144 The Tryalofanits. _ Chap. VIE 
the Maſter that taught him, but his.Under- 


| ſtanding ought rather to be fatished with, 
. and feed on the. Truth and Conformity of 
” oh the Doctrin. Accordingly Plato ſpeaking 
%. i _ to the Phylicians, and 1n their Name, to 


all thoſe who Pin themſelves: on their. 
Sleeves, and {wear to the Words of their 
Maſter, ſaid, 7hat Hippocrates was rot ab- 
ſolutely to be relied upon, bat when the Matter 
in diſpute agreed with Reaſon; and with our 
Sentiments. For in dogg otherwiſe we 
acquire no Science, but Humane Faith, 
which 1s quite contrary to the delire we 
have of Knowledge. Ari/totle ſays of true 
Science, We may believe that we know a thing, 
| = when we know the Cauſe of it, and how it is 
© the Cauſe of it, and that it cannot be other. | 
+ wiſe produced, Which we are 1gnorant 

of, when we have only Faith and a Pious 

Opinion of him that teaches us, But if 
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Wie” we will carry this Conſideration, yet fur- 
* ther, we (hall find, that Man has not only 
LW leave to Examine and bring to the Proof 
\i what Ariſtotle and Plato, and all the other 


Natural Philoſophers affirm ; but if the 
Philoſophers, and even the Angels them- 
ſelves, who know more than all the Phi- 
loſophers in the World, come to teach him 
any Doctrin whatever, he is dire&ted and 


1 "WF | | , £0 . ., 
_—_ commanded not to believe, without ha- 
ving betore-hand tried and known if the 

Doctrin 
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Chap. VIIT. The Tryaſ of wits. 
Doftrin be true or falſe, and without duly 


| oppoſing all the Difficulties, and Arguments 
| he can make and objett upon that. matter. 


"Twas therefore the Apoſtle conſidering that 
we are Without ceaſing encompaſſed with 
Devils ſeeking how they may deſtroy us, and 
our good Angels who guard and preſerve us; 
and that both the one and the other ſpeak to 
us, and ſhew us the things in their ſpiritual 
Language ; adviſes us not to give any aſſent 


to them, till we have Tried and Examined if 
they are good or evil Angels. Accordingly 


| ſaid he, My Brethren, believe not every Spirit, 


but try the Spirits, whether they are of God. 
What more certain and truer Embaſly, and 
of more Importance to Mankind was ever 
made in the World, than that of the Arch- 
Angel Gabriel to the Bleſſed Virgin? Yet ne- 
vertheleſs ſhe failed not tirſt to 'I'ry and Exa- 
mine it, and to oppoſe the {tronge!t Reaſons 
ihe could find upon that occaſion, and ſeeing, 
and believing that 1t was a. good Angel, and 
that 1t wasa good Salutation, ſhe ſpoke to it, 
Behold the Handmaid of the Lord, be it unto me 
according to thy Word, Which had ſhe done. 


' without this Precaution, ſhe had not per- 


torm'd her Duty. 

But to return to our Bulineſs, Plato.{ays; 

That he who will zot aſſent to what u« ſaid to him, 

vu7ht to diſprove t ; and he that cannot diſprove 

1, ought to aſſent. By which he gives us to 

underſtand, that there are two. ditterent None 
bk .- of 
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The Tryal of Wits. Chap. VIIL 
of Wits among Men of Learning ; ſome who 


are not able enough to diſprove, and thoſe he 


directs to afſent, although they be not fſatis- 
fed with the Author's Doctrin ; Others, who 
areable enoughto diſprove, whom he obliges 
to give a Reaſon for their Diflent. Since 
then the Anſwer Ari/to:le gave to the Pro- 
blem fatifies me not, Iam obliged by what I 


have now ſaid to give a Reaſon, why my 
_ Underſtanding will not admit 1t, and the 


reaſon 1s very clear, becauſe that if the Spe- 
cies and Figures whicharein the Memory had 
matter and quantity to poſſeſs place, it ſeems 
that his Anſwer would have been good ; but 
being Indivitible and Immateraal as they are, 
they can neither fill nor vacate the place where 
they are. Nay, we ſee by Experience, the . | 
more the Memory is exerciſed in receiving 
every day new Figures, the more capable ſhe 
is tO receivethem. According to my Doctrin, 
the An{wer to the Problem is very eaſfie ; for 
I ſhould chuſe to fay that Old Men have a 
g00d Underſtanding, becauſe they are very 
dry; and that they have no Memory, be- 
caute they have no moiſture. By which 
means the ſ{ub{tance.of their Brain is harden- 
ec, fo that they cannot receive the Impreſſion 
of Figures, neither more nor leſs than hard 
Wax receives with difficulty the Figure of 
the Seal; but that which 1s ſoft receives it 
ealily. Among Young People the contrary 
Happens, Who irom abundance of moiſture of 


_ the 
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| the Brain want Underſtanding, and have a 
coood Memory, becauſe of the ſweetneſs and 
| ſoftneſs of the ſame Brain, iri which by reaſon 
of the moiſture the Figures and Species from 
without make a good, firm, eafie, and deep 
Impreſſion. i, 
That the Memory 1s better and reader in 
the morning than evening, 15not to be denied, 
but not for the Reaſon Ari/torle gave but juſt 
| now. The night ſleep is the cauſe of it, that 
moiſtens and {trengthens the Brain, which 
by the waking of the whole day drys up and - uh 
hardens. Therefore * Hippocrates faid, They 'VI.Apboi i 
| that deſire to drink in the night, being very dry, if <om. ** uy pl 
they fleep upon it, it*is good; and that the UM 
drought goes off, becaule ſleep moiſtens the 
Body, and fortifies the Ruling Faculties of 
Man. But that {leep produces ſome effect, it 
tollows clearly trom this DoCtrin ; Ariſtotle ( 
himſelf conteffes, That the Underftanding 
and the Memory are oppoſite and contrary 
Faculties ; ſo that he who hath a great Me- 
mory, may want Underſtanding; and on the 
other hand, he who has a better Underſtand- 
| 10g, may not havea good Memory ; becauſe 
|| it is impoflible tor the Brain to be moiſt and 
| fry at che fame time in an intenſe degree. RG 
* | * 4ri/forle built upon this Maxim, to prove t Lib de 
. || that the Memory is a different Faculty from R<27% * 8 
Remembrance, and forms his Argument atter UP 
this manner. Such as have a great Remem- 28 
brance are Men of great Underitanding, and wm 
1:2 thoſe 
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The Tryal of (Wits. Chap. VIIT. 
thoſe who have a good Memory, want Un- 
derſtanding; the Memory and Remembrance 
then are two Contrary Powers. According 


to my DoQtrin the firſt Propoſition 1s. falſe, 


becaule they who have a great Remembrance 


want Underſtanding, but are Maſters of a 


large Invention, as I ſhall preſently prove : 


But the ſecond Propoſition 1s true, though 
Ariſtotle did not know the Reaſon upon which 


he grounded the Contrariety between the 


Underitanding and the Memory. 

The Imagination arifes from the Heat 
(which is the third Quality) becauſe as there 
remains 1n the Brain no other Rational Fa- 
culty, ſo have weno other Quality to aſcribe 
to it. For the Sciences appertaining to the 


Imagination, are the Exerciſe of them that | 


rave 1n their Sickneſs, and not the ſame with 
thoſe which belong to the Underſtanding and 
Memory. And fuppole that Phrenſy, Mad- 
neſs, and Melancholy, are the over-heated 
Paſſions of the Brain, we may thence draw 
a {trong Proof, that the Imagination conſiſts 
in Heat. 'Ihere is but one thing in which 1 
find {ome difficulty, which 1s, that the Ima- 
g1nation 1s contrary to the Underſtanding, 
and to the Memory alſo; and the reaſon 15 
not Cleared by Experience, becauſe great heat 
and drineis may well enough meet in the 
Bram inan intenſe degree, and 1{o may great 
hat and moiſfure ; infomuch, that a Man 
may g4v2a good Underitandiag with a great 

Inven- 
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Invention, agd a happy PAnory with a vaſt 
Invention; and yet nevertheleſs 1t 1s a won- 
der to find one of a great Invention, who 
has neither a good Underſtanding nor a good 
Memory. - The reaſon of which 1s, that the 
Underſtanding requires that the Brain be 
compoſed of very ſubtle and delicate Parts, as 
we have elſewhere proved from * Galez, and 
that a great Heat diſcuſſes and conſumes the 
more delicate Parts, leaving behind thoſe that 
are more groſs and earthy. And tor theſame 
reaſon a good Invention cannot be coupled 
with a great Memory, becaule the exceſſive 


Heat diſſolves the moiſture of the Brain, lea- 


ving it hard and dry; by which means it. 


cannot {ſo eaſily receive the Figures. 

So that there. remain no more than three 
principal Differences of Wit to be found in 
Man, becauſe there appear but three Pri- 
mary Qualities, whence they can proceed. 
But under theſe three General Differences are 
contained many other Particular Ditterences, 
by reaſon of the ſeveral Degrees, Heat, Moi- 
{ture, and Drineſs may have: Yet 1s 1t not 
preciſely true, that from every Degree ofthele 
threeQualities reſults a different Wit, becauſe 
the Drineſs, Heat and Moiſture, may exceed 
to ſuch a degree as the whole Rational 
Faculty may be Renverſed; according to that 


Of Gale, Every Exceſs of Temperament dif OLVES + Lib. 1 i 


the Powers. A thing moſt ſure ; for altho? A on 


the Underſtanding be advantaged by Dri- 
L3 nels ; 
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neſs; yet nevertheleſs it may be in ſuch Ex- 
cels, asto incommode its Operations. Whith 
4*Lib.Quod neither * Galez nor the Antient Philoſophers 
 animi m0- allow of; for they, on the contrary, aſſure 


us, That if Old-mens Brains were not over- 


_ cold, they would neyer decay, though they 


were dry even in the fourth Degree. But in 
this there is no reaſon, as appears by what we 
ſhall prove from the Imagination, for though 
its Operations are performed by means of 
Heat, as foon as it 1s paſt the third Degree, 
that Faculty forthwith begins to decay, and 
the ſame equally happens tothe Memory from 
too great a Moiſture: 

Now I cannot fay in particular how many 


Differences of Wit ariſe by reaſon of the in- 


tenſe Degrees of each of theſe three Qualities; 
but T muſt firſt deduce, and recount all the 
Operations of the Underſtanding, Imagina- 
tion, and Memory ; then among{t ſa many, 


you are to know there are three principal 


Actions of the Underſtanding : "The Firſt 1s, 
to Diſcourſe; the Second, to Diſffngutſh; 
and the Third, to Chuſe. And theſe Con- 
{titute the three Differences of the Under- 
ſtanding ; the Memory 1s likewiſe divided 
into three other, into that which readily re- 
ceives, and as ſoon loſes; that which difh- 
cultly receives, but long retains; and that 

which eaſily receives, and is long a loſing. 
The Imagination comprehends many more 
for it has three of them, accord- 
oa 


Chap. VITI. UThe Tryal of Wifs, 15: 
ingly as the Underſtanding and the Memory, 

and from each Degree ariſes three others. 

We will hereafter ſpeak more diſtinctly of 
them, where we ſhall aſſign to each the Sci- 

ence that Anſwers it in particular. 

But he that would conſider the three other 
Differences of Wit,. ſhall find, that there are 
certain Abilities amongft thoſe that Study ; 
ſome of which naturally diſpoſe them to the 
clear and eaſie Speculation of the '! Bu 
Art they learn; but when they , 9/:5/* 1wo Differences MY hl 


of W:r Ariſtotle (p2aks © ME 
P roceed ro the Subtle and Obſcure, | n s He ys he (4 1% 


It 15 in vain for the Maſter to break 8B, :ha: of kimſef com- ; 
his Brains to teach them, either to 4) WL! 
; endeavour to make them conceive who follows him that is © MAE 
chem by proper Examples; or 92m 0c0.1.7 
that they themſelves {hould ſtrive Anima. "HE # 
to form an Idea of them 1n their 

Imaginations; for they have no Capacity for 
them. In this Rank are all the half-Wirred 
In all Sciences whatever, who being Exa- 
mined in the obvious Points of their Art, an- 
{wer all they underſtand of it ; but being put 
to the very delicate and {ubtil Part, utter a 
thoufand Abſurdities. There are other Wits 
whuch riſe a ſtep higher ; for they are docile, 
and readily receive the Impreſſion of all the 
Rules and Conſiderations of the Art, clear, 
obſcure, eaſy and difficult ; but the DoArin, 
the Arguments, the Anſwers, the Doubts, 
and the Diſtin&ions, all theſe coſt them a 
great deal of trouble and pains; theſe have 
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The Tryal of Wits. Chap. VIII. 
need to learn the Science from able Maſters, 
who know a great deal, to have abundance 
of Books, and be afſiduous in Study, for the 
leſs they read and labour, ſtill the leſs they 
know. Of theſe the noted Saying of Ariſtotle 
may be verified; Our Underſtanding reſem- 
bles a vlank Table-Book, wherein nothing is writ- 
ten; becauſe whatever they know or learn, 
they muſt take 1t from another, and beyond 


that, have no Invention of their own. In the 


third Degree, Nature makes ſome Wits ſo 
periect, as they are inno want of any Maſter 
to direct them to Reaſon ; for from any Re- 
mark the Maiter ſhall ſhghtly have dropt, 


* they raiic itrait a thouſand Conſiderations of 


their own, and without telling them any 
thing; are wholly {urprized to find their 
Mouths 1o full of Science and Knowledge. 
Theſe Wits deceived Plato, and made him 
ſay, Thar all our Knowledge 1s but a certain 


Galen afi-ms the Ip- 
wenrion of Ars and Wri- 
*Ing of Books 2s obrained 
by the Und, »/f andingy Or 
Ye Memory, or the Ima- 
ination; trmerejore he char 
rates, that we may ve- 
2in many things in bis 
Memory, fhoula {7 ror bing 
new. Lib. I. 6c Othcio 
Medic. Comp. IV." 


kind of Remembrance *.upon hear- 
ing them {peak and fay ſuch things 
as never entered into the Thought 
of Man, . To theſe alone and no 
others.1t may be allow*d to. write 
Books ; tor the Order to be ob- 
{erved, to the end. that Sciences 
may daily receive. Advaneement 
and greater Perfection, 15 to ſuper- 


add new Inventions, of thoſe now living, to 
what the Ancients have left written in their 


*k 


Books. For 1: each :n his time would dothus, 


all 
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21l the Arts would improve, and the Men that 
are yet unborn, would enjoy the Labours and 
Inventions of thoſe that lived before them. 
The Commonwealth ſhould give FE 
no allowance to the other who _ 7- Dillon of Wit | 
want Invention to write Books, .;,;;,. wherefrerho try. | 
and come out in Print ; for all that &«er/ffanding wghr to abide | 
they give us, are but bare Repe- 2 oe eb beeſua 
titions of what 1s to be found in and dectared. | 
grave Authors before. And while 
they play the Plagiartes, ſtealing from one, 
and the other ; there 15 no Man now compo- 
ſes a 'Work of his Own. The Inventive 
Wits are termed in the Tzſcay Tongue Capri- 
tious, for the reſemblance they bear to a Goar. 

| Who takes no pleaſure in the open and eaſy 
8 Plains, but loves to Caper along rhe Hill-tops, 
and upon the Points of Precipices, not caring 
| for the beaten Road, or the Company ofthe 
Herd. Of thefame Nature is the Rational 
Soul that meets a well Organiz'd and Tem- 
per'd Brain, as 15 never” bounded with any 
Speculation, ever aſpiring and daily looking 
out to diſcover things new and elevate. Of mY 
tus ſort of Souls, that of * Hippocrates 1s to be . yy, Foid. |. 
underftood, The Thought of Man is the Work Vv. Com. |} 
of the Soul, For we find other Men, who *L 
never go beyond one Speculation, imagining 
there 15 nothing more in the World to know. 
| Theſe have a Sheep-like Quality, who never 

quit the Ram's Walk, not daring to wander 
uw Geert and untrac'd Ways, but only where 
OT a 8 | the 
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This Difference of Wit 
#5 very agreeable to D:vi- 
nity, which only ought to 
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the beaten Path goes along with them, and 
yet go not at all if ſome geesnot before them, 
Theſe two differences of Wit are 
very ordinary amongſt Men of 
Letters; ſome there are who are 


follow the Divine Autho- Elevated, and above the common 


/ rity declared by the Holy 
Fr Councils and the Sacred 


* D3czors. 


Level, judging and treating of 
things1n a very particular manner, 
and are tree to give their Opinion 
without following any Man. There are 0- 
thers, whoare Reſerved, Humble, Peaceable, 
and Diſtruſtful of themſelves, ſtickmg cloſe 
to the Opinion of ſome Grave Authors, whom 
they follow, whoſe Words and Opinions paſs 
with them forcertain Demonſtrations,eſteem- 
mg whatever agrees not with them to be a 
Paradox, anda Lye. . 

Theſe two Diffterences of Wit are of great 
advantage when united, for the ſame reaſon 
that 1n a'great Flock of Sheep, the Shepherds 
are uſed to prick a dozen Goats to egg them 
on in the ſearch of freſh and new Paſtures: 
Even 1o 1t 1s no leſs requifite in Humane 
Learning, there ſhould be ſome of theſe Capri- 
cious Wits to diſcover to {low and Sheep-like 
Underſtandings new Secrets of Nature, and 
raile them to unheard-of Speculations, to Ex- 
crcile themſelves 1n ; tor atter this manner the 
Arts would improve, and Men become more 


1 - t-, 2 \7 | | 
| _og. «owing every day, 


* 


CHAP, 


Chap. IX. The Tryal of Wits. 
CHAP. 1X. 
Some Doubts and Arguments againſ# the 


DoGrin of the laſt Chapter, with their 
Anſwers. : 


\ 


NE of the Reaſons why the Wiſdom 
of Socrates has been {o Celebrated even 
to this day, was, That after he had been pro- 
nounced by the Oracle of Apollo the Wieſt 
Man in the World, he ſpoke thus : This ozly 

T know, that I kuow nothing. All who heard 
or read this Saying, were of Opinion, that it 
was his, becauſe Socrates was an humble 
Man, who deſpiſed the things of this World, 
and in reſpect of Divine things counted them 
nothing. But they were deceived in effect, 
for not one of the Antient Philoſophers was 
endued with that Virtue of Humility, nor ſo 
much as knew what it was, till the Comin 
of our Lord, who taught 1t us. es. 

_ All.that Socrates intended thereby, was, 
the little certainty there is in Human Sciences, 
and how far the Knowledge of Philoſophy is 
n whatever it pretends, from any SatisfaQti- 
on or Aſſurance; ſince 1t 1s found by Experi- 
ence, that all is full of Doubts and Diſputes ; 
and that they cannot give their Sentiment in 
any one thing whatever, without fear of be- 
ing Contradicted ; to which purpoſe is that 
| EE I .-- 
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1 = all therr foreſight uncertain. But he that 
>, - has the true Knowledge of things, may be 
"7 ſettled and at eaſe, without Fear or Doubt 

4, of being deceived, and the Philoſopher that 
is not ſo, may truly, and without the leaſt 
Fap diffimulation aſſert, that he knows nothing. 

Galez made the ſamt Reflection, when he 

111. aid, * Science is a fort of Knowledge, conpruons, 

eroduc, c, /ertled, and never wide of Reaſon : Not to be 
\V. found among the Philoſophers, eſpecially when 

Le they ſearch into the Nature of things, and yet 
much leſs in the Art of Phyſic ; and to jay all in 

Pr word, it is unknown to Mey. According ro 

this the true Knowledge of things 1s placed 
out of our reach, Man only having a kind of 

Opinion, which: holds him wavering and in 

{uſpence, whether what he affirms be true or 
no. But what Galez obſerv'd more parti- 
cularly in this, was, that Philoſophy and 
 Phylic are of all Sciences in uſe among Men 
. the molt uncertain ; And if this be true, what 
{hall we fay to the Philoſophy here handled, 
in which the Underſtanding makes an Anato- 
my ot things, ſo obſcure, as are the Powers 
and Faculties of the Rational Soul ? In which 
Matter, fo many Doubts and Difficulties of- 
HER ter themſelves, that there is nothing upon 
K -/ Which one may fafely rely or depend. One 
E ot whuch is, that we have given to the Un- 
der{tanding for an Inſtrument wherewith to 
Act, the Brain with Drineſs , LITI0e. {aid 
Z - cares 


edi 


Saying, The Thoughts of Men are full of fear, 
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thereupon, that the reaſon why Men have 
Brains organiz'd much after the ſame man- 
' neras Brute Beaſts, was, becauſe the Under- 
ſtanding (by which Man much excels other 
Animals) was a Faculty which wanted not 
Corporeal Organs, and ſo Nature wiſely pro- 
vided no particular Inſtrument for it, in the 
Brain of Man. Whuch Ar:forle proved clear- 
ly, when he ſaid, That it belong'd to this 
Faculty to know and underſtand. Beſides, 
the Reaſons on which A4r:/fotle inſiſted, to 
prove that the Underſtanding was not an 
- Organic Faculty, are of ſuch force, that it 
cannot well be otherwiſe concluded ; becauſe 
to this Faculty belongs to know and under- 
itand the Nature and Being of all the material 
things in the World ; infomuch, as uf it were 
united with any Corporeal thing, that very 
thing would hinder the Knowledge of all 
others; as we fee 1n the exterior Senſes; that 
it the Tatte be bitter, whatever the Tongue 
touches has the ſame favour ; and it the Cri- 
ſtaln-Humour be green or yellow, the Eye 


® 


judges whatever it ſees to be of the ſame Co- 
lour ; and the Cauſe of it is, that Inward Tin- 
Cures bar the entrance of Objects from without. 
Ariftotle ſaid alfo, that if the Underitanding 
were united to any Corporeal Inſtrument, it 
would be ſuſceptible of a material Quality, 
becauſe that which is united to it, be it hot 
or cold, muſt neceſſarily have Communicati- 
on with heat or cold. But to fay the Un- 

__ deritanding 


ls 
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derſtanding is hot, cold, moiſt, or dry , is a 
Propoſition abominable to the Ears of any 
Natural Philoſopher. 

The other principal Difficulty 1s, That A- 


riſftotle, and all the Peripatitics, have eſtabliſh- 


ed two other Powers beſides the Underitand- 
ing, Imagination, and Memory ; whuch are 
the Remembrance and the Common Senſe ; 
in purſuance of this Rule. The Faculties are 
diſcerned by their Aits, They find belides the 
Operations of the Underſtanding, Imagina- 
tion, and Memory, there are two others very 
different; the Wit of Man then ariſes. from 
Five Faculties, and not from three alone, 
as we have already proved. 

We have alſo ſaid in the foregoing Chap- 
ter, following Gale's Opinion, that the Me- 
mory does nought elſe in the Brain but bare- 
iy preſerve the Figures and Species of things, 


even as a Cofter keeps Clothes and whatever: 


ele 1s laid up in it. And if by this Compa- 
rifon we may come to underſtand the Office 
of this Faculty, there will be {till need to find 
4 Rational Faculty to draw and fetch out the 
Figures from rhe Memory, and repreſent 
thicm to the Underitandins, even as it is 00 
ics than neceſſary tor ſome hand to open the 
Colter, to take out thence what was laid up 
therein. Moreover we have faid, that the 
Underſtanding and Memory were two con- 
trary Powers, and that one deſtroyed the 
other ; becauſe one required much Drinels ; 


and 


| 
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and the other, much Moiſture and Softneſs 
of Brain. But if that be true, how came 
Plato and * Ariſtotle to affirm, That Men of 1; 1. 
| a ſoft Fleſh hed a great deal of Underſtand- deanima. 
ing, ſince ſoftneſs 1s an effect of moiſture ? 
We have alſo granted, "That to have a good 
Memory the Brain mult be ſoft, inaſmuch as 
the Figures mult be ſtamped thereon, to make 
an Impreſſion , and if it were hard, they 
could not be {o well imprinted. True it is, 
that to receive the Figures eafily, 1t 15 neceſ- 
fary the Brain ſhould be ſoft, but to preſerve 
the Species long, all the Philoſophers aſſert, 
that hardneſs and drineſs are no leſs neceſſa- 
ry; as it appears 1n things from without ; for 
an impreffion 1n a {oft Matter ſoon wears out; 
| but 15 never utterly eftac'd, if made on a dry 
and hard Body. Accordingly we ſee many learn 
ally by Heart, what they as ſoon after for- + blu Þ 
get, Of which + Galez giving the Reaſon, + Lib. Art. 
affirms, That ſuch from the abundance of 4g wo 
Moiſture have a fluid and no ſolid Subſtance = 
n the Brain, which occaſions the Figure to 
wear out as ſoon as it would do, {hould 
any pretend to Grave on Water. Oa the 
contrary, the other difficultly take any thlog, 
but never loſe what they have once learned. 
Wherefore it ſeems impoſſible to have that 
Difterence of Memory we have ſpoke of, to 
learn readily and to retain lons. 

'Tis alſo no leſs difficult to underſtand how 
{0 many Figures can be COTS COUT = 

E 
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the Brain, without one effacing the other; and 
thatthe ſame thing fallsnot outas weſee in ſoft 
Wax, on wluchit one imprints ſeveral Seals of 
different Forms,fome w41ll force out the others, 
there remaining only behind a promiſcuous 


Confuſion of Figures. And what affords no 


leſs pain and difficulty, 15; to know whence 
it ariſes, that the Memory by conſtant Ex- 
erciſe is made more capable to receive the Fi- 
gures ; ſince 1t 15 certain, that the Exerciſe 
not only of the Body, but even of the Mind, 
dries and conſumes the Fleſh = =. _._ .. 

_ It 1s alfo as. difficult to diſcern how the 
Imagination 1s contrary to the Underitand- 
ing, if there appear no other reaſon more 
preſſing than to fay.the {ubtil Parts of. the 
Brain . are reſolved and diſcuſſed by much 
Heat, and that there remain behind the 
grofſett and moſt earthy, {ince Melancholy 
1s allow*'d to be one of the grofleſt and 


earthieſt Humors of the Body. Yet Ariſtotle 


ſaid, "That the Underſtanding received more 
Advantage from that, than from any other : 
The difficulty ſeems yet greater, when we 
come to conſider, that Melancholy is a grofs, 
cold, and dry Humor; and that Choler is ot 
a_delicate Subſtance, and of a hot and dry 
Temperament. - 'This appears repugnant to 
Reaſon, becauſe this lait Humor promotes 
the Underſtanding by means of two Qualities, 
and. is contrary only-to one, which is Heat: 
And Melincholy: favours it by Drineſs alone, 
an 
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and nothing elſe, being contrary to it, botli 
jn the ASE and erolfnes of the Subſtance; 
which is what the Underſtanding mot of all 
abhors: For which reaſon * Galex aſſigned 
more Wit and Prudence to Choler than Mes - 
lancholy. [Dexterity and Prudezce art owing to c 
Choler, but the Melancholy Flumoar is the cauſe 

of Integrity and Conſtancy. = 

Laftly it is demanded, - Whenite it comes; 
that the Application to Study and Afſiduous 
Speculation renders many knowing and wile, 
who at the beginning wanted the good Nas 
tural Qualities we have mentioned, and yet 
nevertheleſs by the force of Intention of Mind; 
they have attained the Knowledge of many 
Truths, of which before they were ignorant 
when it appears they had not the requiſite 
Temperament to atrive at it ; for if they had 
had it, they needednotto have takenſo mucti 
pains. : 

All theſe Difficulties, and many more, are 
Oppoſite to the DoQtrin laid down 1n the laſt 
Chapter, becauſe in effteQ Natural Phulo- 
| lophy has no ſuch certain Principles to pro- 


* Lib. [' 
e nature 


ceed by as the Mathematics, in which a Phy- 


lician and Philoſopher (who is alſo a Marhe- 
matician) may always give ſomeDemanltta- 
tions; but in coming to Cure : Diſeaſes ac- 
cording to the Rules of Phyſic, he will com- 
| Mit therein many Errors, not always through. . 
tis own faulr, (ſince in the Mathematics he 
may be always ſure) but becauſe gf the Uncer= 
MT. oY tainty 
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tainty of his Art, Which made * Ari/torle 
ſay, The Phyſician who uſes all the Diligence re- 
quired by his Art, though he does not always Care 

the Patient, yet he ought not to be eſteemed Un- 
Skilfal in his Profeſſion, But it the ſame man 
ſhould commit the leaſt Error in the Mathe- 
matics, he would be without Excuſe, becauſe 
if they employ what care they ought in this 
Science, it is impoflible to fail of being cer- 
tain. So that ſince there is no Demonſtration 
t0 be given of our Doctrin, all the fault is not 
to be attributed to Defect of Skill, nor is it 
to be inferred from thence that what we have 


ies is Galke. 


_ To the firſt and rain Doubt we Anſwer, 
that 1t muſt be confider'd there are two ſorts 
of Underſtanding in man, one of which is the 
Power in the Rational Soul, and that is as 
incorruptible as the Rational Soul it ſelf, with- 


out depending in the leaſt upon the Body or 


its material Organs, either tor its Being, or - 
Preſervation ; and Ari/totle's Arguments have 


only place, with regard to this Power. The 


other fort of Underitanding is all that, which 
appears neceſflary in the Brain of man, to the 
end he may underitand as he ought : *Tis in 
this Senſe we ute to ſay Peter has a better 
Underſtanding than Job, which cannot be 


| taken for the Power lodged in the Soul, be- 
- cauſe it 15 of equal Perfection in all, but ra- 


ther for ſome of the organic Powers, which 


the Underſtanding makes uſe of in its Atts; 


{ome 
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ſome of which it performs well, and others 
11; notat all through its own fault, but be- 
cauſe the Powers it makes uſe of in ſome find 
oo00d Organs, and 1n others ili. Which is to 
be underſtood in no other manner, ſince we 
find by Experience, not only that ſome men 
Reaſon betterthan others; but even that the 
{ame Perſon Reaſons and Diſcourſes well at 
one Age, and ill at another, as we have al- 
ready prov'd. Nay, there are ſome who 
loſe their Judgritent, even as others recovet 


it, from certain Diſtempers of the Brain. 


Which is particularly feen in the Heftic Fever 
better than in any other ; tor when that once 


begins toreach the Brain,the Sick Perſon begins 
alſo to Speak and Reaſon more Eloquently 


and Judictoully than he uſed, and how much 
the deeper that Evil gets Root, ſo much the 
more excellent are the Operations of the Un- 
derſtanding ; which was not confider'd by 
{ome of the Antient Phyliciahs, though this 
Knowledge be of ſo great importance 1n the 
frſt Appearance of the Diſeaſe when the Cure 
is eaſy. — 7-7 

But what theſe organic Powers are, of 
which the Underſtanding makes ule in its O- 


perations, has not yet been reſolv'd or de-_ 


termin'd, ſeeing the Natural Phuloſophers 
ſay, that if one man Reaſons better than ano- 
ther, it comes from the Underſtanding's be- 
ng an Organic Power, and better dilpos'd in 
one than anorher, and not for any other 

| M 2 Reaſon, 
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Reaſon. For all Rational Souls and their 
Capacities (when EPEen from their Bo- 
dies) are of equal PerteQtion and Knowledge. 
Thoſe that follow the DoQrin of Ariſtotle, 
ſeeing by Experience that ſome Reaſon better 
than others, have found out a ſeeming Co- 
four, ſaying, That 1t one Man Reaſons better 
than another, it comes not from the Under- 
ſtanding's being an organic Power, nor from 
the Brain's being better diſpoſed in one than in 
the other, but becauſe the Underſtanding, fo 
long as the Rational Soul is in the Body, has 
occaſion for theſe Figures and Species which 

_ arein the Imagination and Memory ; in de- 
fect of which, the Underſtanding happens to 
Diſcourſe 1], though not through its own 
Fault, or by being joined to 1ll Organiz'd 
Matter. But this Anſwgr contradicts the 

* Lib. de fame * Ariſtotle's Dottrin, who proves that 
_— the Underſtanding is better, as the Memory 
ſentia. 15 Worſe; and on the other hand, the, more 
the Memory advances and riſestoa point, the 
more the Underſtanding, tails and declines ; 
which we have already prov'd in the Imagji- 
nation. In purſuance of this, Ariſtotle de- 
mands, Why the Old have fo bad a Memory, 
with ſo good an Underſtanding ;- and the 

Young a good Memory, with a bad Under- - 
ſtanding © Experience turniſhes us with an 
Inſtance obſerv*'d allo by Galez, that when 
the Temperament and good Diſpoſition of the 
Brain are deltroy'd by Sickneſs, we often my 
7 tc 
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the uſe of the Operations of the Underſtand- 
ing, While thoſe of the Memory and Imagt- 
nation remain unimpai”d ; which could never 
be, if the Underſtanding had not a particular 
Inſtrument by its ſelf, diſtinct from that of 
the other Powers, . What I ſhall Anſwer to 
this, is, That when the Brain 1s obſerved ta 
be moiſter than it ſhould, the eaſineis to re= 
ceive and retain in the Memory 1wmproves ; 
but when-the Repreſentation of the Species is 
not ſo vivid, nor fo good, it 1s better effected 
without compariſon with Drineſs, which 1s 
light and clear, than with Moiſture, which 
is dark and troubled ; infomuch, that the 
Underſtanding fails in its Operations, fromthe 
Clouds and Obſcurity of the Species. Quite 
contrary, thoſe who are of a dry Brain, have 
not a. Memory that receives and retains well ; 
but in recompence hereof they are provided 
withan Imagination whuch helps them to ſee 
clearly the Figures,becauſe of the Light which 
ined ri Drineſs, and it 1s that of which 
the Underſtanding has mdfſt need, according 
to Heraclitis"s Saying, The ary light makes the 
Soul wiſe, What darkneſs, and what mutts, 
moiſture ſpreads over the Objects, and what 
i!ght, drinefs brings along with it, may be 
eaſily obſerved in the N ihr, when the South 
or. North Winds blow : The fir!t renders the 
Stars dark and overcaſt, and the other bright 
and clear. The fame thing falls cut with re- 
ard to the Figures and Species in the Me- 
M $ : ; INOTY, 


without any neceſſity of its bein 
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mory, inſomuch that it is not to be admired, 
that the Underſtanding ſometimes blunders, 
and ſometimes hits right, according as theſe 


Species and Figures which it makes "uſe of in 


Speculation, prove either clear or obſcure, 
o ther cfore a 


Facuiry tied to its Organs, or ofany defe&t to 
be imputed to it. 

Some Natural Philoſophers have eva. 
ed, that the Incorruptibility of the Heavens, 
their Clearneſs and Tranſparency, as well as 
the ſparkling of the Stars, was owing to the 
great Drineſs of their Compoſition. 3Tis for 
the {ame caule Old men Reaſon fo well, and 
Sleep 10111 ; becauſe, ſay I, of the great Dri- 


' neſs of their Brain, which is in a manner clear 
and tranſparent, and the Speciesand Figures 


as ſparkling as the Stars. And as Drinels har- 
dens the ſubſtance of the Brain, from thence 
comes 1t, that they learn fo il by Heart : On 
the contrary, Children have a good Memory, - 
Sleep well, and Reaſon 11], becauſe of the 
oreat moiſturt e of the Brain, which rendets it 
toft, dark, jull of Vapours, Clouds, Obſcu- 

rities, and the Species troubled and unclear, 
Which pretentins 1n that Condition to the Un- 
derſtanding, make ir commit Errors, through 
the Detects of the Object, rather than its 
own. In this conlifts the diſtculty found by 
Ariſtotle, In joining a good Underſtanding 
Wit a great Memor y, and not from the Me- 
mOory's be; DS CONtrary £0 the Underſtanding, 
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For if we conſider well, we ſhall find, there 
is no Faculty ſubſervient to ſo many Opera- 
tions of the Underſtanding, as is the Memo- 
ry; for ſo long asthat has not ſomething that 
keeps it employ'd, in repreſenting the Figures 
and Species, this cannot reaſon after the man- 
ner of the World ; infomuch that tor want of 
having wherewith to buſie it ſelf, the Man 
remains imperfect and a very Blockhead, 
*Tis even as Galez reports, That 1n a certain 
Plague that happen'd in Aſa, the men there 
loſt thew Memory to that Degree, as they 
forgot even their awn Names; many forgot 
alſo what they had Learn'd in the Arts and 
Sciences ; infomuch, as they were obliged to 
Study | them again, asSif they had never Jearn'd 
them at all. Some others allo forgot their 
Language, remaining like Brute Beats, with- 
out being able either to Speak, or Reaſon 
in any wiſe, for want of Memory. It was 
upon thus occaſion, {aid Plato, that the An- 
tients raiſed Tem oles and Altars to Memory, 
adoring her as the Goddels of the Sciences ; 
for {o he ſpeaks : But beſides the Gods thou haſt 
brought me, there maſt be other's alſo iavokd, 
and eſpecially Memory, which grves the chief weight 
and Ornament tg our Dyſcourſe, to the end that 
we may publickly acquit our ſelves well of our 
Charge. . In which he had great Reaſon ; for 
a Man knows nothow many things the ſame 
Faculty has in fore for him, it being nQ leſs 


than the Treaſury of the Sciences. Now as 
M 4 we 
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we ſhall elſewhere prove, when the Brain is 
well Temper'd, and no Quality exceeds the 
others, a Man has at: the ſame time a good 
Underſtanding with a great Memory ; which 
could not fall out, if Tele two Faculties were 
exact Contraries. | 

One may Anſwer to the ſecond' Argument, 
'T hat not all difference of Actions ſhew a di- 

 veplity of Powers; for, as we ſhall prove 

| hereafter , the Tmagination performs ſuch 
ſtrange AGions, that if this Maxim were 
true, which the Vulgar Philoſophers receive, 
and to be Interpreted as they interpret it, 
there would be more than ten. or twelve ſe- 
veral Powers in the Brain. But becauſe all 
theſe Actions agree in one kind, they denote 
but one Imagination, which afterward 1s dt- 
vided into ſeveral particular Differences, be- 
cauſe of the Diverſity of A&tions 1t performs. 
Tocompoſe the Species in the preſence or ab- 
ſence of the Obje&s, not only does not con- . 
clude that there are ſome different generical 
Powers, as are the Common Senſe and the 

E Imagination, but alſo that the fame are no 


* 
- 


particular Faculties, 
To the third Objettion it may be Anſwer- 
ed, T hat the Memary may be under two Con- 
| ſiderations. The one, as a Faculty that has 
its ſubject in the Rational Soul; and theother, 
as it regards a Corporeal Organ, which Na- 
rure has framed for it in the Brain: For the 


"0 - trſt, it bejiongs not to the Juriſdiction of Na- 
TY EMT . - 3 tural 
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rural Philoſophy, but to the Metaphyfician, 
from whom we ' ought to learn what 1t 15. 
For the ſecond, it is a thing ſadifficult ra con- 
ceive, after what manner one man is furmiſh- 
ed with a great Memory, and another has- 
none at all, and what Inſtruments Nature has 
made in our Head, to make us recollect what 
is paſt, that Natural Philoſophy 1s driven to - 
- inventand fearchout for ſome Inſtances more- 
proper to make it underſtood, which are not 
true and certain, Plato willing to teach us 
how it came to paſs that one man had a great 
Memory, and another * but a little one, and 
how one remembred what was paſt clearly 
_ anddiſtinely, and the other confuſedly, found 
| two Examples very pertinent, by ſuppoſing 
a thing thatis not.” Let us feign, ſaid he, to 
ſerve us for an Inſtance, that Nature had put 
into mensSouls a piece of Wax, in onegreater, 
in the other leſs; in one purer and finer Wax, 
and in the other more courſe and drofly ; in 
one harder, and difficulter to penetrate, and 
the other plianter, ſofter, and more dutQtle ; 
and that the Sight, Hearing, and other Senſes, - 
were imprinted with a Seal, 'being no other 
than the Figure of whatghey had receiv'd and : 
reported, ' After this rate, thoſe who had a' 
great deal of Wax, would have a large Mex. 
mory, becaufe they had a great Field toſow : 
it in. Thoſe who had bur a little Wax, would + 
have a ſmall Memory, for the ſame Reaſon. 
Thoſe who had the Wax foul, unpurged and 
DTT * ®drolly, 
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droſſy, would form confuſed, and il|-mark'd 
Ideas. Thoſe who had the hard, would have 
trouble wo'learn by Heart, becauſe that kind 
of Wax difhicultly receives the Figures, They 
who have ſoft and tender, will have a great 
Memory, will ealily learn, and retain by Heart 
j all they kgow. After all this, it 1s certain, 
: that P/azo did not in good earnelt beligve, 
that when Nature formed us, ſhe put in our 

Souls any ſuch pieces of Wax - nor that man's 
Memory was made of any ſuch matter ; but 

it was only an Inſtance of a thing teigned, 

and accommodated to the rudeneſs of our Ca- 

pacity: And not content with this Example, 

he ſought out another, affordingno leſs means 
to underſtand what he meant ; whuch 1s, of 

the Writer and the Paper ; for as the Writer 

ſets down in Paper thoſe things he would not 

forget, and reviſes them after he has put them 

in Writing ; in the ſame manner it muſt be 
underſtood, that the Imagmation imprints in. 

the Memory the Figures of things, which the 

Senſes and the Underſtanding have been ac- 

quainted with, as well as thoſe others, which 

the bÞr {el invents; and when 1t would re- 

collect them, Arz/totle has faid , it returns 

to review and revAve. Plato made uſe of 

this Compariſon, when he declared, that um 

Ez  Apprehenſion of the tailing of his Memory 
P in his Old Age, he was diligent in ſub- 
4 {tiruting another of Paper ( which was his 
Books) that he might not loſe his TW” 

ut 
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but upon each Review, it might a-new be 
repreſented to him ; the Imagination does no 
more, as often as it imprints in the Memory, 


and reads 1t over again, whenever it 1s to re= PF 

colle& it ſelf. * Ariſtotle was the firſt that 3 TN 

broach'd this Opinion, and + Galez the next, + Lib. 11. © 

who ſpoke atter this manner. For the Part of de mor 2 þ 

the Soul that Imagins, which ever it ts, it ſeems —— Q 
to be the very ſame that Remembers. And this 
appears plainly, in that the things which we 
Imagin with much intention of mind, fink 
deeper into the Memory, and thoſe of which 
we think but ſlightly, are ſoon forgot. And 
as the Writer, when he has writ a fair Letter, 
reads it eaſily, and without miſtake ; even 
{o1t fairs withthe Imaginatiop ; for if it ſtamp 

them with force, the Figures remain well 

imprinted and mark*d in the Brain, otherwiſe 
they are hard to be diſtinguiſhed. The fame 
alſo befalls old Writings, of which, part re- 
mains ſound and freſh, and part worn out by 
Time, which cannot well be read, unleſs the 
Detects are ſuppued by Gueſs: The Imagi- 
nation preciſely takes the ſame Courſe, when 
lome Figures are eftaced in the Memory, and 
others retauy'd, - Whence {ſprang Ar:ſtotle's 
| Error, who tor no other reaſon believ'd that 
_ Remembrance was a difterent Power from 
Memory. Beſides which, he ſaid, thatthoſe 
who have a great Remembrance, have a 
coed Underftanding, which 1s equally falſe; 
becauſe the Imagination, whencethe Remem- 
brance 
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brance proceeds, 1s contrary to the Under. 
ftanding. For to fix things in the Memory, 
and toremember them after they are known, 
1s an Act of the Imagination; even as Wri- 


ting any thing, and reading it afterwards, is 


an AG of the Writer, and not of the Paper. 
According to which, the Memory 1s a Paſſive, 
and not an Aftive Power, as the Blank-Paper 
1s no more than a Capacity for one to Write 
ON. 

The fourth Doubt may be thus ſolv'd, 
That it importsnothing toa Man's Wit, whe- 
ther the Fleſh be hard, or delicate and ſoft, 
1t the Brain enjoy not alſo the ſame quality ; 
tor that we obſerve very often poſſeſſes a 
Temperament diſtin&} from that.of all other 
Parts of the Body. Nay, even when the 
Fleſh, and the Brain accord, in being both 
alike tender and ſoft, it 15 a bad Indication for 
the Underitanding, and no lefs for the Tma- 


gination. Beit as it will, if we conſider the 


Fleſh of Women, and Children, we ſhall 


| tind, thar it 1s ſofter and more tender than 


Men's, yet nevertheleſs Men are for the moſt 


part of a better Wit than Women. « Fhe 


Natural Reaſon of which, 'is, That the Hu- 
mours that make the Fleſh ſoft are Phleom 


and Blood, becauſe both the one and theorher 
are moiſt (as we have already aoted) and of ' 


theſe Humours, Galen has pronounced, that 
riiey mate Men lilly and blockiſh : On the 
coutrary, the Humours which harden the 

Fleſh, 
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Fleſh, are Choler .and Melancholy, whence 
proceed the Wiſdom and Knowledge of Men. 
So that to have ſoft and delicate Fleſh, 1s a 4-2/ 

| worle [ign than to have dry and hard. And (11% 
accordingly among Men that ate of an equal none comes 
Temperament, throughout the whole Body,/* "a7 #- 
it is very eaſie to guels at the Difference of y:nce a: the 
their Wit, from the ſoftneſs or hardneſs of E/phanr, 
the Fleſh 4 for if it be hard and rough, it pre- 777 2 
fates a good Underſtanding, or a good In- ſo hard and 
vention, . but if ſoft and delicate, ir denotes 795 #4 
the contrary, which is a ggod Memory with * 
little Underſtanding, and leſs Invention. To. 
diſcover then if the Brain correſpond with 
the Fleſh, the Hair ought ro be conlider'd ;: 
tor if that bethick, black, harſh, and curled, 

'ttisa ſign of a good Inventiony or a good Un- 

| der{tanding ; but if lank, and ſoft, it isan Indi- 
cation of a good Memory, and nothing more. + 
Bur he that would know, and diſtinguiſh, 

| Whether it be Underſtanding, or Imagination, 

| which js betoken'd, when the Hair is ſuch as 

we mentioned, muſt conſider, how the Youth 

behaves himſelf in Laughing, for thar Paſſion 

[trongly diſcovers if the Imagination be good 

or bad. 

What the cauſe of Laughter is, many Phi- 

loſophers have pretended to know ; but not 

one has made 1t. Intelligible ; they only all 

agree 1n this, that the Blood is the Humour 

that provokes a Manto Laugh, . though none... 

of them have told us what are the particular 


Qualities 


j 
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Qualities of this Humour, that make a Man 


> *Lib.vi. ſubje&t to Laughter; * 1n a Phrenſy the Lang h- 
of ou LIE. 727g "Firs are* ſecurer, art the crying Fits more 


deſperate ; for the firſt is made by means of 


the Blood, which a very benign Humour ; 


but the other is no leſs than an effect of deep | 
Melancholy. . But we grounding only on the 
Do&rin we have handled, may ealily under- 
ſtand what. is to be known in this matter. 
The cauſe of Laughter is no other (in my 
Opinion) than a racit allowance of the Ima- 
gination, When 1t.Jees or hears ſome Ren- 
counter or Accident, which'proves very agree- 
able. And as this Power reſides in the Brain, 
when any of thoſe things preſent, 1t 1s ſtrait 
mov*d, and with 1t the "Muſcles all over the 
Body; ſoweoften approve ſharp and witty 
Sayings, by a nod of the Head. But when 
the Imaginatzon is very good, it is not grati- 
ned with every Paſſage, but with thoſe only, 

which are very pleaſing : ; and if they are not. 
ſuch, it receives rather a Diſguſt than Plea- 
lure. Whence 1t comes, that we ſeldom ſec 
Men of good invention laugh; and whats 
vet more con{iderable, 1s, that thoſe who 
rally the moſt agrecably, and are very Face- 


tious, never laugh at their own ſeſts, or tho!c 


of others : becauſe they have ſo delicate and 
fine a Fancy, that their own witty Expreſ- 
110ns, and Railleries, are :not moving, nor 
have all the Agreeableneiſs and Grace t hey 


ought to have. To which may be added, 
T hat 
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That the Grace and Air of the thing ſpoke, 
or offer*d, ought to be new, unheard-of, and 
unſeen. Whuch 15 not the aim only of the 
Imagination, but alſo of the other ruling 
Powers in Man. Accordingly we find the 
Stomach {trait nauſeates the ſame Food it re- 
ceived twice ; the Sight, the return of the 
ſame Figureand Colour ; the Hearing, the re- 
petition of the ſame Tune, though it be good ; 
and fo even the Underſtanding is tired with 
the ſame Thought. Therefore he that rallies 
well, laughs not at all at his own witty Jelts, 
becauſe e'er they proceed out of his mouth, he 
knows well enough before-hand what he is to 
ſay. Whence I conclude the great Taughers 
want Imagination ; and let the Jeſt be what 
it will, as flat as 1t 1s, it extreamly moves and 
rickles em. And therefore thoſe who are 
very ſanguine, as they have a great deal of 
moiſture, which we have affirm'd to be con- 
trary to, and deſtruthye of the Imagination, 
'0 they alſo are very great Laughers, Mot- 
{ture has this peculiar, that becauſe of 'i1ts 
imoothneſs and ſoftneſs, it blunts the edge, 
and allays the heat, cauſing it nor to- burn ſo 
much : Accordingly that agrees beſt with 
Drineſs, becauſe it quickens its Actions ; Add 
to this, that where Moiſture 1s found, 1t 15 a 
{1gn that the Heat is {lack and moderate, be- 
cauſe 1t cannot reſolve and conſume it, nor 
can the Imagination - with ſa. weak a Hear 
ipeed 1ts-own Operations, From whence al- 
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The Tryal of Wits: Chap. .IX 
{o it follows, that Men of great Underſtand- 
ing are great Laughers, becauſe they want 
Invention. As we may read of that great 
Philoſopher Democritus , and many others 
whom I have ſeen and obſerved. "Thus by 


means of Laughter we may diſcern; if the 


Perſons that have hard and rough Fleſh; and 
beſides that, black and criſp, harſh and hard 
Hair, excel in the Underſtanding, or Imagi- 
nation. So that Ar:i/totle has been miſtaken 
in what regards the ſmoothneſs or ſoftneſs of 
PR. |] | Ls 

One may Anſwer thefifth Argument, That 
there are two ſorts of Moiſture in the Brain ; 
one, which proceeds from the Air, when 


that Element1s prodominant, in the Compo- 


ſition ; and the other from Water, by means 
of which, the other Elements are blended to- 
gether. | Fo 
_ If the Brain partake of the firſt Moiſture, 
the Memory will be very good, eaſlie, to re- . 
ceive, and itrong to retain the Figures long, 
becauſe the moilture of the Air 1s very Oily, 
and nnctuous, in which the Species of things 
talten ſtrongly, as may be ſeen by Painting in 
O1l, which expoſed ro the Sun, or caſt into 
the Water, ſuitains no damage; and if we 
ruba Writing all over withOJ, it never wears 
out. Since thar which is obliterated to that 
degreethat onecannot read it, is madelegible 
by Oil, which gives it a kind of clearneſs and 
traniparence, Burif the ſmoothneſs and Wy 
neſs 
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neſs of the Brain proceed from ariy other Hu- 


mour, the Argument is ſtrong ; for if it re- 


ceive eaſily the Figure, it alſo as ſuddenly 
wears out, becauſe the moiſture of the Water 
has no Oil, to which the Species could ſtick 
| and catch: Theſe two kinds of Moitture are 
 diſtioguiſhed in Hair ; that which proceeds 
from Air, makes them thick, oily, and grea- 
ſy; and that from Water, {limy and limber: 
The ſixth Argument may receive this An= 


{wer, That the Figures of things in the Brain 


arc not imprinted there like the Figure of the 


Seal in the Wax, but only by penetrating, 


remain there fixt; or after the manner as 
Birds are caught with Birdlime, and Flies 


with Honey, becauſe theſe are not Corporezal 


Figures, and cannot be blended, nor break in 
upon one another. : -. 

We may reſolve the ſeventh Difficulty 
thus, That the Figures confound and ſoften 
the Subitance of the Brain, neither more nor 
les than Wax is ſoftned between the Fingers. 
Betides that the Viral Spirits have the Virtue 
to ſoften and moiſten the Members that are 
hard and dry, even as we ſee the heat of the 


Fire ſoften Iron. And we have already pro- 
ved, that the Vital Spirits aſcend up to the 


Brain, as often asany thing is learn'd by heart. 

Vnether ail Corporeal and Spiritual Exer- 
ce arys or not; all Phyſicians hold, that mo« 
derate Exercife fattens. - © -” 
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= $ The Tryal of Wits, — Chap. IX. 
The eighth Argument 1s capable of this 
Reply, t there are two kinds of Melancholy ; 


1%. * onc Natural, which is as it were the Cement 
8 of the Blood, whoſe "Temperament 1s cold 


and dry, and which is of a very grols ſub- 
itance, and the lame 1s of no advantage to the 
Wit, but makes Men Fools, Sots, and G1g- 
ts, becauſe ofa defect in cheir Imagination. 
There is another cald Atra-bilis, black or 
i. *:2 hurnt Choler, whuch, according oto* Ariſtotle” 
Opinion, made the wiſelt Men : whoſe 'Tem- 

PErament 15 various, as 1s that of 


LETAaCe 'F Fes 5 
ET Of. Vinegar, which ſometimes Pro- 


Lb | E004 TH a! 8 £7 


457 he monld ot duces ſome eſeQtsot heat, making 


: - ” 6 Frinns £1 the Earth qua le bke Dous dl ; and 
me bc of ns Coo At Other times too much cools i it; 
35520447, but 1s always dry, and of a v ery 
0 endl BI. Flicate ſubltance. Cicero own'd, 
he had a ſlow Wit, becaulehe had 
n0 aduit Choler, and he ipoke truth ; tor ut 
ic had becn ſo, he would not have proved lo - 
Eloquent ; for the Men of black Choler, 
Wait Memory, to which bclonzs Volubility 
of Speech. It has another quality, which 

| nightily helps the Undead that 1s tO 
be a as reiplendent as an Agat, by means of 
v hich Splendor, the Brain 1s luminated, to 

2 end rhe tgures may be clearly reflected, 

And this Errraclit is INCANE, when he fad, - 

wy 1.16 ht intakes 4 moſi & xcellet WW it Wy bib 
{gh bs , the Natural Melancholy has nor, 
PULIG Black, is Sleep and Death, And gs 
Ii 
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{hall hereafter prove, that the Rational Sout: 
has occaſion to have a Brain of Light to reflett 
the Figures and the Species. | 
The Anſwer tothe ninth Argurnent, is That 8 
the Prudence and Dexterity of Wit, as Galen '| 
laid, belong'd tothe Imagination; by means of | 
which Fururities arc known, and with Allu- 
{10n to this, * Czcero affirmed, The Þlexory # 5/* Dialo de | 
of the Paſt, and Prudence of the Future. 'T he >n:fue. þ 
Dexterity of Wit is what we call in Spaniſh 
[ Agudeza, in apibilious) and ism i ter ms, 
Fineneſs, Wilineſs, or Cunning and Craft 'in 
the things and Intrigues of the World. And f 
therefore + Czcero aid, That Prudence W.45 4 + Tn Tal. | 'K 
Skill, which had 4 PR way to make choice of culan. fl i i 
Goodand Evil, Men of oreat Underſtanding ' 
are without this fort of Prudenc e, and Skill, Wl 
becauſe they want Imagination. Accor ding- 
ly we ſee by Experience, that great Scholars, 
1s to the things appertaining to the Under: 
ſtanding, taken from their Books, t1gnity no- 
thing by 70 and engage in the Afirs of the 
World. Galez aid excellently well, That 
tus fort of Prudence pr oceeded from Choler : : 
tor H/ppocrates acquainting his Friend Dama- 4 Tn foil, 
getes with the Condition he found Demg- ad Dams. 
coitus 1n, When he went to Viiit him, 1n or- 
der to his Curc e, writ that he was 10 the open 
Field under a Plazz-tree, bare Leg'd, fer vote, 1525 
13Pon a Stone, 4 Book in bis hand, And {ur- Aw of 
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The Tryal of Wits. = Chap. IX. 
rounded -with Dead and Flead Beaſts; at 


- which Hippocrates being ſurpriz?d, asked him 
what he did with thote Beaſts that were in 


{ſuch a cafe? He Anſwer'd him, that he was 
in ſearchof the Humor that made Men Fickle, 
Crafty, Falſe, and Deceittul ; and that.in dif- 
{eing thoſe brute Beaſts, he had found, 
that Choler was the cauſe of this miſchievous 
Quality, and that to be revenged on Men of 
Gall and Guile, he would treat them as he 
had done the Fox, the Serpent, and the Ape. 
This kind of Prudence 1s not only odious to 
Men, but alſo * St. Paul ſays, The Carnat 
Mind is at Enmity agatnſt God, And Plato 
cave the Reaſon of it, ſaying, That Kyowleape 
abſtrafted from Juſtice, rather merits the name 
of Craft aud Canning, than of Wiſdom, The 
Devil always makes uſe of ſuch Weapons, 
when he would do miſchiet to Men. This 
Miſdom (ſaid fSt. James ) deſcendeth not from 


above, but is earthy, ſenſual, and deviliſh. There 


1s another ſort of Wiſdom attended with Up- 
rightneſs and Simphcity, by which Men tol- 
low that which 1s good, and fly that which 1s 
evil, [|Galez ſays this kind belongs to the 
Underſtanding, becauſethat Faculty is wholly 
incapable of Craft or Malice, only knowing 
how Evil is not done, but is Upright, Jult, 


Frank and Innocent. The Man who 1s en- 


dow'd with this kind of Wit, 1s called Up- 
right and Simple. Accordingly Demoſthenes 
being deſirous to win the good Will of the 


Judges, 


| 
[ 
L 
] 
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Judges, in a Speech he made againſt Eſchizes, | ; 


called them Juſt and Upright, having an eye 
to the Simplicity of their Employment. Of  [l 
whom * C:cero ſaid, Their Daty i ſimple, and p,g Sy. bi 
one only Canſe of all Good, The Coldneſs and k. '" 
the Drineſs of Melancholy is a very proper 
Inſtrument for this kind of Wiſdom, but then 
it mult be compoſed of tine and very delicate 
Parts. 

We may Anſwer to the laſt Doubt, That 
when a Man 1s engaged 1n the Contempla- 
tion of a truth he would know, and does not 
preſently attain it, 1t 1s becauſe his Brain 1s 
deprived of the Temperament convenient to 
what he defird, but fixing a while in Con- 
templation as ſoon as the Natural Heat (that 
15 1n the Vital Spirits and Arterial Blood) flys 

to the Head, the ſame cauſes the 

Temperament of the Brain to rife Note of what impor- 
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always till it arrive at the degree it ,.,,., Larnmng becauſe 
has occaſion for. *Tis true, that when the proper Tempera- 
much Plodding does good to ſome, 7 GG 
and harm to others; for if there be [Jus Plodaing. 

no want in the Brain to attain the 

due degree of Heat, there will be no occaſion 

for deep Meditation ; and if it paſs beyond 

the point, the Underſtanding is itrait difor- 

dered, by an overflow of too many Vital 

Spirits ; by means of which, it attains not to 

the Notice of the Truth it is in ſearch of: 
Whence it comes, that we obſerve many 

Men ſpeak very well extempore, but perfornt 


NJ very 
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very meanly with premeditation. On the 
contrary, others have ſuch a ſlow Capacity, 
becauſe of their great Coldneſs or Drinelſs, 
that of neceſfity the Natural Heat. mult be a 


long time in the Head to cauſe the Tempera- 
ment toriſe tothe degree it wants, and there- 


fore they quit themſelves much better, when 
they have had time to recollect what they 
have to fav, than when they are to ſpeak ex- 


——_—. 
——C ll. AE FOOTE i 


RAP. T7 
Each Difference of Wit 1s appropriated to 


the Scrence with which it moſs particu 
J = f. © fp . . | FR | y 

#2] ag! ceSy FORTE MERE, what 15 Repug 
11ant Of Conlrary f0 tt. 


A LT. the Arts (faid * Crcero) are ſetled 
upon certain Univerſal Principles, 


which being learned with Study and Labour, 
the Science at length 1s acqui?d. Only the 


Art of Poctry has this in peculiar, Thar it 
09% £34 Nature make not the Man a Poet, 
7 will never be enabled by Rules and Pre- 
pts to make a Verte, which occalion'd him 
to fy. The Study and K powledoe of other things 
deprad anon the Precepts of Art ; but the Port 
« jo by Nature, be is only excited by the force of 
pril'u, and is as it were inſpired with a Di- 

wine 
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vine Enthuſiaſm. But Cicero was not in the 
right, becauſe in effect there 15 no Art or Sci- 
ence "nvented in the' Commonwealth, which 


can be attained by a Man who is Incapable, 
although he labour all his Lite time 1n the. 


Precepts and Rules thereof ; whereas, 1t he 


talls upon a Science agr ceable to his Natural 


Inclination, we may obſerve he will make 


Jong Frooreſs i 'n the ſpace of few days: Tis. 
he ſame thing ; in Poetry ; for ithe who has a 


- oper Talent apply himielt ro "_ Verles, 
hc will ſoon acquit himlelf very well, and FN 
not, he will always remain a dull Poet. 


This being {o, it ſeems to me there 15 a 


time to find out by Art, to which Difference 
of Wit each fort of Science in particular Cor- 
reſponds, to the end that every one mav di- 
{tin&tly underſtand (after having firlt diſco- 
ver*d his own Nature and [em Nr nent) to 
which Arthe is moſt inclined. The Arts and 
Sciences acquired, by means of the Memory, 
are theſe following, Grammar, Latin, a 
all other Languages whatever ; tne 1 he 
of the Law, Politive Divi ny, Co {mograviy, 
and Arithmetic.  Thole that b clong to the 


Undc :r{tanding are School! Divinity, tae I he- 
_ ory of Phyſic, Logic, Natural and Mora! 


I hilolophy, clic Practice of the Law, which 
3 the Advocates SC1CNCE. 
From a good Invention ſpring all the Arts 
2nd Sciences whatever that depend 1 upon F:. 
SUrC, COITCIPONGENCE, Hens and Pros 
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The Trpal of Tits. Chap. XR. 
portion, ſuch-asare Poetry, Rhetoric, Muſic, 
and the Art of Preaching ; the Practice of 
Phyſic, the Mathematics, Attronomy, the 
Muilitary-Art, and that of Governing a Com- 
monwealth ;' to Paint, to Deſign, to Write, 
and Read; to be Agreeable, Gentile, Plea- 
ſantin Words, and happy in Expreſſions ; t0 
be Dextrous in the Afairs and Intrigues of 
Lite; tohavea ready Wit for Machines, and 


_ all that Artificers pretend ta; as alſo an Ad- 


dreſs, admired by- the Vulgar, which 1s to 
diftate ſeveral Matters to four Perſons at the 
ſame time, all well digeſted, and in good 
Order. Of all which we can't give evident 
Demonſtration, nor prove each thing ſeve- 
rally, for that was never yet done; but we 
will prove & in three or - four Sciences, and 
the ſame Reaſons may ſerve as well for the 
reſt. | - 

In the Lift of Sciences which we have at- 
firm'd belong to the Memory, wehave men: ' 
tioned the Latin-T ogue, - and-the-reit, {poke 
by all Nations in the World, which: no con- 
{1dering Man can deny, becauſe the Tongues 
were only an Invention of Men to be able to 
communicate together, 'and make: known 


their, Meaning to one another , - without 


any other great .Myſtery, 1n it, or other 
Natural Principles, tave thoſe I. have mer- 
tioned, when the firſt Inventers aſſembling 
together, framed Words. according; to. their 
Phancy, .as * 4ri/totle obſerved, and :jointly 

O11 . TE ous agreed 
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| agreed about theSignification ofeach. From 
thence came ſo great a number of Words, and 
ſo many different Modes of Speech, with ſo 
few Rules, and as littleReafon, that without 
a good Memory it would not be poſlible, ei- 
ther to comprehend, or retain them by any 
other Faculty. How improper the Imagt- 
nation and the Underſtanding” are, to'learn 
the Languages, and the different Modes of 
Speech, Infancy plainly proves, in which, 
though it be 'an Age wherein the Child is 
leaſt provided with-theſe two Faculties, ne- 
vertheleſs, as * Ariftotle ſays, he learns any + xxx. 
Language what-ever better than Adult 3 prob- 
Men ; though theſe be much more Rational, * 
and without being' taught by him, Experi-- 
ence ſhews us it :- For we ſee if a Biſcayner of 
Thirty or Forty Years of Age comes to live 
at Caſtile, he will never learn the Fanguage 
of the Country ; but if he'be very Young, in 
Two or Three Years he paſles for a Native of 
Toledo, The ſame happens1n the T atin, and 
all other Tongues, becauſe they aregll of the 
{ame Nature : If then it be true, tat in the 
Age wherein the Memory flouriſhes, agd the 
Underitanding and Imagination are low, the 
\Tongues are 1ooner learned than when the 
Memory is in the Decline, and the Under- 
ſtanding in its ful Vigor, it is certain they 
areacquired by means of the Memory, and 
not at all by any other Faculty. ' 7 


* Ariſtotle 
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* A71/otle ſaid, that the Tongues were not 
to be learned by Reaſon, as not depending 
upon Ditcourſe, and that therefore 1t was 
neceflary ro hear trom another the Words, 
and their Meaning, and to bear them in mind, 
In purſuance of which, he proves, 'I hat it a 
Man be born Deaf, he would infallibly be 
Dumb, becauſe he can't hear from another 
the ſound of the Words, nor the meaning 91- 
ven them by their fir{t Inventers. That the 
Tongues are no other than an effect of the 
Humor and Caprice of Men, may be clearly 
interred from this, that the Sciences may be 
equally taught in all Languages, and that in 
each, may be {poke and made known, what 


any one of them would fay ; Accordingly there 


are no grave Authors to be tound, who have 
tOucht tor a Foreign Tongue, to make ther 
Thoughts undcrirood ; but the Grecians have 
Writ 1n Greek; the Romars, 1n Latin ; the 


ows, in Hebrew; the Moors, in Arabic ; and 


i9 do [in Spaxiſh, becauſe I underſtand that 
{ anguage better than any other, The Ro- 
44715, (A being Lords of the World) finding 
if was expedient to have a common Lan- 
g@119%, by means of which all Nations might 
Communicate togerher, and themſelves cn- 
abled to underſtand fuch as came to fue for 
{ultice of them, and to treat of Matters rela- 
109 to the Public Affairs of every Provznce, 
ppointed Schoois to be Erectcd in all Parts 
of ther Empire, tor teaching the Latim- 
| 'T ongue, 
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\ Tongue, which by theſe means has flouriſh- 
ed as the Univerſal Tongue even to this 
Day. 
As for School Divinity, -1t 1s certain that it 
rcters to the Underitanding, becaule the Ope- 
rations of this Faculty are to Diſtinguiſh, to 
Infer, to Reaſon, to Judge, and to Chuſe, 
and that nothing is done 1n this Science, but 
to raiſe Doubts from Inconvernences, to An- 


167 


{wer with Diſtinction, to inter aoainft the © 


Anſwer what may be coll lected from o00d 
Conſequences, and fo to reply again, till the 


Underltanding be at eaſe, and reſt fatisfied. 


But the beſt Proof that can be made of this 


Subject, 1s, to let You underitand how difh- 
cultly the Latin i 'ongue, and School Divi- 
nity, meet 1n one Per ion, and how it rarely 
happens that a Man be at the fame time a 
good Latiniit, and protound Schooi-Divine, 
Art which Effect ſome more Curious. being 

{urprized, in taking notice of it, have ſearch: 
ed whence it might proceed, and have been 
of Opinion, that School-Drrmity being Writ 


, 1na harlh and barbarous Language, os th 


Ears of good Latinitts being inur :d to the 


pure and elegant Stile of C7270, they could 
not ſettle to, nor take pleaſure in that Science. 
It would be well tor thele Gentlemen, thas 
underſtand Latiz to well, that this were the 

true caute, tor then by conſtraint and other- 
wile accultoming their Ears 5, they might 21 


iength find our a ; Remedy for this Inconve- 
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The Tryal of TUits, Chap. X. 
nience ; but to be plain with them, the De. 
tect is not ſo much in their Ears as in their 


Capacities. 
They that are good Latiniffs, have moſt 


 aſſuredly an Excellent Memory, for without 


that they could never prove ſo expert 1n a 


Language which 1s none of their own; and 


becauſe a great and happy Memory 1s as it 
were contrary toa great and elevated Under. 


ſtanding in the ſame Subject, one debaſes and 
depreſles the other. From whence 1t comes, i 
that he who has not ſo exquiſite and lofty an 
Underſtanding (the Faculty to which belongs 


to Diſtinguiſh, to Conclude, to Diſcourſe, to 


Judge, and toChuſe) gains no great ground, 
nor makes any conſiderable Progreſs in School 
Divinity. Whoever is not ſatished with this 
Reaſon, let him read St. Thomas, Scotus, Da- 
74nd, and Cajetar, who are the Leading 
Men in that Faculty and Profeſſion, and he. 
will find great Subtilties in therr Works, but 
writ, and deliver'd, in very courſe Church- 
£ztin. For which there appears no other 
reaſon, bur that theſe great Authors having 
in their Youth very mean Memories, prov'd 
not more Excellent in the Latin» Tongue, but 
applying themſelves to: Logic, Metaphylics, 
and School-Divinity, they mounted up to the 
higheſt Degree of the Sciences we a@mire, 
becauſe they were endued with a great Un- 


_ deritanding. - At leaſt I'can teſtify this of a 


School-Diyine (well known to many _ 
-- wa 
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that were acquainted and converſed with 
him) who was a Miracle in that Science, and 
yet not only could not reach the Elegances, 
| nor the round Periods of Czcero, but when 
| he read in the Chair, his Scholars took no- 
tice that Iis Latin was but very baſe and 
| mean, inſomuch that they adviſed him (as 


thoſe that were unacquainted with our Do- 


| &rin) rhat he ſhould ſecretly borrow a few 
| hours from the Study of School-Divinity, and 
| employ them in reading Czcero, And taking 
| this as the Advice of good Friends, he not 

only endeavoured in private but publickly 


toremedy it ; for after having treated of the 
Matter of the "Trinity (and how the Divine 


Word was made Fle{h) he entred the Form 


amongſt the relt to improve his Latiz; and 
what was very remarkable, that during the 
long time he did thus, he not only learn'd 
not any thing new, but had almoſt forgot all 
the Latiz, ſuch as it was, that he had learn'd 
before, ſo that in the end he was driven to 
read his Lecture in his Mother-Tongue. 
Pope Paulthe Fourth enquiring what Divines 
were the Leading Men at the Council of 
Trent, was told particularly of a certain Spa- 
iſh Divine, whoſe Reſolutions, Arguments, 
Diſtin&ions, and Anſwers, were truly wor- 
thy of Admiration. The Pope being curious 


to ſeeand know fo ſingular a Man, diſpatch- 


ed his Orders to him, to come to Rome, to 
Eve himan account of all the Proceedings in 
-me 
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the fame Council. Being arrived, he did 
him a great many Honours, amonglt others 
he bid him be cover'd, and taking him by 
the Hand, led him outto walk up to his Ca- 
itle of Sr. Azpelo, and entertaining him in 
very clegant Latiz about certain Works he 
intended tomake, in Fortitying it better, ask- 
ed his Opinion of each of his Deſigns. To 
which he anſwered with ſo much pain, as 
not being able to ſpeak good Latiz, that the 
then Spariſh Ambaſſador, Don Lnuys de Re- 
guieſcens, Great Governor ot Caſtz/e, took up 
the Diſcourſe for him, to retieve lum with 
the favour of his Latzz, and to divertthe Pope 
to forme other matter. In a word, his Holi- 
ncls aid to loime one of lis Conkdents, that 
it was utterly 1mpoſlible tor a-Man that un- 
derftood fo meanly, . to be {ſo Excellent in Di- 
Vimty as was reported ; Þut whereas he tried 
him inthis language (whichis a work of the 
Memory) and in Fortitcations and Buildings : 


(which things belong to a good Invention ;) 


40 had he but {ounded lum 1n whar relates to 


the Underſtanding, he might have heard Dt- 
vine things from him. 
In the Liit of Sciences which refer to the 
Imagination, we have particularly plac'd 
Poetry, not at Random, nor without good 
Contidcration, but to let them know, how 
iarthey are trom having Underſtanding, who 
havea good Vein in Verſifying. According; 
ly we lhall find, that the tame difficulty the 
| JLati® 
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Latia Tongue has in uniting with School- _ 
Divinity, the ſame or grearer beyond Com- 
iriſon 1s obſerved betwixt that Science and 
the Art of Verlifying, this Art being ſo con- 
trary to the Underſtanding, that for the ſame 
Reaſon, he that would ſet up for a Topping 
Poet, mult take leave of all the Sciences -re- 
lating to that Faculty, and even of the Latin 
Tongue it ſelf, becauſe of the Contrariety 
there 1s between a good Imagination and a 
o00d Memory. 
Ariſtotle could not find out the Reaſon of 
the firlt, yet he confirms my Opinion by an 
Experiment, when he {aid, * Marcus 4 C- *XXXSe& 
tizen of Syracuſe was a better Poet after he had **%>- © 
loſt his Underſtanding, See here the Reaſon, 
it1s becaule the difterence of the Imagination 
(ro which Poetry belongs) requires three De- 
orees of Heat (and as we faid but now) ſuch 
an Excels of Heat entirely deſtroys the Under- 
itanding. ?Tis what theſame A4riſfoffe noted, 
when he affirm*d, That the Syracaſizn, as he 
came to be more Temperate, had a better 
Underſtanding, that he could not make 1o 
F00d Verſe becauſe of the detect of Hear, 
with which this dificrence of Imagination aCt- 
ed, Which Talent Cicero himſelt ſhew?'d ne 
wanted, when def{igning to deſcribe tne He- 
roic Acts of his Contulſhipin Verſe, and how 
his City had the good Fortune of a Second 
Birth, in having beenunderhis Government, 
he exclaimed after this manner : 


- is 
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O Fortunatam natans me Conſule R omam! 


O Rome, how happy wert thou to be Born 
What Time the Conſulſhip was Twlltes turn ! 


And becauſe Juveral could not apprehend, 
that the Art of Poetry was contrary to ſuch a 
Wit as Cicero's, he laſld him in his Satyrs, 
ſaying, Had you rehearſed your Philippics 
againit Marc-Arntony in {uch delicate Verſe; it 
had never coſt you your Lite. 

* Plato was yet more miſtaken, when he 
aſſerted Poetry to be no Human Science, but 
rather a Divine Inſpiration, becauſe the Poets 
not being beſide themſelves, or Inſpired by 
God, were not able to compoſe, nor ſpeak 
any Excellent thing ; which he proves by this 
Reaſon, That Man having but his own 


$Xxx5:a Judgment free, cannot Verlify. But + Ari» 
Prob. L _- /fotle blafnes him for ſaying, That Poetry 1s no 


Human Ability, but a Divine Inſpiration, and 
owns that a Man of good Senfe, and who 
enjoys the Freedom of his Underſtanding, 
can't be a Poet; And the Reaſon 1s, that 
where the Underſtending 1s great, of courſe 
the Imagination (to which belongs the Art 
of making of Verſes) will be defettive. 
Which appears yet plainer, if we reflect that 
Socrates aftterihe had learn'd the Art of Poerry, 
yet with all his Rules and Precepts could ne- 


ver ſo much as make a Verſe, notwithſtand- 
| _ 
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ing by the Oracle of Apolohe was pronounc'd 
the Wiſeſt Man in the World, According- 
ly I hold for certain,. that a Young Man who 
has a good Vein in making Verſes, and who 
upon the firſt Effay, ſhall hit upon abun- 
dance of Rhimes, ordinarily runs a great 
Riſquenever to attain in any eminent Degree 


the Latin Tongue; Logic, Philoſophy, Phy- 


ſic, School-Divinity, nor the other Arts and 


Sciences relating to the Underſtanding and 


Memory. Accordingly we ſee by Experi- 
ence, that if we give to any one of theſe Boys 
a Nominative to learn by Heart, he ſhall nor 


do-it: in two or three Days, but give him a 
Sheet of Paper full of Verſes, or any Part to 
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repreſent a Perſon in a Comedy, and in lets _ 


than two or three times, that he caſts his 
Eyes upon it, he will ix it in his Head. "Theſe 


think of nothing but reading Books of Chi- 


valry, as Orlando Furioſo, run deſperately iti 


Love with Boſcan, Diana de monte Major, 


and other ſuch like Works, becauſe they are 


all full of Imagination, Bur what {hall we 
lay of the Organiſts, Choriſters, ant! Muſic- 
Maſters, whoſe Wit is improper tor Latin, 


and all other Sciences pertaining to the Un- 


derſtanding and Memory ? The ſame holds 


in the Science of Inſtrumental, and other ſerts | 


of Muſic. 
By theſe three Examples already produced 


ot the Latin Tongue, of School-Divinity, and | 
ot Poetry, we may underitand our Doctru - 
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is true, and that we have made our Diviſion 
right, though we have not given ſuch par- 
ticular Proofs in the reſt of the Arts and 
SC1ences. 

Writing alſo diſcovers the Imagination ; 
Accordingly weſee few Men of great Under- 
Randing that Write a fair Hand, of which I 
have obſerved many Inſtances. Amongſt 
others, I knew a molt learn'd School-Divine, 
who being aſham'd to ſee his 11] hand, ven- 
tured not to Write to any Body, nor Anſwer 
thoſe that Writ to him, inſomuch that he re- 


folved to cauſe a Maſter to come privately to 


his Houle, to teach him to Write tolerably. 
And having labour'd ſeveral days at it, and 
loſt his ttme, he gave it over, leaving the Ma- 
ſter ſurprized to ſee a Perſon ſo very able in 
his Profeſſion, ſo incapable of Writing. But 
i who am very ſure that fair Writing is a 
work of the Imagination, take 1t tor a Natu- 
ral Eftect, and would any ſee, obſerve, and 
take the Pains to reflect on the poor Scholars, 
that pet their livelihood in the Univerſities by 
Copying in fine Characters, they will find 
they underſtand but very little Grammar, as 
little Logic; and no more Philoſophy ; and it 
they ſtudy Phylic, or Divinity, they never 
found the depth ofany Difficulty. And there- 
tore the Boy that can Draw with his Pen a 
neat Iimb'd Horſe, or a well-ſhaped Man, 
and make fine Floriſhes, and boid ſtrokes, 
thould not be ſet to the Study of any an 

ut 
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but rather to a good Painter, who by lis Art 
may improve his Natural Ability. * 

To Read well, and with a good Grace, 
diſcovers alſo a certain kind of Imagination, 
and 1f it be to any great Degree of F Excell ence, 
| he ſhould not loſe his time in Learning \ bur 
only think of getting his Livelihood by Read- 
ing of Proceſſes. Now here is a thing wot- 
thy of Conlideration, which is, that the Dif. 
ference of Imagination which makes Men 
agreeable in Converſation, and good Rail- 
leurs, 1s contrary to that which 15 neceſſary 
to a Man to read gracetully ; ſo that none of 
thoſe who have the Qualifications but now 
mentioned, can read Volubly, but with He- 
ſitation, and miftaking one Word for ano- 
ther. 

To underſtand how to Play at * Pr:mero, « 
to make true or falſe Vie's, and to hold it, Or « 


not to hold it, as time os occaſion require, © 


and by certain guefles to diſcover the Adver-_ 
laries Game, and readily todilcard, 15a work 
belonging tothe Imagination. ? Tis the ſame 
thing ; To playi ing at Cents, or at Tra5p, tho” 
not {o much Imagination | is required at this 
as at the German Primero, which not only 
demonltrates this Difference of Wit, but alto 
diſcovers the Virtues and Vices of Men, be- 
caule every, Moment occaſions are ofter'd in 
that Play, in which a Man diſcovers whathe 
would be at, in Accidents of greater 1mpor- 
tance. 


Q 2 The 


3 Eee, an 
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The Game of Cheſs 1s one of the things 
that beſt diſcovers the Imagination. And 
therefore he who has the ſubtle Gambets in 
that Play, for Ten or Twelve moves altoge- 
ther, 1s hike to be Incapable of the Sciences, 
which appertain to the Underſtanding, and 
Memory ; if he does not unite two or three 
Faculties together, as we have already ob- 
ſerved. Andifa certain very Learn'd School 
Divine, who I was acquainted with, had un- 
deritood ſo much, he would have been fa- 


_tisfed 1n a thing that gave him great Trouble. 


This Man playing often with his Domeſtics 
at Cheſs, and being beat as often, ſaid (in 
heat of Paſſion) what is the meaning of thus ! 
Thou that skilleſt neither Latin, Logic, nor 
Divinity (though thou haſt ſtudied them ) 
and thou win of me, that am full of Scorz, 
and S?. Thomas ! Ts 1t poſſible thou ſhouldit 
havea better Wit than1? Truly Ican't com- 


prehend it, except the Devil tells thee how to 


make thoie Draughts thou playeſt, The 


whole Myttcry of rhis was, that the: Maſter 
was a Man of great Underſtanding, by which 


p, 

meaus he attained the Subrilties of Scotus, and 
S1. 1 1o;as, but wanted the Difference of Ima- 
Cination, Which is neceſſary to Cheſs Play, 
«and 1s Flay-tellow had a bad Underſtanding 
and Mcmory, but a very ſubtil Imagina- 
riON, 

TheScholars that keep their Books in good 
order 0n the Shelves, their Chamber oy 

| | an 


ne oo Pg PEW po TR RET REIEa 


Chap. X. The Tryal of its. 


and clean, every thing in its proper place, 


and upon its own Pin, have a certain Diffe- 


rence of Imagination very contrary to the 
Underſtanding and Memory. Spruce and 
Beauiſh Sparks, who won't ſuffer the leaſt 
Hair or Wrinkle on their Clothes, have that 
ſame ſort of Wit. All this proceeds without 
daubt from the Imagination, and be it as it 
will, if a Man can't make a Verſe, and be 
awkward, but by chance becomes Amorous, 
ſaid Plato, he immediately turns Poet, and is 
very Spruce and Gallant, for Love inflames 
| and drys the, Brain, which are qualities that 
raiſe the Tmagination. And Javeral obſerves, 
that even Indignation (whuch 1s alſo a Pal- 
fion that heats the Brain) produces the ſame 


Effect. 
St natura Nezat facit Indignatio verſum. 


If Nature wanting be to make the Poet, 
Mere Spite alone tupphes a Mule to do it. 


Thoſe who converſe agrecably, who are 
Witty in Expreſſion, and know how to Drol! 
well, have a certain diflerence of Imagina- 
tion very contrary to the Underſtanding and 


Memory. Therefore they are never good 
Grammarians, Logicians, School-Divines , 


Phyſicians, nor Lawyers. It they are Pra- 


| Ctited in Buſineſs, and in the Intrigues of the 
World, dextrous in accompliſhing whatever 
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The Tryal of Tits. Chap. X. 
they undertake, ready atevery Furn to ſpeak, 
and to anſwer to the Point ; they are fit for 
the Courts, and to be Solicitors and Attor- 
revs in Cauſes, for Merchants and Factors, 
ro Buy and Sell, but not for Learning. Here- 
in the Vulgar are deceived, who obſerving 
them 1o Practic'd 1n every thing, imagin 
itrait they would have prov'd ſingular Men, 
bad they been brought up to Learning ; 
When in truth, there are no Gemns's more 
Repugnant, and more Contrary to 1t than 
ries. 

nidren that arrive late at the- uſe of 
Speech, have in their Tongue and Brain too 
muci Moiſture, which as it wears off in tract 
ot T1me, they become very fluent, and great 
aikers, becauſe of the great Memory they 
:91;7e,25 their Moiſture 1s abated. Which, 
we formerly noted, once happened to that 
el:brated Orator Demoſthenes, , at whom 
(as wehave ſaid) Crcero was {urpriz'd, being 
of {0 rude a Speech in his Youth, and when 
2 grown Man, fo very Eloquent. : 
Young Men alſo, who have a good Voice, 
2nd have by Exerciſe dilated the Paſfages of 
chew Throat, are very unfit for all the Sct- 
ences, becauſe they are Cold and Moitt, 
which two Quahities united together (as we 
have already affirn'd) deſtroy rhe Rational 
Part. The Scholars Who punctually learn, 
and repeat the Lefſon Word tor Word, as 
they have it from the Maſter, promiſe a good 
Memory 
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Memory, but at the Expence of their Under- 


ſtanding. _. 

In this Dottrin ariſe ſome Ploblems and 
Doubts, the Solution of which will, it may 
be, ſerve for a Light the better to clear the 
Truth of what we affirm. 

The firſt is, Whence it comes that the good 
Latiniſts are more Arrogant and preſumptu- 
ous in their Knowledge than Men very 
| learnd inthe kind of Learning appertaining 

to the Underſtanding are, in {uch fort as to 
know the Grammarian, there 1s a Proverb 


which ſays, The Grammarian 1s nothing leſs 


than Arrogance it ſelf. The Second is, How it 
happens that the Latin Tongue 1s ſo contrary 
to the Genizs of the Spantaras, and fo proper 
and natural to the French, Italians, Germans, 
Ernzliſh, and to all the other Northern People ? 
As appears in their Works; for no ſooner 
do we fee a Book writ 1n good Latin, but 
know the Author 1s a Foreigner, and when 
we meet one of Barbarous and Unpoliſhed 


Latin, we conclude 1t was Compoſed by a 


| Spaniard, The Third Problem 1s, Why the 


things that are Writ, and Spoke in the Latin | 
Tongue, ſound better, have more Force, 


more Grandure, and Eloquence, than in any 
Other Tongue, though never {o good ? See- 
ing (as we have ſaid betore) all Languages 
Are OW1ng to the Capriceand Humor ot thole 
that invented them , without having any 
Foundation in Nature. The Fourth Obje- 
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255 The Ttyal of Wits. Chap. X. 
(tion is, How it can be reconciled, that all 
the Sciences belonging to the Underſtanding, 
being Writ in Latin, that even ſuch as want 
a good Memory, can Read and Study thoſe 
Books, the Latin Tongue being fo repugnant 
to them, by reaſon of a defective Memory ? 

We may ſolve the firſt Problem thus, 
There 15 no better Teſt to di{cover, it a Man 
wants Underitanding, than to note if he be 
Haughty in Pun&ilio's of Honour, Pretump- 
tuous, Elated, Ambitious, and Ceremonious. 
The reaſon 1s, that all theſe are the Eftects of 
a Difterence of Imagination, which requires 
nomore than one Degree of Heat, with which 
the great Moiſture requiſite to Memory 
conſiſts well, becauſe this Degree of Heat 1s 
not of force ſufficient to reſolve it. On the 

_ contrary, an infallible ſign that a Man 1s na- 
turally humble, is, when he 1s obſerv'd to 
undervalue himſelt,and whatever comes from 
tim, or relates to him, and that not only | 

Vauntsnot, and commends not himlelt, but 

a: hun. 15 Oftcnded at, and ſcarce admits the Prailes 

2 5 bertow'd on him by others, being uneaſic and 


—" with + Po, ; wa 
Ai 4; 42 pain with PunCtilio's, and mn places of 


his heart Ceremony ; that Man, I ſay, who has theſe 
#7 Marks may juſtly paſs tor a Man of great Un- 
eſ.c. xiz, Acritanding, but of little Tmagination and 
Memory. I ſaid naturally Humble, becauſe 

i 1t be by Art, 1t 18n0 certain ſign ; whence 

it comes that the Grammarians are provided 

with {o great a Memory, and uniting with 

= | 7 3 it 
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it this difference of Imagination ( which we 
juſt now mentioned) they are neceſſarily de- 
ficient in their Underſtanding, and ſuch as 
the Proverb deſcribed. _ 
To the ſecond Problem may be anſwer'd, 
That * Galez gathering the Wit of Men from *Lib quod 
| the Temperament of the Region they inhabit, 47m! mo- 
{zys, That all thoſe who dwell Northerly are xix. 4 
defetive in Underſtanding, and thoſe Situa- 
| red between the North and the Torrid Zone, 
are moſt Prudent; which Poſition anſwers 
exactly to our Country, and without doubt 
tis ſo; for Spazz 1s neither ſo Cold as the 
Northern Climes, nor ſo Hot as the Torrid 
Zone. Þ Ariſtotle ſeems to be of the ſame «yy <a; 
Opinion, when he Enquires, Why thoſe that Prob. XV. 
live in very cold Countries have not ſo good 
an Underitanding, as thoſe Born in very hot ? 
In his Anſwer he treats but courſly the Fleme . 
mings, Germans, Engliſh, and French, ſaying, 
That the greater part of the Wits of thoſe 
Nations reſembled that of Drunkards, for 
which reaſon they could not ſearch into, or 
know the Nature of things: And the Cauſe 
of this 1s, the overtiow of Moifture in their 
Brains, and other Parts of their Body, which 
the fairneſs of their Complexions, and the 
Haxen Colour of their Hair denotes, and that 
it 15 a wonder to ſee a Germaz bald; and be- 
lides that they are all big, and of large Sta- 
ture, through the abundance of Moitture, 
which is a dulater of the Body. The contra- 
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ry 1s diſcern'd in the Spaniards, who are a 
little Tawny, black-Hair*d, of meanStature, 
and for the moſt part Bald ; whichis.a diſpo- 
ſition affirm'd by * Galez proceeding from a 
hot and dry Brain. And if that be true, they 
mult of neceſſity have an ill Memory, but a 
500d Underttanding ; and the Germaza great 
Memory, and little Underſtanding; Accord- 
ingly one of them cannot learn Latin, and 
the other learns it readily. 'The reaſon given 
by Ariſtotle, to prove the little Underſtand- 
ing of the Northern People, 1s, that the great 
Ambient Cold of the Country forces the Na- 
tural Heat inward by an Antiperiſtaſis, and 
hinders it from being diſſipated, and fo they 
have abundance of Moiſture, and Heat; it is 
therefore theſe People are at the ſame time 
furniſhed with a good Memory for the 
Tongues, and with a good Imagination, by 
means of which they make Clocks, bring the 
Water from the River to T oledo, invent Ma- . 
chines, and very curious Works, which the 
Spanzards cannot make, becauſe they want 
Imagination ; but it they apply themſelves to 
any point of Logic, Philoſophy, School-Di- 
vinty, Phylic, and the Laws, a Sparrara, 
without Compariſon, will fpeak more ſub- 
ime and quainter things in his own 'Tongue, 
and in barbarous Terms than a Stranger can 
do with all his fine Latin ; for take theſe Peo- 
ple out of their Elegant and Polite Road 0! 


_ Writing, and they perform nothing Extra- 


= = EOS IROC'I> os oem fe F 


ordinary, 


Chap. X. The Tryat of Tatts. 
ordinary, nor have they any Invention. In 
Proof of this DoCtrin, * Galen ſays, 1» Scy- 
thia, (which is a Northern Conntry) as a Won- 
der there aroſe one Phzlojopher, whereas at A- 
thens they are all ſuch, But though Philofo- 
phy, and the other Sciences, by us named, 
are repugnant to thefe Northern People, yet 
the Mathemarics and Aſtronomy are proper 
to them, becauſe they have an Excellent E- 
mag1nation. = x 
The Anſwer to the third Problem depends 
on a much agitated Diſpute between Plato 
and Ariſtotle, One affirms, that there are 


Words which naturally fignify Things, and 
that much Wat 1s requir'd to invent them ; 


which Opinion 1s favour'd by Holy Wrat, 
telling us that Adam gave to each Creature 
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ſuttable toit. But * Ar:fotle would notyietd 
that there was in any Tongue any Ferm or 
Figure of Speech that naturally fignifhed the 


thing ; but that all Words were by Inſtitution 
according to the Caprice and Fancy of Men. 


Accordingly it 15 known by Experience, that 


Wine has more than Fhreefcore Names, and 


Breatt as many, and each its own, m each 
'Fongue ; nor can it be affirm'd of one, that 


it 15 more proper and natural than all thereſt, 


for if it were, all the Menin the World would 
we that. However after all, P/ato's Opinion 
'S truer, For ſay, the firſt Inventers of 
Tongues impoſed Names according to their 


Fancy, 
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Fancy, that Fancy was ſtill with Reaſon, as 
well in conſulting the Ear, as having regard 
to the Nature of the thing, and obſerving the 
Graces of Pronounciation , ſo as that the 
Words be not too long, or too ſhort, and 
that there be no nced of diſtorting the Mouth 
in Speaking, giving the Accent in the proper 
place, and the like Conditions to be obſerv'd, 
that the Tongue be Eloquent, and not Bar- 
barous. Of the Opinion of Plato was a Spa- 
iſh Cavalier, who diverted himſelf with 
Writing Books of Chrivalry, becauſe he. was 
furniſhed with that difference of Imagination, 
which inclines a Man to {ſuch Stories and 
Lyes. Ir is reported of him,, that being to 
bring, into his Romance a certain fierce Giant, 


he was tor ſeveral days ſtudying what Name 


would be moſt anſwerable to his Exploits, 
but he could never chop upon it, till playing 
one day at Tables with a Friend of his, he 
heard the Maſter of the Houſe ſay, Ola Mo- 
chacho traquitantos a eſta meſa, That 1s to fay, 
Holla Boy, bring hither ſome Dice tor the 
Tables. The Gentleman no ſooner heard the 
Word Traquitaptos, but weighing the well 
icunding Name in lis Ears, without any 
:100ger ſtay for good Fortune, roſe up, and 
aid, Genticmen I play no longer, tor I have 
»een a 1039 whine Inventing a Name that 
;GOUld aoree well with a fierce Giant, whom 
I make wic of 3n certain Fittions I havecom- 
mole, and cond not for my Life ight upon 

if 
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it till T came to this Houſe, where I always 
received ſome Favours. The firſt Inventers 

of the Latin Tongue, had the ſame Care and 
Curioſity as this Gentleman, that call'd his 
Giant Traquztantos, therefore they found out- 

a well-ſounding Language to pleaſe the Ear. 

Nor ought we to be ſurprized, it things ſpoke. 

and Writ in Latin found ſo well, and in the 
'other Tongues'ſo ill, becauſe the firſt Inven- 

tors of thele laſt were Barbartars. 

For the laſt Doubt, I have been obliged to. 
ſet ir down for the ſake of many, who tftum-_ 
ble at it, tho? the Solution of 1t be very eaſy ; 
for thoſe that have a great Underſtanding, 
are not wholly deprived of Memory, becauſe 
it they had none at all, their Underſtanding 
could never reaſon after the manner of the 
World, the Memory being the Faculty which 
Treaſures up the Matters and the Species, out 
ef which the Speculations are formed : But 
whereas the Memory 1s {o very weak 1n theſe 
Men, of three degrees of Pertection thar are 
to be acquired in the Latin Tongue (which 
are to Underſtand, to Speak, and Write it 
well) they cannot proceed beyond the tirit, 
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GHAP. Xk 


== That Eloquence and Politeneſs of Speech 
_ are not to be found in Men of great 


Underflanding. 
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» 


Wo Gy (% E of the Graces that inclines the? 
1-4: tbe AF Vulgarto thinka Man very Wiſe and 

org iy Prudent, 1s to hear lum ſpeak with great Elo- 

-aveWir, QUence, to obſerve his Diſcourſe adorn'd and 

4 ke Ho: eqmbeliſh'd with Choice of ſele& and ſignifi- 

= a -» cant Words, to bring many pertinent In- 

&e adapted ſtances of the Subject in Queſtion ; though 

ron9#""* in effect this happens not but where there is 

Orcator. an Union of the Memory and Imagination in 

a degree and medium of Heat, that cannot 

a reſolve the Moiſture of the Brain, but ſerves 
oaly to raiſe the Figures, and make them 
Wo boil, by means of which many things are re- - 
preſented to the Mind to be ſaid. Itis im- 

_ poſſible that the Underſtanding ſhould be 

Plato ».. FOUR 1N this Union, becauſe as we have al- 

counts 17 in ready ſaid and proved, that Faculty abhors 


his Dial. 
4. $-:..:, the Heat extreamly, and can no more confitt 


& in Coa= With Moiſture. Which Dot&trin had the 
mw Athenians known, they would not have been 
1o much ſurprized to ſee fo wiſe and knowing 
a Man as Socrates, not to have the Gift of 

= Vtterance, inſomuch as they who were Ig- 
norant of his Worth, ſaid, "Thar his — 

an 
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ard Expreſſions reſembleda Cheſt, 
pl2:n, and unpoliſhed without , 
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Donatus 4 very [earned 
Man, writing "the Life of 


but when opened, had within it rhe Famous Poer Virgil, 
ex zuiſ1te Carving, 1nd admirable laid, That he was ſo ſlow 


E;oures. In the ſame Error were 
they, who pretending to give a | 


realon of the Obſcurity and bad Stile of 


Ar:{totle, {aid, That induſtriouſly, and to 
| e411 to his Works the greater Authortiy , 
| he aJefted that Jargon, with ſo few Fi- 
gures, and Ornaments of Speech. And it we 
conſider alſo the Difficulties of Plato, and his 
Conciſe Sentences, the Obſcurity of his Rea- 


Tons, and the 1!l Connex1on of his Diſcourles, 


we {hall find, that nought elſe fave this al- 


ready ment:oned, occafioned the {ame : But 
what ſhall we ay to Hippocrates __ 
Works, how heleft out the Nouns 


in Syeech, that þ: was 
accounted # Blockheaad. 


Cicero, 71 Praiſe of 
Plato's El:quence, ſaid, 


and Verbs, the ill Diſpoſition of Tar if Jupiter had s 


his Sayings and Sentences, the ill #**, ** /pc6k Greek, Fe 
2 0 . Y 1 © would chuſeto ſpeak like 
Connexion of his Reaſons, and, in plato. Ds Claris 0rato: . 


a word, how few things preſent= _ 

ed to his Mind to clear up, and lay the Foun- 
dation of his Dodatrin ? What would you 
more? unleſs when he was about to 91ive a 
very large Account to his Friend Damagetes, 
how Artaxerxes King of Perſia ſolicited him 
© come to him, with a promiſe of giving 
him as much Gold and Silver as he could 
wiſh, and of ranking him amongſt the Gran- 
dees of his Kingdom ; (without a diſtin&t 


_ Anſwer to every Propoſal) faid only thus: _ 


1he 
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The Kjng of Perſia has ſent for me to come to 
him, not knowing that Wiſdom ts of more ac- 
count with me than Gold, Farewel. Had this 
Subject fallen into the Hands of Eraſmus, or of 
any other Man provided with as good an In- 
vention and Memory as he, how many Sheets 
of Paper would it have coſt to dilate upon it? 
And who would dare to confirm this Do- 
Etrin by ſuch an Inſtance of St. Paul's, and 
afhrm, that he was a Man of vaſt Under- 


| ſtanding and bad Memory, but ſuch a one 


® II Corn. 
chap, Al. 


with all his Natural Abilities as could not 
learn the Tongues, nor ſpeak with any Orna- 
ment and Politeneſs, had he not owned it 
himſelt, in theſe Words; * I [arpoſe I was pot 
a whit behiad the very chiefeſt Apoſtles ; but tho 
T be rude in Speech, yet not in Kporledge, 
Which difference of Wit was {o accommo- 
dated to the Preaching of the Goſpel, that i 
was ſcarce poſſible to chulſe a better, becauſe 


there was no need on that occaſion of much 


Eloquence, or great Ornaments of Speech, 
lince the Skill of the Orators of thoſe "Times 
lay moſt in 1mpoſing upon their Auditors Fal- 
fities for Truths, to perſwade the People 
by the force and Subtilty of Rhetoric, that 
what they received for good and profitable 
was quite contrary as to maintain that it was 
better to be Poor than Rich, Sick than well, 
I2norant than Knowing, and a Thouſand 


_ other {uch things, which were manifeſtly op- 
polite to the received Opinion, For which 


' real{0n 
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reaſon they were calPd by the Jews, Gevaniy, 
as much as to ſay, Sophiſters. Cato Major. 
was of the ſame Sentiment, finding that it 

was dangerous to retain them at Rome, be- 
cauſe the {trength of that Empire was found- 

ed 1n Arms, and that thoſe Men already be- 

gan to perſwade them that it would be ber- 

ter tor the Romar Youth to quit ther, and 
apply themſelves to the other Exerciles, and 
Sciences. They were forthwith baniſhed | 
Rome, never more to return thither. - 

Say then, that God had made clioice of an 
Eloquent Preacher, poſſeſſed of all the Or- 
naments of Speech, who ſhould £o to Arhers 
or Rome, and teach, that' at Jeruſalem the 
jews had Crucihed a Man, who was the True 
God, and that he died of his own good Will 
and Pleaſure to redeem Sinnets, and that he 
roſe again the third day, and aſcended into 
Heaven, where he now 1s; what would the 
Auditory think, but that this Propolition was 
11 the number of thoſe Vain and Fooh{h ones 
uſed by the Orators to periwade by the Power 
Ot their Art? Fos thus much St, Par! tays, 

* Chriſt ſent me not to Baptize, but to Preach *1 Cr; 

the Goſpel; not with Wiſdors of Words, leſt the wp. t+ 

Croſs of Chriſt ſhould be made of none effect. 

dt. Paul's Wit was very proper tor this Mt- 

niftry, becauſe he had a Capacious Under- 

| ſanding, to defend and prove in the Syna- 

gogues, and amonglt the Gentiles, that Jeſs 

Chriſt was theMe/iah promis'd in the nag rn 
tnat 


LO 
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that no other was ro be expected ; but with | 
this he had but an indiflerent Memory, ſo | 
that he could not embeliſh his Diſcourſe with | 
perſuaſive and moving Speeches; and this 
was the difterence of Witthe Preaching of the 
Goſpel required. Nevertheleſs I ſhall not 
50 about to inter trom hence, that St. Paul 
had not the Gift of Tongues, tor it 1s certain, 
that he ſpoke them all as readily as his own. | 


Neither {ſhall I maintain, that to defend the 


Name of Jeſ-s Chrift, the ſtrength of his Un- 
derſtanding was ſufficient of it ſelf, without 
the Gifts and particular Aſſiſtance that God 
gave him for that purpoſe. All that I pre- 
tend, 1s, to aftirm that Supernatural Gitts are 
much more efticacious when they meet with 
a ſuitable Dulpolition, than when they fall 
1pon a Sot and a Blockhead. To rlus alludes 


the Dottrin of St. Jerome in his Proem upon 


The Epiſtle to the He- 
brews, though it be St. 
Paul's, yet by rez{on of 
_ the diff:rence of Stile,was 
by ſome believed not to be 
pris; but t hoſe the Church 
has Condemned as Here- 
bICS. 


Eſay and Jersmy, demanding what 
is the reaſon, that though it was 
the ſame Holy Spirit which ſpoke Þ 
in both their Mouths ; E/ay deli- Þ 
vered what he Writ with fo much Þ 
Elegance, and Jeremy hardly knew { 
how to ſpeak? Heanſwerd, that Þ 


the Holy Spirit accommodates it ſelf to the Þ 
natural manner of Proceeding of each Pro- 
- phet, unleſs Grace changes their Nature, or f 
teaches them a new Language to deliver thei | 
Prophecies in. You mult know then, that 
Eſay was a Nobleman, hred at Cowr, and inf 


1” Ii 
1 1% : 
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the City of Jeruſalem, for which reaſon his Diſ- 
courſe was more Flegantand Polite ; but Je- 
remy Was Born and broughtupina Village near 
Jeruſalem, calld Anathoth, {o that in his Stile 
he was Courſe and Rude as a Peaſant, and 


ſuch a Stile the Holy Ghoſt made uſe of inthe 


Fey he Inſpired him with. The fame 
may beſaid of St. PauPsEpiſtles, that the Truth 
of the Holy Spirit preſided in him when he 
writ them,to theend that hemight not Err,but 
that the Language and Manner of Speech was 
no other than the Language and Manner of 
Specch natural to St. Pau!, accommodated to 
the Doctrin he taught ; becauſe the Truth 


of School-Divinity abhors a multiplicity of 


Words. 


The Knowledge of Tongues, and the Or- 


naments and Politeneſs of Speech accord ad- 
mrably with Poſitive-Divinuty, becauſe that 


Faculty belongs to the Memory, and 1s no 


other than a Maſs of Catholic Sayings, and 
Sentences, culPd out of the Holy Fathers , 
and from Sacred Writ, and treaſured up in 
that Faculty, in hke manner as a Gramma- 
rian ſelects the fine Flowersof LVirgl, Horace, 

Terence, and other Latin Poets he reads, and 
as occaſion preſents, {ets himlelt to deliy er 
them, or pertinently cites fome Paſſages from 
Cicero, Or Quintilian, ro make {how of his 
Reading to his Auditors, 

They that are furniſhed with this Union 
of Imagination and Memory, and diligently 
Calle” whatever has been faid and Wrir, 

Ya - Tat 


2) Si 


212 


The Tryal of TUits. Chap. XL. 


that is conſiderable in the Science they 
profeſs, and quote them at que time, and 
place, with the Ornaments of good Lan- 
guage; as having already found 1n all the Sci- 
ences ſo many things, appear very profound 
in the Opinion of thoſe who are Ignorant of 
our DoQrin, though in effect, they are but 
ſuperficial, and will diſcover their defect as 
ſoon as they areſifted to the bottom, of what 
they deliver with ſo much Aſſurance. And 
the reaſon 1s, that the Underſtanding,to which 


_ appertains the Knowlege of the 'Truth of 


XIV. 


things, from their Root, 15not agreeable with 
the abundance of fine Speeches. ?Tis of theſe 


* Proverbs the Holy Scripture {peaks, * The talk of the 


lips tendeth to Penury * 

Such as have theſe two Faculties, the Ima- 
Gination and Memory joined together, bold- 
7 attempt the Interpretation of Holy Scrip- 
rures, conceiting, becauſe they underſtand 
a great deal of Hevrew, Greek, and Latin, it - 
is eaſy for them to give the true Senſe of the 

Letter; butatter all they are out. Firſt, be- 
cauſe the Words ot Holy Scripture, and its 
manner of ipeaking have many other Signi- 
tications more than Cicero knew in his Tongue. 
Secondly, Becaule fuch People want Undcer- 
iianding, Which 1s the Faculty that diſcerns 
whether the Senſe be Catholic or not, *I'is 
this Faculty which, with the Aſſiſtance of 
Supernatural Grace, of two or three ſeveral 
Meanings drawn from one Text, can make 

choice 
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choice of that which is the Trueſt and moſt 
Cathohc. 0. 

It never happens, faid Plato, that Men are 
deceived in things that are very diſtinguiſha- 
ble, ſo eaſily as when many of the like Nature 
. preſent themſelves together ; for 1t we ſet 
before the moſt clear-{ighted Eyes in the 
World a little Salt, Sugar, Meal and Chalk, 
all finely powder'd and fitted, and each by it 
ſelf, what ſhould he do who wanted his 
Taſte, to be able to diſtinguiſh upon ſight 
each of theſe Powders, without any miſtake, 
{o as to point 1n particular which 1sSalt, which 
Sugar, which Meal, and which Chalk. 
Without doubt no Man but would be miſta- 
ken, becauſe of the great Afhnity between 
theſe things. But were there a heap of 
Wheat, another of Oats, another of Chaff, 
another of. Earth, and another of Stones, it 1s 
no lefs certain, becauſe of the great diverſity 
of each Object, this Man whoſe {ight was 
not very good, could never tail to name each 
heap. We ſee the ſame happen every day in 
the Senſe and Meaning the Divines give of 
the Holy Scripture; for you may oblerve 


| twoor three which at firlt ſight ſeem to be 


Catholic, and to agree well with the Letter ; 
whereas 1n truth, they arenot ſuch, nor does 
the Holy Spirit fay ſo. To chute the belt 
of all the Meanings, and reject that whuch 1s 
bad, it is certain that the Divine makes uſe 
of neither Memory nor Imagination, bur of 

Fy. c the 
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the Underſtanding only. And accordingly 


i aſſert, that the Polnnve-Divinc ought to 


conſult the Scholaſtic, and defire him to chuſe 
which of all the meanings he ſhall find beſt, 
if he would not be ſent ſome fair Morning to 
the Inquilition : For which reaſon the He- 
relies are 1n f{uch dread of School-Divinity, 
and would have it abſolutely rooted out of 
the World, becaute by Diſtinguiſhing, Inter- 
FINg, Reaſoning, and Judging, the "Truth at 
laſt, comes to be diſtinouiſhed irom Falhood. 


CHAP. XIL 


That the Theory of D:vmity belongs to 
the Under ſtanding, and Preaching 
( which 1s the P rate] to the Imagi- 
nation. 


IS a Point much Controverted, not: 
8 only amongſt the Wiſe and Learned, 
but even {uch as has nor eſcaped the very 
Vulgar, who daily ask the Reaton, Whence 
i: comes that a Divine who 15a great School- 
man, 1arp in Diſpute, ready in his Anſwers, 
Reads and Writes with admirable Learning 
neverthciels when he gets once into the Pul- 
pit, he knows not how to Preach : - and 0! 
the other hand, when 7 Man 1s an Excellent 


Preacher, Elogquent, - Acceptable, drawing 
JUL. R 
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all the People after him, it 1s a great Miracle 
f he knows much of School- -Divinity. And 
for this Reaſon, 1t 1s not admitted as a good 
Conſequence, fuch a one is a good School- 
Divine, therefore heis a ver y good Preacher ; 
neither on the other hand, mult it be conclu- 
ded, that ſuch a one is a great Preacher, 
therefore he 15 not a great School-m an ; fo 
that to deſtroy one and the other Confe- 
quence, there are more Inſtances offered of 
each than there are Haiurs 1n our Head. 

No Man till now has been able to srve any 
other Anſwer than that ordinarily returned, 
which 1s to attribute all this to God, and tr 
hc Diſtribution of his Gifts ; and Town it is 
very well done, when they know not ar leaſt 
{he particular Cauſe. We have in a manner 
iolv*d this doubt in the preceding Chapter, 
though not fo exactly as 1t ought. For T have 


already faid, that School-Divinitv pertained 


ro the Underſtanding. Now I aflert, and 
will prove, that Preaching (which 1s chePra- 
ic) 1s a Work (ot the Imagination. And 
accordinoly as it 15 difficult to join in the fame 
Bran a good Underſtanding with a great 
Imagination, ſo it cannot well be, that a 
Man ſhould at the fame time be a great 
School-Divine and a famous Preacher. "And 
that School-Divinity 15 a Work of the Un- 
eritanding, We have elſewhere already pro- 
ed, ſhea ng the Tncontiltence between that 
nd the ] T atin Tongue, theretore there is no 
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need to prove it again. Only I would have 
it underſtood, thar the oo0d Graces, by means 
of which nood Preachers draw the People 
after them, and hold them Charnvd and Ra- 
viih'd, are all but a Work of an Excellent 
Imagination, and 1n part of a happy Memory. 
And to the end I may better explain my {elt, 
and touch 1t as it were with my Finger, 
it muſt firlt be ſuppoſed, that a Man 1s a 


' Rational Creature, ſociable and politic ; and 


to the end his ood Natural Parts might be 
umproved by Art, the Antient Philoſophers 


K:marc found out Logic, to teach him how he was to 


<4 4h - Realon, by what Rules and Precepts, how 
Wa 517 


1H 


/ 8} 


h., &o- 
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*to define the Nature of Tlungs, diltinguyſh, 

* divide inter, judge, and chuſe, without which 

Acts It 15 impoſſbls for any Artiſt to pro- 
exd: And to the end he ſhould be Sociable 


ny Politic, it was but reaſon he ſhould ſpeak, 
and make known to others what he concei- 


ved in his mind. Burt leit he ſhould deliver 
them without Order, or Rule, they have in- 
vented another Art call'd Rhetoric, which 
with 1ts Rules and Precepts embeliſhes his 
Piſcourſe, with fine Words and elegant 
Phraſes, with Aﬀections and Colours that 
are moving. in hke manner as Logic teaches 
a Man to Diſcourſe and Reaſon, not only in 
CE Science, bur in All without diſtinction ; 
> Rhetoric inſtructs how to ſpeak in Divi- 
ary, Phyic, Law, the Art-Mili itary, and all 
mrber Sonmaces 42 Modes of Converſation 
among 
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among Men. So that 1f we would feign to 
our ſelves a perfect Logician, or compleat 
| Orator, they cannot pals for ſuch unleſs they 
# arc knowing in all Sciences, becauſe they are 
all within their Province, and in each of them 
| without diſtinction he may Exerciſe his Art. 
'Tis not ſo in Phylic, Natural and Moral Phi- 
 loſophy, Metaphiſtics, Aſtronomy, and the 
reſt, that are all limited in the Matter they 
ircat of; whichmade * Czcero ſay, Wherever » pg ger. 
| the Orator ſets Foot, it i his own Ground. And fea Or. 
| in another place, That in 4 compleat Orator all *** 
the Philoſophers knowledge was to be found. For 
| which cauſe the ſame Czcero afhirmed, that. 
taere was no Artiſt tound with ſuch difficulty, 
| as a perfect Orator, which he might have 
E {aid with more Reaſon, had he known the 
| Repugnance there 15 ns. all the Sciences 
none particular Art. — 
Antiently the Men of Law held the name 
and office of Orators, -becauſe to make a 
compleat Advocate no leſs 1s required than . 
the Knowledge and Skill of all the Arts 1n the. 
World, becauſe the Laws Judge all indifle- 
rently ; and to know the Rights and Pleas 
of each diſtin&t Profeſſion, it becomes neceſ- 
lary to have the particular Knowledge of 
them all ; and accordingly 4 C:cero faid, No + Lib.de 
Man is to be ranked ia the Number of the Ora- gra. 
tors but he that 4s compleatly furniſhed with all 
the Arts, But ſeeng it was impoſſibleto learn 
all the Sciences ; firit, becauſe of the —_-” 
1s | þ 
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Of I He, and next from the Wit of Man being 
io lnntcd, they let them pals; contenting 
theme Ives in ſuch neceſſities to give cr edit 
to the Maſters in every Art, w hoſe Cauſe 
;hey pleaded, without more ado. Aﬀeer this 
way of Pleading of Cauſes, inmcdiately fuc- 
-ceded the Dottrin of the Goſpel, which | 
might better have been perſuaded by the Art 
of Rhetoric than all the Sciences in the 
World, as being of greater i ruth and Cer- 
rainty. But Chr iſt our Redeemer charged 
St. Paul to Preach , not with Wiſdom of 
Words, leſt the Gentiles ſhould have 
thoug oht what he taught was one of thoſe 
wW el-contriv :d-Fables, which the Oratorsot 
thoſe Times made ule of, to perſuade by force 
of their Art: But-now that the Faith is re- 
-CivVer and eſtabliſhed many Years ſince, it 
'> allowed to Preach with Rherorical T pics, 
ad to make uſe of Eloquence, ſince we need 
0 longer apprehend the Inconveniencies that 
»ttended ic in St. Pauls Time. Beſides we 
»bterve the Preacher who has the qualifica- 
£1075 of a compleat Orator, does more good, 
21d has a greater Auditory, ' than he who is 
100% Thereafon of which is very clear, tor 
" i rhe Orators of Old made the people ſwal- 
Ui IRS tor 'Iruths, ( applying to that 
- Rules and Preceprs of their Art) thc 
Helan Andirors will be much better con 
id when they are perſuaded by rhe tame 


bee the things they alrcady Wgeer: 
{rand 
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ſtand and Beheve : Beſides, that the Holy 
Scripture (1n a fort) 1s all things, and to in- 
terpret it well, there 1s occaſion for all the 
SCIENCCS, according to that famous ſaying, 

* She has ſent forth her Maidens, ſhe cryeth upon * Proverhs 
he higheſt places of the City. 5 

'Fhere is no need to recommend this to the _ 
Preachers of our Times, nor acquaint them 
how far it 15 allowed them ; for belides the 
particular benefit they pretend trom their 
Doctrin, their principal Study is to ſeek out. 
1 tine Text, to which they may pertinently 
apply many thoughts, and fine pailages 
drawn out of Sacred Writ, Holy Fathers, 
Pocts, Hiſtorians, Phyſicians, and Lawyers, 
not Jeaving out any one SCIEnCce, launchins 
out copioully, with Eloquence and abundance 
of fine Words ; By which means thc W {Pi:2 
our their Sermons for the ſpace of an hour, 
or two, if there be occaſion. Þ+ Czcero ſaid. + Lib 2s. 
that this was proper to him, that maile pro- 
icſion of the pertect Orator in bis time. 17+. 
Power and Profeſſion of an Orator 1 ſpeatt, 
well ſeems t6 promiſe 4nd unacrtake /o 7746 Ht: thes 7 
let the Matter handled be what it will, 40 Fo: 
courſe of it fluently and amply. Now i if We can 
prove that the Graces and Qualihcations le 
quilite tro a compleat Orator —__ al tot: 
Imagination and Memory, \ {hill mak 
t Our, that the Divine W bo polls Lic, 
tall be a very great Preacher ; Bur ut he I 
plics himſelf to the DoRrin of Seozree and Sr 

« £ ORR. A 
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Thomas, he will make little of it, becauſe 
this is a Science pertaining to the Under- 
ſtanding, in which Faculty he is but very 
Weak. 

We have already elſewere declared what 
things belong to the Imagination , and by 
what Marks they are to be known; and now 


0 refreſh the Memory, we are a going to re- 
peat them. Whatever 15 ſpoke in good h- 


_ gure cloſe to the purpoſe, and on a {uddain, 


are Gifts of the Imagination, and fo are plea- 
{fant Jeſts, Alluſions, Sentences, and Com- 
variſons. 

The firſt thing a Perfect Orator ſhould do 
when he takes his Theme in hand, 1s to look 
out ſome Argument, ſome appoſite Sentences 
and Paſſages, with which he may 
amplify, and prove the ſame, and 
not to make uſe of any ſort of 


ins to the Ears, as Czcero ſaid, I 
efleem him truly an Orator who makes uſe of 
II-ords a>reeable tothe Ear, ana of Sentences con- 
wentant for Proof. *T1s certain that this ap- 
pertains to the Iraagination, ſeeing there 1s 4 
Conſonance of agreeable Words and a Per- 


 tinence in the Sentences. 


The fecond good quality of a perfect Ora- 
toi 1s to have an exuberant Invention, and 4 
iarge ſtock of Reading ; for if he be to ampli- 
ty, and prove any ſubject given him, by ma- 
ny Patlages and Sentences cited to ENDS. 
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. | of courſe he ought to have aquick Imagina- 
| tion, Which {hould be like a Setting-Dog, 
| that hunts and brings the Game to hand, and 
when he is at a fault, hemuſt feign ſo well, as 
if the thing were really true. For this reaſon 
we have ſaid before, that Heat is the Inſtru- 
| ment with which the Imagination acts; inas 
much as this quality raiſes the Figures mn 
| making them boyl as it were; ſo that we 
diſcover by this means all we would ſee, 
| and if there be nothing more to conſider, the 
| Imagination has power not only to compoſe 
Figures of things poſſible one with another, 
| © but alſo to join fuch as are Impoſſible (after 
the order of Nature) and thence to trame 
. © Mountains of Gold and flying Calves. 
K In lieu of Invention, Orators may help 
| themſelves with much Reading, where the 
* | [magination fails; but after all, Book-learn- 
| F ug 1s bounded and limited, and the proper 
' | invention runs free hke a good Fountain, 
- | Vhencedaily flows freſh and new Water. To 
retain what one has Read requires a great Me- 
| Mory, and glibly to repeat 1tin an Atlembly 1s 
not to be done without the ſame Faculty; 
which occaſioned Cicero to ſay: 7 hat Ora- 
ior in my Opinion is worthy of jo great a Name. 
who can Diſcourſe upon any Subjeit that offers 
Diſcreetly, { which is to accommoaate himfelt 
| with reſpect to his Auditors to Time, Place, aid 
Vecaſions ) Coptouſly, with the Ornaments 
1.a47guage ana without Book. i 
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The Tryal of Wits. Chap. XIT. 

We have heretofore ſaid and prov*'d, that 
Diſcretion belonts to the Imagination; the 
Stock of Words and Sentences tothe Memory; 
the Beauty and Poliſh to the Imagination ; 
how to recite {o many things without any 
Rub or Heſfitancy moſt certainly 15 due to 
the help of a good Memory, 'To the {ame 
purpoſe Cicero {aid, that a good Orator ſhould 
{peak without Book, not from his Notes. 
For you mult know that Maſter Anthony Le- 
hrixa came to be ſo detective in Memory, in 
his Age, that he read out of a Paper his Rhe- 
toric-Lectures to his Scholars, and becauſe he 
was ſo eminent in Is profeſſion, and con- 
irmed with good Proots the Points as they 
'ay 1n order, and that they were no lels fſa- 
tStied of his detect of Memory, it went off 
current: But that which was not to be endu- 
red,was, that dying tuddenly of an Apoplexy, 
the Univertity of Alcala recommended his 
Funeral Oration to an eminent Preacher , 


who invented and diſpoſed what he had to 


ſay the belt he could ; but being fo ttraitned 
in 1 ime, that he had not due 1pace to Con 
it without Book, he went up into the Pul- 
pit with his Notes in his Hand, and began 
atter this manner. What this excellent Man 
( whoſe Obſequies we this day celebrate) us'd 
10 do whillt he read to his Scholars, IT am re- 
tolved now to do in Imitation ot lum, for his 
Icath was ſo {uddain, and the Orders I rc- 
ceived to make his Funeral Oration 1o a 

that 
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that T had neither Time nor Space to Stit- 
dy for what was convenient for me to fay, 
much leſs to get the ſame without Book : 
What I could draw up this Night is com- 
mitted to my Notes, which I intreat your 
Worſhips to hear with patience, and to make 
allowance for my Defect of Memory. 
This way of Preaching or rather Reading 
of Notes was fo 1ll reſented by the Auditory, 
as they could not hold all the white from 
Smiling and Murmuring : "Therefore C:cero 
{aid, well, that he mutt harangue withour 
| Book, and not from his Notes. "This Preach- 
_erreally wanted Invention of his own, which: 
| he was obliged to {ſupply from his Books, 
and that requires long Study and a great Me- 
mory, but thoſe who draw 1t our of thur 
own Head, need no Study, Time nor MemG- 
ry, becauſe they readily find it in themiclves, 
and very often at the very Inſtant, all that 
they have to fay ; ſuch may Preach to the 
lame Congregation all their Lives, without 
repeating any thing they have ſaid twenty 
Years betore, , whereas thoſe who want Iin- 
vention, 1n leſs than two Lents turn over all 
the Books, and run thro? their Manuſcripts 
and Common-places ; ſo that the third Lenc 
they mult go and Preach to a new Pariſh, it 
ey would not be upbraided with, 74 # z 6 
ore than the Reception of wya: you Preached 


ic 
; 1p [aſt 1ear. 
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The third Property a good Orator ought 
to have, is to know how. to diſpoſe what he 
has invented, and. to reduce every thing to 
it's proper place: In ſuch fort as one thing 
may bring in another, and the whole corre- 
ſpond in a juſt Proportion of all the Parts; 
And accordingly ' C:cero ſaid, * That Diſpe- 


ſation ts 0 other than an Order and good Concert 


which ought be to obſerved in the Diſtribution of 


Sayings and Sentences to be made uſe of to the 
People, and that ſhews us in which Place which 
Things ought to be placed; To the &pd that 
there being a Correſpondence between the 
parts, there may ariſe a true Figure. Which 
Grace ( when 1t is not Natural ) 15 won't t9 
give a great deal of Trouble to the Preachers; 


tor having found in Books many things to ſay, 


all have not the Skill to reduce them to their 
proper Place. It 1s certain, that this proper- 
ty of Ordering and Diſtriburing, 15 a Work; 


of the Imagmation, becauie it has the name 


of Figure and Correſpondence. 


The fourth Property good Orators ought 
to have, and moſt Important of them all, 1s 
Action ; by which they give as it werea Lie 
to what they ſay, moving the Auditors, and 
engaging them to beheve that to be true, 
which they endeavour to perſuade. Accord- 
ingly * Czcero ſaid, That the Action is governed 


pref. Or:e. by the turn of the Face, the geſtures of the Boay, 


and different T ones of the Voice,yequifite to what 15 
ſaid ;, as 18 railing or talling of the Yoice, 1t- 
Fitating 


FS. 
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ritating, and all on a ſuddain Appeaſing, 
Speaking ſome times with a High-Voyce, 
ſometimes with a Low, now Chiding, and 
then Flattering, moving the Body ſometimes 
to one fide, ſometimes to the other ; now 
{hutting the Hands, and then opening then ; 
Laughing and Crying, and upon ſome Oc- 
calions clapping the Hands together. Of fo 
great Concern 1s this Gift to Preachers, that 
with it alone, without either Invention or 
Diſpoſition, they will make a Sermon of 
| common Matters, and oi {mall Moment, that 
_ ſhall fill the People with Admiration, being 
animated with Action, which may be called 
in another Word, the Spirit and Lite of Elo 
cution. —T 
There 1s1n this one thing highly remark- 
able, which ſhews how much thisGitt can do, 
which 1s, that the Sermons which appear ex- 
treamly well, as they are ſet oft with all the 
Advantages of Action and Laivelynels of 
the Orator, flag extreamely when they are 
| committed to Writing, or come once to 
| be Read : The Reaſon of which 1s, that it ts 
mpoſſible to repreſent with the Pen, the 
Actions and Geitures which give 1t all the 
Advantages in the Pulpit, There are other 
*rmons £0 oft better in Reading, and will 
aot bear Preaching without Book, becaule 
\ction required by tome Pailages there 1s 
wanting. Which Occationed * Plztoto tav, 
"12r the Style ro be obſerved in Speaking 1s, © 
() very * 
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The Tryal of TUits. Chap. XII. 
very different from that 1n Writing well 
and for this Reaſon we ſee abundance of Men, 
who 'Talk very well, Write 1ll; and others on 
the contrary Write very well, and Talk ill, 


All whichisto be referred to Action, which 


without doubt is a Work of the Imagination, 
fince all that we have faic of it carries with it | 
Figure,Correſpondence,and goodConſonance, 

Thefifth Property an Orator ought to kave, 
's to know how to Apply well, and bring 
proper Inſtances, and good Alluſions, which 
takes with the Auditory more than any thing 
elſe; for what 1s Taught by a good Example 
1s caltily underſtood, and without that all flies 


_ over their Heads, Accordingly Ariſtotle de- 


mands, * Why thoſe that hear Orators take more 


S-&. Prob. Pleaſure in Examples and Fables broueht to 
Flt, 


prove what they would perſuaae, than in the Ar- 
guments and Reajors they prodace ? To which 
he Anſwers, that by Examples and Fables 
Men learn beſt, becauſe it is a Proof thar re- 
gards the Senſe, but 1t 1s not fo with Arg 
ments and Reaſons, for to be capable of them 
requires a large Underſtanding. There- 
fore Jeſ# Cirist our Redeemer made uſe of fo 
mary Parabies. and Compariſons in his Dt- 
lcourtes, becauſe by their Means he made 
many Divine Secrets better underſtood. 
But this 1s certain, the Invention of Parables 
and Allufions 1s the Work of the Tmagjnati- 
60, becaule as we have already often faid the 
tame carries Figure, ood Correſpondence and 
Sumilitude, * IM 
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| The ſixth Property of a good Orator is, 

that is Language be good, proper, and with- 
| out any Afﬀectation ; that he uſe refined 
Terms, and many quaint and free Expreſſi- 
ons, without being dull ; which Graces we 
have heretofore often treated of and prov'd 
them 1n part, to pertain to the Imagination, 
| and1n part to a good Memory. 

The ſeventh Property that makes a good 

Orator, 1s contained 1n theſe Wordsof Ccero, 
That he ought to be furniſhed with a good Voice, 
a free Action, and a Natural Gracefulneſs ; a 
Voice fay I Clear and well-Sounding, rune- 
able to the Auditory, not Harſh, Hoarte, 
nor too Squeaking., And though it be true, 
that this proceeds from the Temperament of 
| the Breaſt and Throat, and not irom the Ima- 
ination ; yet ſure it 1s, that from the fame 
Temperament from which 1s derived a good 
Imagination ( which 15 Heat ) comes alio a 
- | good Voice. Which talls out altogether te 
- Þ our Purpoſe, for the School-Divines being of 
1 acoldand dry Femperament,cannot have the 
- E Organ of the Voice good ; which 15 a great 
| Advantage in the Pulpit. * Arsfotle proves ol aq 
- B this from the Initance of Old Men, who are XXxIV. 
v8 coldand dry. For to have a clear and jull 
. | Voicerequires much Heat to dilate the Pal- 
S  fages, and a inoderate Moiſture to Supple and. 
- | Sotten chem, Therefore the fame * Ar:ſtorle , Fi vet 
© ks , Why thoſe who are of a hot Natare are all Ly, 
1 ts Voiced ? And welearn the fame Truth by 
Gs 
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228 The Tryal of Wits. Chap. XIL 
experience of the contrary 1n Women and 


Eunuchs, which thro? the exceſſive coldneſ 


+1» 3 Of their Conſtitution as * Galez ſaid, have x 
Semine very ſtrait Throat, and a very ſhrnil Voice: So 
- CE; ' 

©p AVE that when we hear any good Voice, we may 


immediately affirm it Springs from the great | 


Heat and Moiſture of the Breaſt, which two 
qualities when they mount up to the Brain 
"Veltroy the Underftanding, but improve the 
Memory and Imagination, which are the 


two Powers made uſe of by good Preachers 


to take with their Auditory. 

he eighth Property of a good Orator, as * 
Cicero aid, 1s to have a Tongue well-hung; 
vlb and well-practiſed, which 1s a Gitt that 
cannot light on Men of great Underſtanding: 
tor to be {o ready there is required much Heat 
and a Modcrate Drynels, which 1s not to be 
tound among the Melancholic,whether Natu- 
- v15.4 Tally or by Aduſtion, 4rz//otle proves it 1n ask- 


* BS © I 


Prob. 10g this Queſtion,*Mhy thoſewho have an Impe- 


MAXVII drment 12 therr Speech are held all to be of a Melan- 
4 Joly (omplex101 * 'T o which Problem he an- 
iwered 11 my Opinion very il, laying,the Me- 
[ancholic have a very {trong Imagigation, and 


i that their 'Fongue cannot Walk faſt enough 


lor the things their Imagination Dictates, 


which occations them to Trip, in their Speech | 
and Starnmer. But this comes not from thence; 


Þut rather from this, that the Melancholic 
Mave always abundance of Froth and Spittl 
mn ther Mouths, chro? which diſpoſition they 

a . bave 
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have a moiſt Tongue and Slippery, a thing 


calie to be diſcerned, conſidering that ſuch | 


are obſerved to be great Spitters. Ariſtotle 
| himſelf gave this very Reaſon ; when he en- 
quired. * Why ſome Heſitate and Stammer 11 
Speaktng ? To which he Anſwers, that they 
have a very cold and moiſt Tongue, which 
are twoqualities that render it keavy,and as it 
were paralitic,{o that it cannot follow the Ima- 
gination faſt enough. Toremedy which, he 
fays 1t 15 good to Drink a little Wine,or betore 
they appear to diſcourſe in preſence of the 
Auditory, to clear the Voice by Hollowing, 
for thereby the'Tongue gets Heat and Dries, 


Ariſtotle affirms alſo that this detect of not 


Speaking Plain may ariſe from too much Heat 
and Dryneſs in the Tongue,which he proves 


"T. Se. 
Pros Þ IT. 


by an Inſtance of the Choleric, who in the 


height of their Paſſion cannot Speak a Word, 
but when they are not vext or provok'd are 
very Eloquent ; on the Contrary, fome Fleg- 
matic Men whocan hardlySpeak uaprovok d, 
when they are once heated deliver very ele- 
9ant Diſcourſes. The Reaſon of this is ma- 


| nifeſt, for tho” it be true, thar the Heat ſpeeds | 


the Imagination, and the T ongue allo, yet 
this Heat may ſo exceed that it may deſtroy 
the Imagination, and Junder 1t from finding 
ſharp Words and ſubtil Anſwers, and caute 


inc Tongue not to Articulate, from an over. 


 &reat Drynels, as we ice from Drinking a 
vtttle Water, a Man {peaks the better. 
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The Tryal of Wits. — Chap. XII, 
The Choleric unmoved Speak Well and 


Readily, becauſe they then have the degree 
of Heat requiſite to the Tongue, and io a 


good Imagination ; but being put into a Pal- 
{10n, the Heat riſes a degree higher thaa 1t 
ought, and perturbs the Imagination. The 


Flegmatic being unprovoked, have a very 


Cold and Moitt Brain ; whence nothing ot- 
ters to their Speech, and their Tongue 1s re- 


laxed with too much Moi{ture ; but when 
they arc Vext, and their Gall once ſtirred, 
the Heat gets a Degree, and quickens their 
Imagination, which occaſions much to offer 
to be ſaid, and their Tongue 1s freed from 
Impediment when once it 1s Heated. Such 
have no good Talent in Verſitying, for the 
are Cold of Brain ; but when they are Heat- 
ed, they make better Verſes, and with more 
caſe, againſt thoſe that nettle them: To 


which purpoſe Javeral aid, 


91 Natura neat, facit Inaionatio ver (um. 


It Nature wanting be to make the Poet, 
Choler alone {erves for a Mule to do it. 


'nderſtanding, cannot be good Orators, nor 
700d Preachers, and particularly inaſmuch 
25 the Action requires they ſhould ſpeak 
ſometimes High, and ſometimes Low, and 
*32t {Uch as are flow Tongued, cannot pro- 

NOUBCe 


thro? this detect of Tongue, Men of great 
i} 
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| B nounce without Bawling with open Throat, 
, B which 1s one of the Things that tire the Au- 

| ditors : Accordingly Ar;/otle inquires, * *XI.Ses. 
Why thoſe of flow Speech cannot feed Low, To Fi 
which he Anſwers very well, that the Tongue | 
which 1s 251t wereGlued to the Palate by the 
oreat Moiſture, better diſengages it ſelf by 
Force, than if one ſhould gently endeavour it : 
even as he that would raiſe a heavy Launce, 
taking it by the end, would raiſe it better all 
2t once, and by a Jerk, than mn raiſing it by 
little and little. 

It ſeems to me I have well prov'd that the 
cood Natural Qualities a perfect Orator ought 
to have, ariſe trom the Imagination , tor 
the moſt part, and ſome from the Memory : 
and if it be true that the great Preachers of 
our Times pleaſed the People becaule they 
are furniſhed with the ſame qualities we have 
Spoke of, it follows then, that he who proves 
an Eminent Preacher, knows very little of 
School Divinity, and he that 1s a good School- 
Divine cannot Preach, thro? the great contra- 
riety that the Underitanaing carries with the 
Imagination. 

Ariſtotle knew well by experience, that 
tho? the Orator Studies Natural and Moral! 
Pluloſophy, Phyſ1c, Metaphylics, the Laws, 
the Mathematics, Aitrology, and all the other 
Arts and Sciences, yet he knows no more of 
them than the Flowers, and retains only the 
aolt received Propoiitions, without fetching 

(7 23- troin 


The Tryal of Wits. Chap. XIT. 
from the Rootthe Reaſon and Cauſe of any of 
them ; But he believed the not underſtanding 


: Divinity; nor the true and eſſential reaſon of 


Things, aroſe from their not making, Search 
and Fnquir y 1NtO it. Accordingly he En- 
aures, Why, and 1 what wethink he Philoſo- 
pher dffors trom the Orator, fince they both 
Study Philoſophy: To which Problem he 


Anſwers, that the Philoſopher employs his 


whole Study to find out the Reaſon and the 


Caulc of cach Effect, and the Orator only to 
Inow the Eftect, and no more. But indeed 


there 15 no other Reaſon of Difterence than 


this ; thar Natural Philoſophy belongs to the 
Underſtanding, of which Faculty the Orators 
are 1n Want, and to picrce nodceper in Philo- 
fophy than a Super cial Knowledgeot the Na- 
cure of Things. The ſamedifterence is found 
berween the School-Divine, and the Poſitive, 
ior own knows the Reaſon of that which 
Concerns his Faculty; and the other the moſt 
TIO Propotitions, and no more. The 
Caſe itanding thus, 1t proves a very danger- 
ous Thing: that the Preacher ſhould have *the 
OSice and [Aur! hor ity of Teaching the Truth 


© Clritian people, and the Auditory be 
, o>1:ged to believe it, and yet this Preacher 1s 
detective in this Power by which Truths are 


argged up trom their Roots; wemay with ju- 


| {rICE app!y if him theſeW arde of our SaV1OUr. 
ap © [Left liiers alone, they are Blind leaders of the 


Blind, an if the Bliza lead the Blind oth 
{ al; 
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(ha all fall into the Ditch.*Tisan intolerable thing 
to ſee with what Aſſurance ſome pretend to 
Preach, tho? they Underſtand not a tittle of 
School-Divinity; nor have the leaſt Natural. 
diſpolition to Learn 1t. St. Pau! complains 
heavily of theſe Men, when he ſays, * The\*, In. 
> chap. i 
exd of Communion 75 Charing: oh of A 
pure Heart, and of a good Conſcience, and of 
Faith unfeigned : From which fome having ſwer- 
wed, haveturned aſide unto vain Jang ling: De- 
b- firing to be Teachers of the Law, Under ſtanding 
neither what they ſay wor what the y affirm. 

The idle Talk and Prating of the Germaz, 
Engliſh, Flemiſhand Freach Divines, andthereſt 
of the Northern Nations, has often hazarded 
the ruin of the Chriſtian Auditory, with all 
their Skill in Languages, and cheir Graces and 
Ornaments of Preaching ; becauſe they had 
not that Underitanding proper to find out the 
iruth. And that they are for the molt part 
unfurniſhed of Underitanding, we have al- 
ready proved from the Opinion of Ariflc- 
te, and from many Reaſons and Exper! 
ments produced to that purpoſe. Bur it thc 
Enzliſh, and German Auditories would have 
regarded what Sr. Paul writ to the Ro#4s, 
(who were ſurrounded and circumvent od 
with falfe 'Tcachers) it may be they would 
not fo eaſily have been deceived, * Now I 

veſeech 1 ve BYe ethrey mark them whice cauſe Diviſ- | 
v1 aud Offences, contrary to the Doftria which 
Ye * have Learned, 2n% 4V018 them; for they that 
ar: 
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are ſuch, ferve not our Lord Telus Chriſt, but 
their own Bellies, and by good Words and fajr 
Speeches deceive the Hearts of the Simple, 

Beides this, we have already proved, that 
thoſe who are furniſhed with a good Imagi- 
nation are Choleric, Subtil, Malitious, and 
Cavillers, who are ever inclined to Evil, and 
know as well how to compaſs it with great 
Dexterity and Crait. 

_ Ariſtotle demands of the Orators of his 
time, * Why do we call the Orator crafty and not 
the Minſtril zor Ators ſo? And thedifficulty 
would have grown yet greater, had Ar:/fotl? 
known that Muſic and AtQting are works of 
the Imagination. To which Problem he an- 
{wers, that the Winſtrils and Stage-Players 
have no other Aim more than to divert the 
Houſe, but that the Orator labours to pro- 
cure ſomething for himſelt, therefore he has 
occaſion to uſe Wiles and Fetches, to the end 
the Audience may not diſcover his Drift and 


Irving 
Dei1gn. 


Such Properties as theſe have thoſe falſc 
Preachers, of whom the Apofle ſpeaks, Wri- 
ting to the * Corinthians. But I fear leſt by 
any means as the Serpent beguiled Eve through 


his Subtilty, ſo your Minds ſhould be corrupted 


from the ſimplicity that is in CuxisT. For {ach 


" Hh 


are fatje A pojtles; accettful workers transforming 
themſclues inio the Apoſtles of CurisT ; and no 
marvel, for Satan himſelf is transformed into an 
Anzrl of Lieht, therefore it is ao oreat thing if 

2 > Cf his 
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his Miniſters alſo be transformed as Miniſters 4 
of Righteouſneſs, whoſe end [hail be according to 
cheer Works. All which Properties are well 
known to be the Works of the Imagination, 
and that Ariftotle {aid very well, that the 


0 


Orators are Crafty, and Cunning, becauſe 

they always purſue their own Intereſt. _ þ 
V/e have already ſaid above, that thoſe who J 

have a ſtrong and powerful Imagination are b 17 

of Conſtitution very Hot, and from this Heat TY 


ipring three principal V ices in Man, Pride, 'Þ 
Giuttony, and Luxury ; whereupon faid the + 
Apoſtle, * For they that are ſuch, ſerve not Our + p,_ 
Lord eſis Chriſt, but their own Bellies, And xvi. 
accordingiy they Endeavour to Interpret the 

Holy Scriptures after {ſuch a Manner as agrees 

beſt with their Natural Inclination, giving 
thoſe to underſtand who know little, thar - 
Prieſts may Marry, that there is no occaſion 

tor Lent or Faſting Days, nor that the Sins 

we commit againſt God are to be diſcovered 

to a Conteſſor. And tricking them with a 
wrong Application of Scripture, they Colour 

their Vices and ill Actions with the Appear- 

ance of Virtues, to be by the Peopleelteemed 


ior Saints. 
Now that from*Heat proceed theſe three 
bad Inclinations, and from Cold the contrary # 
. Virtues, Ar:i/fotle proves, ſaying thus, * That * xxx. || 
from Heat and Cold proceed all the Conditions S*Q.Prob.\} 
and Habits of Men, becauſe that. theſe two Qua- . 


(ities alter our Natures more than any other : 


Whence 
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Whence it comes that Men of great Imagi- 
nation are ordinarily Lewd and Vitious, for. 
they give themſelves up to purſue the bent of 
their Natural Inclination, and want no Wit 
or Ability to be lewd. And therefore Ar/- 


x1 fotle asked, * Why Man,who has the moſt Kpiow- 
Sedt. Prob. leave, 7s the oſt unjuſt of all the other Creatures? 


VIE. 


To which Problem he Anſwers that as Man 
has a good Wit, and a great Imagination, fo 
he finds out more Ways to do Evil; and as he 
naturally defires Pleaſure, and to be Superior 
ro all, and happier than others, ot neceſſity 


he mult offend, for thoſe things cannot be 


purſued without doing Wrong to many. 
But Ari/totle knew neither how to put this 
Problem, nor to anſwer it, as it ought. He 
inight better have asd, Why ill Men ordi- 
narily are of the greateſt Wit, and amongit 
them, ſuch as have greater Abilities commit 
the lewdelt Pranks, ſince it is more Rea- 

{on that great Wit and Ability ſhould rather 
incline a Man to Yirtue and Goodneſs than 
to Vices and Villanies The Anſwer to 
this is, that thoſe who exceed in Heat, are 
People of great Imagination, and the fame 
Heat that makes them ingenious, tends no 
leſs to make them Lewdeand Vicious. But 
whenthe Underſtanding predominates, ordi- 
narily the Man inclines to Virtue, becauſe 
ihis Power is founded in Cold and Dry, from 
vJuch twoqualiocs proceed ieveral Virtues, 
Ch a5CContinence, Humility and 1 emperance, 


ang 
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and from Heat the contrary. Which Phi- 
loſophy 1t Arifforle had underitood, he would 
have known how to Anſwer this Problem, 
which demands, * What is the Reaſo; that " "i 
Strolliag-Players, Sutlers, TInz-keepers, Vint- rx 
ners,Cooks, Alehouſckeepers, Butchers, g that #0 
fay, all the Crafts-men of Bacchs, and merr an 

making, with the ſeveral Retainers to Oradinarzes, 
and Gaming-houſes,arefor the moſt part of iLewd 
and profligate Life? To which he anſwers, 
| that being imployed inthoſe Idle Trades they 
have no leiſure to be ſerious, and fo they pals 
away their time 1n Debauchery, to which 
their Poverty contributes, which of it {elf is 
wont to lead tomany Evils alone. But indeed 
this is not the true Reaſon ; rather he might 
have faid, that to act Comedies, and to order 
Merry-makings, ſprings from a difference 
of Imagination, which invites to this manner 
of Living. And as this difterence of Ima- 
oination conlifts in Heat, all {ſuch people 
have very keen Stomachs, and a ſharp Ap- 
petite to Eat and Drink ; and 1 they {hould 
vive themſelves to Letters, they would make 
no Hand of it ; Nay, tho” t they were Rich, 
they would proſtitute themſelves to thele Of. 
tices, were they Baſer than they are, tor 
each Man's Genius and Dilpoſition runs to 
the Art that ſuits beſt with it. Whereupon | : 
Ariſtotle demanded, * Why Merz are more Con- _* 54 Bal. 
>5g 
verſant 12 baſe Employments i they be their x 
Choiſe, than is FHoneft Cnes, 4s for Inſtance to pla 
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The Tryal of Wits. Chap. XII. 
the Tugler, Mimick, or Trumpeter, but take no 
pleaſure in being Orators or Aſtronomers ? Yo. 
which Problem he Anſwers very well, laying, 
that a Man ſoon finds to what Art his Natu- 
ral Diſpoſition leads, becauſe he has ſome- 
what within him that "Teaches him; Nay, 
Nature goes {o far with Incentives, that tho? 
the Artor Employment be 10 little agreeable, 
to the Dignity of him that learns it, he ap- 
plies himiclf/i{trait to it, and not to other 
Honorable Exercifcs. | 

But ſince we have allowed this difierence 
of Wit as improper for the Function of a 
Preacher, and that we are obliged tog've and 


", 


aſſign to each difference of Wit, the Science 


that {utes belt in particular with it; ir 1s con- 


venient to aſhion whar difterence of Wit he 
ought to have, to whom the Office of Preach- 
ing 1s truſted, which 1s of ſo great importance 
to a Chrittian State. You are to conceive, 
that tho' we have already proved, that it 1m- 
plies a Natural Repugnance to aſſociate a 
great Underitanding with a large Tmagina- 
tion and Memory, yet 1s there no Rule fo 
Geacral in any Art but admits of ſome limits 


and exceptions. In the laſt Chapter but one |} 


cf this Book, we {hall prove ar large, that 


when Nature 1s i{trong with all her Forces, 


_ and meets no Obſtacle, the makes ſo perfect 


a diftcrence of Wit, that ſhe unites in one 2 
great Underitanding with a great Imaginat!- 
ON and Memory, as it thote Powers were 

not 
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not Contrary, or held any Natural Oppoſiti- 
ON." - 
Theſame is the moit proper and conveni- 
ent qualification for the Employment of a 
Preacher, if it could be found in many per- 
ſons, but ( as we ſhall declare in the fore- 
cited place) they are ſo few, that I have 
found but one of a hundred Wits under this 
Conſideration. And therefore we muſt look 
out another difference of Wit more familiar 
tho? leſs perfect than the former. For you 
are to underſtand that there is a great Diſſen- Ls 
tioa between the Pliyſitians * and Philoſo- "G-!-1ib. Wh 
_ phers in refolvins the Temparament and - we 
qualities of Vinegar, of Choler adult, and 
of Aſhes; in as much as thoſe things at one 
time are the effect of Heat, and at another of 
Cold. And upon this they tell into different 
Opinions, but the "Truth 1s, that all theſe 
things that ſuffer Aduſtion, and conſumeand 
waite by Fire, are of a various Tempera- 
ment. The greater part of the Subject 15 Cold 
and Dry, but there are other parts intermuxt, 
ſo ſubtil and dehcate, andotfuch Order and 
Heat, that tho' they be little in Quantity, yet 
_ they Act with moreEfhcacy thanall the orher 
parts together. Accordingly we lee Vinegar, 
and Melancholy through Adultion pierce and 
leaven the Farth with their Heat, and ciofe 
- not, tho? the moit part of thote Humors ate 
old. 


W hence 
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Whence we may gather that the Melancho- 
lic by Aduttion unite a great Underſtanding 
with a great Imagination ; but they all are 
weak of "Memory, becauſe the ſame Aduſti- 
on dries and hardens the Brain. They make 
good Preachers, ar leaſt they are the beſt to 


bc found, next thoſe perfect ones we have 


{poke of; tor tho' they are Weak of Memory, 


their own Invention is fo large that their very 
Imagination ſerves them in lieu of Memory 
and Remembrance, {upplying them with 
Figures, and turniihing them wherewith to 
Speak, without ſtandi 12 11 need of any thing, 
which they have not, who Con their Sermons 
Word by Word; for if they make the leaſt 
Trip, they preſently loſe ther Cue, without 
being provided with Matter enough tO reco- 
ver themlelves, 

Now that Melancholy by Aduition has 
this Variety of 'I'emperament, of Cold and 
Dry, torthe Underſtanding, and of Heat tar 
the Imagination, Ariſtotle declares -in theſe 
Terms, That + Melancholy Mem are of Temper, 
various ad unqual, becauſe the Adnſt C *boler 


7s 4 humor very varions and unequal, zt bein? 


equally capable of Flot aud Cold in EXITCArms by 


THY FS ; 
The Tokens by which this Temperament 


may be diſcerned, are very evident, their 


Complexion is of a Gark Green or Olive, their 
Eyes very red, for which Reaſon he ts called a 


Bloody-E jed-Man | the Head Black and Wy 
Fleit 


Y be 
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Fleſh hard and hairy, great Veins, are very 7% re 
oo0d Company, and affable, but Luſtful, ** on 1 
Proud, Stately, Blaſphemers, Crafty, Double, rough :he- 
Injurious, Friends of ill Doing, and Revenge-5- Fg | 
fil, This 1s to be underſtood when Melan- Bratn. 
choly is kindled for if it be cooled, forthwith Aritt. Ub. 
ariſe 1n then the contrary Virtues, Chaſtity, Vigi. os 
Humility , Fear, and Reverence of God , 
Charity, Mercy, and deep Acknowledgement 

of their Sins, with Sighs and Tears. By 

reaſon of which, they ive in perpetual War 

and Strite, withoutever enjoying Eaſe or Reſt. 

Now Vice prevails in them, and then Virtue 

but with all theſe Faults, they are the Ws 
1ngenious, and able, for the Service of Preach- 

ing: and for all ſorts of things wherein world. 

ly Wiſdom is required ; becauſe they havea., > 
oreat Underſtanding to find the Truth, and 

a powertul Imagination to per fwade. In 

order to this, let us ſee what God did when 

he would faſhion a Child iz his Mother*s 

Womb, to the end he might be able ro diſco- 

ver tO the World the coming of his Son, and 

have the Gitt to prove and per ſwade, that 

Jeſus Chriſt was the Meſſiah promiſed under 

the Law ; "and we ſhall find, that making 

him of a great Underſtanding and 
Imagination, it fell of courſe; ob- 


mg at reveal his Son 1@ 1 


burnt Choler. This will appear e. Paul t» che Gal. c. | |; 
_ plain, 
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The Tryal of TUits, Chap. XI). 
plain, if we conſider with what Fire and Fury 
he perſecuted the Church, and the pain the 
Synagogues were 1n,- When they ſaw him 
Converted, in having loſt a Man of ſo great 
Importance to themſelves, and of ſuch Ad- 


vantage to the contrary Party. 


"LL 07:27, 
© /44Þ # 


This alſo appears by the Reparties iull of 
rational Choler with which he {ſpoke and an- 
{wered the Proconſuls and Judges that ap- 
prehended him, defending his own Perlon, 
and the Name of Jeſus Chriſt, with ſuch Skill 
and Dexterity, as confounded them all. E- 


ven though he had an Impediment in his 


Speech, and was not ready in Utterance; 
which Property, Ar:i/forle ſays, falls to the 
Melancholic, by Aduſtion. 

The Vices he confeſſed himſelf ſubject to 
before his Converſion, ſhew him to have 
poſſeſſed this Temperament. He was a Blaſ- 


phemer and Injurious Perſecutor, which are the 


eftects of a great Heat : But the moſt evi- 
cent 'Foken importing that he had that adult 
Choler may be collected from the continual 
Conflict which he confeſſed was within him, 
between the Superior and Infetior part, ſay- 
ing, * 1 ſee another Law in my Members warring 
againſt the Law of my mind, and bringing mt 
tato Captivity to the Law of Sin, 'To which 
inward Contention we have prov*d accord- 
ing to the Opinion of Ariffotle, the Melan- 
cholic by Aduſtion are ſubject. True 1t 15, 
15 tome Glots (and very well) this ON 

arilcs 


a; 
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ariſes from the diſorder Original Sin has raiſ- 
ed between the Fleſh and Spirit, though ne- 
vertheleſs being ſo fierce and conſtant, I am 
of Opinion it proceeded alſo from the ine- 
quality of the Black Choler that remained in 
his Natural Conſtitution. Incfie&tthe Royal 
Prophet David participated (equally) of O- 
riginal Sin, yet complained not ſo much of 
it, as St. Paul, but on the contrary athrmed, 
he found the Inferior Part in Conſent with 
Reaſon , when he would rejoice: in God. _ 
* My heart and my fleſh have rejoiced in the li- + pry... 
virg God, And as we [hall ſhew iti the lalt Ixxxiv- 
Chapter ſave one, David had the beſt Tem- 
perament Nature could give, and, according 
to the Opinions of all the Pluloſophers, the 
{ame which ordinatily inchnes a Man to be 
Virtuous, without much Contradiftion from 
the Fleſh. 
The Wits then that ſhould be made choice 
of for Preachers, in the fir{t place are thoſe 
that unite a great Underſtanding with a great 
{magination and Memory, whoſe Tokens 
we {hall treat of in the laſt Chapter {aveone. 
For want of ſuch, there ſucceed in their 
room thoſe that are Melancholic by Aduttion ; 
who unite a great Underſtanding with a great 
Imagination, but are wanting 1n Memory, 
and accordingly have no ſtore of Words, nor 
tow with a full ſtream betore the Auduory. 
In the third Rank are Men of a great Under- 
*tanding, without Imaginationand Memory , 
Rai © theſe 


244 
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theſe Preach not gracefully, but Preach ſound 
Do&rin. The laſt (to whom I would not 
recommend the Preaching Function) arethoſe 
who join a happy Memory to a vaſt Tmagji- 
nation, but want Underitanding, Theſe 
draw all the People after them, and hold 
them well pleaſed, and in ſuſpenſe, but when 
they dream but a little of it, are1n a fair way 
to the Inquiſition ; becauſe, * By good Words 
and fair Speeches they deceive the Hearts of the 


Simple. 
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CHAP. XI 


That the Theory of the Laws pertains to 
the Memory ; Pleading Cauſes and 
Judging them (which is the Praftic ) to 
the Underſtanding ; and Governing of a 


C ommonwealth, to the Imagmation. 


W—_ —_ 


T i not without a Myſtery, that in the 
8 Spaniſb Tonguethis Word Letrado, Letter- 
ed 15 a common "Term denoting all ſorts ot 
Lettered Men, as well Divines, as Lawyers, 
Phyſicians, Logicians, Philoſophers, Orators, 
Mathematicians, and Aſtrologers ; neverthe- 
leſs when it-is ſaid, Faulano es letrado, ſuch 4 
one i5 Letter'd, we all underſtand with one 


conlent, the Skillin the Laws is his Profeſſion, 
asif it were his proper and peculiar Style, and 


of 
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of no others. Altho? to ſolve this Doubt be 


eaſy, nevertheleſs to do it ſatisfactorily, it 15 
requiſite to know firſt, what the Law is, and 


what Obligations they are under who apply 
themſelves to the Study of this Profeſſion, to 


be afterwards made uſe of in the Employment 
of Judges or Advocates. The Law (to 
take it right) is nothing but the reaſonable 
Will of the Legiſlator, by which he ſets forth 
and declares in what manner ſuch Caſes {hall 
be determined, as are ordinarily emergent in 
the Commonwealth, for conſerving the Sub- 
jects in Peace, and directing them how they 
are tolive ; and what they are to ftorbear. I 
ſaid 4 reaſonable Will, becauſe it is not ſufficient 
that a King or Emperor (who are theefficient 


Cauſe of the Law) declare their Will at any 
rate, that it may be Law; for if the fame be 


not Juſt and Reaſonable, neither 1s.1t nor can 


it be called a Law, no more than heisa Man, 
who wants a Reaſonable Soul. And there- 
fore it has been agreed, that Kings {houlden- 
at their Laws with the Advice of very Wiſe 
and Underſtanding Men; to the end they 
ſhould be right, equal, and good, and the 
Subjects ſhould receive them willingly, and 
be the more oblig*d to keep and obſervethem. 
The material Cauſe of the Law, 1s what 1s 


done in ſuch Caſes as ordinarily happen inthe 


Commonwealth, after the Order of Nature, 
and not of utter Impoſlibilities, or of rare 
Contingencies, 'The Final Cauſe 1s, to order 

R 3 - 


"ho 


#7 W 


21s that 


Lira th 


1anded, 


y God, but what 
FIIKg þ od ver I have Coms-' 


oſervve and ds own Senſe, but be diretted by the At- 
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the Lite of Man, to teach him what to do, 
and what to forbear, that {o beins conforma- 
ble to Reaſon, the Commonwealth may be 
prelery'd in Peace. For which end the Laws 
are appointed tobe Written in clear Words, 
not Equivocal, Obſcure, or of divers Senſes: 
without Cyphers, or Abbr eviations, but ſo 
Obvious and Maniteſt, that whoever reads 
them may readily underſtand and bear them 
in mind. And becauſe none may plead Igno- 
rance of them, they areappointed to be openly 
Proclaim'd, that whoever breaks them may 
be Puniſhed. 
In reſpect therefore of the Care and Dili- 
genceobſerv*'d by good Legiſlators, that their 
Laws {hould be juſt and clear, Judgesand Ad- 
vocates had given chem? in Charge; 
: not a» ſo rothe That in Actions, r Judgments, 
none of them ſhould ne in their 


i ; rhou Jhals not add (hoyity of the Laws, Thatis to ſay; 


Foereto ; 


therefrom. © 


or diminijh 


not to diſpute if the Law be Juſt, 
or Unjuſt, nor to give it any other 
Senſe than it naturally bears, according to 
the Letter. From whichit follows, that the 
Lawyersare to keep cloſe to the Text of the 


{aw, and take the meaning which is drawn iſ 


from thence, and no other. 

'This DoQtrin being ſuppoſed, it is eaſie to 
anderſtand whence the Lawyer 1s called Le- 
/r449, and other Lettered Men not 1o ; which 


is tO lay, het s /etra dado, Hed to the | Letter, 
a 
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, 8 a Man that is not left at liberty to judge ac- 
cording to his own Underſtanding, but is ob- 
liged to follow the very Letter. 
Which having been ſo conſtrued by thoſe 
who are the beſt Praftiſed in this Profeſſion, 
they dare neither Affirm nor Deny any thing 
concerning the Decifion of any Caſe, it they 
have.not before them the Law deciding it in 
| expreſs Terms ; and if at any time they ad- 
| vance any thing of their own Head, inter- 
poſing their own Authority and Reaſon, with- 
out founding it on the Law, they do it not 
without Doubting and Modeſty ; and ac- 
cordingly we have a common Proverb, Era- 
beſcimus aum ſine lege loquimur, mporting, 
that wearea{ham'd tojudgeand adviſe where 
we have not the Law belive us, that deter- 
mines the matter. 'The Divines cannot be. 
calPd (inthis Senſe) Letrados, Learn'd, be- Aa 
cauſe in Holy Writ, * The Letter kills, but the * 11. Cor. 
Spirit gives Life. That being full of Myſteries, * IM 
and abounding with Figures, dark and not 
obvious to. every Underitanding : Its Terms 
and Manner of Speech, of a very remote Sig- 
nfication, from that given by thoſe skilled in 
thethree Vulgar Tongues. 'Theretore he that 
interprets it according tothe Letter, and takes 
the Senſe that is drawn from the. Gramma- 
tical Conſtruction will fall into many Errors. 
Nor are the Phyſicians more obliged to 
{ubmit to the Letter, tor if Hippocrates and 
Galea, and other Grave Authors of that Sci- 
| BK 4a* CC 
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ence affirm a thing, and Experience and Rea- 
_ ſon ſhew the contrary, they are not bound to 
follow them, and the reaſon is, becauſein Phy- 


ſic, Experience has more place than Reaſon, 


and Reaſon more than Authority : But in the 


Laws it happens quite otherwile, for there 
Authority,and the Decrctals have more Power 


and Prevalence than all the Reaſons to the 


contrary. Whuch being ſo, we havea way 
open to aſſign the Wit proper for the Laws ; 
for if the Lawyer 1s to have his Underſtanding 
and Imagination determined to follow blind- 
ly whatever the Law ſays, without adding or 
1iminiſhing, itis certain, this Faculty relates 
to the Memory, and all they have to do is, 
to know the number of the Laws, and the 
Rules of Right, and to bear in mind each in 
particular by Heart, to reduce to Heads every 


Caſeand its Determination ; to the end that 


as any Cale occurs, he may know what Law 


determines it, and in what manner. 'There- 


fore it ſeems to me, that the beit Difference 
of Wit for a Lawyer, 1s, to have a great Me- 
mory, anda {mall Underitanding rather than 
much Underſtandingand little Memory; for 
if he 15 not to make uſe of his Wit and Abilt- 
ty, but mult have regard to the greatnumber 
of Laws asthey are fo diſtmgu:ſhd from each 
other, with ſomany Exceptions, Reſtrictions, 
and Enlargements, 1t 15 more to the purpoſeto 
haveby Heart what 15determined by the Law 
221 each Caic that occurs, than to Diſcourle or 

Reaſon 


| 
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| Reaſon after what manner it ought to be de- 
termined ; for one is neceſſary, and the other 
;impertinent; no other Opinion being ſuiſficient 
to carry the Point but thedeciſion of the Law. 
So that it is certain, that the Theory of the 


Law belongs tothe Memory, and not to the 


| Underſtanding or Imagination ; for which 
reaſon the Laws are ſo entirely poſitive, and 
| the Lawyers have their Underſtandings 1o 


determined by the Will of the Ligiſlator, that 


| they cannot interpoſe their own Opinion, but 
where they are in doubt what the Law has 


BK declared, when their Clients conſult them, 
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they are allow'd to fay, I will look for the Caſe * 


| in my Books, which ſhould the Phyſician ſay 
| when they come for Cure of any Diſeaſe, ora 


paſs for Men of {mall Ability in their Profeſ- 
| fions. And the reaſon of it is, that theſe two 
| hft Sciences have their Definitions and Prin- 
| ciples Univerſal, under which particular Caſes 


are contain*d ; but in the Faculty of the Law, 


| each Lawcontains only one Caſe, thefollow- 


FF wgLawnotdepending on it, though they are 


placed both under one and the {fame Title. 
| Wherefore it 1s neceſlary to have notice of all 
the Laws, to Study each in particular, and to 
lay them up all diſtintly in the Memory. 
However againſt this Doctrin Plato obſerves 
| athing very conſiderable, which is, that in his 
time that Lawyer was ſuſpected that knew 
much Law by Heart (finding by Experience 


# Divine in a Caſe of Conſcience, they would 


they 


give their Opinion 1n 1t, apphed not the Law 


& 
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they never made ſuch good Judges and Plea- 
ders as their Oſtentation promiſed) of which 


-without doubt hereached not the Cauſe, ſince 


he ſaid nothing of it in ſo proper a place, only 
he ſaw by Experience, that the Lawyers of 
great Memory being to defend a Cauſe, or 


{o wel} as became them. ; | 

The Reaſon or Cauſe of this Effet is not 
hard to afhgn from this DoQtrin, ſuppoſing 
that the Memory be contrary to the Under- 


Randing, and that the true Interpretation of 


the Laws, to Amplity, to Reftrain, apd to 
Analyſe them with their Contraries and their 
Contexts, 1s done by diſtinguiſhing, conclu- 
ding, arguing, judging, and chuſing whuch 


Works, (as we have often ſaid already) are 


Acts of the Undetſtanding; and for the 
Lawyer ofa great Memory it is {carce poſſible 


he ſhould poſſeſs them. 


We have noted elſewhere, that the Me- 
mory ſeems to have no other Office 1n the 
Head, than the Truſt to preſerve the Figures 
and Idcas of things; and that the Underſtand- 
ng and Imaginatiop are Powers that work 
with them. Soasitthe Lawyer have his whole 
Art in his Memory, and yet be wanting in Un- 


_ derftanding and Imagination, he will no more 


% 


(.oac, or Digeſt it ſelf, which thaugh they 
contain all the Laws and Rules of Right, yer 
know not how to Writeeyer a Letter in the 
Pools, - parmacr- 


c able to Judge or Plead a Cauſe than the 
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Furthermore, though it be true, that the 
Law ought to be ſuch as its Definition im- 
ports, yet 1s it no leſs than a Miracle to find 
things with all the Pertedtions the Under- 
ſtanding feigns in them. "That the Law be juſt 
and reaſonable, that it foreſee and provide 
againſt all that may happen ; that it be Writ 
in clear Terms, void of Ambiguities, or Oppo- 
ſitions, and admit no different Senſes, 1s not 
always to be attain*d, becauſe in a word, it 
has beeneſtabliſhed by Man's Council, which 
isnot of ſufficient force to providetorall Con- 
ringencies, as 15 ſeen by daily Experience : 
for after a Law has been Bnatted, upon due 
Advice and Conſultation, in a {ſhort time it 
comes tobe Abrogated, becauſe between its 7: WW 
Promulgation and Execution a thouſand In- 7/-4z5-- o 
conveniences diſcover themſelves, which were =" j 
never dreamt of, in the Conſults of Making it. :5-- 5» 
For which reaſon, the Law dire Kings and 57” *" amt 
Emperors to think it no ſhame to mend and wigom WW 
correct Laws; becauſe after all, they are Men, <bp '*. i 
and no wonder that they Err. So much the [EY 
rather, becauſe there 15 no Law that can com- 
prehend in Words or Sentences all the Cir- 
cumiſtances of the Caſe tobe decided; becauſe 
the Wicked have more Fineneſs to tind out 
Tricks, than the Good have Skill to try or 
give Judgment upon them. And therefore 4 
it was ſaid, * That zt #5 impoſſible towrite Laws « "2. ie: 
or Ordinances of the Senate in ſuch a maziner as legss F. d 
they ſhall embrace ali Caſes that may happea, '*® | 


and 


| Sales-man; that has in his Shop abundance of 
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and therefore it is enough to determine thoſe that 
ordinarily fall out : For if there come any other 
which are not-pointed to or decided 1n the 
expreſs Terms of any Law ; the Law is not 
{ſo lame in its Rules and Principles, but it the 


Pleader or Judge, have a good Underſtanding 
to know how to apply them, they: may find | 


out their true Determination and Defence, 
and whence to draw them. 

Tf it ſhould ſo prove that there are more 
Caſes than Laws, it is requiſite the Judge or 
Advocate ſhould have a great deal of Under- 
ſtanding to make new Laws, not any how,but 
{uch as from their Conſonance to Reaſon may 
be received without contradiction. Thus the 
Lawyeps of a great Memory cannot effect, 
for if the Caſes that Art has thrown into their 
Mouths are not minced and chew'd betore- 
hand, they are at a loſs-xwhat to do. The 


Lawyer of large Memory 1s compared to a 


Suits ready made, and to fit him that wants, 
iets him try *em all, and if none of them will 
do, he let his Cuſtomer go ; but the Lawyer of 
z00d Underſtanding, 1s like a good Taylor, 
with his Sheers in his Hand, and his piece of 
Cloath on the Board,who having taken Mea- 


fure,cuts out the Suit according to hs Size that 


i5 to have it. The Sheers of a good Pleader 1s 
his ſharp Underſtanding, with whicithe takes 
meaſure of the Caſe, and Cloaths it with a 
{aw that decides it, and 1t he finds not _ 
A 


my 
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all of-a-piece to decide it in expreſs Terms, he 
makes a Suit of the Remnants and Pieces of 
the Law wherewith to cover and piece it 
out. ” 

The Lawyers who are furni{h'd with ſuch 
a Wit and Ability, are not to be ſtiled Le- 

| trados, ſeeing they don't Conltrue the Letter, 

nor are tied to the Terms of the Law; they 

| ſeem to be rather Legiſlators, or Counſellors, 
of whom the Laws themſelves go a begging 

what they will have them to determine ; for 
if they have Power and Authority to Inter- 
pret, to Reſtrain, to Amplify them, todraw 

Exceptions and Failures jrom them, if they 

| may corre(t and amend them, it was well | 
| id that they ſeem to be Legiſlators. Offuch ity 

S 4 Skill as this it WAS ſaid, * By the KR powledge *R_ de ie. Fl 

| of the Law is not meant to have by rote the for= gibus 

| mal Terms in which they are Written, but to take _ r__ 
notice of their full Force and Power, But to 1798 
know the Laws, 1s duly to comprehend how 

| far their force extends, what point they have 

| power to determine; rhe Reaſon of them be- 

ing ſubject to many Alterations, upon the 

(core of Circumſtances of Time, Place, Per- 

ſon, Means, Matter, Cauſe, and the Thing it 
lelt ; all which Confiderations diverſify the 

Determination of the Law. And it the Judge, 
or Pleader, have not Underſtanding ſuihcienc 
to conclude from the Law, or to take away, 
or add, what is in expreſs Words in the Law, 

| he will commit many Errors in ſticking to 
” ms 
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the Letter. Upon which ground it is faid, 

* Gloſſ. in * The Words of the Law are not to be #aken in 

| cam! the Jewiſh manner ; Which is to Conſtrue the 

paſcis, ver. _ : | 

 aliquas, de Letter, and take only the literal Senſe. 
_ danno it From whathas been {aid we may conclude, 
= that Pleading is a Work of the Underſtand- 
ing, and thatifthe Lawyer have a great Me- 
mory, he 1s not in the leaſt able to Judge or 
Plead, becauſe of rhe Contrariety of theſe 
two Powers, and that 1s the reaſon why the 
Lawyers of great Memory, as Plato obſcrv'd, 
detend not Cauſes well, nor apply the Laws 
as they ought. But here ariſes a Dithiculty 
in this Doctrin, and that in appearance no 
{light one, That if i be true that the Under- 
{ſtanding is that which puts the Cale in the 
Law, and determines the ſame by diſtinguiſh- 
ing, limiting, amplifying, inferring, and an- 
{wering the Arguments of the contrary Part, 
how 1s it poſhble that the Underſtanding 

ſhould do all this, if the Memory preſent not - 
all the Law toit; for as we have ſaid before, 
it 1s order?d, That in Aidtions and Judgments 
0 Maz ts to follow his owa Senſe, but 1s to be led 
by the Authority of the Laws, According to 
this, he muſt firſt know the whole Body of 
_ theLaw, andall the Rules thereof, before he 
be able to meet with what is for the purpoſe 
in his Caſe, tor though we have ſaid the Plea- 
der of good Underſtanding is Matter of the 
Laws, yet all Ins Reaſons and Arguments 
muſt be built on, and drawn from the Prin- 
cipics 
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ciples of that Faculty, without which they 
are of no force or validity. But to.be able to 


do'this there ought to be a vaſt Memory to 
keep and retain fo great a number of Laws as 


| are Writ in the Books. This Argument proves 
| it neceſſary for an accompliſhed Pleader to 
| have a great Underſtanding joined with a 


good Memory. All which 1s confeſſed, bur 


| What I would fay, is, that ſince a great Un- 
derſtanding with a good Memory is not to be 


met with (becauſe of the Repugnance there 


is between them) it is better that thePleader 
be provided with a good Underitanding, and 
an indifferent Memory, than to have a great 
Memory with a {mall Underſtanding ; ſeeing 
that to {upply the Detect of Memory, there 
ar2 many Remedies, ſuch as Books, Tables, 
Alphabets, and ſeveral other Inventions of 


Men; but if the Underſtanding be defeftive, 


there is no Remedy to be applied to thar. 
| Beſides, Arz/totleſaid, that Men of great Un- 
derſtanding, though they be deficient in Me- 
mory, have yet a great Remembrance, by 
means of which they retain confuſed Notices 
_ of all they have ſeen, heard, or read, revol- 
Ving upon which ; and running them over, 
they come to recollect themlelves: And tho” 
there be not ſo many Expedients to repreſent 
the whole Body of the Law to the Under- 
itanding, yet the Lawsare ſo grounded upon 
righr Reafon, that the Antients, as Plato re- 
ports, called the Law it felt by the Name of 
Prudence 
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Prudence and Reaſon. So that the Judge or 
Pleader that is furniſhed with'a good Under- 
ſtanding when he 1s Judging or grving hi 
Opinion, though he hath not the Law before 
him, ſhall yet commit fewer Errors, becauſe 
he hath with him the Inſtrument made uſe of 


by the Emperors in forming the Laws them- | 


ſelves. Accordingly we ſee it often happen, 
that a Judge being a Man of ready Wit pro- 
nounces a good Sentence without knowing 
the Deciſion of the Law, and afterwards finds 
the ſame ſo anſwered in his Books ; and this 
we ſee happens alſo to Pleaders, when they 
give their Opinion in a Caſe without Study- 
Ing. 
he Laws and the Rules of Right well 
conſidered, are the Spring and Source whence 


the Pleaders draw their Arguments and Rea- | 
ſons to prove what they pretend ; which Work 


for certain 1s pertormed by the Underſtand- 
ing, of which Power it the Pleader be unpro- 


_ vided, or have it 1n a very low degree, he 


will never have Skill to form an Argument, 


. though he knew all the Law by Rote. We 


{ce plainly that this befals thoſe that Study the 


Art of Rhetoric (wanting the Ability proper 


for 1t) that though they learn without Book 
the Topics of Cicero (which are the Foun- 
tains whence flow the Arguments that are to 


prove each Problem by the Affirmative and 
Negative) yet they never know how to raiſe - 


an Argument : And others of greater Ie 
an 


os il 
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and Abil:ty there are, , who without ſceing 2 
Book, or learning the Topics, raiſe a Thou- 
ſand Arguments accommodated to the Caſc 
in queſtion. The ſame comes to pats 1n 
Lawyers of good Memory, who can recite 
the whole Text of the Law very faithfully, 
and yet out of the vait Body of Laws know 
not how to draw one Argument to ground 
thew Opinion upon : On the other hand there 
are others who never Studied hard at Sa/a- 
manca, and yet withour poring on Books, or 
raking their Degrees, work Wonders when 
Pie come to plead a Cauſe. Hence we un- 
deritand how much it imports che Common- 
welh, that there {ho! ll be a Choice and 
Trial of Wits fit tor the Sciences, ſince therC 
are fome who without Arr underitand what 
ever they are to do, and others with a Cart- 
load of Precepts = Ruies, commur a 'Thou- 
and Ablurdities, Cal: > the ey have not rhe 
Diſpolition which © the Practice requires. $0 
then if to Jincloe and P! -ad 15 to be pertormed 
by Ditinguhins, Concluding, Arguing 
and Chujing, 18 trands ich Reaton, that he 
who applies tumſelt to the Study of the Law, 
ſhould be furniſhed wirh a good Under- 
tanding, tince thele Wor ks are the Eftects 
of that ci 1d not of the Memory or 


37 


Foot to had whether the Youch have 
this Difference of W:t, crno, 15 worth know - 
10s, bur it will be tit be! orefiand Lo diitins 
B c Gu 


cy a " n os " F y, 5 " 
Ac « - "ip Xi 
4 24 vg , = * 
Fo , LY ”» 
Cn] X Sg 


" TT SO NETS 
PER >, 
| ES. 
_ £ / - , - ro 
BE ; 4 ry L 
" * 
+ oy #* % #4 2a a 
, - » hv. 
ar 4 1 f 
R 4 a Wok IJ 8 
bp: A 8-4.92 ap " 
: ” _— ” na of . 


* Lib. de 
anuma C. 
III, 


The Tryal of Wits, - Chap. XI. 


ouiſh the Qualities poſleſt by the Underſtand- 


ing, and how many Differences it Embraces, 
tothe end we may know more diſtinatly, to 
which of theſe Differences the Study of the 
Law belongs. 

As to the firit it 15 to be noted, That 
though the Underſtanding bethe molt Noble 
Faculty in Man, and of the greateſt Dignity, 
yet is there not any that is ſo eaſily led into 
Errors about Truth as that. * Ari/totle 
attempted to prove it, affirming, That the 
Senſe 1s ever true, but that for the moſt part Þ 
the Underſtanding reaſoned ill, Which is Þ 
plainly ſeen by Experience, for were it not 
{oamoneſt the Divines, the Phylicians, the 
Lawyers, and Philoſophers, there would not 


be fo many Difſentions, fo Divers Opinions, 


{uch Variety of Judgments and Conceits upon 
every Point, there being no more than one 
Truth. 

Whence it ariſes, that the Senſes have fo 
oreat a Certainty in their Objects, and that 
the Underitanding 1s fo cafie to be impoſed 
upon 0n its part, 15 not hard to conceive, if it 
be conſidered, that the Objects of the Five 
Senſes, and the Species by which the Ob- 
jects are known, have a real, firm, and ſtable 
being by Nature, before they are known ; 
but what Truth the Underſtanding has to 
Speculate, 1t the Underitanding does not 
eve it a Frame and Faſhion, has no formal 
Being of its own, All hes diſperted and loole 
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in the Matertals, like a Houſe reſolved into 


Stone, Earth, Timber and Tiles, with which 
ſo many Frrors may be committed in Build- 


ing as there are Men that undertake to Re- 


build it, with an ill Imagination. The ſame 
thing happens in the Building raiſed by the 


Underſtanding, in framing of a Truth : For 
all, except thoſe that have a good Wit, will 


commit a Thouſand Abſurdiries, with the 


feli-ſame Principles. Hence comes that great 


Diverſity of Opinions found among Men, 
concerning the fame thing ; for every one 
gives it a Form and Figure, according to his 
Underſtanding. 

From thele Errors and Opinions ate the 
Five Senſes exempt, for neither the Eyes 
make the Colour, nor the Taſte rhe Savours, 
nor the 'Touch the Tangible Qualities, but 
the whole is ordered and compounded by 
Nature, before any one of the Senſes know's 
its Ob e&t, 

Bock Men are not well acquainted with 
this wretched Condition of the Underſtand- 
ing, they fo confidently give their Opinion, 
without knowing certainly what kind of 
Wit theirs 1s, whether it forms rhe Truth 
well or ill. And if it be not 1o, let us ask 
lome Men of Letters, who after they have 
Writ down and Confirmed their Opinion 
with many Arguments and Reaſons, and 
bave after Changed their Sentiments and Opi- 


we Can 


20Ns at another time, when or how they 
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can be aſſured that they have found out the 


Truth at laſt ? The firit tune, as they them-. 


{elves confeſſed, they have failed, ſeeing they 
unſaid all that they ia:d betore. And tor the 
ſecond, I affirm, that they are tobe yet more 
diſtruſtful of their Underſtandings, becaule 
they are to ſuſpect that that Power, which 
already once {01l] framed the 'I ruth in Con- 
dence of its Arguments and Reaſons, may 
yet again {lide into Error, whea 1t 1s ſup- 
ported by the ſame Reaſon. More elpeci- 


ally becauſc it is often fcen by Experience, 8 


that the firſt Opinion is more Probable, and 
the latter chey take up with, 1s worle and leſs 
Probable. 

They think it a ſaſncient Token that their 
Underitanding lights upon the iruth, when 
they perceive it enamoured of {uch a Figure, 
and that there wants not Arguments and 
Motives to move it to conclude in that ſort; 


but in ef this is a Fallacy, becauſe there 


is the fame Correſpondence between their 
Underitandings and its falle Notions, as 
there 1s in each of the other Inferior Powers, 
with regard to their Gbjects ; For if we ask 
the Phylicians, What Meat is beit and molt 
o Men? I beheve 


eG, 


they would anſwer, There is not any (that | 


for Diitemper'd Men and weak Stomachs) 
that is abſolutely good or bad, bur that 1t is 
[uch as the Stomach that 'receives-1t : SINCE 

there 


OY 
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there are Stomachs, according to * Galep's * Lib. E de of 
4 Fi 


Saying, that befter brook Beef than Hens =} 


and 'T routs ; and others, that have an Aver- 
ſion for Eggs and Milk ; and ſome who love 
them to the Exceſs of hurting themſelves. 
And for the manner of drefſins Meat, ſome 
aftect Roaſt, others BoiPd ; and in Roaſt, 
ſome like 1t with the Blood running: and 
others, dried and burnt to a Coal. But what 
1s moſt conſiderable, 1s, that the fame Meat 
cat to day with a great Guito and Reliſh, to 


| morrow will be Nauleated, and a worle 
# longed-for. All this is to be underſtood , 
when the Stomach is good and ſound ; for if 
| it be out of order, and aftected with the Green 
| Sickneſs, which the Phylicians call Pfca, or 
| Malaca, then the Appetite hunts ior things. 
| which Humane Nature. abhors, as Chalk, 
| Earth, and Coals, which have a better Re- 
ih with ſuch than Hens or 'F routs. 


It we paſs to the Generative Faculty, we 


| ſhall find therein as many Appetites and Va- 


rieties ; for fome Men there are who attect a 


| Homely, and abhor a Handſom Woman ; 
| and others are better pleaſed with a Fool, 
than a Wiſe Woman; tome who lovea Lean, 


and hate a Fat one; even Silks and a gay 
Dreſs diſpleaſe thoſe, who run mad for one 
n Rags: "This 1s to be underlitood when the 
rarts of Generation are ſound; for if they 
are attended with the Diteaic of rhe Sto- 
mach, called Malac/a, or the Green-Sicknels, 

S 3 they 
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{ok they Luſt after Beſtial Uncleannefles. The 

"87 fame happens in the Senſitive Faculty, for of 

F) the tangible Qualities, Hard and Soft, Rough 

Wi and Smooth, Hot and Cold, Moilt and Dry, 

ER there 15 none of them all that equally pleaſes 

rH the "Touch of every Man ; becaule there are 

ſome who {leep better on a hard Bed than 

5g a loft, and others again better on a ſoft than 
| a hard. 

3 The ſame Varietics of Guſts and {trange 

© Appetites are found in the Compolitions of 

the Underitanding ; for if we aſſemble toge- 

thera Hundred Men of Letters, to whom 

we propoſe ſome Doubt, each of them will 

give a ſeveral Judgment, and Reaſon upon 

It in a particular manner ; One and the lame 

Argument will appear to one Sophultic, and 

to another highly probable, and to a third 

as concluding as if it were a Demonltration. . 

And this not only holds true 1n ſeveral Un- 

derſtandings, but we ſee by Experience, 

| that one and the ſame Reaſon concludes the 

{ame Underſtanding at one time, and not at 

another. Infomuch, that Men change their 

Opinions every day, ſome gaining in procels 

of Time a more delicate Wit, come to dif- 

cern the Detects of their Reaſon, by which 

they were led before ; and others loting their 

good Temperament of Brain, abhor the 

Truth, and embrace falſe Notions. - 

Bur if the Brain happens to be tainted 

with the Evil called Malacia, then we my 
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Chap. XIT1. The Tryal of Wits. 


ſee ſtrange Judgments and Compoſitions , 
falſe and weak Arguments will prevail more 
than the ſtrongeſt and moſt probable; to a 


good Argument they will find an Anſwer, 


and ſubmit to a bad ; from the Premiſes 


whence a right Concluſion might be drawn, 


they will collect a wrong ; and by ſtrange 
Arguments and extravagant Reaſons ſupport 


| their ill-grounded Fancies. "Though this 
Dottrin be moit certain and true, yet we may 
| give 1t a greater and ſtronger Demonſtra- 


tion ; if we draw ſome Inſtances out of Holy 


Writ, which will at firlt fight ſhew us the 
good and the bad Arguments of each, ari- 


{ing from good or bad Underitandings. And 


O 


| becauſe the moſt ordinary Defe& is, when 
from good Premiſes they draw an 1ll Con- 
cluſion (which 1s the greateſt Abſurdity that 


can be committed) I {hall report that Para- 


ble of St. Matthew, which tells us, That a 
certain Man undertaking 


oa Journey into a far 


Country, called his Servants, and delivered 
| to them his Goods, to one he gave Five Ta- 
lents, to another T'wo, and to another One. 


Then he that had received the Five Talents 
was ſo induſtrious as to double them ; the 
like did the {econd ; but the third went and 
digged in the Earth, and hid his Lord's Mo- 
ney. Atter a long time the Lord of thoſe 
Servants cometh and reckoneth with them. 
And fo he that had received Five Talents, 


came and brought other Five Talents, fay- 
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The Tryal of Wits. Chap. XII. 
ins, Lord thou delivered{t me Five 'Ta- 
lents, and behold T have gained beſides them 
Five Talents : he allo that had receiyed the 
1 woTalentsiard the fame; but he that recei- 
ved One, Came and jaid, Lord, I knew thee 
thar thou wer't an hard Mis N, reaping where 

thou hait not jown, ana gathering v/here 


thou hair por {rrowed, and I was afraid, 


and went end hid thy Talent in the Earth: 
Lo lo thon haft that is thine. The Ma: 
fier hipleated with this Account, thus teems 
ro Ex pon tulite the Matter with him : For I 
tlie {cit fame Reaſons you make uſe of, you 8 
cucht t0 Sar ralen care to have doubled 
your }'-\cnr ; for if I am a hard Marr, and 
reap hd J fow not, and gather W here 1 
itrow nO, ic will follow rather of cour le, 
you were to labour with the more di}igence 
to wprove your Talent, to pleaſe and Pa- 


c:i7 me as the others have done, and not to 


O 


LEP 2 W14y ty time, as if I were an ealic 
7a ,, and 4 minde: 4 notnins leis than making 
uh e Deit 6/ my Own. Accordingly, fays the 
1 ext, 1 mil 7 jits 22 thee out of thy own PMeath, 
f/5024 7 Wi. A AA fiorhful Servant ; thou "BP 
eft thai I reap where 1 ſowed pot, and gather 
where 1 have not ſirowed, thou oh? ff there 
fore to vave put my Money to the Exch, Angers, 
and. them ai my coming I {hould hawe rnd 
pine 0372 with Uſary. "Tis a thing {o -com- 
mon amons Vien of little Underitanding, to 
draw a | Rl ie : ANG OP Conclulion Tron 
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ſound and true Premiſes, that there is nothing, 


more Oramary. __ 


There are other Underſtandings no leſs 
awkward than theſe : For when they are to 


defend their Aſſertions, and prove any thing 
they offer, they alledge Reaions that make 
againſt them, not knowing what they do : 
Of this ſort are thoſe who ſhall ſay to God 
at the Day of Judgment, 1n excule of them- 
ſelves, when they are to be Condemned, 
Lord, Lord, have we not Propheſied in thy 


Name? Have we not cajt out Devils in thy 


Name? Have we not wrought Miracles 133 thy 


Neme? Whichis even as ita Gentleman that 
had-.committed High Treaſon againſt his 
Prince and his Crown, for his Defence {hould 


alledge, that he had received a Thouſand Fa- | 


vours from his Hands, and that from a low 


Degree, he had made him one of the Gran-_ 


dees of his Kingdom, and Governor of many 
Cities and ſtrong Places; which Reaſon, as 
tere 15 nothing more abſurd, ſerves only the 
more to exaſperate him, and to haſten his 
Execution. Which appears plainly from 
tneſe Words, If my Enemy had dope this, ſure- 
ly I would bear with him, but thou that eateſt 
like a Friend at my Table, &c. Such Perſons 


are accuſtomed to in{iiz on Reaſons, and ex- 


travagant Excules, that are nothing to the 


purpoſe, but only becauſe they come firlt to. 


hand. 


There 
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The Tryal of Wfts. Chap. XIIT 

There is another ſort of Underſtanding 
amongſt Men of as ill a Make as that before 
{poke of ; for although they have before their 
Eyes the true Premiſes, they know not how 
to draw a Concluſion from them. There- 
fore the Goſpel recounts, that the Diſciples 
of Jeſus Chriſt wanting Bread, and deſpair- 
ins of being ted, our Lord faid to them, 
What reaſon you among your ſelves, becauſe you 
have brought no Bread ? Do you not yet under- 


Ow | 
ftana, neither remember when I brake the fre 


Loaves among five thoaſand, how many Baskets 


% 
twelve. And when the ſeven among four thou- 


fall of Fragments took ye 7 ? They ſay unto him 


ſand, how many Baskets full of Fragments took 


ze up ? And they ſaid ſeven, And he ſaid unto 


rhem, How is it that ye do not underſtand? 
The Centurion had a much better Under- | 
itanding to draw Concluſions, ſince he 
knowing the Omnipotence of Jeſus Chriſt, 
would not ſuffer him to take the Pains to go 
tro his Houſe to heal one of his Servants ; 
but begged him to do it in the very Place 
where he was, though 1o dittant. And ha- 
ving feen the Earthquake, and all that hap- 
pened upon JESUS CHRIST's dying 
on the Croſs, from theſe things that ſerved 
him-in the Nature of Premites, he ſtrait 
drew this Concluſion ; Truly this was the Sor 
ot God : From whence others, for want of 
115 Underſtanding, would draw a Thou- 
tand Abturditics. But- what is moſt ſurpri- 
zing 
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Zing in this Caſe, is, that the Children of 1/- 
rael being of a good Capacity, and ſo well 
acquainted with Holy Writ as they were, 


and the ſigns proving Jeſus Chriſf was the 


true Meſſiah promiſed in the Law, being ſo 
clear and evident, they could not draw the 
ſame Concluſions the Centurion d1d, nor 


know their Lord, For zf they had known him, 


ſays St. Paul, they would zot have Crucified the 


Lord of Glory. Of which T/aiah gives the 


reaſon in plain terms; Make the Heart of 


this People ({aid he) fat, and make their Ears 
heavy, and ſhut their Eyes. From which 
Words the Prophet gives us to underſtand, 
that the People of 1/74! had before a very 


exquiſite and nice Underſtanding, and that it 
was dulled by their Sins ; that they had had 


a good Sight, but that it was darkned; that 


they once heard very well, but were become 
deaf : So that it was no wonder that from 
ſo ſtrong Premues before their Eyes, they 
drew not the ſame Conſequence as the Cen- 
turion ; for though he ſaw, they ſaw not; 
though he heard, they heard not ; and tho? 
he underſtood, they underſtood not. 


| There is alſo another kind of Underſtand- 
ing, which draws the true Concluſion ; but 


very ſlowly, which is a kind of after-Wit, 


when the Opportunity 1s loſt, or as ſome af- 


ter the diſpute 15 over, would tain begin the 


lame again; in order to make uſe of a perti- 


nent Reply that came after into their mind, 
7 and 
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Th? Tryal of Wits, Chap, XIIT, 
2nd of which they never thought in the heat 
of their Difpute : The ſame happened to the 


ewo Diſciples that were paſſhng with Teſs I 


Chriſt, towards the Village of Ezazs, when 
he ſaid to them ; O fools and ſlow of Heart to 


telieve all that the Pro, Dhets have ſpoken. There 


are others on the contrar y, fo quick in draw- 


mg a Concluſion from ſo few Premiſes, .and 
thoſe ſo weak, that all are ſurprized at it : 


Such was /\/ hawiel oi whom our Lord ſaid, 
Behold an Iſraeclite tadeed, im whom there is 10 


guife, Which Nathaniel hearing, ask*d him, 


Whence knoweft thou me ? Fo which Teſus 
Chrift anſwered, Before that Philip call*d thee, 


N wg thou was?! ST WM the F jg-tree, I faw es: 


Vathaniel replied, Rabbi, thou art the Son of 


| G on, thou art the King of Iſrael, Teſus Chritt 


aniwered and faid to hm, Becauſe I ſaid un- 


70 thee, I ſaw thee unacr he Figtree, believeſt 


thor ? thou [hall fee « oreater things than the eſe, 


'Fo which Grave and Lear ned Men having 
rezard, endeavour to give their Opinion, 


without {hewins the Reaſons upon which 
they were grounded, becauſe it 1s well 
known that Authority has no more force 
than the Reaſon upon which it is raiſed ; and 
as the Arguments conclude indiffter ently ON 
the One fide and the other, becauſe of the 
Difcrence of Underſtandings each Man 


Framesa Jiidgment of the Reaſon, according 


WG Unacritanding he has : Wher upon 1t 


my tes tor more gravity to fav, ſuch is my 
Op:- 
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Opinion for certain Reaſons which have mo- 
| ved me, than to proquce the Arguments on 
which he relied. 
| But if they are driven to render Reaſons 
| for their Opinions, they forget none of them, 
| how {light {oever, infomuch that that which 
| they little thought of, has ſometimes better 
| effect, and convinces more ſtrongly, than 
| that which they took to be the beſt. In 
| which appears the Wretchedneſs of our Un- 
deritanding, that Compoſes, Divides, Ar- 
cues, and Reaſons, and ar laſt, when it 1s 
near the Concluſion, is without Proot, or 
Light, to know 1t1ts Opinion be true or no. 
This Uncertainty Divines are under: 1n 
matters that are not of Faith, for when they 
have reaſoned well, they have no infallible 
Proot, or any evident {uccets that diſcovers 
which Reaſons are beſt ; {o that each Divine 
eres his Opinion as well grounded as he can. 
And provided he an{wer in appearance the 
Contrary Arguments, he comes ofr with Ho- 
npur, and there 1s no more to be hoped ior 
irom him. But unhappy are the Phylicians, 
and Generals of Armies! For atter ttiey have 
concluded well, and overtnrown with pow- 
ertul Arguments the Foundations of the con- 
trary Opinions, they wait the Succeſs; if 1t be 
g00d, they pais tor able and approved, but 
it bad, all the World cries out, that they 
built upon falſe Grounds. 
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In Matters of Faith, which the Church 
propoſes to us, there can be noError, becauſe 
God who knows how uncertain the Reaſons 
of Men are, and how eafily they are deceiv- 


ed, has not permitted that things ſo high and 
of ſo great importance {hould depend on our 


only Determination ; but where Two or 
Three are gathered together in his Name, 
with the Solemnities of the Church, he is pre- 
ſent in the midſt of them to preſide in the AQ, 
where he approves what they ſay well, and 
rejects their Errors, and reveals what can't 


be diſcover*d by the reach of Human Under- 


ſtanding. The Proof of the Arguments con- 
cluding in Matters of Faith, 1s to confider, if 
that which they infer, and conclude, be the 
ſame thing that the Catholic Church teaches 
and declares; tor it they can gather any thing 


8 ©. Fa . o Yy ® O 
to the contrary, 1t !s an infallible Sign that 


_ theſe Reafons are naught : But in all other. 


Queſtions where the Underftanding has the 


liberty to Judge, they have not yet found 


the means to know what Reaſons are con- 


cluding, nor when the Underſtanding com- 


poles the *I'ruth well, We only depend on 
the good Conlonance they have; which isan 
Argument very lable to Err, becauſe there 
are abundance of Falle things, that have a fair 
Appearance of 'Iruth, and prove ſtronger 
than the true{t, 

Phyſicians and Generals have Succeſs and 
Experience tor Proot of their Reaſons : For 
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Chap. XIII. @The Tryal of Wits. 271 
| if Ten Captains "per by Reaſons that it is 
beſt to give Battel, and as many on the other 
ſide defend the Contrary ; the Succeſs will ju- 
| {tify the one, and {er aſide the other Opinion : 
K And if Two DoCtors diſpute whether the Pa- 
| tient will live or die, 1t will appear by his 
| Death or Recovery which had the beſt Rea- 
| fon of the Two. Nevertheleſs for all that, 
the Succeſs 15 not yet a Proof ſuihcient ; for 
| whereas the ſame Effect hath many Cauſes, 
| the Succeſs may well be by means of one. 
| Cauſe, and yet the Reaſons be grounded upon 
| a Contrary. 
| * Ariſtotle fays alſo, That to know what * L'. I. 
Reaſons conclude, it is good to follow the re- 1: 
| ceived Opinion ; for when many Wiſe and 
| Conſidering Men affirm the ſame thing, and 
| conclude all from the fame Reaſons ; it isan 
| Argument, though « be but Topical, that 
they are concluding, and that they compre- 
| hend well the Truth. - But it it be well con- 
| ſidered, this Proot ts fcill very Fallacious 2n 
Deceittul ; tor 1n the Force of the Under- 
ſtanding, weight avails more than number, 
for it fares not here , AS 1n bodity Forces, 
where many Hands joined, can do much to 
Iift up a Weight, and a few but lictle. But 
to ai{cover a hidden Truth, one piercing Un- 
deritanding alone, ſhall do more than a Hun- 
dred thoutand, that are not : And the reaſon 
ot 1t 1s, becauſe the Underſtandings help ner 
one another, neither of many make one, as 
, if 
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LIT it fares in Bodily Forces. Therefore well 
kd: laid the Wiſe Man, Provide thy ſelf vith many 
Peace-makers, but with one C ounſellor of a thou- 
ſand. Accor ding to which Opinion, Hera- 
clitus {poke per tinently when he ſaid, Oze zo 
me is as 200d as & Thouſand, AS for Caules 
"op _ and Pleadings each Advocate gives his Opi- 
FE nion the bell orounded upon Law he can ; 
7 but atter having well diſcourſed, he cannot 
know cer cainly by a any Art if his Underſtand- 
ing has compoled {uch a Judgment as true 
Juitice requires ; for if one Las wycr proves 
in torm of Law, that the Piantif 1s in the 
right, and the other denics it alſo by way of 
Law; by what Expedient ſhall it appear, 
which of the two Advocates Reaſons better: ; 
The Sentenceof the Judge makesno Demon- 
{tration of true Fuitice, nor can tt be called 
Succeſs, becaule his Sentence amounts to no 
I more than an Opinion, and he does no other 
mw than fall in with one of the Council. And to - 
v8] increaſe the number of Learned Mea 1a the 
lame Opinion, 1snot an Argument to behteve 
that their Sentiment is rhe Truth: : for we 
have already faid and proved, t char many 
weak Capaciies (though they join together 
ro diſcover ſome dark and hidden 'Fruth ) 
ſhall never arrive at the point, or. degree of 
Strengti, as a {ingle one that 1s of a d eener 
Reach. 
And that the Sentence of the Judge makes 


not Demoaſtration of rhe Trur: 1, 15 clearly 
ſeen 
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ſeen, in that 1t is reverſed in a Higher Court, 
where they very often Judge aiter another 
manner ; and what is yet worie, .it may hap- 
pen that the Inferior Judge may have a bet- 
ter Underſtanding than he before whom the 
Appeal lies, and his Opinion may chance to 
be more conformable to Reaſon. That the 
Sentence of the Superior Judge 15 no more a 
ſufficient Proof of Juſtice is a thing yet more 
manifeſt; for we ſee every day that 1n the 
{zme Caſes ( without adding or diminiſhing 
any thing) and from theſame Judges quite con- 
trary Sentences iſſue. And he who hasalready 
been once miſtaken, in confidence of his own 
Reaſons, may very well be nuſtaken again ; 
lo that his Opinion is the leſs to be depended 
upon, becauſe, He that 7s Once in the Wrong, 
is ever preſumed in the Wrong, ſays the Wiic 
Man. Pleaders obſerving the Diverlity of 
Opinions amonglt the Judges, and how each 
is \way*'d by the Reaton thar ſeems moſt to 
prevail with him, and that ſfometunes they 
are concluded by one Argument, and ſfame- 
times by another quite contrary, thereupon 
tney boldly undertake to defend any Cauſe 
nditterently in the Negative or Afhrmative; 
the rather, becauſe they ſee by Experience 
that on one fide and the other they may ob- 
tain Sentence m their Favour. And 1 it 
comes to be Verified, wha Wiſdom has faid, 
1hat the Thoughts of Mea are fall of Fear, and 
_ their Foreſioht Uncertain. "The Remedy then 
is * :..- 108 
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tor thus, {ince the Reaſons of the Law remain 


without Proof and Experience, is to make 


choice of Men of great Abilities to be Judges 


and Pleaders, inafmuch as A4ri/totle ſays the 
Reaſons and Arguments of ſuch are as firm 
and riveted as Experience it ſelf. And by. 
juch a Choice it ſeems that the Common- 
wealth may be better ſecured, that her Offi- 
cers {hall adminiſter Juſtice. Whereas if (as 
it has been uſed) the Door be open tor all 
without diſtinction to enter and poſleſs thoſe 
Poſts, without making Trial of their Wit, 
the Inconveniences we have noted will hap- 


pen every day. 


By what Signs 1t may be known, that he 
who would apply himſelfto the Study of the 
Laws, has the Difference of Wit required 
tor this Science, we have heretofore in a. 
manner explained ; but to refreih the Me- 
mory, and prove it moreat large, we muſt 
know, that when the Child who learns to - 
Read ſhall know well his Letters, and ſhall 
readily give the {ound to each, after the order. 
of the Alphabet, it is an Indication of a good 
Memory ; tor it 1s certain, that ſuch a Work 
as this, 1s neither performed by the Under- 
itanding nor Imagination; and that 1t 1s alone 
ihe Ofhce ofthe Memory, to preſerve the Fi- 
gures of things, and to report the Name ot 
each, as there is Occaſion: And it he has a 
great Mcmory, we have already prov'd, that 
by gonlzquence he wants Underttanchng. > 
OO ITS 09% h N 
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To Write a running fair Hand, as we have 
noted, diſcovers the Imagination; ſo much 
that the Child who in a few. Days knows how 
to hold his Hand upon his Paper, to draw 
his Lines ſtrait, and to cut all his Letters 
even, and in good Form and Figure, gives 
Proof ofa mean Underitandig, becaule this 


is the Work of the Imagination, and theſe. 


two Powers have a great Contrariety be- 
tween them, as we before noted. _ 

And it being fet to Grammar, he learn the 
ſame with eaſe, and 1n a ſhort time he makes 
good Latin, and Writes Epiſtles Elegantly, 
with the round Cadences of Czcero, he will 
never prove either a good . Judge or Pleader, 
becauſe 1t 15 an indication he has-a good Me- 
mory, and without a Miracle he will be de- 
tective in his Underſtanding-5: But if he be un> 
wearied in Plodding on the Laws, and ſtay 


a long time in the Inns of Court, he will not” 


fail to be a famous Reader, and to be follow: 
ed by abundance of Hearers ; tor the Latin 
Tongueis very agreeablein the Chair, and to 
Read publickly with great Applauſe, there 
will be occaſion of many Allegations, and to 
muſter up in every Law, all that has been 


Written upon it ; to which purpoſe the Me-_ 
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mory 1s of much more ule than the Under- _ 


ſtanding ; for though it be true, that in the 
Chair he is to Dittinguiſh, Inter, Argue, 
judge, and Chuſe; to gather the true Senſe 


A the Law; yetin the end, he murs the Caſ® 
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as beſt likes him, raiſes what Objections, and 
ſolves them how he pleaſes, and gives his O- 


pinion as he will, without'any gain-faying ; 
tor which things a mean Underſtanding is 


ſufficient, But when one Pleader ſpeaks bs 


the Plantiff, and another for the Detendanr, 


and a third Lawyer fills the Place of a Judge, 


this is like a Fight with drawn Sword, and 
where they cannot ſpeak ſoat randomas when 
they ſight in the Air without an Enemy. = 
Tithe Childadvance not much in Grammar, 
it is to be ſuſpected that he has.a good Un- 


derftanding, Her therefore I fay {uſpected, 
| becaule it does not neceſlarily tollow, that he 


who can't Jearn Latin, hath a. great Under- 


ſtanding. Secing we- have proved before, 


that Children turmiſhed with :a ſtrong Tm: 


gination, ſhall never attain any. Perfe&tion in 
that Tongue. - But that whith may beſt dif- 


cover this; is, Logic, for this' Science bears 
the ſame proportion with the Underſtanding, 

as the 'L ouchitone does with Gold, Accord- 
ingly it is moſt certain, that-if hewho makes 
}1is Courle-m Philoſophy, docs: not begin in 
a Month cr ewo, to Keaton, and raiſe ſome 
Objections, and if there comenct to his mind 
Argumeats and Anfwers upon the matter 
treated of, he has no Underſtanding at all; 

but if NC prove towardly 11 this SCIENCE, it 
i5 an jNiallible ſign, that he has the right Un- 
Gerita ding tO the aw, 1o that he may. out 


oi Hard apply himſelf to It, SP Teaf 
Cal 
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[caſt ſcruple. Though I ſhould think it bet- 
ter firſt torun through the Art; for Logic 15 
no more to the Underſtanding, as we have 
already faid, than the Clogs which are clapt 
on the Feet of an untrained Mule, going with 
which ſome time, he takes to a more {ſteady 
and agreeable Pace. 'The ſame march our Un- 
der{tanding makes in Diſputes, being bound 
up by the Rules and Precepts of Logic. 

But if the Child which we have examined 


ſpeeds not well in the Latin 'Tongue, norin. 


Logic, as-he ought, it muſt be conſidered, 
it he be not provided with a good Imagina- 
tion, before we take him from the Study 
of the Laws, for herein 1s found a great 
Myſtery, and it is good that the Republic 
know 1t ; 1t15 that there are lome Lawyers, 
who being in the Chair, work Wonders, in 
interpreting the Laws, and others in Plead- 
ing; but if you put the Stait of Office in their 
Hands, you {hall find. them no more able to 
Govern, than if the Laws had never been 
made for any ſuch thing. On the Contrary, 
there are others, who with two or three 
miſunder{tood-Laws, which they learn'd at 
valamanca, if they inould be put into any 
Command, would acquit themſelves to Ad- 
miration. At which eftect ſome Curious Wits 
are Surprized, becauſe they dive not into the 
Caute from whence it ſprings. Forthe Rea- 
10a of it 1s, that to Govern belongs to the Ima- 
ination, and not to the Underitanding, or 
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Memory. And that this is the Caſe, may be 
plainly proved, conlidering that the Common: 
wealth is to be maintained by Order and 
Confcut of Parts, every thing being in its due 

ace, fo that all joined together falls into a 
co0d Figure and Cor -reſpondence. This we. 
ave proved many times beiore 1sa Work of 
thc Im aGination, nor 15 1t nauch more to the 
PuUrpoic to make a grcat Lawyer a Magiſtrate, 
than to make a Deaf Man a Judge of Muſic. 
This 1s to be underitood ordinarily, and not 
to be taken tor a General Rule. For we have 
already proved, that Nature may join a great 
Underſtanding with a great Imagination, fo 
that in ſuch a Caſe, it © would not be ; incon- 
ſiſtent, bur that the fame Perſon might prove 
an Excellent Pleader, and a famous Gover- 
nor; and we heretofore diſcovered that N a= 
ture being found ſtrong with all the Powers 
{he can have, and labourins 1 in a well diſpo- 
ied Matter ; may produce a Man of great 
Memory \ Und; eritanding, and Imagination, 
who Sandy] ng the Laws, may prove a Fa- 
ious Reader, an Accompliſhed Pleader, and 
no leſs Admirable a Governor. But Nature 
makes io jew iuch, as this cannot well paſs 
97 a General Rule. 


CHAP. 
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CHAP XV 


That the Theory of Phyfic belies part ts 
the Memory, and part to the Under- 


ftanaing ; and is Prattice, to the Ima- 
genation, _ 


T the time that 4ra5izy Phylic flou- 
riſhed, there was a Phylician high- 
ly Celebrated, as well for his Reading, as 
Writing, Arguing, Diſtinguiſhing, Anfwe 

ng,and Concluding; of whomit was Guntin 
[11 TeſpeRt of his great Skill, that he was able 
to Raiſe the Dead, and Cureall kinds of Diſ- 


eaſes. And yet the contr ary came to pals, _ 


tor he never took the Cure of any 1n Hand, 
but they Miſcarried ; at which being v exed 
and aſhamed, he turned F riar, COM plaining of 
bus 11] For rune; without being able to under-. 
frand the true Spring and Caule of it. And 

becauſe the ireſhett Examples {tronglier 
prove, ant make moſt Impreſſion on the 
Senſes, it 15 the Opinion of many Grave Phye 
licians, that John Arzentier, a Modern Phy- 
{1ician of our Time, has much excelled Galzy 
inreducing the Art of Phylic to a better Mc- 
thod ; and yet notwithſtanding tis reported 
of him, that he was ſo unſucceſsful in his Pra- 
(tice, that not one Patient of all is Country, 


ar Acquaintance, durſt venture to rake Phy- 
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ſic from him, ſo much they apprehended his 
+ * A1-Succeſs. Hereat the People have reaſon 
__ tobelſurprized, being taught by Experience, 
not only 1n thoſe whom we have juſt men- 
tioned, but in many others allo, which they 
iee every day, that every Phylician, that 1s 
a Ercat Clerk, is not the able{t Practitioner. 
Wn Lo rift, tle artemped to give the Reaſon of it, 
AY bur in my Opinion he has failed. He thought 
ce Realon that Phyſicians ot his time, were 
not io Succeſsful in their Practice, fpruns 
from their General Notice of Man in com- 
mon, and their Ignorance of the Nature of 
_ Particular Conſtitution ; contrary to 
e Emperics, whoſe Care and Study was to 
IR the Idioſyncracies of particular Men, 
paſhng over the General Knowledee : Bur 
Fe was without Reaſon ; tor both the one 
and the other cxerciſed themſelves ; in Parti- 
cular Cures, and laboured what they could 
to tind out the Nature of each Conſtitution ' 
in Particular, The Dificulty then is to un- 
aeriand, why the molt Learned Doctors, 
though hey emplo »y all ther Lives 1 the 
Working of Cures, never become Excellent 
in thc PraQtice; whereas others who are but 
TInoramus's, wich three or four Rules of 
Fhyſicl learnt 1n the Schools, can do greater 
CTLICS IN 1CtS time, 
_ The rrue Anſwer to this Doubt is not ſo 
"to betound, ſuing that 47 ijtorle failed 
20Ugh he ipoke in a manner ſomething 
[0) 
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to it: But we, keeping to the Principles of q 
our Dodarin, ſhall deliver the fame more [ 
fully. i 

You are to know then, that the Pertection G41. 1», 
of a Phyſician conlifts in two things, which IX. Meth. 
are as neceſſary to carry him on to the end ©: '*% 
of his Art, as two Legs to go without Halt- oe 
ing. The firit is to know from a right i 
Method the Precepts and Rules of Curing i 
Man in common, without deſcending to i 
Particulars. The ſecondis, to be long Exer- ba 
ciſed in the PraQtice of Phyſic, and to have x 
Viſited a great Number of Patients; for "8 
neither do Men differ ſo far from one ano- Hi 
ther, but that in many things they agree, nor 'F 
arethey ſo like neither, but there are in them | 
certain Idiofyncracies, of ſuch a Nature, that "F: 
they cannot be told, nor writ, nor taught, 1 
nor gathered, ſo as to be reduced to Art; "| 
but to know them 1s only granted to him 


WG. $ 


that hath often ſeen and had them in hand- 
ling. Which may be eaſily conceived, con- 
idering that Man's Face being compoſed of 
to{mall a number of Parts, as are two Eyes, 
a Noie, two Cheeks, a Mouth, and a Fore- 
head, which yet Nature hath diverſified in 
i0 many Compoſitions and Combinations, 
that were a Hundred thouſand Men afſem- 
bled together, each one has a Countenance, 
10 peculiar and proper to him, that it is a 


great Wonder, if there appear two that whol- 
ly Reſemble, 
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The Tryal of Wits. Chap. XIV. 
- It fares the ſame with the Four Elements, 
and the four Firſt Qualities, Hot, Cold, 


Moiſt, and Dry, from the Harmony of which 


{ſprings the Lite and Health of Man, and of 
fo ſmall a Number of Parts, Nature makes 
ſo many diſagreeing Proportions, thar it a 


Hundred thouſand Perſons were begor, each i 


would have his State of Health ſo proper and 
peculiar, that it God miraculouſly {hould on 
a ſudden change the Proportion of theſe tour 
Firſt Qualities, they. would all remain Sick, 
Except it may be two or three, who by great 
Chance y9uld have the ſame Harmony of 
Temperament. From whence two Conſe- 

uences may be neceſfarily inferred ; the firit, 
that every Man who {hall fall Sick, is to be 
Cured conformably to his particular Propor- 
tion ; fo that if the Phyſician reſtore him not 
to his firſt Proportion of Humours and Qua- | 
fities, he ſhall never be well Cured. The 
other 1s, ro perform this as it ought, there 


i5 need that the Phyſician {ſhould have ſeen 
and dealt with the Patient ſeveral times mn 


_ his Kealth, by feeling his Pulſe, inſpecting 


tus Urine, the Colour of his Viſage, and 
Complexion, to the end that when he falls 
SIck, he may judge how far he 1s off from 
Health, and to what Point he 1s to reſtore 
him by his Remedies. 
As to the firſt Point, which is to under- 
{rand and know the Theory and Compoti- 
£0N of the Art, Galen ſays, 1t 1s ye to 
| | Wave 
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have a great Underſtanding, and good Me- 
mory ; becauſe Phyſic partly conſiſts of Rea- 
ſon, and partly of Experience, and Hiſtory ; 
for one he muſt have Underſtanding; and 
tor the other, Memory ; and becauſe it 1s 
very difficult to join theſe two Powers in a 
Predominant Degree, of Neceflity the Phy- 
{ictan mult be defective in the Theory ; ac- 
cordingly we ſee a great many Phyſicians 
very learned in Greek and Latiz, great Ana- 
tomilts, and Botaniſts (which are Works of 
the Memory) that being put to Argue, Dul- 
pute, and Search out the Reaſon, and.Caule 
of each Effect (all which belong to the Un- 
derſtanding) cannot Skill thereof, The con- 
trary happeneth in others, who ſhew abun- 'F 
dance of Wit and Capacity in the Logic and 4 
Philoſophy of this Art, and if they be put to Wh. :: i 
Latin and Greer, to Plants, and Anatomy, _ $i 
never come oft with Credit; becauſe they 1 | 
are deſtitute of a good Memory. © For this 08 
reaſon * Galez ſays, That 1t 1s no matter of * De ora. 
Wonder, that in fo great a number of Men !ib. fuo- 
that Study Phylic, there are fo few good Phy- 
{1cians; and giving the Reaſon of it, he fays, 
That a Wit requiſite to this Science 1s hardly 

to be found, neither a Maſter that can teach 
1tin Perfection, nor a Scholar that Studies 

!t with ſufficient Care and ExaQtneſs. But 
with all theſe Reaſons, Galez goes gropins, 
becauſe he did not puntQtually know wherein 
it lay, that no Man is Maſter of Phytic in 
Perfection. Ver 


—__ 
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Yet in ſaying that hardly is found among 
Men the Wit this Science requires, he ſaid 
true ; but he has not ſpecihed wherein the 
Difficulty lies, as we will do ; namely, be- 
cauſe it 1s {o diihcult to unite a great Under- 
ſtanding with a good Memory, no Man 1s 
conſummate in the Theory of Phylic. And 


| becauſe there is a Repugnance between the 


Underſtanding and Imagination (to which, 
as we ſhall prove, the Practice and Skill of 


Curing with Certainty belong) rarely 1s 


tound a Phyſician that 1s an able Theorilt, 
and a great Practitioner, at once ; nor on the 
contrary, one that 1s an able Practiſer, and 


" Expert in the 'Theory. But that the Imagi- 


nation, and not Underſtanding, 1s the Power 
of which the Phyſician makes uſe, 1n the 
Knowledge of the Cauſe and Cure of partt- 
cular Diſeaſes, 1s very eaſy to prove, {uppo- 
ſing the DoGtrin of Ariſtotle ; who Hays, 
Thatthe Underſtanding cannotknow Indivi- 


1 = 
duals, nor diſtinguiſh one from the other, nor 


diſcern the Time and Place, nor other Parti- 


cularities, which make Men diſagree amonelt 
tnemiclves, and that each one is to be Cured 
after a diflerent manner, and the reaſon of it 
iS, (according to what Vulgar Philoſophers 


_ denver) thac the Underſtanding 1s a Spirt- 


tual Faculty, wich cannot be affected by 
SINSUATS, as being material. For this caule 
Arijtotle aid, | hat the Senfte is of Particu- 


tirs, and the Underſtanding of Univerfals. 


I: 
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| Tf then Cures are of Particular Perſons, and 
not of Univerſals (which are both Ingene- 
rable and Incorruptible) the Underſtanding 
will appear to be a Power very impertinent in 
working, of Cures. | 
— The Difficulty lies in diſcerning, why 
Men of ercat Underſtanding cannot have 
good outward Senfes for Particulars, theſe 
two Powers being ſo contrary one to the 

| other ; and the Reaſon is very clear, which 
is this, that the Exterior Senſes cannot act 
well, if not aſſiſted by a good Imagination. 
Which we may prove from the Opinion of | 
* Ariſtotle, who being to declare what the.* Lib. VE 8 
Imagination is, ſays it is an Impreſſion ſtruck © 
trom the Exterior Senſe; in the ſame Na- 
ture as Colour (multiplying with the thing 
colour'd) affects the Eye: For fo it fares that 
the ſame Colour which 1s in the Chriſtalhin 
Humour tinctures the Imagination, and there 

impreſſes the ſame Figure that was in the 
Eye : And it you demand, of whuch of theſe 
two kinds the Notice of Particulars 1s made ? 
All Philoſophers anſwer, and very well, that 
It 15 the ſecond Figure which aftedts the Ima- 
F1nation, and by both the Notice is made, 
according to the common Saying, From the 
Objects and the Senſory ariſe the Notice, But 
irom the firtt, which 1s 1n the Chrittallin 
Humour, and the V tive Faculty, {ſprings no 
Notice , if the Imagination be nor intenr. 


\ 
« 


Which the Phyſicians prove plainly, ſaying, 
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That whenever the Fleſh of a Sick Man be 
Lanced, or Cauterized, and he apprehends 
no pain, 1t1s a fign, that the Imagination is 
engaged in {ome dcep Speculation : We fee 
the fame by Experience in thoſe that are 
ſound, for 1t they are deep plunged in ſome 


- Speculation, they ſee nothing betore them, 


nor hear, though they are call'd, nor taſte 
Meat ſavory, or unfavory, though in their 
mouths. Wherefore it 35 certain, that the 
Imagination forms the Judgment, and No- 
tice of Particulars, and not the Underſtand- 
ing, or outward Senſes. Then 1t follows 
well, that the Phyſician, who 1s very expert 


 1n the Theory, becauſe he has a great Under- 


ſtanding, or a good Memory ; of neceſſity 
will prove an ill Practitioner, inaſmuch as 
his Imagination will be lame. As on the 
contrary, he that ſhall be a very able Practi- 
tioner, undoubtedly will be but a mean The- 

riſt ; for a great Imagination cannot be uni-' 
ted with a good Underitanding and Memo- 
ry. And thisis the reaſon why none are fo 
conſummate in Phyſic, as never to fail in 
their Cures; for not to fail in their Perfor- 
mances, there is need to know the whole 
Art, and to have a good Imagination to re- 
duce the ſame to Practice ; but theſe two 


things, as we have proved, are Incompa- 
_ tible. 


The Phyſician never attempts the Cauſe 
and Cure of any Diſcaſe, but that he ſecrets 
ly 
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ly frames to himſelf a Syllogitm in Dax, un- 
{ec he be but an Emperic: And the Proof of 
| the firſt Poſition of his Premifes belongs 
ro the Underſtanding, and the ſecond to the 
Imagination. For which reaſon, the ap- 
proved Theoriits, ordinarily Err in the 2- 
207, and the expert Practitioners in the Ma- 
jor; as if we ſhould ſpeak in this manner ; 


All Fevers that depend on cold and moiſt 


Humours are to be Cured with Medicines, 
| hovand dry (in raking the Indications from 


| the Cauſe.) But the Fever which afteQs this 


Man, depends on cold and moift Humours, 
| therefore 1t muſt be Cured with Medicines 
hot and dry. The Truth of the Mayor is pro- 
ved by the Underitanding, becauſe it is an 
8 Univerſal Propoſition, affirming, that Colt 
and Moiſture require Heat and Drinels to 
| moderate them ; tor that every Quality is 
| abated by its Contrary : But when we come 
| to the Proof of the Mzzor, the Underſtand= 
| 108 avails not, becauſe it 15 Particular, and 
{0 1s out of 1ts Juriſdiction, and its Cognt- 


zance pertains to the Imagination , which 


draws from the Five Exterior Senſes, the 


proper and particular Symptoms of the Dil- 


eaſe, 


| But if the Indication be to be taken trom 
the Fever, or its Canfe, 1t 1s that which the 


Underſtanding cannor reach, only it teaches 
to take the Indication from that we appre- 
lend moſt danger : But which of the Indi- 
Cations 
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cations 1s greateſt, the Imagination only can þ 


comprehend 1n weighing the Evils the Fever 
does, with thoſe that pr oceced from the Sym- i 
ptoms or Cauſe, the little torces, or great 
{trength. To Icarn this Notice the Imagi- 
nation has certain ineffable Proprieties, by 
means of which it reaches ſome things, which 
it can neither tell, nor comprehend, and for 
which no Arts are of ule. Infomuch that 
we ſee a Phyſician coming to Vilit the Sick, 
who by the Sight, Hearing, Smell, and 
Touch, arrives at the Knowledge of what 
ſeemed Impoſhible; 1o that ſhould we ask 
him by himſelf how he was able toarrive at 
{uch nice Notions, he could not tell, becaule 
it is a Gift that proceeds from a Fruitfulnefs 
ot Imagination , which may be otherwiſe 
called Sagacity, and which by lome common 
Signs, incertam Conjectures, and where 
there is but ſlender tooting, in the twinkling 
of an Eye, learns a 'T Fhouſand different 
things, wherein the Virtue of Curing and 
Prognoſticating with ailurance confiits. 

Of rhis ſort of Sagacity the Men of great 
Underſtanding are unprovided, becauſe it 
makes a Part of the Imagination : Infomuch, 
that having before their Eyes the ſame Signs 
that diſcover to others the Secret of the Pil- 
calc ; yet they make no Impreſſion upon 

their Sentes, becauſe thete very Men are un- 
"provided of Imagination. A Phylician took 
me alide, to ask me, whence it was, on at 


hav 
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þ having ſtudied with very great Curioſity all 


- Þ che Rules and Obſervations of the Semejo- 


tics of the Art of Phylic, and being very well 


 Þ verſed in them, yet he could never hit the 


% > * 3% 
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Truth, ſo much as from any one Prognoſtic? 
To which I remember I an{wered, That 


the Art of Phylic was learn'd by one Power, 
| and put in Practice by another. He had an 
| Excellent Underſtanding, ' but a very bad 
| Imagination. 


But a great Doubt ariſes in this DoGtrin, 
which 15 to know how the Phyſicians fur- 
niſhed with a great Imagination, learn the 
Art of Phyiic, fince they are defective in Un- 


| deritanding ? For if it be true that theſe cure 


the Sick better. than the moit Learned Phy- 
[icians, to what end do theſe lofe rime to Stu- 
dy in the Schools ? To this the Anſwer 1s, 


That it is a matter of great Importance firlt 
| to know the Art of Phylic, for in two or 


three Years a Man may learn all that the An- 
cients were gathering in T wothouland : And 
it a Man ſhould acquire it by Experience, he 


| ought to hve at leatt "Three thouſand Years ; 


and in Experimentins Medicines, he would 


| kill an 1ntinice number of People before he 
underitood all their Virtues, trom which he 
Ss ireed by Reading the Books of Rational 


and Experimental Phyſicians, who adviſe us 
n their Writings of whar they have found 
out in the whole Courle of their Laves, t 


3 >. 


| | 
| the end that the Doctors that come after 


Y them 
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"+18 them may boldly make uſe of thoſe that are 
"his ate, and forbear hole. that are Porſonous, 
3E Belides which, we are to know, that the 
Common and ons things in all Arts are 

obvious and eaſy to learn, and yet the moſt 
Important in the Wor k: and that on the 

Ez contrary, the molt Cur ious and Subtile are the 
4 molt obſcure aad leaſt neceſſary in Curing, 

"1wF And 10 1t 1s that the Men of great Imagina- 
tion are not wholly deſtitute of Underſtand- 

is and Memory, fo that in the remiſs de- 

_—_ ce 11 which they poſſeſs thele two Powers, 
they may be able to learn the molt neceſſary 

Points of Phylic, for that they are off, 

and with the good Imagination they have, 

they may better know the Diſeaſe and its 

Cauſe, chan the molt Rational in the Science, 

fince it is the Imagination that finds occa- 

fion of the Remedy t they ought to apply ; 

in this Grace conſiſts almoſt the whole Pra- 

> *Epid pa. Etice. Therefore * Galez ſaid, That the true 
ym: !.'/Narhe of a Phy ſfician was to be the Lnventor 

of the Occaſioz, but to learn to know Time, 

Place, and Occaſion, without doubt are 

| Works of thc Imagination, becaule that car- 

2 ries with it Figureand Correſpondence. 

US. The Difficulty is now to know to which 
of fo many difterences of Imagination the 

Practice of Phytic belones ; for it is cettain, 

that all the c Difterences agrec not in the 
| {ame ParFict tar Reaton ; which Speculation 
has more employed my Thoughts than - 

Tits 
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| the reſt: And nevertheleſs I have not been 
| able yet to give it the Name it ought to 
| have, unleſs it ſprings from a degree of leſs 
Heat than that difference of Imagination, 
with which Verſes and Songs are made. Bur 
this I determine not poſitively, becauſe all 
the Reaſon upon which I build, is, that all 
thoſe that T have known to have practiſed 
Phyſic well, are little Dablers in Poetry : 
But neither are their Thoughts very elevate, 


nor their Verſe very excellenr : Which may 


alſo come to paſs, becauſe the Heat in a 
point exceeds that required by Poetry, and 
if it be ſo, it muſt be becauſe the Heat is fo 


oreat, don; it {omewhat dries the Subſtance 


of cli Brain, withour relolving much of the 
Natural Het ; tough 1t 1t pr oceed turther, 
ir makes no ill Difference of Wir for Phylic ; 
maſmuch as by Aduſtion 1t unites the Un- 
derſtanding with the Imagination. Burt this 


oO 
fort of Imagination i is not 10 good for Curing, 


as that I look tor, and which dilpoles a Man 
to be a Wizard, Superſtitious, a Magician, 
Enchanter, Chir: omancer, addicted to  Judi- 
clary Aſtrology, and to Divine : becaule in 
effect the Diſcaies of Men are ſo Occult, and 
have their Motions fo ſecret, that there 15 
almoſt daily Occalion to Divine what is 1n 
them. 

This Difference of Imagination 15 hard to 
de found in Spain; fer as we have already 


proved , the Inhabitars ot that Country 


Y 2 Wait. 
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. want Memory and Imagination, but are 
> provided witha good Underſtanding, Net 
ther 1s the Imagination of thoſe that live in 

' the Northern Parts more available in Phy- 
fic, becauſe it is very ſlow, and remiſs, it is 

good only to make Clocks, Paintings, Bod-. 
| kins, and other "Toys, impertinent to the uſe 


Y ot Man 


Egypt alone is the Country that 
417 re Egyptians a2 produces in its Inhabitants this 
Phyſ1cians, and to make 
rhem all agree, it is or Difference of Imagination, and 
dered amog them, that Of this all the Hiſtorians are full, 
| nou fol! proud 1 Cre oxy the Egyptians are great Wi- 
zards, and how ready t to ſupply 
all Wants, and to find out, and miniſter Re- 
medies for all Neceſhities. 

Joſephus therefore to exaggerate the Wil- 
dom of So/oz0, hath theſe Words, The Skill 
and Cunning mbah Solomon ions from 
God was ſo great, that he farpaſs'd all his Pre- 
aeceſſors, ana even the Egyptians, who were 
eſteemed the Wiſeſt of all. Plato ſaid allo, 
T nat the Egyptians excelled all Men in the 

 orid 1n the Skill how to get their Living, 
which 15 a Cratt that * DERRED to the Imaci- 

nation. 

And that this 1s true, | appears plainly 1n 

thatall the Sciences whuch pertain to the Ima- 

gination, were found out in Fe ypr, ſuch as are 

| the Ma themarics, Judicial Aitrology } Arith- 
bp metic, Perſpective] and thelike. 


d 4 
But 


Chap. XIV. The Tryal of Wits. _ 
But the moſt powerful Argument 1n my 
Opinion to this Purpoſe, is, that when Fran- 
cis de Valois King of France was ſeized with 
a very tedious Sickneſs, and that the Phylt- 
cians of his Houſe and Court could give him 
no Eaſe, he faid every time the Fever returns 
ed, that it was'not poſſible for any Chriſti 
an Phyſician to Cure him, and that he ex- 
pected from them no Relief. Inſomuch that 
one time being Impatient to find himſelf 
every day worſe with his Fever, he ordered 
1 Courrier to be diſpatch'd to Sparz, to de- 
irc the Emperor Charles the Fifth, to fend 
him a Jew DoQtor, the belt of all his Court, 
| irom whom he hoped to receive a Remedy 
tor his Diſtemper, if there were any in the 
| Art. There was no little Laughing m 
$9412 at this Requeſt, and all concluded that 
' was no other than the Conceit of a Man 
ma Fever. But for all this the Emperor 
was not wanting to give Order that iuch a 
| Phyſician as was required, ſhould be fought 
aiter, if he were to be found, though he 
| were out of the Kingdom, and when none 
could be mer withal, they ſent him a Phy- 
lian newly turned Chrittian, hoping there- 
dy to comply with the King's Curioſity. 
But the Phylician being arrived in France, 
and brought to the King's Preſence, there 
Pait berween them a molt agreeable Dia- 
oe, wherein was diſcover'd, that the Phy- 
Y q «{1C1an 


The Tryal of Wits. Chap. XIV. | 
fician was a Chriſtian, and therefore the | 
King would take no Phyſic at his Hands. 
The King from the Opinion he had conceived 
of the Phyſician” 5 being a Jew, asked him by 
way of paſſing the rime; if he was not as 
yet weary of expecti ng the Meſſiah promi- 
ſed in the Law? The Phytician anf{wered, 
Sir, I expect not the Meſſiah promiſed in 
the Judaic-Law. You are the wiſer for that 
replied the King, for the Signs ſet down in Þ 
the Scripture to know his Coming are al- 
ready accompliſhed a great while ago. The 
number of days (rejoined the Phylician) we 
Chriſtians keep well the Account of, for 
there are now a Thouſand five hundred 
fourty and two Years determined '{ince he 
came ; he abode in the World Thirty three 
Years, at-the end of which, he died on the 
Cr ofs, and roſe again the third Day, after 
which he aſcended 3 into Heaven, where he 
now Reigns. =h faith the King, you 
are a Chriſtian | Yes, Sir, by the Grace of 
God, an{wered the Phyſician] Then, {aid 
tie Kine, e gone to your OWN Country in 
g00d time, for I have Chriſtian Phyjicians 
cnough in my own Court and Houle, I took 
You to be a Jew, who in my Opinion are 
thoſe that have a Natural Ability tor Cures. 
£14 i10he took lexwve of him without allow- 
ns lim to teel hi n Pulſe, or examine his 


Ur in c, Or Minzle the le aſt word CONCErning 
_ his 
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: his Diſtemper. And forthwith ſent to Cou- 
- | /{:ntinopletor a Jew, who recovered him on- 
| ly with Aﬀes-Milk. 
"Ml This Concett of King Frazcs, asT take it, 
was molt reaſonable, and I conceive it ſo to 
| be, becauſe I have already proved, that in 
| the great diſtempered Heats of the Brain, 
F- the Imagination makes {uch Dilcoveries, as 

no Man knows any thing of in Health. And 
F becauſe it may not ſeem that I have ſpoken 
- & 1n Jeſt, and without any ground in Nature; 
- | youare to know, that the Variety of Men, 
; 3s well in Make of Body, as 1 Wat, and 0- 
" ther Conditions of the Soul, ariſe from rheir . 
| BF inhabiting Countries of different Tempera- 
 # ments, from drinking divers Waters, and not 
= making uſe of one kind of Diet. And there- y ; 
tore® Plato ſaid, That Me arſfer from others « p,4 te þ # 
"8 72 Make and Manners, from the Changes K Natura WM 
Winds, and Heats, or the Diverſity of 1 Wate 
HH & Fruits, of the Ear th, all which pe to p wy 
WU 4zce great difference, 'as well in the Diſpoſiti- 
| i 05, 2s Bodies of Mex. If I prove then that 
the People of 1/rae! aiter living many 
Years in Ezypr, at their going from thence, 
| cat and drank ſuch Fruits and Waters, as 
; are proper to make this difterence of Imag'- 
nation, I {hall confirm and juitily the Con- 
ceit of the King of Fraxce, and by the by 
diſcover, what Wits we are to chuſc in Spain, 
ro make Ph y{iC1ans of. 
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As to the firſt point, you are to know, 


* Gen. 8. that * Abraham demanding ſome Signs to 


op whether he or his Children ſhould poſ- 
ſes the Land of Promiſe; the Text fays, 
that as he ſlept, God anſwered him in this 
manner, Of a jurety know that thy Seed ſhall be 

Stranger in the Land that is not theirs, ad 


{hal { ferve them, and they (hall afflict them Four 


hundred Year's ; and alſo that Nation whom they 


; ſerve will Jaag ape; and afterwards (hall they come 


Twas with great > 7 Ws 


Which Prophecy was fulfilled, though 
God tor certain reſpects added T hir ty Years 


\, MOre, as Sacred Writ declares, + Now the 


jojourning of the Chilaren of Iſrael, who dwelt 
in Fe wr, mas Four hundred and thirty T Pars ; 
and it came to pals at the end of the = Ou "Gs 


ared aa thirty Tears, event he Same aay it came 


79 paſs, that "ll the Hoſt of the Lord went out. 


br 1034 the Land of Eo 2)pt. Hut thoug 11the Text 


 tays maniteſtly, that the Children of Wir eh 
\werein Egyp: Four hundred and thirty Years, 


there is a Gloſs which makes it appear, that 
£115 number of Years ' was the whole time 
Lat the Children of {/-ae/ were in Pilgrimage, 
£1: they Came tO ther own Country, but 1 in 
E2y2; their tray was but Two hundred and 


Fen Years; which Gloſs agrees not well with 


St. Steph the Proto- Martyr, in the Dif- 
courie nc bad with the Jews, that the Chil- 
arcn Ot //ae! abode Fou tundred and thirty 


$ F£ —< WY 
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And though the Abode of Two hundred 
and ten Years were ſufficient to tinfure the 
Children of I1ae! with the Qualities of E- 
29pt, yet the time they lived Abroad was not 
loſt, in what related ro their Wit, inaſmuch 
15 thoſe that live under the Yoke of ServI- 
tude, in Preſſures, in Afflictions, and in a 
itrange Land, contract a great deal of Aduſt 
Choler, in being barred Liberty of Speech, 
and of Revenging their Injuries, and the 
{ame Humour being Aduſt, 1s the Inſtru- 
ment of Craft, of Cunning, and of Malice. 
As we lee by Experience, that there are no 
Manners or Conditions worſe than thoſe of 
Slaves, whoſe Imagination 1s ever buſied in 
contriving to do ſome Damage to their Ma- 
iter, and free themſelves from Slavery. 
Moreover, the Country through which 
the Iſraelites marched, was . not not much 
alenated, nor far remote from Ez ypt, no 
more than from its Qualities ; for, wath re- 
| gard to its Miſery and Bar renneſs, God pro- 
| miſed Abraham, that he would give him an-/ 
other, more Rich and Fruitful, Now it is 
a thing verified as well in good Natural P] U 
phy, as Experience; that barren and 
poor Countries, which bear neither Grain, 
nor Fruit in abundance, produce Nicn ot 
very ſharp Wit; and on the contrary, Fat 
and Fertile Lands, produce Men that arc bis 


L:imb*d, Stout and Robult ot Body, but flow 
Oi i Wit. 


[ OUCNINE, 
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Touching Greece, Hiſtorians never make 
an end of telling us, That it 15 a Country 
proper to produce Men of great Abilities , 
and * Galez particularly fays, T hat it was a 
Wonder to ſee a Blockhead born at Athers, 
(and note, that this was the pooreſt and bar- 
renneſt Land of all Greece.) So that from 
thence may be gathered, that at leaſt ſome 
Qualities of Egypt, and the other Provinces, 
through which the Children of 1/rae/ paſt, 
gave them a very ſharp Wit : But you are 
to know how the Temperament of Egypt 
produced this Difference of Imagination : 
Which 1s very clear, conſidering that 1n this 
Country the Sun is very burning, for which 
Reaſon, the Inhabitants Brains are boiling, 
and have much Aduit Choler, which 1s the 
Inſtrument of Craft and Cunning : This 
made 4ri/*otle enquire, Whence comes it, that 
the Negroes of Fthiopia, and the Native E- 
oyptians, are ſplay Footed, curl Pated, and 


flat Nofed ? To which Problem he Anſwers, 


That the extream Heat of the Country burns 
the Subſtance of theſe Parts, and {hrievels 
them like Leather before the Fire ; from the 


| fame Reaſon their Hair curls in Rings, .ayua 


irizels. Now that ſuch as inhabit hot Coun- 


tries are Wiſer than thoſe that dwell in cold, 
we have already proved from the Opinion 


4x :VSea. Of + Ariſtoite, who askd, Why Men born in 
P:ub XV. Hot Cornptries are Mifer than thoſe Bora 


Co/d ? By neither did he know well how to. 
AnlwCer 


/ 
Fn 
; 
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| Anſwer this Problem, nor to diſtinguiſh of 
| Wiſdom ; for as we have elſewhere proved, 

there are two kinds of Wiſdom in Man, one 
| of which Plato ſpeaks, That Kyowledge which 

| is Void of Honeſty, owght rather to be called 

| Craft than Wiſdom; another, that is attend- 

ed with Honeſty and Simplicity, without 


Double-dealing, or "Tricks, and this more 


' properly 1s to be called Wildom, becauſe it 


goes always on the ſide of Juſtice, and Ho- 
neſty. "Thoſe that inhabit very hot Coun- 
tries are V/iſe in the firſt kind of Wiſdom, 
and {uch are the Egyptians. - 

Now let us ſee, when the Children of 1/- 
rael came out of Egypt, and were in the De- 
fart, what kind of Water they drank, and 
of what Temperament the Air was where 


299 


they Travelled, that we may know, whe- 


ther, on this. Occaſion, the Wit that iſſued 
with them out of Bondage, was impaired, 
or more confirmed 1n them. Fourty Years 


| (fays the Text) God ſuſtained his People 


with Manna, a Meat as delicate and ſavory 
as ever Men eat in the World; to ſuch a 
degree, as Moſes ſeeing the delicacy and good- 
nels thereof, charged his Brother Aaroz to 


fill a Pot with it, and lay it up in the Ark of 


the Coverart, to the end the Cluldren of this 
People ( being, ſetled in the Lad of Promiſe ) 
ihould ſee the Bread with which God had fed 
tne Fathers in their paſſing through the 
Delart, and how ill Returns they __— 
UC 
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fuch a Regale. And that we who never ſaw 
this Meat, may know what 1t was, 1t will 
not be amiſs to give a Deſcription of the Na- 
tural Manna, that by making allowance for 
the greater Delicacy, we may entirely com- 
prehend what was the goodnels of the Mira- 
culous Manna. 

The material Cauſe then of which Manna 
15 made, 1s a very delicate Vapor, railed by 
the force of the Sun's Heat from the Earth, 


Which being in the height of. the Region of 


ew, 


the Airis digeſted and brought to Perfection, 
end by the Cold of the approaching Night 
condenſes, and being congealed, falls upon 


_ Trees and Stones, from whence 1t 15 gather- 


meant, and where Nature was wanting, his 


ed, and preſerved in certain Veſlels to eat. 
*Fis called Dewy and Airy Honey, becauſe 
of the femblance it has with Dew, and its 
being formed of Air; its Colour is white, its 
Taſte {ſweet as Honey, and its Form like that 
of Coriander; which are the Marks which 
Sacred Writ gave alſo of the Manna eat by 
the Children of 1/ae! ; fo that there wants 
not Reaſon to ſuſpe&t that they both held 
the fame Nature. And if that which God 
made was of a more delicate- Subſtance, 10 
much the better we ſhall confirm our Op!i- 
n10n : But T was ever of Opinion, that God 
2ccommodated himfelt to Natural Means , 
when he would work with them what he 


Omnipotence ſupphed. This I fay, becauſe 
1n 


ec -— <A. > 3 boy 
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Kin giving the People Manna to eat in the De- 

- fart, ( beſides what God would figmfie by 

| it tomy thinking, was founded 1n the Diſ- 
poſition of the Earth, which to this very day 
produces the beſt Manna in the World ; 
therefore Galen ſaid, That in Mount-Libanus 
(which is not far diſtant from this Place) it 

is produced in a great quantity, and of the 

' Þ ercateſt Excellence, even to that degree, 

, i that the Country Labourers are wont to ſing 

* Win their Paſtimes, that Juprter rained down 

Honey upon their Land. And though it be 

true, that God miraculouſly created that 

Manna in the Wildernels, in ſuch a Quan- 

tity, at ſuch an Hour, and ſuch ſet Days, it 

might nevertheleſs partake of the ſame Na- 

ture with our Manna ; in hke manner as 

the Water which Moſes made ſpring out of 

the Rock, and the Fire that E/zah made 

come down from Heaven, at his Word, 

were natural Things, - though Miraculoully 

derived, 

Ihe Manna deſcribed to us 1m Scripture, 

was like a Dew, * I: was like Coriander-ſeed, * Exod xvi. 

31te, and the T aſte of it like Wafers made with 

{{02y; all which Properties meet in Natural 

. KE-anna. 

| WU {he Temperament thereof, as Phyſicians 

> BBY; is Hot, and conſiſting of ſubtile and + Meſue 
*ery delicate Parts, as allo was the Manna 1b. I < 


Ce | ce XVI. 

eat by the Iſraelites * According they mur- 

Murcd at its Deliciouinets, Var Sozt (aid. 
egy ) 


202 The Trpal of Tits. Chap. XIV, 
they) /oaths rhis light Food , and the Philoſo- 
phy of this was, That they had ſtrong Sto- 


machs, that were 1inured to Garlic, Leaks, 


and Onions, and when they fed upon Meat 
of fo flight Reſiſtance, it turned all into Cho- 
*13).]. de ler. "Therefore * Galez forbid thoſe that a- 
aiment. bound in Natural Heat, to eat Honey, or 


facul. c. 1. any other ſuch fiight Food , leſt it ſhould 


corrupt, and inſtead of Digeſting, broil in 
the Stomach hke Fat. Even fo it betel the 
Tfaezlites with the Manna ; for it converted 
all into Choler Aduſt : So that they became 
wholly Dry, and Withered, becaule this 
Meat was not ſubſtantial enough to {tuff 
[| Num. xi. them. || Ozr Soul is aried away, and Mere is 
nothing at all beſides this Manna before our 

Eyes. | 
The Water they drank aiter this Meat was 
ſuch as they deſired, and if they had not 
*r,04 xy. 10Und It as they wiſhed, God {hewed * Mc- 
—  fes a pieceot Wood, which had fo Divinea 
Virtue, that being calt into Groſs and Salt 
Water, it made them become delicate and 
+1Þ.c xi ſavory, and when they had no Water, + Me 


ſes took the Rod, with which he opened 2 


dozen Ways in the Red-Sca, and ſtriking 
therewith the Rock, there iſſued Springs 0 
Water, as delicate and ſavory as their Taſte 
could wiſh. Which gave Occaſion to df 


A 
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*, 
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* Paul to lay, That the Rock followed then 
Thartisto fay, that the Water ftream2d ou 
of the Rock according to ther Withes, deli-Þ 

cate, 
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cate, ſweet, and ſavory. And they had their 
Scomachs ſuited to the drinking of Groſs and 
Briny Waters ; for in Egypr, fays * Galen, * VLEpid 
they boiled them to prepare them for Drink, 9+ 
being putrid, and corrupt, ſo that drinking 
ſuch delicate Waters, they could not avoid 
their turning to Choler, becauſe of their ſmall 
Þ reſiſtance. » 'The ſame Qualities, ſays Galen, + v. Aph. 
| Water requires to digeſt well in our Sto- XXVUL 
mach , and not Corrupt as the folid Meats 
we eat. If the Stomach be ſtrong, it ought 
| to haveſtrong Alments, to correſpond with - 
. © it, in proportion ; but it the ſame be weak, 
x | and delicate, ſuch the Meat ought allo to be: 
. | The ſame 1s to be obſerved in Water ; for 
| we lee by Experience, if a Man be accuſto- 
{ med to drink Groſs Waters, he never quen- 
ches his "Thirſt with the Purer, nor feels 
| them hardly in his Stomach ; nay, he ſhall 
| be more Thirſty after them, inafmuch as 
| the Extream Heat of the Stomach buras, 
| and reſolves them as ſoon as they are down, 
| becauſe they can make no Reſiſtance. 
| The Arr they breathed in the Deſart was, 
af 35 we may fay, ſubtil and delicate ; for tra- 
| velling over Mountains, and through vaſt 
S0]:tudes, it Fanned them every moment 
| ireſhand clear, and without the leaft Corru-_ 
| Ption, becauſe they made no long itay in any 
| Fflace. It wasalſfoever very Temperate, for 
| by Day a Cloud was drawn before the Sun, Exo4.X11 
| "at reſtrained it from ſcorching ; and by 
Night 
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_ The Tryal of Wits, Chap. XIV. 
4-43 Night aroſe a Pillar of .Fire that moderated 
A »* FXIVS4. jt, and qualified it for ſuchan Air as* Ar:- 
on en ct ſtotle affirms, much ſharpens the Wit. 

Let us now conſider how delicate and wel! 
digeſted the Seed of the Males of this He- 

brew People might be, being nouriſhed by 
fuch Food as Manna, drinking the Waters 
we have ſpoke of, and breathing ,an Air ſo 
pure and delicate, and withal how delicate, 
and fine the Flowers of their Women might 


'+Lib. It. be; and let us call to mind what + Ariſtotle 
d Fatt. aid, That the Flowers being ſubtile and de-i 


- a licate, the Child bred of them {hall be a Man 

of great Capacity. 
How much 1t imports, that the Father 
{ſhould cat delicate Meats, to beget very able 
Cluldren, we ſhall prove at large in the laſt 
Chapter of this Book. And whereas all the 
Jews eat of the ſame delicate, and ſpirituous 
= Meat, and drank of the ſame Water ; all 
their Children and. Poſterity proved ſharp 
and of great Wit for the Matters of this 

World. 

From the Time the Children of {/ae/ were 
arrived at, and fetled in the Land of Promile 
with a ſharp Wit, as we have ſaid, they had 
ſo many Travels, Dearths, Sieges of Ene- 
mies, Subjections, and Bondages, and other 
ul Uſages, that if they had not brought trom 
Ezypt, and the Wilderneſs, the Hot, Dry, 
and Adutt Temperament ('betore mention- 
ed) they would have Contracted the __ 

rom if 


- 
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from their uncomfortable Courſe of Lite. 
For continual Sadneſs and Toil unite the Vi 
tal Spirits and Arterial Blood in'the Brain, 
Liver, and Heart, where fticking one about 
the other, they come to heat and burn. And 
ſo very often they raiſe a Fever, but ordina- 
rily produce Choler aduſt (of which moſt 
of that Nation partake even to this day) as 


* Hippocrates ſaid, That Fear and Sorrow which "V1. Aph. Y 
bold long are ſigns of Melancholy. We have *XIL BÞ 
already affirmed, That this Burnt Choler 


was the Inſtrument of Craft, Cunning, In- 
triguing, and Malice; and that Humour 15 
accommodated to the Conjectures in Phylic, 
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and by the ſame the Notice of the Cauſe and 


Cureof Diſeaſes is attained. So King Fran 


admirably hit upon it, and what he ſaid 


| was not a Delirium, much leſs a Suggeſtion 
of the Devil ; but it* ought rather to be 


thought, that by the means of a Iugh Fever, 


| of ſo long Continuance, and through the In- 
| dignation he was in to fee himſelf Sick with- 


our Relief, his Brain was fired, and his Ima- 


S gination raiſed to that degree, of which we 
lave proved before, that ( it it reaches the 


Temperament it ought ) forthwith it makes 


| a Man ſpeak whar he never learn'd. 


But againſt all that we have faid, a very 


| great Difficulty ariſes, which 1s, that if the 


v0ns or Grandchildren of thoſe-that were in 
Erypt, and had taſted Manna, the Waters, 


and delicate Air of the Defart, had been de- 


X _ _ Ggned 


44. a tid.. A 


<4” www 


The Tryal of its. Chap. XIV. 


ſigned for Phyſicians, it might ſeem that the 
"RL Opinion of King Fraxcis was ſomewhat pro- 
mp bable, for the Reaſons recounted : But that 
; © their Poſterity ſhould retain even to this day 
85 - the Diſpoſitions of the Manna, the Water, 
= the Air, «the Aﬀiitions and the Toils their 
Anceſtors endured in the Egyprian Captivity, 
3s a thing not eaſy to conceive : For if in 
Four Hundred and thirty Years, which the 
Children of Trae! ſpent in Egypt, and the 
Fourty in the Defart, their Seed could ac- 
quire thoſe Diſpolitions of Ability , they 
might better, and with more probability 
loſe it again, in the Two Sondag Years 
, lince they came out of the Deſart, more el- 
_— pecally ior thoſe that ſerled in Spa/z, a Coun- 
LY try ſo contrary to E95p7, and where they 
have ted on ſuch contrary Meats, and drank 
Waters not of {0 good a Temperament, nor 
Subſtance, as mn that Land. For ſuch 1s the 
= | Nature of Man, (and fo of any Plant, or A- 
 nimal, whatever) that he partakes of the 
_ Conditions of the Country he is tranſplant- 
ed into, and loles thoſe he brought trom other 
E-- Places. And in any Inſtance to be alledged, 
the ike will befal it, in a few days without 

_ Contradiction. 
b. +1. q A certain Race of Men, as * Herppocrates 
4 «cre, locis NOtes, to diſtinguiſh themſelves trom- the 
*4qus. Vulgar, choſe as a Mark of their Nobilty, 
| to have their Heads like a Sugar-Loaf, and 
to Shape this Figure by Art, the Mid wm 
Fl 
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theſſ had a Charge to. roll up, their Heads with 
pro-| certaidf Bands and Fillets, till they took that 
that Shape. This, Artifice really gained ſuch 
day Power, that it grew into Nature ; for in 
ter, W' tract of time all- the Noble; Children that 
her were Born, were Born with Pointed Heads 5 
ity, fo that the Art and Diligence of the, Mid- 
tin wives wasatanend : But when they left Na- 
the WW ture at liberty, without reſtraint any longer 
the by Art, by little and little {he received the 
ac-iM fame Figure ſhe had before. | 
hey The ſame nught have befallen the Chil 
lity WM dren of 1/rae?, for ſay that the Land of £2126 
ears iſ the Manna, the delicate Waters, and their 
: ef- MW Afﬀiction, ftamped in their Seed thoſe Dil- 
"un- WW poſitions of Wit, yet theſe Reaſons once cea- 
hey © ling, and others quite contrary taking Place, 
ank WY/it is certain, that the Qualities of the Manng 
nor © would wear out by degrees, and would ac- 
the © quire others very different, and more con- 
* A- I formable to the Country they inhabited, to 


the Meats they fed on, -to the Waters they 
drank, and to the Air they breathed. This 
{ Doubt in Natural Philoſophy holds little 
5ed, | difficulty ; for there are ſome Accidents to 
out © be found that are introduced in a moment, 
| and afterward indure for ever in the fubjeQ, 


aes | without poſſibility of Corrupting. - Others 


the | there are that are as long wearing out as 
«y, | they take in Engendring, ſometimes more, 
| lometimes leſs, in proportion to the Activity 


N 2 
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of one Dead ; nor was this all, his Paleneſ; 


' hor them? And that on the contrary, We 


__ __ The Tryal of Wits, Chap. XIV. 
of the Agent, and the Diſpoſition of the Pa- 
tient. For Inſtance of the Firſt, you are to 
know, that from a great Fear a certain Man 
was poſſeſſed with, he remained ſo Uisfigu- 
red and pale, that he had all the Appearances 


did not only ſtick to him all his Life long, 
but was tranſmitted alſo to the Children 
he had, without any Means found to remove 
It. 
Conformably to this, it might well be, 
that in the Four hundred and thirty Years 
the 1/raelites were in Egypt, and the Fourty 
in the Deſart, and the Sixty in the Babyl:- 
iſh Captity, there needed more than "Three 
thouſand Years, for the Seed of Abraham to 
loſe utterly the Di{poſitions for Wit, which 
the Manna had imprinted ; ſince that to re- 
move an evil Colour, which a Fright raiſed 
in a moment, more than a Hundred Years 
were requiſite. But to pierce to the Root ot 
the Truth of this 'Doctrin, T mult reſolve 
two Doubts incident to the. purpoſe, and as 
yet not cleared, - 

The firſt 15, Whence it comes that Meats 
how much the more delicate and favory they 
are (as Hens and Partridges) ſo much the 
{ooner the Stomach does Nauſeate and Ab- 


ſ:e a Man eat Beef, all the Year round, with 


our the leaſt Diſtaſt ; whereas if he cat Hens Þ 
three 
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' ff three or four days together, on the fifth, he 
- | can hardly endjzre the Smell of them, with- 


out his Stomach rifing again{t them. 
The ſecond- Doubt, is, Why Wheaten. 
Bread and Mutton not being of Subſtance ſo 
good nor ſavory, as Hen, or Partridge, yet 
| the Stomach never loaths them, though we, 
eat them all our Life long. But wanting 
| Bread, we cannot eat other Meats, or it we 
do, ghey loſe their Reliſh. 
| He that Skills how to reſolve theſe two 
Doubts, will eafily comprehend why the 
Deſcendents of the I/raelztes have not yet loſt 
the Diſpoſitions,. nor the Qualities, introdu- 
| ced by the Manna, into their Seed, and why 
the Subtilty, and Sharpneſs of Wit, of which 
they were poſſeſſed, cannot be fo ſoon Ex- 
tinguiſhed, - Two very certain and true Prin- 
ciples there are in Natural Philoſophy, on 
which the Anſwer and Ref 
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lolution, of thelg 
Doubts depends. The firit, is, 'That all the 
governing Powers 1n Man are naked, dive: 
fed of the Conditions and Qualities that are 
veſted in their ObjeQs, to the end they may. 
know and judge of all their Differences. 


y | {e.Fyes hold this Property, which heing 
b to receive all Figuresand Colours, have need 
> | 9 be-rotally diveſted thereof, for if they 
were Yellow, /as in ſuch as have the Jaun- 
1. | ice, all things they ſee would appear to them 
| Of that Colour. So the Tongue ( which is 

X } T the 
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__ TheTtyal of Wits, Chap. XIV. 
the Inſtrument of "Taſte ) 5 hot to be void 
of all Savour; and if the” fame' be Sweet 
or Bitter, we ſee by Experience, / that all 
we Fat, or Drink, has the ſame Taſte: It 
iS the very fame in Heating, SmeÞing and 
Toannd > 
- Theother Principle is, that all Created Be- 
ings in the World are naturally Adapted to 
their own Preſervation, labouring to Endure 
for ever; and, that' that, Being which They 
have received from God, ard Nature, may 
never have end ;. though afterwards they are 
to poſſeſs a better Nature. * By this Principle 
all Natural Things which are provided with 
Knowledge and - Senſe, abhor whatever 
changes and corrupts their Natural Com- 
—_— = TT _ 
— The Stomach is naked; and diveſted of the 
Stbftance and "Qualities of atl the Meats in | 
rhe World, i5"the Eye of Colours and Ft- 
pures ; and When we Eat oft, ,though thi 
Stomach*overcome it, yet the Meat turns a- 
rainſt the Stomach, becauſe the ſame is of a 


contrary Principle, and alters and corrupts 


its Temperament and Subltance ; for there 1s 
no Agent ſo powerful, that ſuffers not in AQ- 
ins, Meats very delicate and ſavory, .ex; 
ceedinoly alter the Stomach ; Firft, becauſe 
it receives and diffolves then 'with'fo great 
Greedineſs and Reliſh.” Secondly, as being 
'of ſo {ubtile Parts, and without gr 

ny T they 
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Chap. XIV. The Tryal of Wits. J1T 
- they pierce into the Subſtance of the Sto- 
mach, from which they cannot part again. 
The Stamach feeling that this Meat alters 1ts 
Nature,* and takes away that Correſpon- 
dence it has with other Meats, begins to 
loath it, and if it be forced to feed | 4 
gs OY 4 { Thiſe who ave »{:4 18 
on it, ſeveral Sawſes and Seal0n- .; year, and Pariridge, 
ings are prepared to Cheat it. All never loarh them, becauie | 


| _ Fra - their Stomach is turned © 
this the Manna had from the be- 77,1 Ft | 


$ 
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ginning ; ' for though it was a 


Meat ſo delicate and favory, in the end the _ 


Children of 17ae! nauſeated it ; wherefore 


they ſaid, Our Soul loaths that flight Meat. A 


Complaint unworthy a People fo highly fa- 


voured by God, whe had on a Reme- 


s/ for this, in making the Manna have thoſe 
aſtes and Relifhes, which belt agreed with 


them, that it might go down the better ; 


Thou gaveſt them Bread from Heaven, which 


had in it all ſorts of Pleaſantreſs. For which 


cauſe many among them fed thereon with a 
g00d Appetite, for they had Bones, Nerves, 
and Fleſh, ſo Afimilated with the Manna, 
and its Qualities, that by reaſon of the great 
Reſemblance, they longed for nothing elle, 


"Tis the ſame in Wheaten Bread, and Mut- 
| ton, of which we ordinarily eat. Groſs. 
Meats, and of good Subſtance, as Beet,, are 


OO | | . 
full of Excrements, and the Stomachrecetves 


them not with {uch deſire as thoſe that are 


delicate and fayofy, and fo they take more 
; A 4 cums. 
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time to be Aſſimilated. Hence it follows, + 
That to Corrupt the Alteration which the 
Manna made in a day, there will be need of 
a whole month of contrary Meats ; «nd atter 


' this Accqunt to extinguiſh the Qualities that 


Manna had introduced in the Seed in the 
{pace of Fourty Years, there needs Four thou- 
{and Years, and more. But if you think nor, 


let us ſuppoſe that as God calld out of Egypt 


the Twelve Tribes of 1ſrae/, he had drawn 


. Twelve Blacks, and as many She-Negroes, 


from the fartheſt part of Erhiopza, and had 
brought them into Spariz ; how many Years 
would it have taken to have made theſe 
Abors, and their Deſcengents, loſe rheir black 
Colour, not mixing at all with the Whites ? 
To meit ſeems it would have taken a great 
number of Years, ſince it 1s now more than 
Two hundred Years fince the firlt Gypfies 
came from Fgypr into Spain, and yet their 
Children have degenerated. but a little from 
the nimble Wit and Cunning which their 
Anceſtors brought out of Egypt, no more 
than from their Tawney-Colour ; ſuch is the 


force of Human Seed, when it has received 
ary well-rooted Quality. And in hke man- 


ner, as the Moors in Spazz tranſmit their Co- 
lour to their Peſcendents, by means of their 
Sced, though they be out of Ethiopia, 10 
Iikewn the Jews in Sparz may communicate 
to ther Defcundents their Sharpneſs of Wit : 


With- 


hw >. I. ES 
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Without being in Egypt, or eating Manna : 
For to be Knowing, or Ignorant, are as well 
Accidents in Men, as to be White or Black. 
_ True it 1s, that they are not now ſo quick 


and ſharp, as they were a Thoufand Years 
ago; for from the time they left off to eat 


| Manna, thew Deſcendents came by degrees 

| to degenerate from "the uſe of Contrary 

| Meats, and from inhabiting a difterent Coun- 

F ty from Egypr, and drinking no' ſuch deli- 


cate Waters as in the Deſart, and alſo be- 


| cauſe they have mingled with Women. of 


the Gentile Race, who wanted this Diffes 
rence of Wit:: But this is not to be denied 


| them, that ag.yet they have not utterly loſt 


t,- 
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greater than it; yet the Commonwealth, 


CHAP. XV. 


To what Difference of Wit the Art-Mili- 
tary belomgs, and by what Marks the 
_ Man may be known, who has it. 


THAT: is the cauſe, fays * Ariftoth, 
' ſince Fortitude is:not Eſteemed the 
chicf of all Virtues, but Juftice and Prudence 


and all Men in a manner, with one Conſent, 
more Eſteem 2 V ahant Man; and have more 
Honour for him in thejr:Hearys; than for-the 
Juſt and Prudent, although raiſed to great 
Place and Dignity ? To this Problem he An- 
{wers, ſaying, That there 1s no King in the 
World, but is engaged in War, either Ot- 
tenfive or Defenſive; and as 1t is to the Va- 
tant, that they owe Glory, Empire, Re- 
venge upon their Enemies, and-the Preſerva- 
tion of their Dominions';; they give more 
Honour, not to the Chief Virtue, which 3s I 
Juſtice, but to that which is moſt Uſeful and 
Advantagious ; for if the Valant were not 
treated thus, at what a loſs would Kings be 
ro find Captains and Soldiers ſo frankly to 
venture their Lives in Defence of tha 
Crowns and Countries ? 
Ot the Aſzatics it 1s reported, that there 
was a part of them who armed themſelves 
| very 


Chap. XV. @The Tryal of Wits. 
very Couragioufly, and being asK'd, Why 


they had neither King nor Laws? They an- 
ſwered, That Laws made them Cowards ; 
and fince a Neceflity appeared for them to 


expoſe themfetves to all the Hazards of War, 
' todrive orhers out of their Stare, they choſe 
rather to fight for themſelves, and reap the 


Fruit of their own ViRories ; but this was 
in Anſwer of Barbarians rather than of rea- 
ſonable People, who know full well, that 


4 
P 


le 
without 4 King, without a Cominonwealth, 


and without Laws, it is tiot poſſible to pre» 
ſerve Men in Peace, * be 
hat Ariſtotle fd was Cloſe to the Point, 


n oF IRIS FL PL LL WW 7,” ES . 
though there be yet a better Aniwer ; which 


15 this, that when Rowe Honoured' her Cap- 


tain, with thoſe Triumphs and | Solemnities, 
ſhe did not only recompence the Bravery of 


the Conqneroy, ' but alſo Tak "Tuſtice ( by 
means of which, he kept his Army in Peace 
and Concord) his Conduct whith he had 
made uſe of. ir his Exploits, and their Tem- 
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perance obſerved in abſtaining from Wine, 


Women, and Glurtony, which are apt to 
aiforder the Judgment, and produce fatal 
Miſtakes in Conncils. Yea Prudence is more 
tobe deſired in a, General, and ought rather 
to be rewarded than Courage, or Bravery ; 
for as Vegetizis ſaid, There are few over-Cou- 
ragious Captains, that luckily accompliſh 
great Actions ;*and the Reaſon is, that Pru- 
dence is more neceſſary in War than _— 

| nels 
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The Tryal of (its. Chap. XV. 
neſs in Encountring. But what tius Pru- 
dence is, which 1s neceſſary, Yegetizs. could 
never find out, nor ſpecify the Difference of 
Wit he ought to have, who Commanded tn 
Chief; and no marvel, becauſe the manner 
of Philoſophizing on which this Knowledge 
depends, was not then found out. True 
it 15, that Enquiry falls not within our firſt 
Intention, which-was to make choice of Wits 
ft for Letters ; but War is a thing ſo peril. 
lous, and depending on ſuch deep Councils, 
and it is of {uch importance for a King to 
know whom to truſt his Power and Eltate 
with, that we {hall do no meaner ſervice to 
the Commonwealth in Teaching this Wifte- 
rence of Wit, and its Marks, than in the 0- 
ther Differences of Wit we have deſcribed. 
You are to know then, that Malzrrza, . and 
Militia, as they have one Name, {o likewiſe 
one Definition ; for by the change only. of 
one Letter, each recipracally paſſes into the 
other. What are the Properties and Nature 
of Malice, * C:cero recounts, when he ſays, 
That Malice is nothing elite but a fly and I 
wary Proceeding in Miſchief, and fo it 1s 1n 
War, no other thing is atted, but how to 
oftend the Enemy, and to defend our {elves 
from his Stratagems ; to that the beit Pro- 
perty of a General is to be Malicious to. bis i 
Enewv,, and not to interpret any of his Acti- 
ons in good part, but all in.the worit Senſe 
that can be taken, and ever to ſtand upon 
his 
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his Guard. * Believe not thy Enemy, with "Ecdleſ.xii. 


his Lis he ſweetneth, and his Heart betrayeth 
thee, to make thee fall into the Pit; he weepeth 
with his Eyes, and if he light upon a fit occaſtor, 
he will not be ſatisfied with thy Blood. '* 


A fair inſtance of this we have in * Holy + Jadithx. 7 


Writ ; for when the 1/raelites were Belieged 
in Bethulia, and Fatigued with Hunger and 
Thirſt, that famous Lady Juaith iſſued out 


in a deſignto kill Holofernes, and in her pro- 


ceeding to the Aſſyrian Army, ſhe was ſtopt 
by the Centinels and Guards, who asking 
her whether, ſhe was bound ? She anſwered 
with,ambiguous Wit ; I am a Daughter of 
the Jews, whom you have Beſieged, and I 


fled, becauſeT know full well that they will 


fall into your Hands, and that you would 
treat them ill, becauſe they will not ſubmit 
themſelves to Mercy. Therefore I reſolved 

to wait upon Holoferiis and to diſcover to 
um the Secrets of this obſtinate People, and 
to ſhew him which way he may enter the 


City, without the loſs of a Man. Juaith 


being brought into Holoferzes's Preſence, 
threw her {elf at his Feer, and with cloſed 
Hands began to Worſhip him, and to ſpeak 
to him the faireſt Words that were ever 
ipoke to Man in the World : Inſomuch that 
Holofernes, and his whole Councytl, made no_ 
{cruple to believe all that ſhe faid ro be true. 
But ſhe not unmindful of the Deſign ſhe 
had formed in her Heart, ſtaid only till a 
| CON= 
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_ convenient Occaſion offered, and cut off. his 
Head. = 1 
A Friend has quite contrary Qualities, and 
therefore ought always to be credited. Ac- 
cordingly Holoferzes might better have be- 
lieved Achtor, ſeeing he was his Friend; who 
from a Zeal that he ſhould not diſhonoura- 
bly leave theSiege, {aid to him; Sir, firſt n- 
form your ſelf, whether this People have 
Sinned againſt God ; for it it be ſo, he will * 
liver them into your Hands, without any 
Efforts of yours to Conquer them ; but if 

they be in his Favour, be aſſured that he 

will defend them, and we {ha]l not be able 

_ to vanquiſh them. MHolofernes was nota lit- 

tle diſpleaſed with this Advice, being a Pre- 
ſumptuous Man as he was, given to Women 

and Wine, three things which diſturb the 
Judgment, and are directly oppoſite to the 
Councils that ought to be taken in the Art- 

* De Le. Military. Therefore * Plato with Reaſon 
gbus. approved of that Law the Carthageniaps had, 
which forbids the General to drink Wine du- 

ring the Campaign, becaule this Liquor, t9 
#XIV «8. ule the Words of Ariſtotle, makes Men of 
Frob. XV. a Turbulent Wit, and raiſes their Courage 
£00 high, as was evident in Holoferzes, from 
thoſe angry Words which he Vented againſt 
Achior, "The Wit that is neceſſary as well 
to projet Ambuſhes and Stratagems, as allo 
to evade them, Cicero has pointed to us, 
deriving the Erymology of this word, Ver- 
ſutia, 
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s | ſatis, which comes, as he fays, from the 
Verb Verſor, foraſmuch as thoſe. who are 
Winding, Wily, Double, and Cavillers, in 
a 'moment play their Tricks, and change 
their Meaſures with eaſe. The ſame * C7 * pe Na- 
cero gives us an Inſtance, when he ſaid, That tur. Deor. 
Chryſippus was without doubt a Winding aud 
and Crajn) Fellow : Verſutus & Calidus, {4 
T call thoſe whoſe Wit readily weers, and 5,1 
upon Occaſion. . 
This Property readily to nick the Occa- 
ſion, 15a certain Induſtry and Segacity, (as 
we have already . noted) which belongs to 
e WW the Imagination; for the Powers which con- 
t- WM fiſt in Heat, perform their Works with 
e- WW fpecd, by reaſon of which Men of great Un- 
J erftanding avail nothing in War; becauſe 
x | this Paculry is but flow in its proceedings, 
being a Friend of Uprightneſs, Plainnels, 
Simplicity, and Mercy : All which occaſion 
| great Inconveniences ia War. Men of thefe 
Qualities are not only unacquainted with 
| the Tricks and Stratagems of War, but allo 
| ealily Cheated, becauſe they truſt every 
Body. Theſe Men are good to treat with 
| Friends, with whom there is no need Of the 
Wiſdom of the Imagination , but only of 
the Integrity and Simpleneſs of the Under- 
ſtanding, which endures no Tricks, tor to 
do Wrong to any ; but they are of no Uſe 
| to conteſt with Enemies, Who are over- 
reaching with their Wiles, and therefore 
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The Tryal of Wits. Chap. XV. 
there is always occaſion for the ſame Wit, 
to be on our Guard againſt them. And 
for this Reaſon Jeſus Chriſt our Redeemer 


* Matth.x. By in Charge to his Diſciples, * Behold, I 
of 


= 


d you forth as Sheep in the midſt of Wolves, 
be ye therefore Wiſe as Serpents, and Innocent 
as Doves. Warineſs muſt be practiſed with 
an Enemy, Frankneſs and Suppliciry only 
with a Friend. 

Tf then the General is not 1n the leaſt to 
truſt his Enemy, but ever to ſuſpect that he 
may over-reach him , he muſt neceſſarily 
have a Difterence of Imagination, that fore- 
caſts, is wary, and can skill how to diſcover 
the Deſigns which are covered under fair 
Pretences. For the ſame Power that finds 
them out, can only apply alſo a Remedy. 
It feems that this allo 1s another Difference 
of Imagination, that deviſes Inſtruments and 
Machines, by. means of-which, Fortrefles are 
gained , though impregnable ; Camps are 
pitched, and each Squadron Marſhalled in 
due place ; the fit Opportunities are known 
of Attacks and Retreats ; as alſo the ſeveral 
ſteps in Treaties and Capitulations, with an 
Enemy ; for all which che Underſtanding 1s 
no lels impertinent than the Ears are to ice 
withal. Therefore I doubt not in the leait 
but that the Art-Military belongs to the Ima- 
g1nation, fince all that a good Captain ought 
ro Go, carries with it Confonance, Figure, 
and Correſpondence. n 

al 
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, The Dithculty is to know what difference 
1 of Imagination in particular is required in 
r | War. Which I cannot refolve with Cer- 
I | tainty, becauſe it is a very'nice' Enquiry. 


Yet I conjecture that the Art-Military re- 
| quires a degree more of Heat than the Pra- 
Nis of Phylic, and that the Choler be fome- 
what allayed, but not utterly quenched. 
Which 15 plainly ſeen in this, that the ſubtil- 
eſt and moſt intriguing Captains are not the 
moſt Couragious, nor deſirous of coming to 
Blows,- or giving Battel, but rather by Am- 
buſhes and ſecret Stratagems gain their ends, 
without hazarding a broken Pate ; a Pro- 
| petty that YVegeties was more pleaſed with 
than any other. For good Gemerals; ſaid he, 
are not thoſe that fight in a plain Field, with 
equal Danger, but rather ſuch as make uſe of 
ſecret Surprizes, ang. without loſs of Men, ever 
cut off the Enemies Force, or at leaſt hold them 
in Ave, 'The advantage of this manner of }. 
Wit, the Romaz Senate knew ; for though 
they had many Famous Captains ; which 
| won abundance of Battels, yet at their Re- 
turning to Rozze, to receive the Triumph 
and Glory, due to their Enterprizes, the 
| Wailings of the Fathers made tor their Dead 
Children, the Children for their Dead Pa- 
rents, the Wives for ther Husbands, and 
the Brothers for their Brethren, were fo 
great, that they could not taſte the Solemn 
d q Games 
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222 The Tryal of Wits, Chap. XV, 
Games and Paſtimes, throngh the pitiful 
| Cries for thoſe that were killed upon the 
Spot. Inſomuch, that the Senate reſolved 

no more to chuſe ſo Valiant Captains, that 
took ſuch Pleaſure in Fighting, but rather 

Men a little Timorous, but very deſigning ; 
{uch as was Cuintns Fabins, of whom it is 
Writ, that it was a Miracle to ſee him offer 

a pitch'd Battel in open Field , eſpecially 
Me he. was far from Roe, whence he 
ould not readily draw Succours, if he were: 

Wor ſted. All he did, was to dally with 

the Enemy, pp make ufe of Str atagems and 
Tricks of War, by which means ; he per- 
formed great things, and gained many Vi- 
CtOries, without the loſs of one Soldier: Ac- 
cordingly he was received at Roe with U- 
mverſal Applauſe, becauſe if he led Abroad 
a Hundred thouſand Solgiers, he returned 
Home with as many, except thole that were 

loſt by Sickneſs. "The Public Acclamations 

* Cicera the People gave him was what * Ennins has 

Pl. d reported. 


9'Ct)» 


"FN $ 7 y 6 Foy þ | . 4 
Unis homo 3095 cinitando reſtituit YOM. 


One Man ajone for us has done the Feat, 
WHro without Fighting has preſeryv'd the State. | 


As it he hal a. A Man that beats the 
| Enemy without Blo ws, or Effution of 
: Blood, 
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# Blood, and returns Home without Loſs of _ 
| Men. | 
Some Captains ſince have endeavoured to 
| imitate him : But becauſe they wanted his 
| Wit, and his Deſigns, they have often {lip- 
ped fair Opportunities of Fighting, whence 
| have proceeded, more Inconveniences, and 
oreater Loſles, than if they had given Battel 
out of hand. - OW | 
{ We may alſo draw into Example that Fa- 
| mous Carthaginian Captain, of whom Plu- 
| :1rch Writes thus. Hanibal upon gaining 
| that Sipnal Victory, commanded many 1ta- 
1112 Priſoners to be ſet at Liberty, without 
Ranſom, that the Fame of his Mercy and 
 Clemency might {pread it felt among the 
© Pcople, though in his own Diſpoſition he 

was far enough from theſe Virtues. For he 
was Naturally Fierce and Barbarous, and fo 
trained from his tender Years, that he had. 
arned no Laws, or Civil Conduct what- 
ever, but only Wars, Slaughters, and 'Tre- 
panings of his Enemies : So that he became 
a very Cruel Captain, moit Malicious, 1n 
circumventing Men , and always plotting 
how to Enſnare the Enemy : And where he 
could not Overcome by open Force, he had 
courſe to Stratagems, as he plainly thew'd 
n the Battel above-mentioned, and 1n that 
vhich he cave before to Sempronins near the 
Werot Trebia, | 
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= _ becauſe Prudence (as 
= conliſts in Coldnelſs, 
flour in Heat. 


It Children are ex- 
treamly TimeroMvs, it 15 4 


very Wiſe ; Becauſe the 
Seed they were raiſed 
_ from was much burnt, 
and of the Nature of A- 
tra Bil1s, 


The Tryal of Wits. Chap. XY. 
The Marks by which he may be known, | 
that hath this Difference of Wit, are very | 
uncommon, and well worthy Conſfidera- | 
*Dial.de tion. * Plato ſaid, That he who would be | 
Saentt Skilled 3n this kind of Talent here treated of, 
can neither be Valiant, nor good Natured, | 
Þ Ariſtotle” has told us) 
but Courage and Va- 
Now as theſe two Qualirics ! 
are inconſiſtent, and contrary to each other, | 
in Ike manner 1t 1s Br”! 
Man ſhould be very Valiant and Prudent at ! 
once. Therefore it is neceſſary that his 
Choler ſhould burn to ſuch a degree, as to 
become black Choler, that he may be Pru- | 
dent ; but where this kind of Me- | 
lancholy reigns, by reaſon of its þ 
fign that they wit prove Coldnels are ingendered alſo Fear 
and Cowardice. In ſuch fort 
that Skill and Cunning require | 
ſome Heat, becauſe they are | 
Works of the Imagination, but | 
notin ſo high a degree as Courage, and ac- | 
cordingly are different in the Intention of De- 
gree. But there talls out a thing very ob-F 
{ervable, that of the Four Moral Virtues, 
(Prudence, Juſtice, Fortitude, and Tempe-| 
rance) the two Firſt require Wit and a good! 
Temperament, to be put in Pra&tice; tor | 
a Judge has not Underſtanding ſufficient 


cnough to find out the Point of Juſtice, - 
will 


that the ſame 
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will be of little uſe to him, to have a Will 
diſpoſed to render to each his due ; with all 

his good Meaning he may i{tray, and wrong 
the true Proprietor. 

The ſame 1s to be underſtood of Prudence; 

jor” 1f only the Will ſuficed, to keep all 
things 1n good Order, Men would never 
milcarry 1n. their Actions, good” or bad ; 
there 1s no "Thief, who aims not to Rob in 

{uch a manner as not to be Diſcovered ; and 
there 15 no Captain, that does not delire 10 
much Prudence as to Conquer his Enemy : 
S Butthe Thief that is not his Crafts-maſter in 
) Y Robbing, 15 ſoon Diſcovered ; and the Cap- 
- Y tain that wants Imagination, 1s preſently 
- F worſted. . 

1 Fortitude and 'Temperance are Virtues 
which a Man carries in his own Hands, 
though he wants a Natural Diſpoſition ta 
them ; for if he makes but {mall account of 

his Lite, and ſhow Courage, he may well do 
EY it; but it he be Stout by Natural Diſpoſition, 
-Y Ariſtotle and Plato lay very well, it 15 impol- 
© Y {ible for im to be Wiſe, though he would. 
)-F After this manner then there is no Repug- 
SY nance, but that Prudence may be joined with 
&- F Courage and Fortitude ; for a Wie and 
0 Prudent Man has the Underſtanding to ha- 
1Y zard his Honour for his Soul, his Lite for his 
at Honour, and his Fortune for his Life; as it 
ny Galy happens. From whence it comes, that 
oy | 2: F Gentle- 
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Gentlemen beins more Honourable, ſhow 
themſelves ſo Valiant, and that there are 
none fatigue, 'or ſuffer more, in War than 
they ; though they . have been bred in the 
midit of Pleaſures; and all for tear of being e- 
ſteemed Cowards. Whence came that Say- 
ing, God keep me from a Gentleman by day, and 
from a Thief by night ;, for one to be ſeen, and 
the other not to be known, fight with double 


Courage. 


On this very reaſon the Inſtitution of the 
Kmghts of Malta was Founded ; for know-. 
ing how much it imports a Noble Man, to 
be a Man of Courage, it 1s provided by a | 
Conſtitution, that all of their Order {hould | 


. be Noble by Fathers and Mothers ſide, ima- 


g1ning that each of them in Combate, mult | 
ſhow himfelf worth rwo Plebeians. But it | 
a Gentleman had 1t in charge to Encamp an | 
Army, and were to give Orders to Surprize | 
the Enemy, it he had not a Wit proper for 
it, he would commit and utter a thouſand | 
Blunders; becauſe Prudence 1s not an the |} 
handof Man. But if he had Orders to Guard | 
a Pais, he might well be depended upon, 
even though he were naturally a great Cow- | 
ard. "The Sentence of Plato 1s to be under- 


1tood, when a Prudent Man follows his Na- | 


tural Incl.nation, and corrects not the fame | 
by Reaton. And 1o is it true, that the very I 
Wiſe, cannot be Couragious by a Natural | 

Tu | 
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Diſpoſition ; for aduit Choler, which makes _ 
him Prudent, the ſame, ſays * Hippocrates, * VI. A oh. ' 
makes him Timerous and a Coward. rp » 
The Second Property the Man ought to 
have that hath this Difference ot Wit, where- 
of we treat, 1s to be mild, and oood Con- 
ditioned ; becauſe he foreſees a "Thouſand 
Things 1n his Imagination, and allowing that 
the leaſt Slip and Miſcarriage may prove the 
lols of an Army, he ever has an Eye to rhe 
main Chance. But thoſe that know little, 
all Carefulneſs, a Toil; Chaſtiſement, Cru- 
elty ; Mercy, Softneſs Suftering and Dif. 

ſembling , of lewd Parts, Good-Nature : 
Which proceeds only from the Dulnels of 
Men , who dittinguiſh not the Worth of 
Things, nor which way they are to be ma- 
naged ; but the Prudent and Wiſe are out of 
all } Patience, nor can they bear to {ce things. 
ill managed, though they have no [nter eſt 
in them ; therefore they live but a little 
whule, and with much uncalineſs of Mind. | 
And therefore Solomon ſays, +1 gave my heart , ger v. 
tO know 1ſdom, and to know Madweſs and Fol- 
'f /, 4nd perceived that this alſo is but Iexation i 
of Spirit ; for in much Wiſdom is much Grief ; 
and he that tacreaſeth Kgiowledge, increaſeth 
SOTO. As if he had faid, T have been a 
Fool, and I have been Wiſe, and I have ex- 
Re enced Trouble in every thing : For he 
Wt f I'S Its Underſtanding With abundance 
P14 = 
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of Knowledge, reaps no other Advantage, 
but to be more Pen{ive and Moroſe. By 
which it ſeems that Solomon would have us 
underſtand, that he lived more Contentedly 
in Ignorance; than after he had received 
Wiſdom. And in truth it 1s, the Igno- 
.rant live molt careleſs, they are in pain for 
nothing, and they think no Body in the 
World has more Wit than themſelves: The 
Vulgar call fuch Azgels of Heavez, obſerving 
that they reſent nothing to put them out of 
Humour, nor find fault with any thing i 
done, but let all paſs: But did they well 
conſider the Wiſdom and Qualities of an 

Angel, they would find it was a word of ill 
Sound, and a Caſe for the Inquiſition-Houle; 
tor from the inſtant of our recelving the uſe 
ot Reaſon, to the hour of our Death, they 
do nothing cle but check us for the evil we 


_ Qo, andare our Monitors tor what we ought. 


St, Foun 


apt? 


As LN; 


© Matt N.X:. 


to co. And it, as they ſpeak to us in their 
ipiritual Language, moving our Imagina- 
f10ns, they ſhould deliver their Adfnonitions 
iN Material W ords, we might hold them im- 


pert Sialos L and oreffing., And he that he- 


Tres ES OE this, let him mark that the Angel 


of whom * St, Metrhew ſpeaks, ſeem'd no leis 
to Herod and his Brother Ph:lip's Wite, lee- 
ng that to be rid &f his finding ps they 
fairly cut oft his Head, 


It 


* oa 


It would have been much more to the 0%rve 1} 
Purpoſe to have {tiled theſe Men, whom the 7” p 
Vulgar fondly call Angels of Heaven, The aemsry © % 
Aſſes of the Earth ; for amongit Brute Beaſts, 4 2:/- }; 
ſays * Galen, there is none more blunt or of 7 * 8 
lels Wit than the Aſs, though in Memory 1: wy 
he ſurpaſſes all the reſt ; he refuſes no Bur- 777e5-a/s} 
den, he goes as he 15 guided, without turn- <. vi 
ing this way or that; he neither Winces 
nor Bites; he never runs away, nor 
is Skittiſh, and full of Tricks. If he be 
Taboured with a Cudgel, he turns not again ; 
he ſeems to be made wholly for the Will 
and Service of his Maſter, The ſame Pro- 
perty have theſe Men the Vulgar call Agel; 
of Heaven, and their Tameneſs proceeds but 
rom their being half Witted, and of a ſhort 
Imagination, and the Iraſcible Faculties being 
remiſs, which 1s a great defe&t in Man, and 
{hews he is ill Conſtituted, 

There never was Angel or Man in the 
World of a better Nature than Chriſt our 
| Redeemer, who one day entring the Tem- 
ple, whipt out the Sellers of Merchandizes ; 
and the Reaſon of it was, that the Iraſcible 
Faculty is as the Rod or Sword of Reaſon, 
and the Man who blames not what 1s il} 
done, either. ſhows himſelf a Fool, or is de- 
tective in the Traſcible Faculty. So that it 
is a Wonder to ſee a Wiſe Man that is Gen- 
tle, and of this Humour, which ill Men 
—. would 
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would have him. And fo thoſe who Writ 
the Hiſtory of J4l:z5 Ceſar, admire how the 
* Soldiers could bear a Man fo rough and ſe- 


vere, which proceeded from his havinga Wit 
ht for War. 
The Third Property of thoſe who have 


this Difference of Wit, is, that they are re- 


gardlels of their Dreſs ; they are almoſt all 
homely, 1lovenly, their Stockings looſeabout 
their Heels, ſetting full of Wrinkles, their 
Cap ſlouching on oneſide, fond of old Cloaths, 
never caring tor change of Sus. 

Of this Humour, (fays Florus ) was the 
famous Captain Viriatus, a Portupueze, of 
whom (enlarging on his great Humility ) 
he ſpeaks, and afhrms, that he ſo much de- 
{1pis'd tricking up himſelf, as the pooreſt | 
Common Soldier in all his Army went not 
Jo meanly clad as he. Though, in truth, 
this was no Virtue, -nor did he do it with de-. 
fien, it being, a Natural defect of thoſe who 
have this ditterence of Imagination, where- 
of we treat, The Negligence of Tins 
Ceſar much deceived Cicero, tor beihg asked 
(afrer the Battel) the reaſon that moved 
him to take Pope's Part, Macrobizes tells us, 
that his Anſwer was, Hi Girding decervea 
72ze ; as nt he had ſaid, I was deceived in oÞ- 
ſerving Jars Caeſar in ſuchan Undreſs, never 
having his Girdle tilt, (whom the Soldiers 
in Way of a By-word, calPd Dangle-Coat: ) 

| Though 


— F]a lA 


Chap. XV. The Tryal of Wits. 
Though this ſhould rather have induced him 
to have believed, that he had the Wit fit for 


a Council of War; as Sy{a could remark, ſo 
Szuetonins has told us, who ſeeing this great 


Captain, when a Boy, and fo carelefly Rig- 
ged, bid the Romans, Beware of the Ungirt 
Boy. 

The Hiſtorians are much employed in re- 
counting Hanibal's Regardleſnels of his 
Cloaths, and his Sandals, and how little he 
cared to go trim and neat. , 

Hippocrates, defirous to ſhew the Marks 
by which the Wit and Ability of a Phyſician 
nught appear, among{t many others he found 
to that purpoſe, has ſet down as the Prin- 
cipal, the Dreſs and Equipage of his Perſon. 


He that is cleanly about his Hands, often 


pares his Nails, has abundance of Rings on 


his Fingers, wears perfumed Gloves, his 


Stockings very tite, his Collar ſtiff, and 


Without a Wrinkle ; his Cloak new bruſh'd, 


and without a Hair upon it ; he, I fay, that 
is very nice 1n every thing, one may verv 
well ſay, is a Man of ſmall Underſtanding. 
Tou may know, ſaid he, Men by therr Cloaths 
for the oftner you ſee them Curions in their be- 
ing Modiſh, and Smug, the more you are to de- 
cline them, and hate to meet them ; tor theſe 
Perſons are good for nothing. Horace was 
iurprized to fee Men of Wit, and ſuch as 
were always engaged in ſome deep Medita- 
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tion, with long Nails, the Knuckles and Joints 
of their Fingers full of Dirt, and naſty ; a 
dangling Cloak ; a Collar always unbutton- 
ed, a foul Shirt, and untied Shp-Shooes , 
Stockings down at Heels, and all in wrinkles; 
Upon which he 1{aid, Thegreateſt part of theſe 
Men never think of paring their Nails, nor 
ſhaving their Beards, nor waſhing and combing 
themfetves. » 

But the Reaſon of 1t 1s, that the great Un- 
deritanding, and the great Imagination ridt- 
cule all things in the World, as finding no- 
thing there, that Merits their Animadver- 
ſion, or that is ſolid. Nought but Sublime 
and Divine Speculations take with them, 
upon theſe they bend all their Thoughts, and 
their whole Study, deſpiling the reſt. Czcero 
ſays, That before we grow Intimate with 
any, or engage in Friend{hip with them, we 
ought to eat a Buſhel of Salt together, be- 
cauſe Mens Manners and Humous are 1o re- 
ſerved, that no one Body in a little time can 
diſcover them ; Experience only , and the 
Converſation of many days can give us a 
certain knowledge of them : But it he had 
taken notice of the Marks the Sacred Wri- 
tings have left us, in leſs time than there 
ought be in eating a ſmall handtul of Salt, 
he might have penetrated into all their 
Crafts and Ways of working, without the 


attendance of ſo many days. Three EuNgs | 
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( ſaid the Wiſe-man)) diſcover the Man let *' 
him be never ſo reſerved and cloſe ; the firſt 
is, his Laughter ; the ſecond, his Dreſs ; and 
the third, hi Gate, As to Laughter, we 
have already ſaid elſewhere, that when they 
Laugh diforderly , ands upon all occaſions, 
clapping and {tricking the Hands, with other 
Grimaces, that ſhew them to be great Gig- 
olers, 1t 1s a ſign they want Imagination and. 
Underſtanding. As tothe Nicety of Cloaths, 
and to be always a bruſhing off the Hairs, 
hunting/as it were after every Hair upon the 
Coat, we but now ſufficiently ſpoke to. 
Only I would inform the Reader, that my 
deſign here 1s not to condemn Neatneſs and 
Sprucenels in Cloaths, nor_ to approve. Slo- 
venlineſs and Ungenteelneſs, becauſe the one 
and the other are Vitious, and there 1s need 
in both of a Mediuzz, Which occaſioned Cz- 
cero to ſpeak after this manner : There ought 
to be obſerved ſuch a Neatneſs that is neither 
Odious nor too Aﬀetted, but that ſhows only, 
that we avoid ruſtic and rude Careleſneſs ; the 
ſame ſhould be obſerved in Cloaths, 10 which, 
Indifterence 1s laudable. As to what con- 
cerns the Gate, Czcero has obſerved two Ex- 
treams, both which he has condemned as 
Vitzous ; the firit is, to go too tait; and the 
tecond, too ſlowly : Accordingly he fays, 
We are to take care, that our Gate ve 20t too (fow, 
that it looks as if we went always in Stai? and 
Proceſſuon, with all the Pomp and Show of Pa- 
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geants; and when we ave in haſte to go, we ſhould 
not run Poſt, to put our ſelves out of Breath, to 
alter our Colour, make wry Months, grin with 
the Teeth, and other Grimaces, which too much 
betray to thoſe that obſerve us, that we have 
empty Skulls, and are very Silly, Aﬀter all, 
theſe are not the kinds of Gates that diſcover 
what Wit a Man has, but ſome other far dit- 
ferent, which conſiſt in certain Geſtures and 
Motions, that are not to be noted with a 
Pen, nor expreſt with a Tongue; wheretore 
the ſame Czcero ſays, that they are <aly to - 
comprehend when ſeen, but very difficult 
to tell, or write down. 

To be in pain for the leaſt Mote on” the. 
Cape, and to be {olicitous about drawing up 
the Stockings very ſtrait, and that the Cloak 
{et dexterouſly upon the Shoulders, withour 
the leaſt Rumple ; all this is a part of a baſe 
Difference of the Imagination, that 15 con- 
trary to the Underitanding, and to that other | 
Difterence of Imagination required in War. 

The Fourth Mark and Property, 1s, to 
have a bald Pate; and the Reaſon of it 1s 
plain, inaſmuch as this Difference of Imagi- 
nation, as alſo all the reit, have place in the 
tore-part of the Head; and exceſſive Heat 
burns the Skin. of the Head, and -cloſes the 
Pores through which the Haar 1s to paſs ; be- 
jides, that the Matter whereot the Hair 1s 
made, 1s, (as the Phyſicians lay) the Excre- 
crements Which the Brain ſends torth in _— 
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of its Nouriſhment; and by the great Fire 
there, all theſe Excrements are waſted and 


conſume, and 1o the Matter tails whereof 
they are produced. Ry 

Which Philoſophy had Fu Ceſar un- | 
derftood, he would not have been aſhamed 
of his bald Head, ſince to cover this Defect, 
he turned over his Forehead the hinder part 
of his Hair. And Swmetonirs tells us, That 
nothing was more pleaſing to him than what 
the Senate enafted, that he might always 
wear a Laurel on his Head, on no other 
ground than to cover his Baldnefs. Another 
\ort of Baldneſs proceeds from a Bram hard, 
arthy, and of groſs Parts; but this isa fign 
| ofa Man defeCtive in Underſtanding , Imagi- 
s cation, and Memory. 
| The Fifth Mark by which they. are known 
| who have this Difference of Imagination, 1s, 
that they are Men ſparing in Words, but 
tull of Sentences ; and the reaſon of it IS, 
that- their Bram being hard and dry, they 
mutt of neceſſity: fail in Memory, to which 
betongs choice of Words. To find many 
things to ſay, ar ifes from a Sm. ice be- 
tween the Memory and Imagination, in the. 
ir{t degree of Heat. Th ofe in Wo theic 
two Powers meet, are ordinarily Very great. 
| Lyars, and never want Words and Stories, 
fe liſten all our life rume to them, 

The Sixth Property obſerved in thoie 
Who have this Difierence of Imagination, is, 


TO 
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to be ſhame-faced, and to take offence at oh- 
ſcene and filthy Talk. And ſo * Czero lays, 
That Men who are very Rational, imitate 
the Modeſty of Nature, who has hid the un- 
ſeemly and indecent Parts, which ſhe made 
to provide for the Neceſſities of Mankind, 
and not for Beauty, upon which Parts ſhe 
would not have us caſt our Eyes, or lend an 
Ear to their Names. This Efett we might 
well attribute to the Imagination, and ay, 
that it is offended by the 1ll Figure af theſe 
Parts: But in the laſt Chapter we aſſigned 
the Cauſe of this Effect, and reduced it to 
the Underſtanding, and judged them dete: 
Give in this Power, who are not offended 
with Immodeſty. And becauſe with the 
Difference of Imagination required tor the 
Art-Military, the Underſtanding is aſſociated; 
therefore the great Captains are very mo« 
deſt. And ſo in the Hiſtory of Ji Ca/ar, 
we meet with an Act of the greateſt Mo- 
delty that was ever practiſed by any Man 
im the World ; that is, wlule he was to be 
Stab'd with Ponyards in the Senate (ſeeing 
that there was no poſſibility of eſcaping 
Death) he fell down on the Floor, wrap- 
ping himſelt up i his Imperial Robes, that 


after his Death he appeared ſtretched out 


very decently, with his Legs and other Parts 
covered, which might be oftentive to the 
519ht, 
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The ſeventh Property, and the moſt1mpor- 
tant of all, is, that the General be Fortunate 

| and Lucky, by which Sign we ſhall know 
. | certainly, that he has the Wit and Ability 
| requiſite to the Art Military ; for mtruth and 
| reality, there 1s nothing more ordinarily 
I makes a Man Unfortunate, and hinders 
things from ſucceeding according to his de- 
fires, than to want Prudence, and not to uſe 
the Means convenient for his Undertakings. 
For as Julins Ceſar made uſe of ſo great 
Prudence 1n all that he deligned, he was the 
happieit General of all that ever were in the 
World ; and in great Perils he animated his 
Soldiers'in theſe Words ; Fear ot, for Caſar 
and his Fortune attends you,” The Stoicks be- 
# lcved ; that as there was a firſt Cauſe, Erer- 
| nal, Omnipotent, and of infinite Wiſdom, 
known by the Order and Conſent of it's ad- 
mirable Works; {ſo there was another, un- 
wiſe, and unconcerted, whoſe Works moved 
without Order, without Reaſon, and were 
void of Diſcretion, for with a blind aftection 
It gives to, or takes trom Men, Riches, Dig- 
nities, and Honors. They calPd it by the 
Name of Fortzne, becauſe that it fayoured 
thoſe who did the fear at hap-hazard, that 1s 
tofay, by chance, without thinking, or {ore- 
cait, or theGuidance of Reaſon. They paint- 
<l her, (torepreſent her Manners ) 1n the 
inape of a Woman, in her Hand a Royal 
| Xepter, her Eyes veiPd, her Feet on around 
: Z Ball, 
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Ball, attended by a Mob of Sots and Feliows 


of no Trade or Employment : By the form 
of a Woman, they {et forth her great Levity, 
and little Diſcretion : By her Royal Scepter, 
they acknowledged her the Miltrels of Riches 
and Honours: Her Eyes veiFd, ſhow*d the il] 
Choice ſhe made in diſtributing her Gitts: 


Her Feet fix'd on around Ball, {ſignified the 


ſlippery Nature of the Favours ſhe does, ſce- 
ing ſhe takes them away with as little Delj- 
beration as {he gives them, without holding 


aſteady Hand in any thing. But what 1s 


worſt inher, 1s, thagtihe favonrsthe Wicked, 
and perſccutes the Good ; dotes on Fools, 
and abhors the Wie ; degrades the Nobles, 
and raiſes :Raſcals ; 1s gracious to the Foul, 
and plagues the Fair : Many Men place- 
ing confidence in theſe Properties, preſum- 
ins on their own good Fortune, dare venture 
on head-i{trong and raſh Enterpriſes, which 
nevertheleſs ſucceed well : as others on the 
contrary, very Wile and Diſcerning, dare not 
put in Practice thoſe things which they dire- 
cted with great Diſcretion, finding by Ex- 
perience, that for the molt part they ſucceed 
but ill, How great a Friend Fortune 15 to 
the Bad, * Ariftotle ſhews, when he asks, 
hy Riches are tu the Poſſeſſion of the Wicked 
of;exer than of the Good ? Vo which Problem 
he Anſwers, Is 2t ot becauſe Fortune is bling, 
aud mot able ro chooſe, or aifſcern, which us Beſt, 
Put ths is an Anſwer unworthy fo. great 4 


Phi- 


"| Chap. XV. The Tryal of Wits. - 329 
Philoſopher, for it is not Fortune that gives 
Riches to Men, and tho? it were, yet he gives 
| no Reaſon, why ſhe always favours the 
» Y Wicked, and abandons the Good. 
, The true Solution of this Problem is, that 
| | Knaves are very Witty, and have a ſtrong 
Imagination, to over-reach in Buying and 
" | Selling, and to make all Advantages of Bar- 
" | gaining, and laying out their Stock : But the 
"| Honeſt want this Imagination, many of 
> | whom, to follow the faſhion of the Lewd, 
in turning and winding of their Penny, in a 
| few days have loſt therr whole Stock. i 
To this our Lord referrs * in the Manage * Luke c, Þ 
of the unjuſt Steward, whom his Maſter *' Z 
' B calld to Accompt, tor tho? he reſerved a good 
' F part of his Goods to his own Uſe, yer he 
carried his Cup ſo even, as to get a Diſcharge ; 
and tho? this Wiſdom was naughty, Yet our 
Saviour commends it, and ſays, The Chilarer 
of this World are Wiſer in their Generat ion than 
the Children of Light, For theie latt have 
tor the moſt part a great Underſtanding, by 
|| cans of which, they aftect his Law ; and 

| want Imagination, to which the skill to ive 
in the World belongs ; Accordingly many 
| | r<morally Good, whohavenot Wit enough 

| to be Naught, This way of Anſwering is 
| More plain, and ſenſible, than the other. 
| For the Natural Philoſophers, becauſe they 

| Could not penetrate to tar, have framed to 
rnvolous and abiurd a Cauſe as Fortune, to 
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whom they might attribute good or bad ſuc- 
ceſs; and not to the Indiſcretion, or unskil- 
fulneſs of Men. 

Four differences of Men are to be found in 
every Nation, (if any pleaſe to mark them) . 
ſome are Wiſe, but ſeem not ſo; others ſeem 
ſo, and are not; others neither are, nor ſeem ; 
and others again, both are, and ſeem. 

Some Men there are, reſerved, {low of 
ſpeech, ſtayed in anſwering, not curious, 
nor copious of Words ; and who neverthe- 


leſs have hidden within themſelves a Natural 


Power pertaining tothe Imagination, where- 
by they know the Time, and can embrace 
the opportunity of Buſineſs, and how they - 
are to manage themſelves in the point, with- 
out Communicating, or Imparting their 
Mind to any other. Theſe the Vulgar cal 
fortunate, and happy, imagining that with a 


little Skill and Diſcretion every thing falls in- 
to their Lap. : | | 
Others on the contrary, are Eloquent in 

Words, and Diicourle, great Talkers, Men 
chat take upon them to Govern the World, 
and that contrivehow to make a little Money 
T0 a great way ; ſothat in the Opinion of the 
Vulear, none pals for more Able than they, 
yet when 1t comes to the Point, every thing 
lies on their hands undone. Thele complain 
of Fortune, calling her Blind, Senſeleſs, and 
Brutiſh ; becauſe Matters which they project 
and Execute with great Diſcretion, ſhe 5 

| ers 
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fers not to ripen, to any good Effect. But it | 
Fortune were able to plead for her ſelf, ſhe 
would tell them; You your ſelves are Blind, 
Senfſeleſs, and Brutiſh, who being indiſcreet, 
elteem your ſelves Wiſe ; and in the uſe of 
undue Means, promiſe your ſelves good 
ſucceſſes. This ſort of Menchave adifterence 
of Imagination that gives a Glols and Paint 
to their Words and Reaſons, making them 
i{cem to be what they are not. 

Whence T conclude, that the General, 
who has the Wit requilite for the Art-Mili- 
tary, and does duly forecaſt what he 1s to un- 
dertake, will be fortunate and happy ; other- 
wiſe 1t will be 1n vain to think he {hall ever 
gain a Victory, unleſs God fight for him, as 
he did for the 1/raelite-Armies: And yet for 
all that they choſe the Wieſt and Skiltullelt 
Commanders they had, tion 1t 15 not reaſon- 
able to leave all to God, nor for Man to con- 
ide too-much in his own Wit and Ability ; 
It is better to joyn both together, for there is 
no other Fortune ſave God and our own Dt- 
livence. 

He that invented the Game of Cheſs, left 
a Model of the Military-Art, repreſenting 
therein all the Steps and Contingences of _ 
War, without omitting any. And in like _ 
manner as in this play, Fortune has no ſhare, 
nor ought the Winner to be call'd fortunate, 
nor the Loſer unfortunate; ſo the Captain 
whois the Vanquiſher, ſhould be calld Wiſe, 
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2 and the Vanquiſh'd Ignorant ; and not the 
mo one Fortunate, or the other Unfortunate. 
, The firſt Order in the Game was, that in 
E195 mating the King, the Game 1s won; to 
j =? ſhow us, that all the ſtrength of an Army lay 
in the good Head of the Leader, or General. 
And to demonſtrate, that there are allotted 
as many Men to one, as the other; to the 
end whoever 15 the Loſer, may be aſſured, he 
wanted Skill rather than Fortune. Which 
yet appears more plain, it we conſider thata 
g00d Gameſter may give half the Men to a 
worſe Gamelter, and yet for all that get the 
__ Game. Which 1s what Yezetize has noted, 
> be * That it often happens, that the Few and the 
Weaker, Vanquiſh the Many and the Stronger, 
if led 0 by a General well skilled in Ambuſhes and 
SFratagems. 
Another Order 1s, that the Pawns are not 
to move backwards, to adviſe the General 
duly to forecaſt all Chances before he ſends 
forth his Soldiers to the Service ; for if they 
muiſcarry, *tis better to be cut oft upon the 
Spot, than to turn Tayl : becauſe the Soldier 
15 not to know when Time 1s to Fly or Fight, 
fave by Direction of his Captain; and there- 
tore as long as he lives, he 1s to keep his Poſt 
_ under pain of Diſgrace. 
_ Another Rule is, that the Pawn which has 
made ſeven Draughts without being taken, 
15 made a Queen, and may makeany Draught 
at pleature, and takes place next the King, as 
1 | . one 
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one ſet at Liberty, and made Noble. From 
which we are to underſtand, that it highly 
imports in War, in order to make the Soldi- 
ers Valiant, t0 proclaim Donatives, free 
Camps, and. Preferments due to them that 
ſignalize themſelves ; eſpecially if the Advan- 
rages and Honour are to deſcend to. their Po- 
ſterity ; for then they will behave themſelves 
with greater Courage and Gallantry. And fo 
{ays Ariſtotle, that a Man values more the 
Greatneſs of his Family than of himlelf. "This 
Saul well perceived, when he cauled it to be 
Proclaimed in his Army, what ſhould be 
done to the Man that kill'd Gol7ah, * That * 
the Ryng ſpould enrich him with oreat Riches, 

and give him 11 Daughter , and make his Fathers 
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Houſe free in Iſrael. Aorecable to this Pro- 


clamation, there 15 a Law in Spain, Which pro- 


vides, that ev ery Soldier, who tor his 500d 
Services deſerved to receive Five Hundred 
Shillings in Pay, (which was the greatelt Sti- 
pend allowed in War) {hould himſelf and 
his Poſterity be ever 'Taxetree. 

The Moors ( as they are great players at 
Cheſs) have in their Pay ſeven degrees, in 
Imitation of the ſeven draughts the Pawn 
makes to be a Queen; and ſo they' advance 
the Pay trom one to two, from two to three, 
up to ſeven, 1n propor cion to the ſeveral Steps 
made by the Sold icr in the Field. And uit he 
proves ſo gallant ro merit ſeven pays, they 
are a1ven bun ; which 21ves occation to their 
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beins called Seprenarzos, Septenary's, or Mata- 
Szete , ſeven times Maters ; theſe enjoy as 
great Privileges and Immunities, as Geatle- 
men do in Spar. 

_ TheReafon of this 1s very clear in Natural 
Philoſophy ; for there is no Faculty of all 
thoſe that govern Man, which will willing- 
Iy Work, unleſs there be ſome Advantage to 
move it. Which * Ar:ifotle proves in the 
Generative Power ; and the ſame reaſon holds 
as much 1n the re{t. The Object of the Iraſe 
cible Faculty, ( as we have above ſpecified ) 
iS Honour and Advantage, which failing, fare- 
well Courage and Bravery. From all which 
may be gathered, the importance of making 
the Pawn a Queen, which has made ſeven 
Moves without being taken ; for how many 
Noble Men fſoever there are, or have been in 
tne World, have ſprung, and will ſpring from 
Pawns, and private Men; who by their Cou- 
rage have done ſuch Exploits; as they have 
merited tor themſelves and their Poſterity, 
the Titles of Gentlemen, Knights, Lords, 
Earls, Marquiſes, Dukes, and Kings, It 1s 
true, that tl;cre are lome {ſo Unthinking and 
inconi:derate, as they will not allow that 
their Nobility had a beginning, but that the 
ſame was Eternal, and fixt in their Blood, not 
by the partculer tavour of any King, but as. 
the Creation of a Supernatural and Divine 
Grace, 


To 
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To this purpoſe, (tho? it be a little Dt- 
oreſſion from the Point) I cannot forbear re- 
counting a notable Diſcourſe that paſs'd be- 
tween Doz Carlos our Prince, and Doctor 
Suarez of Toledo, who was Judge of the Court 
of Alcala de Heneres, Door, What think 
you of this People, faid the Prince ? I think 
they are very happy, my Lord, reply*d the 
Do&or ; becauſe they live in the beſt Air, 
and beſt Soil, of any Place in Spaiz. For ſuch 


the Phyſitians have made choice of for my 


Health, added the Prince ; but have you ſeen 
the Univerſity ? No my Lord, anſwered the 
Door, See it then, reply*d the Prince ; for 
it is a very fine one ; and where I have been 


informed they beſt learn the Sciences. Ir is 
true, that for a ſingle and particular Colledge, 


ſaid the DoCtor, it 1s in great Eſteem, and 
ſhould be in effect, no leſs than your Highneſs 
{peaks it. Where did you Study ? ſays the 
Prince ; At Salamanca, my Lord, anſwered 
the Door. And did you proceed DoQtor 
too in Salamanca? aid the Prince. No my 
Lord, replied the Do&tor. TI think it was ill 
done, added the Prince, to Study in one Uni- 


verſity, and take your Degrees 1n another. 


Your Highneſs may pleaſe to know, replied 


the Dottor, that the Charges of taking De- 
grees at Salamanca are Extraordinary ; which 


1s the reaſon that we poor Men decline it, 
and chooſe rather another Univerſity, as be- 
0g ſenſible, that Learmng and Abllities are 

. - — not 


345 


346 


The Tryal of Tits. Chap. XV. 
not entailed on Degrees, but on Study, and 
taking pains ; tho* my Parents were not ſo 
Poor, but that if they pleaſed, - they might 


have deirayed the Charge of taking my De- 


grees at Salamanca; but your Highnels is very 
ſen{ible, that the DoEtors of the Univerſity 


enjoy the {ame Privileges as the Spaniſh Gen- 


tlemen have; and to. us that are already fo 
by Nature, this exemption would do harm, 
or at leaſt to our Poſterity. Which King of 


all my Predeceſfors ( fays the Prince) enno- 


bled your Family ?. None, anſwered the Do- 
ctor ; tor your Highneſs may pleaſe to under- 
ſtand, that there are two ſorts of Gentlemen 


of Spazz, one by Blood, the other by Privi- 


lege : They that are by Blood, as I am, take 
not their Nobility trom the hand of any King, 
a5 thoſe by Priviledge do. This is hard for 
me to conceive, ſaid the Prince, and you would 


oblige me to explain it in clearer Terms ; for 


if my Royal Blood ( reckoning from my felt 


ro my Father, from him to my Grandfarher, 
and ſo on 1n the Line to the reſt in order) at 
lalt terminate in Pel/azzo, who only upon the 
}eath of King Roder:20 was made King, and 
19t before. Tf we reckon after this manner 
your Pedigree, ſhould we not come 1n the 
2nd to one. that was no Gentleman. This 
Bricourſe 15 not to be denied, reply'd the 
{3octor ; for ail things here mult have a Be- 
7100ing. Task you then ( added rhe Prince ) 
whence he had his Nobility, that laid the 
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foundation of yours ? He could not Enfran- 
chiſe himſelf, nor Exempt himſelf from Im- 
poſitions and 'Taxes, which your Predeceſlors 
to this day have paid the King ; tor that 
would be a ſort. of Robbery to enrich them= 


{elves at the expence of the Royal 


Reyenues: Nor does it ftand with 
reaſon, that thoſe that are Gentle- 


men by Blood, ſhould have ſo bad 
an Original as this ; it follows then, 


it was the King that enfranchiled 


them, and did them the favour to 
ennoble them, or elſe you ought 
to tell me how they could rake 


ceived his ' Nobility from 


Do&or Suarez was in 
the rizht when he ſaid, | 
True Nobility, becauſd F 
much of it ſine? in Spain þ 
has been oblained by the % 
Skill and Aaareſs of him: 
they call a: Grntleman;; | 
of whom it may be very 
truly ſaid, that he ree | 


the hands of Witneſſes ,and $i 
of Court-Officers, rat her 1 j 


no true Nobility, which was not of ſome 


their Nobility. Your Highnels 5, 5,,þe King. 
concludes excellently well, ( an- w=, 
ſwers the Door ) for it is certain, there is 
King's Grant ; but we call thoſe Noble by 
Blooa, that have been Noble time out of 
Mind ; and of whom we cannot tell, nor 
prove by Writing when they began to be ſo, 
nor from what King they took that Favour. 
And this Obſcurity goes tor more Honoura- 
gt than diſtinctly to know the firit Origh- 
nal. ” 

'The Common-wealth allo makes Gentle- 
men ; for when there is one of great Valour, 
of extraordinary Virtue, and Rich, he is no 
longer rated as a Citizen, nor ranked in the 
lame Tax-Rol], as if that Treatment would 
ot be reſpect enough; becaule ſuch a Y 
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"+7 4 deſerves to. live enfranchiſed, and not to be 
go?” treated as an ordinary Man. This Reputa- 
& tion paſſing from them to the Children, and 
-. hawk _ Grand Children, became Nobility, and ſets 
R$ up for a Title, without a King. Theſe are 
'N not of thoſe Gentlemen of whom we have 
ſpoke of five hundred Shillings Pay, but when 

by, there 1s no proof of the contrary, go for ſuch. 
The Spantard who invented the Name of 
Fliodalgo, or Gentleman, gave us to under- 
ſtand the Doctrine we have delivered ; for 
according to his Opinion, Men have two ſorts 
of Birth ; one Natural, in which all are equal; 
and the other Spiritual, When a Man per- 
forms ſome Heroic Action, or g1ves proof of 
any admirable irtue, or extraordinary Work, 
then is he New Born, and procures tor him- 
ſelf new Parents, and loſes that Being which 
he had before. Yeſterday he was called the 
Son of Peter, and Nephew of Sancho, to day 
he is called the Son of his own Actions, 
whence aroſe rhis Cafteſlan Proverb, Caaa 
uno es hijo de [15 obras, Every one 1s the Son 
of his own Actions: And whereas Holy Writ 
terms good and virtuous things, Some thing ; 
(as much as to ſay a/zo in the Spaniſh) and 
V ices and Sins, nothino. This Spantſh Com- 
pound the word H:odalzo, 15 made there- 
of ; which is as much as to ſay, a Perfon de- 
ſcended from one that has done ſome extra- 
ordinary thing ; tor which he merited ſome 
Recompence trom the King, or Common- 
Wealth, 
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| Wealth, together with all his Pofterity for 
VET. "Io L | 
| TheLawofthe* Partitaſays, this word Ho. *E 2. pz 
dalpo ſignifies the Son of Goods; but if we un. *© #1 
| derſtand the ſame of Temporal Goods, it is not 
with Reaſon; for there are a Number of Gen- 
tlemen, Poor; and as many Rich, that are not 
| Gentlemen : But if by the Son of Goods, we 
| mean good Qualities ; ( which wecall Virtues) 
| it will havethe ſameſignmiicationwe have men- 
| tioned. 'The ſecond Birth that Men ought to 
| have beſides the Natural, we have a clear In- 
ſtance in the Sacred Scriptures, where our 
| Lord blames Nz:codems, that being a Doctor 
| of the Law, he knew not that it was neceſſa- 
| ry that a Man ſhould be borz agaiz, to have 
| a better Being, and more Honorable Parents 
| than his Natural. For which reaſon, all the 
| time a Man performs no Heroic Actions, he 


” | 55 called in this ſenſe Hijo de nada, that is to 
/ | fay, the Son of nothing ; tho? from his Ance- 
” | ftors he be calPd Hijodalgo, thatis to fay, the 
0 Sor of ſome thing, or a Gentleman. To this 
5 | purpoſe T will recount here a ſhort Diſcourſe 


be:ween a Captain of great Honour, and a 
1 |} Cavalier, who ſtood much upon his Gentllity : 
By which may be ſeen in what true Honour 
| conlifts; and every Man may perceive what 
is meant by being Born again. The Captain 
| being in Company with a knot of Cavahers, 
. | ad ſpeaking of the Largeſles and Liberties 
which Soldiers enjoy in 1:aly, in a certain ye 
mand 
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mand which one of them made him, he ſaid 


to him, yox, 1n reſpect of the Meannelſs of his 


Birth, being a Nativeof that Country, deſcen- 
ded of Parents of a {lender Fortune, and Born 
ina Village ofa few Houſes. The Captain at- 
fronted at that term, anſwered, ſaying, Serer, 
your Signory may know that the Soldiers who 
enjoy 1o great Liberty 1n 1zafy, cannot find 
themſelves ſo well in Spazz, becauſe of the 
many Laws in this Country againſt thoſe that 
draw their Swords. The other Gentlemen 
obſerving him to uſe this Word Sg27ria, 
could not forbear laughing. Upon which the 
Gentleman bluſhing, beſpoke them after this 
manner: Beit known to you Gentlemen, that 
in 1taly, Sigz7r1ia, 1s as much as to ſay in Span, 
Merced, ( Your Worſhip) and the Captain 
being uſed to the Manner and Cuſtom of his 
Country, he ufes this 'Term, Sigz0ria, where 
he ithould do that of Merced. 'To which the 


Captain replied, Surely Sex, you do not 


cake me to be {o 1gnorant, but that T know 
when I am 1n 1aly how to apply my ſelf to 
the 1:a/;az Tongue, and to the Spazzſh when 
I am in Spazz : Bur he that in Spazz in Talk- 
ing gives me the Yos, Tow, mult at leaſt have 
a $1977 14 1n Spain ; tho' 1t goes againſt the 
Gram. 'The Gentleman being almoit Non- 
plult, an{wered him, What then Sexr Cap:- 
taz, Are you not Native of ſuch a Flace, and 
the Son of {uch an one, and don't you know 


alſo who Iam, and who my Anceſtors were! 
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Sigzor anſwered the Captain, I know right 

well that your Sgxzory 1s a good Cavallero, 

and ſuch have been your Anceſtors, yet I and 
| | my Right Hand ( which I now acknowledge 
for my Father) are better Gentlemen than 
you and all your Family. _ 

This Captain alluded to the ſecond Birth 
Men have, when he ſaid, 1 ard my Right 
Hand which IT now acknowledge for my Father. 
And not without Reaſon, For with his. 
Right Hand, and with his Sword, he had 
pertormed ſuch ACtions as the worth of his 
Perſon might be equal to the Nobility of that 
Cavallero. | 

For the moſt part ( ſays * Plato) the + tn Gore 
Law and Nature are contrary, for ſometimes 8'«- 
a Man comes out of Nature's hands with a 
Mind very Wie, Excellent, Generous, and 
Frank, and with a Wit made to Command 
the whole World, and becaule his Lot was 
to be born in the Houle of A4mzcla, (which 
was a very poor Cottage) he remained by 
Law deprived of the Honour and Liberty 
wherein Nature had placed him. On the 
contrary, we tee others, whoſe Wit and 
Manners ſhew plainly they were deftind ro 
be Slaves and Vaſſals, yet becauſe they are 
born of Illultrious Houſes, the Law ap- 
Points them for our Maiters. Bur one thing 
nath been noted long fince, and that well 
merits Conſideration ; Which 1s, that many 
Men more ſufficient and of greater W:t tor 
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Sciences and Arms, are born in Villages and 
in thatch'd Houſes, than in Great Cities. 


| Nevertheleſs the Vulgar are ſo Ignorant, as 


to take it for an Argument of the contrary, 
to be Born in mean Places. Of this we have 
a clear Inſtance in Holy Writ, for the peo- 
ple of Iſrael in Aſtoniſhment at the great 
things Jeſs Chriſt our Redeemer did, cryed 
out, 1s 7t poſſible any Good ſhould come out of 


 . Nazareth. © 


But to return to the Wit of the Captain, 


of whom we treat, he ought to be furniſhed 


with much Underſtanding, and with the dit- 
ference of Imagination, which is required by 
the Military-Art. Accordingly there is obſer- 
ved in that ſhort Conference, much Learning, 
from whence we may gather, in what conſiſts 
mens Courage, that gives them Reputation 
in the Common-Wealth. 

I am of Opinion that a Man ought to have 
ſix things, that he may be {aid to be Honor- 
able, and 1f he want any one, Is Being 1s 
thereby impaired, Yet all of them are not 
placed in the fame degree, nor are they ot 
equal value, or the ſame qualities. 

The firſt and moſt principal 1s, his Perſo- 
nal Merit, in Prudence, Juſtice, Spirit, and 
Courage. ?Tis this that makes Riches and 
Birthright ; from hence grow Titles of Ho- 
nour, From this beginning all the Nobi- 
lity in the World draws its Origine. And 
1 not, let us go to the great Houlesin _ 

and. 
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| | and we ſhall find, that they almoſt all fprung 
. | from private Men, who by their Perſonal! 
5 | Courage have acquired what their Poſterity 
, | now enjoys or 

The ſecond thing that honors a Man ( next 
- Þ his own Merit) is Riches, without which, 
- | we ſee no Man eſteemed in a Common- 
Wealth. 

The third is, the Nobility and Antiquity of 
his Anceſtors. To be well Born, and of ho- 
nourable Blood is a Jewel of great Value; bur 
| not without a great Defect, for of it ſelfalone 
is of ſmall Advantage, as well to the Noble, 
a5 tO Others, when reduced to neceſſity : far 
a Man can neither Eat nor Drink the ſame, 
nor will it Cloath, nor Shoe him, nor can he 
Give, or Pawn, or make Sale of it, but it 
makes him live as a dying Man, 1n depri- 
ving him of the Means he might otherwiſe 
g procure to ſupply his Neceſlities : But joyned 
| with Riches, no point of Honour 1s it's 
Equal. Some reſemble Nobility to a Cypher 
| n Arithmetic, which is nothing of it felfalone, 
but added to any Number, encreaſes it. 

The fourth thins that makes a Man 
clteemed, 1s to have ſome Poit or honourable 
| Office, as on the contrary, there is nothing 
| that Debaſes a Man fo much, asto get his live- 
- | i'vhood by any Mechanic-Trade. 
- | Hthe fifth thing char renders a Van Ho- 
1 | "oirable is to have a good Sir name, that is 
» || =«cEptable, and that ſounds well in the Ears, 
lf | AS | au 
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and not to be calPd by ridiculous Names, as 
T have known ſome. We read in the Gene- 
ral Hiſtory of Spazz, that two Ambaſſadors 
being arrived from France, to demand of 
King Alfonſus the Ninth, one of his Daugh- 
ters in Marriage, for King Phzlip their 
Maſter, ( one was very handſom and calld 
Urraca, and the other not {o agreeable, whoſe 
Name was Blazca,) The two Ladies being 
both together in the Ambaſſadors Preſence, 
every one looked that they would chuſe Ur- 
raca, becauſe ſhe was the Elder, handſomer, 
and richer dreſt; but the Ambaſſadors en- 
quiring their Names, Stumbled at the Name 
of Urraca, and choſe Bl/azca, iaying that 
Name would be more welcome in Fraxce 
than the other. 

The fixth thing that honours a Man, 1s 
the Ornaments of his Perſon, to go well 
urcly'd, and have a good train of Followers. 

The good Deſcent of the Nobility of Spaiz, 
1s, from ſuch, as by their Perſonal Courage, 
and many Exploits atchiev'd, received in the 
War, the Pay of hve hundred Shillings : 
The Original whereot our Modern Writers 
1aVe not been able to make out, for it they 
have not matter Written, or Expres'd by 

14 1 1, hers, no one of them has any Invention of 
momor & MS OWn toſupply it. "The difterence * A4r1- 
r<minite. ſfotle guts berween Memory and Remem- 
brance, 1s, that if the Memory has loſt any 


thing it knew before, there is no way 0 
-— 6 
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5 | retrieveit without learning it a-new ; but the 
Remembrance has this peculiar quality, that 
if it happens to loſe any thing, by the little 
which remains in ruminating ſome time, at 
length 1t recovers what it had forgot. What- 
ever was the Ordinance that {poke in favour 
of good Soldiers, 1s loft, both out of the 
Books and Memory of Men: But theſe 
words remain in the Nature of Rehques 


AJ 
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* Hijodalgo ae devengar quinientos 
7 | | _ *A Gentleman is lo calle 
ſueldos Segun fuero de Eſpana, y ,£ 


ed from having five huns 


de ſolar conocido. From which » aredShillins)s if Pay, ac- 


- | by Arguing, and Diſcourſe, it 15 cording Yy RN 
© NF caſy to find out their Compani- Ju, nie 5 7 ® 
it ons. 

be Antony de Lebrixa ſ{ceking the {ignifcation 

of this Verb Vizdico, ſaid that it was to 

D | Challenge ſomething, as if he had faid to lay 

VF Claim to Pay, orany other Dues belonging ; 

* | or( according to the newer Mode of Speak- 

”, | ing) to claim Penſions and Salaries from the 

© | King. And itis ſocuſtomary 1n the old Ca- 

©  /:zz ſpeech to ſay, Fulano bien ha deveroando 

« If /# 77abajo, ſuch a one is well appated for his 

> | Pains, ( when heis well paid) that amongit 

) | the civiler ſort, there is no manner of ſpeech 

y | more Currant. From thence the Origin ot 

of ths Word YVergar 1s fetched, when any one 

- inds a Recompence for the Injury another 


_ does him: for Injury Metaphorically 1s callPd 
| 2 Debt, It thisbe fuppoled, thele words, { - 
| "429 es Hijodalgn ae det enTar quinieitos ſneldus, 
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import nothing elſe but ſucha one is deſcend- 


ed from ſo Valiant a Soldier as Merited fo 


large a Pay as that of five hundred Shillings 
for his Services. For which, by the Cuſtom 
and Conſtitution of Spain, Segun furro de E- 


ſpana, he, and all his Ifſues were entranchif- 


ed from paying any Subſidies or Impoſitions 
to the King. » As for theſe words Solar Cono- 
cido, as much as to ſay, « kwown Houſe, it has 
no more 1n it than this, that when a Soldier 
was regiftred in the Roll of thoſe that had 
five hundred Shilings Salary, they entred 
in the Kings Books the Name of the Soldier, 
the place of his Birth or Abode, who were 
his Parents and Progenitors, for the more 
certainty to him, that received the Penſion ; 
as appears to this day in the Book of Bezerro 
at Simanca, wherein are to be found the Pe- 


. degrees of almoſt all the Spaziſh Nobility. 


Saul made uſe of the ſameDiligence when 
David {lew Goliah, tor he forthwith Com- 
manded A49zer, one of his Captains, to en- 


* IKings quire, * Of what Race this Young Man was de- 
107 OS! - | EP urs 
AVI. * (cexded, that is to ſay, who were his Parents 


and Progenitors, and from what Houſe in 
Ijrael ke deſcended. Antiently Solar denoted 
as well the Houle of a Peaſant, as of a Gentle- 
man, | 
But after having made this Digrefſion, it 
15 NOW time t0 return to our firit Deſign and 
© enquire, whence it comes, that in rhe 
Game of Chets, ( lince that as we have faid 
4 is 


om 9 ar 


By 1 AN 


| the Winner. 
in a point of Wit, and Sufficience, and no_ 
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is a Counterfeit of War) they are more angry 
at T ofing than at any other Game, where 
they have more Intereſt, tor in this they play 
not deep, for Mony ? and how 1t chances, 
that ſtanders-by ſee more Draughts than the 
Gameſters, tho* they know the Game leſs. 


| And what ſeems yet ſtranger, 1s, that there 
| are ſome Gameſters who play better Faſting, 


and ſome better atter Meat. - 


The firſt Doubr holds littleDifficulty, for 


we have already ſaid, that Fortune has no 
ſhare in War, nor in the Game of Cheſs, and 
that 1t 15 not allowed to ſay, Who would have 


| thought it? for all is Ignorance and Careleſ[- 


neſs in the Loſer, and Care and Manage in 
And when a Man 1s baffled 


pretence or excuſe is left him, but only his 
I2norance, he cannot avoid being aſhamed, 


becauſe he is Reaſonable, and a friend to his 
Reputation , and cannot bear, that in the 


Works of his Power another {ſhould bear a- 
way the Bell. Therefore Ariſtotle demands, 


| whence it comes that the Antients would not 


that there ſhould be any ſpecial Prizes for 
thoſe that excelled others in the Sciences ; and 


| yet ordain'd ſome for the beſt Leaper, Racer, 
| Pitcher of the Barr, and Wreſtler ? To which 
| he Anſwers, that in Wreltling, and other 
| Exerciſes of the Body, there are Judges ap- 
| pointed to determin the Advantages one 


| Man has over another, that the Prize may 
be 
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be fairly awarded to the Conqueror ; be. 


_caule it 15 very eaſy to Meaſure with the Eye, 


who Leaps molt ground, or has better Heels 


in Running. | 


But in the Sciences it is not fo caſy to 
Meaſure by the Underſtanding, who exceeds 


the other, for it 15 a very nice Speculation, 
and if the Judge award the Prize with Parti 


ality, 1t 15 not every one can penetrate into it, 
becauſe the Judgment 1s ſecret, and not ob- 


VIQUS to the ſ{enle of the Beholders. 


Beſides this Anſwer, Ariffotle gives ano- 
ther, that is better, which 1s, that Men mat- 
ter not that others have the Advantage ove! 
them 1n throwing the Barr, on 
Racing, and Leaping, becauſe theſe are Giits, 
in which Brute-beafts bear the Prize from 
s; but that which goes much againſt the 
rain, 15, to ſee another thought Wiſer, and 
more knowing than our ſelves; accordingly 
we hare the judges, and Endeavour to be 


__revengdon them, from an Opinion that they 
IVE 1t again{t us out of meer Malice. To 


179d then theſe Inconveniencies, by their 
zo0d Wills, none would have either Judges, 
or Prizes, tor Exerciſes that regard the Rea- 
{onable pare. Whence it may be concluded, 
that the Untverſities do ll, in appointing 
ſidges and Rewards, of the firſt, ſecond, 
and rhitrd place, 1n degrees in licenſing thoſe 
that prove belt in Examinations. For be- 
{ices that there happen every day the Incon- 
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leſs againſt the DoQrin of the Goſpel, that 


|| Men ſhould contend who ſhould be Chi 


and that this is true, we ſee plainly, in that 


the Diſciples of .our Redeemer YJeſzss Chri#, 
travelling one day together, treated among 
themſelves who ſhould be the greateſt? And 
being arrived at the Inn, their Maſter askt 
them what Diſcourſe they had by the Way ; 
and they, as dull. as they were, ſoon under- 
ſtood that the Queſtion ill became them : 
And ſo the Text ſays, * that they held their 
peace ; but as nothing 1s hid from God, he 
{poke to them after this manner : If any man 
deſire to be Firſt, the ſame ſhall be Laſt of all ; 
and Servant of all, The Phariſees were hated 


by our Lord, becauſe {they affected the upper. tMarth-ix 


moſt Seats at Table, and the Chief Places in the 
OYRagogues. 


The principal Reaſon whereon they rely 


who beſtow Degrees atter this manner, 1s, 
that when Scholars are ſ{en{ible that each of 
them ſhall be Rewarded, according to the 
Trial they ſhall give of themſelves, they w1ll 
(carce ſpare time from their Study, to Sleep, 
or Eat. Which would ceaſe, were there no 


Recompence for him that takes Pains, or Cha- 


ſtiſement for him that miſ-ſpends his time in 
Lazineſs and Loytering. But this 18a {lender 


| reaſon, anda Colour; tor it preſuppoſes a ve- 
ry great Falſhood, which 1s, that Science 1s. 


attained by poring much on Books, by being 
” Aa 4 _tavghe 
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Fs 8 taught by the beit Maſters, and never miſſing . 
2, a Leſſon : But they obſerve not, that if the || 
W ; Scholar has not Wit, and a Genius requiſite 
to the Science he applies to, it 15 1n vain he 
beats his Brains Day and N ioht amonglt his 

' Books. And the miſtake is ſuch, that if theſe 
two diflerences of Wit fo oppoſite to each 
other, are in Competition ; one man becavie 

he is very quick, without Study or ſeeing 
a Book, gains Learning in a moment; and the 

other, being dull and heavy, labours all his 

Life long, without attaining the leaſt Know- 
ledge, And the Judges (as Men) proceed | 

to give the fr{t place to him whom Nature 

| has qualified, and who took no pains ; and 
"4, the loweſt degree to him that was Born with- 
out Wit, and who ſtudied hard : As if one 

had become Learned by turning over Books, 

and the other continued Ignorant chro his own 
Careleſneſs, And it fares as if a Prize were 
propos'd to twoRunners, of whom, one had 

{ound and nimble Heels, and the other lim ped 

with one Leg. If the Univerſities admitted 

10 the Study "of the Sciences none but ſuch as 
have proper Genius's for them ; and if all the 

Students were equal, it would be very well 

cone to Eftabliſh Rewards and Puniſhments; 

*Or i this caſe there would be no doubt at all, 

Put Ie who was molt Learned, had taken 

7:0{t Pains; and he that was leaſt, had com- 

Pued with his I'ate, To the ſecond Doubt 
we antwer, that as the Eyes ſlag mn TY of 

Clear- 
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| | clearneſs to ſee Figures and Colours, even ſo 
\ | the Imagination has need of Light in the 
\ | Brain to ſee the Ideas in the Memory. Ir is 
| 2 Light which neither the Sun, nor Tapers 
; | give, bur only the Vital Spirits breed in the 
| Heart, and diſperſe throughout the Body. 
| Beſides this, you muſt know, that Fear con- 
| tracts the Spirits about the Heart, and fo 
leaves the Brain dark, and all the other Parts 
of the Body chilPd. And therefore * A4r:/totle*S$en. 27. 
8 asks, Why thoſe that are afraid Stammer in their ©*®. 5- 
| Speech, and Tremble with their Hands and Lips. 
To which he Anſwers, that in Fear, the Na- 
| tural Heat flies to the Heart, leaving all other 
Parts of the Body chilPd. But we have al- : 
| ready prov*d, that Cold according to * Ga-+xquoq || 
{ens Opinion benums all the Faculties and Animic '$ 
; | Powers of the Soul, and hinders them from 
the free Exerciſe of their Functions. This 
; | being fo, it is eaſe. to anſwer the ſecond 
. | Doubt; and it is that thoſe who play at Cheſs 
are 1n fear of loſing, becauſe it is a Game in 
| which there is a Point of Honour ; and in 
which, as we have ſaid, Fortune has no Part. 
| The Vital Spirits then flying to the Heart, the 
| Imagination is nummed with the Cold, and 
\ Þ|f tie Images are obſcured; and for theſe two 
Reaſons the Gameſter plays but very Awk- 
wardly, But the Lookers-on, as they run 
| NO Rifque, are in no fear of loſing thro? want 
of Skill, and therefore ſee many Draughts 
tat eſcape the Gameſters; becaule their Ima- 
gination 


The Tryal of TUits. Chap. %V, 
cination retains its Heat, and the Figures 1l- 
Iuminarcd by the Light of the Vital Spurits. 
True it 1s, that too much Light blinds the 
Tmagination ; which happens, when he that 


Plays 1saſhamed, and out of Countenance, to 


{ce bis Adverlary beat him. Then through 
very Indignation, Natural Heat increaſes, 
and illuminates more than it ſhould, of which 
the Standers-by are tree, as being unconcern- 
ed. From this {ſprings an Effect very common 
in the World, which is, that when a Man 
would mutiter up all his Forces, and make his 
Knowledge and Ability more Conſpicuous, 
then 1t 15 that he quits himſelt worlſt of all. 
There are others on the contrary, who being 
put to it, make a great ſhow ; and with this 
great Flouriſh know Nothing. Of all which 
the Reaſon 1s very plain; for-he that has 
:bundance of Natural Heat in his Head, it 
he be ſ{ct for a Task an Exerciſe; for inſtance, 
the Diſputation he 1s to get in twenty four 
hours time (ts is done in Spazz to all thoſe 
-ho Dipute for « Vacant Place ) a part of 
{32 Exceis of Natural Heat retires to hs 
Heart ; {0 that the Brain remains Temperate. 
in this Diſpoſition (as we ſhall prove in the 
tollowimng Chapter ) many things offter them- 
'eives to 2 Man to lay. But he that 1s very 
+20%329, and of a good Underſtanding, when 
© 73 erd pit to it through Fear, retains not 
re Natural Hear in Iis Head ; 1o that tor 
ant of Light he has nothing in Is Memory 


cit to ſay. It 
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If this were duly conſidered by them that 
Cenfſure the Aftions of Generals of Armies, 


blaming their Steps, and the Orders they give 


in their.Camp, they would ſee what difterence 


there 1s between looking on a Fight out of a 


Window, and breaking a Launce betore it, 


and the Apprehenſion of the Loſs of an Army 


upon the Spot. 


No leſs inconvenience, Fear in the Phyſitt- 


_ ans produces in Curing ; for his Practice ( as 
we have proved elſewhere) belongs to the 
Imagination ; which 1s prejudiced by Cold 
more than any other Power; in as much as 
it's Operation conlifts altogether in Heat. And 
ſo we ſee by experience, that the Phyſicians 
Cure the Common People better than Princes 
and great Lords. 

A Lawyer ask't me one day ( knowing 
well that I rreated of Invention ) why in the 
Cauſe he was well feed, Law Caics, and 
Points of Law, come readily into his Thoughts, 
but where the Cauſe was ſtarved, it lezmed 


that all is Law was loſt ? To which I An- 


\wered, that matters of Intereit belonged to 
the iraſcible Faculty which retides 1 the 
Heart, and which it it be nor fatisfhed, does 
not ſo chearjully furniſh Viral Spirits, by 
whofe Light the Figures that are in the Me- 
mory may appear ; but when the lame 1s Con- 
tented, 1t liberally affords that Natural Heat 
by which the Rational Soul has futncient clear- 
nels to read all that is Written 1n the Head. 

. EO - 1s 
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This aefect attends Men of great Underſtand- 
ing, who are intcrefſed and ſelfiſh, and in 
ſuch may be diſcerned that Property of rhe 
Lawyer, But when all 1s well-weighed, it 
ſeems no leſs than an Act of Jullice, "That he 
be well Rewarded who labours in another 
Man's Vineyard. The fame reaſon holds for 


Phyſitians, who being well gratified, want no 


-» * * 2 . ad « 
Store of Medicines ; otherwiſe their Art is 


ſtarved, as well as that of the Lawyer. 

But here a matter of creat Importance 1s 
to be noted, namely | that the good Imagina- 
tion of the Phyſitian i in the Critical Minute 
hits upon what 1s proper to be done; but up- 
ontaking more time and further conſid eration, 
there occur to his mind a thouſand Inconveni- 
enciesthat hold him im ſuſpence to long, till the 
occalion tor the Remedy 1s {lipt. And there- 
fore is it never adviſable to beſpeak a good 
Phylitian to confider wel] what he 1s ro do, 
but rather to preſcribe what comes firſt to 
hand. For we have already prov'd, that 
too nice Speculation raites the Natur al Hear 


to a degree {o great, that it confounds the 


Imagination. But the Phyſitian, who has it 
remits, W3!l not do 1] to ute more Conlider A 
t391 ; be 19% the Heat riſing, to the Brain, 
may Cord [0 reach the Pitch whuch this Pow- 
cr needs. 

To tlie third Doubt the Anſwer 1s very 
ciear, matinuch as the Ditterence of the Ima- 


C1Nation with which they play at Chets rc- 
CJUares 


1 {IS 2 bo 


Chap. RV. 
| quires a Certain Point of Heat to diſcover the 
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' Draughts ; and he thar plays welt Faſting 
hath this degree of Heat whuch is requifite ; 


| but by the 
| higher than it ſhould, and fo he comes to 


hear of the Meat, it rifes a point 


| play worſe. Ir fares quite contrary with thofe 
that play well after Meals ; for the Heat r1- 
{ing together with the Meat and Wine, reaches 


| the Pitch they wanted when they were Falt- 
10g. 


And therefore it is fit to correct a place 


in * Plato, where he ſays, that it was dil- 


| Rational Soul. 
| belonging to the Underftanding, he lays very 


| creetly done of Nature, to ſeparate the Liver 
| from the Brain, leſt the Meat with its Va- 


pours, ſhould diſorder the Speculations of the 
It he intends the Operations 


well ; but this has no place in any difference 


| of the Imagination. Which 1s clearly feen by 


Experience in Feaſts and Entertainments, 


where about mid-dinner the Gueſts are flip- 


| pant with Repartees, merry Jelts and Alluti- 


| ons, whoat the beginning were tyed by the. 
| Teerh, and at the end cf the Feaſt have ne- 


ver a Wile word; becauſe the Heat exceeds 


| the degree required by the Imagination. Suck 


asneed to Eat and Drink a litrie to raiſe their 
Imagination, are Melancholic by Aduſtion, 
ter Brain being like untlack'd Lime, which 
taken into the Hand, 1s cold and dry to the 
[ ouch ; but if any Liquor be cait on it, the 
Heat that comes from at 1s not to be endured. 


x-? 
\ t- hy 


Natura. 
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We muſt alſo correct that Law of the Car. 


| *IIde 1». /29724aps, remembered by * Plato, which 


SF ; = . 
: . a 
Fi of p1bas. 
2 ; 3 
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forbad their Captains to drink Wine during 
che Campaign, and the Governors of Pro- 
vinces during the year of their Magiſtracy. 


For tho? Plato held the ſame for a very juſt 


Law and never makesan end of commending 
it ; yet ought it not to be received without 
Diſtinction. The Work of Judging, as we 
{aid elſewhere, belongs to the Underſtand- 
ng ; and that that Power abhors Heat, and 


therefore is much incommoded by Wine. But - 


to govern a Common-Wealth ( which is adi: 


ſtint thing from taking in hand a Proceſs, 


and giving ſentence thereon ) belongs to the 
Imagination, which requires Heat. And the 
Governour not arriving to the Point which 
is requiſite, may well drink a little Wine to 
attain it. The ſame 1s to be underſtood of a 
General of an Army, whoſe Counſel depends 
alſo on the Imagination. And if the Natural 
Heat be by any hot thing to be razſed, nought 


_ Can better do it than Wine: But it ought to 


be taken moderately, becauſe there 1s no 
Nouriſhment that gives or takes away Man's 
Wit, fo much as this Liquor, So that it 1s fit 
the General {hould know the difference 0i 
his Imagination, whether it be of thoſe that 
necd Meat and Drink to ſupply the Heat that 


15 wanting, or of thoſe that ſhould keep Falt- 


ing ; for. on this the Skill of managing bus 
Atfairs well or zl] depends. 
CRAT 
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GHAP. XVI. 


To what difference of Ability the Office of 
a King belongs, and what Marks he 


ue” M 


- w# 's 


; ought to have that has this Kind of Wit. 

n | 

> 13 Solomon was Elected King and 

.- Head of ſo great and numerous a | 

1 8 People as [/rae/, the Text lays, that for go- iIIKings 3. | 
: SR” "* 2 a | 

t | verning and ruling them he begg'd Wiſdom 


- | fromabove, and nothing more. 'This Requeſt 
, | was ſo acceptable to God, that to Reward 
> | him for having ſo well hit the Mark, he made 
n him the Wieſt Prince in the World ; and not 
1 contented with this, he gave him great Riches 
» | and Honour ; as the jair Returns of fo great 

a Petition. Whence 1s plainly gathered, thar 


$ the greateſt Prudence and Wiſdom, of which 


1 Man is capable, 1s, that whereon is founded, 
t | and wherein conſiſts the Office of a King ; 
o | whichis fo true, that there is no need to loſe 
o || time to prove it. Only at 15s convenient to 
inew to what difference of Wit the Art of 2 
t King, and of {uch an one as the Common- 


jf || Wealth ſtands in need of, belongs, and to 
it || trace the Marks whereby he may be known, 
t || fiat isfurniſhed with ſuch a Wit and Ability, 
\. | Tisalfo moſt certain, that as the Office of a 
is | King goes beyondall other Arts in the World, 

even 1o 1t requires the higheſt difference of 
s | \\ nt 


Heat exceeds the Cold, nor the Moiſt the 


: 
_ <4” nn 
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Wit that Nature can produce. What this 
difference of Wit is, we have not as yet de- 
fined, as having been taken up 1n allotting 
to ſeveral Arts their Difterences and Diſpoliti- 
ons. But ſeeing we are now come to tt, 
you may know, that of nine Temperaments 
tound amongit Men, there is but one ( as 
Galez affirms) that makes a perſon as Wiſe 
as Nature can her ſelf : In which Tempera- 
ment, the farſt qualities are ſo juſtly balanced, 
and {o well proportioned, that neither the 


Dry, but all is found Equal and Harmomous, 
as if really they were not Contraries, nor 
had any natural Oppoſition: Out of which 
ariſes an Inſtrument ſo well fitted and turned 
for the Operations of the Rational Soul ; that | 
the Man is provided with a perfect Memory 
for things paſt, and a itrong Imagination to 
ſee what is to come, and agreat Underſtand- 
ing to Diſtinguiſh, Infer, Argue, Judge, and 
make Choice. Of the other differences of 
Wit, (by us recounted ) not one 1s entirely 
perfect ; for 1f a Man has a good Under- 
{tandins, ( becaulte of much dryneſs) he can-_ 
not learn the Sciences belonging to the Ima- 
gination and Memory ; and it he be furniſhed 
with an Excellent Imagination, (thro? much 
Heat) he will be diſabled tor the Sciences re- 
lating to the Underſtanding and Memory) 
and it he has a happy Memory, ( becauſe ot 
much moitture ) we have already made ut 


ap- 
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s || appear, how great Memories are incapable 
- | of all the Sciences. Only this difference of 
| Wit we are now in ſearch of, 1s that which 
| anſwers all the Arts 1n Proportion, 

How inconvenient 1t 1s for one Science nof 
| to be able to unite the re(t, Plato notes, ſay- 
ing, that the perfection of each in particular 
depends on the Notice and Knowledge of 
them all in general. 'There 1s no ſort of 
Knowledge at what diſtance ſ{oever it may 
be from an other, that ſerves not to render 
it more perfect when it is fully known. But 
what ſhall we do if upon diligent ſearch af» 
| ter this diflterence of Wir there 1s but one to 
be found in Sp4izz? Which makes me of opi- 
nion, that Gale faid excellentiy well, that out 
of Greece, Nature not ſo much as in a Dream 
makes a Man Temperate, or with a Wit 
requiſite for all the Sciences. And the ſame 
* Galen gives the reaſon of it, {aying, that * Lib 11.4e 
Greece 1s the moſt temperate Country in the Sanir.tuen. 
World, where the Heat of the Air exceeds 
not the Cold, nor the Moiſt the Dry. 
Which Temperament makes the Men very 
Wife, and capable of all the Sciences, as may 
de proved, conſidering the great number of 
lluſtrious Perſons that appeared there; So« 
Yates, Plato, Ariſtotle, 5 A Galen, 
Theophraſlus, Demoſthenes, Homer, Thales the 
Mileſian, Diogenes the Cynic, Solon, and 1n- 
unite other wiſe Men, of whom the Hiſtori- 
i"S make mention, and whoie works We 


ap- if B b fiad 
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ind repleniſhed with all Sciences. Not as the 
Writers of other Countries; who it they 
treat of Phylic, or any Science, 1t 1s a 
wonder it they make uſe of any other ſort of 
Science in their Aid or Favour. All of them 
are beggarly, unadorned, as wanting a Wit 
capable of all the Arts. 

But what is moſt ſurpriſing in Greece, 15, 
that notwithitanding Women's Wit 1s {o re- 
pugnant to Learning, (as we ſhall hereaiter 
prove;)there have been ſo many Grec:az Ladies 
{o illuſtrious in the Sciences that they have 
come 1n competition with the moſt rational 
Men; evenſo weread of Leontia(avery learn- 
ed Woman) who writ againſt Theophraſtus,the 
greateſt Philoſopher of his time, taking notice 

of ſeveral errorsofhisin Philoſophy. And it we 

reflect on all other Countries in the World, 

we {hall hardly find any Wit ariſe ſo. conſ- 
derable there. The reaſon whereof is, they 

live in Intemperate places, which makes the 

Men dull, ofa {low Wit, and ill Dſpoſitions. 
"ZIV.S«&. And therefore Ariſtotle asks, * MWhence it comes, 
Piovl rhat the Inhabitants of over-Hot or over-Cola 
Countries are for the moſt part fierce in Countt- 

zance and Conditions * To which Problem he 
Anſwers very well, ſaying, that the: good 
Temperament, not only gives the good 

Grace of the Body, but alſo Conduces to the 

Wit and Ability: and in like manner as the 
Excelles -of Heat and Cold hinder Nature 
from producing Men fair and well figured 

eve 
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even ſo they renvers the harmony of the 
* Soul, and blunt a Mans Wit. Of this the 
Greeks were well aware, who calFd all other 
Nations in the World Barbarians, in regard 
of their Incapacity and ſlender Knowledge. 
And fo we ſee of ſo many as are Born and 
Study out of (zreece, it they are Philoſophers, 
not one of them.Approaches near to Ar:ftoth, 
or Plato; if Phylitians, to Hippocrates, &r 
Galen ;, if Ofators, to Demoſthenes ; if Poets; to 
Homer + -and 10 in the other Arts and Sciences, 
the Greeks have ever held :the firſt Rank, 
without any contradiftion. Ar leaſt Ar:/?o- 
e's Problem may be very well verified in the 
Greeks,becauſe in reality they are the goodlieſt 


Men m the World, and of the moft excellent 


Wit, were 1t not for their Itving in Dygrace 
and Servitude , being oppreſes'd by y Arms; and 
i treated by coming under the Zzrzks; who 
hath baniſhed all Learning tromamong them, 
driving the Univerſity of Athens to Paris, 
where it remains to this day. And to for 
want of cultivating, thele excellent Ws, 
(whereof we ſpoke, ) come to be lott. 

In other Countries out of Greece, though 
Schools and Exerciles of Learmng are not 
wanting, yet-no eminent Man has. appeared 
among them. "The Phyſitian thinks he has 
gone tar enough it he knows what ZHdÞppocrate: 
and Galex,. have delivered, and the Natura! 
Philoſopher thinks there 5 nomore Knowleds 


butwhat is had from ny Ari ;Potle. 
B b 2 XN ot- 
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Notwithitanding this, it 1s no general 
Rule that all who are born in Greece muſt of 
neceſſity be Wye, and well tempered, and 
the reſt diſtempered and Fools. For the ſame 
* Galen reports of Anacharſis, who was a 
Scythian, that he appeared of an admirable 


Wit among the Greeks, (tho? he was a Bar- 


barian ) with whom a Philoſopher that was a 
Native of Athexs, contending, ſaid, Go thou 
Barbarian; To which Azacharſis anſwered, 
My Country us a diſgrace to me, and thou art a 
diſarace to thy Country, From intemperate 
Scythia the Country of ſo many Fools, I alone 
am come Wiſe, and thou who wert born at 
Athens (the Nurſery of Wit and Knowledpe) 
wer't never other than an Aſs So that 
we need not deſpair of meeting, this good 
Temperament,nor reckon it impoſlible to find 
it out of Greece, particularly in Spazz ; ( which 
is not {ſo Intemperate a Country : ) for by 
the ſame Reaſon that T have found one of 
theſe there; there may be many more that 
never came to Knowledge, and whuch I have 
not been able to find out, Ir may becon- | 
venient then to ſhew the Signs, by which a 
well tempered Man is known, to the end 
where ſuch a one 1s, he may not be Hidden. 
Many Signs have the Phyſitians ſet down 
to diſcover this difference of Wit, but the 
principal, and thoſe that beſt give Notice of 
It are the following. The firſt, in the words 


* {ih arr1s '@' 


med. xiii. Of * Galen, 1s to have the Hair Nut-brown 


bc- 
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between fair and red, which proceeding from 
Age to Age comes to ſhow more Golden. 
And the reaſon of itis clear, for the Material 
Cauſe of Hair, 1s as Phyſitians hold, a groſs 
vapour, riſing-from the digeſtion performed 
by the Brainatthe inſtant of it's Nouriſhment. 
For ſuch as this Member is ſuch 1s the colour 


ofthe Excrements ; if there enter much Flegm 


in the compoſition of the Brain, the Hair 


_ will be fair; if much Choler, yellow as Sat- 


fron ; but when theſe two Humors are found 
equally mixt, the Brain remains temperate, 


in hot, cold, moiſt, and dry ; and the Hair | 
brown, and participating of two Extreams. , ,.,, 4. | 
It is true, that + Fppocrates ſays, that, that ere, locis, | 
colour in thoſe who hve in the North, ( as & *4us. |} 


the Exeliſh, Flemmings, and Germans ) iſſues 
from a Whiteneſs dryed with over much 
Cold,and not from the Reaſon we have men- 
tioned; So that this ſign 1s very deceitful. | 

The ſecond Mark, that he ought to have 


who has this difterence of Wit, * Ga/ex1ays, 1s, * Lib de 
OPT. COT p. 


con}. c jv 


& Lib. de 
holding him, as a Figure of rare Perfection, fan. tuen. | 


to be well-ſhaped, airy, agreeable, and 
pleaſant, ſo as the Sight takes pleaſure in be- 


And the Reaſon of it 1s clear, for it Nature 


be {trong, and have a Seed well tempered, 


the duly makes ( of all thingy capable ) rhe 


Belt and moit Accomplifhed in the Kind; but 
being ſomewhar diſabled, ſhe employs moſt 


of her Labour in the formation of the Brain, 
becauſe thar is the chief refidence of the Ra- 


BYT tional | 
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WEL tional Soul, rather than any other part of the 
M4  Bady. Accordingly we ſee many Men vaſt 

Bn and deformed, but yet of excellent Wits. 
The bulk of Body which a Temperate Man 
*Lib © ought to have, as * Galen ſays, 1s not a thing 

Bat COTD.:- , . 

=. c 54, preciſely determined by Nature, becauſe he 
may be tall, ſhort, or of a middle Stature, (in 
proportion to the quantity of temperate Seed, 
' he had in time of his formation.)But tor what 
regards the Wit, the Middle-fize 1s better 
amongſt Temperate Men than over-tall or 
{hort : And if it ſhould incline to either Ex- 
rream, it 1s better too Short, than Tall, for 
Bones and Fleſh as we have proved before, 
from the Opinion of Ariſtotle and Plato 
much incommode the Wit. Agreeable here 
unto the natural Philoſophersare wont toask. 
= Why thoſe of, little Stature are W. iſer for the 
2. a, moſt part than thoſe of a tall Stature? And ior 
3.> : :0b. proof hereof, they cite Homer, whoſe fays 
x. Uiyſſes was very Wile, and of alow Stature; 
Z and on the contrary, Ajax avery Blockhead, 
and of a high Stature. To this Queſtion they 
Anſwer very ill, in ſaying that the Rational 
Soul being ſhut up in a little room atts with 
More force, according to the received ſaying, 
Virtue #u more powerful United than Diſperſed : 
And that on the contrary, being in a large 
Body, and of great Dimenſions, ſhe wants 
|; power {ſufficient to move, and animate the 
EY. {ame, as it ought. But this is not the Rea- 
ON rcreos, 1t 15 rather becauſe Big-men have 
- muci} 


own natural Inclinations, But whoevyer is of 
 anexact Temperament,{olon 


this Temperament, - we need not preſcribe a ſn. ruen. | 
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much Moiſture m their Compoſition, which 
dilates the Fleſh, and makes it more plyant to 
receivethe Augmentation, whick the natural 
Heat procures. It fares quite contrary 1n little 
Bodies, for through their over-drynels, the 


Fleſh cannot take 1t's Courſe, nor the natural pops 


wy 


they remain of alow Stature. But amonglt «iv. 
the firſt qualities, we have prov'd before,there 
is none ſo prejudicial to the Operations of the 
Rational Soul, as much Moiſture, nor that fo 
quickens the Underſtanding as Dryneſs. 
The third Mark by which the temperate 
Man may be known, 1s, as * Galen ſays, . Li. i. 42 
that he be Virtuous, and of good Conditions ; 47 OE 
tor if he be lewd, and Vitious, + Plato fays, + Di. del 
it proceeds from ſome Intemperate Quality N*** | 
that 1s in him, and that incites him to Sin ; 
and if ſuch a one would practiſe what 1sagree- 


able to Virtue, he mult firſt renounce his 


Heat enlarge or itretch 1t out ;. and therefore .,; ,.-ont.# 


o ashe continues 
in that State, ſtands in no need of any ſuch 
diligence ; for rhe Inferior Powers require 
nothing from him that 1s contrary to Reaton, 


Therefore * Galer ſays that to one that has +. :; 4; 


Dyet, what he ſhould Eat, or drink, tor he 
rarely or never exceeds the quantity or mea- 
ture, that Phyſic would fet hum. And Galer 
contents not himſelt with calung them moſt 
Temperate, but adds further, that it 1s not 
Bb 4 © 


- 


4.4 : 

p: 

= 4 

3 þÞ3 
: 


The Tryal of Whts., Chap. XVI. 
1 {o much as neceſſary to moderate the Paſſions 
1 dof their Soul, for their Anger, their Grief, 
þ their Joy, and their Mirth, are meaſured al- 
FR ways by Reaſon. Wheace it follows, that 
3.2 they are always Healthful, and never Sickly, 
which 15s the ck Mark. 
[6 But in thts Galez has no reaſon, for it 1s 
HIS :mpoſiible to frame a Man that ſhall be per- 
| tect in all his Faculties, thereafter as the Bo- 
dy 15 tempered ; fo as the Iraſcible and Con- 
cupiſcible Powers ſhould not be ſuperior to 
j-> Reaſon, and incite him to Sin. And there- 
5. on tore 1t 15 not convenient to ſuffer any Man 
z how Temperate ſoever, always to follow his 
own natural Inclinations, without taking him 
by the Hand, and guiding him by Reaſon. 
Which 1s ealily underſtood conſidering what 
Temperament the Brain ought to have,to be 
an Inftrument fit for the Rational Faculty, 
and what the Heart ought to have tothe end 
the Irafcible may aim at Glory, Empire, Vi- 
ctory, and Superiority over all; and what 
the Liver ought to have for digeſting the 
Food, and what the Teſticles ought to have 
;0r conferving and perpetuating the ſpecies. 

As tao the Brain, we have already often 
ſaid, that it ought to have Moiſture for the. 
Memory, Drynels for the Underſtanding, and 
Heat for the Imagination, But for all this, 
!ts natural Temperament is Cold and Mot ; 
and becauſe of rhe intenſe or remiſs degrees 
e: theſe two qualities, one time we call It 


Hot 


—- 


—— - 


d 
p 


{ 


| 
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Hot, and another Cold ; ſometimes Moiſt, 


and Moiſt are predominant. 


. rations. 


it never be underſtood, that the Cold 


| that it has not all the Degrees of Heat 
| 1ts Operations need. | 
| For what relates to the Teſticles, 


not to be underſtood abſolutely, or in 


 *anting. 


and ſometimes Dry ; but ſtill fo as the Cold 


The Liver ( where the Concupiſcible Fa- 
culty is ſeated ) has for its Natural Tempera- 
ment a predominant Heat and Moiſture ; 
| which Temperament never leaves the Man {o 
long as he lives. And it we fay ſometimes 
that it is Cold, it is becauſe it has not then 
all the Degrees of Heat requiſite for irs Ope- 


predo- 


| minates there, ( for it is umpoſſible) but onl 


whic 


( where 


| the other part of the concupiſcible Faculty re- 
lides ) the ſame reaſon has place ; becauſe 
| their Natural Temperament 1s hot and dry 
In predominance. And if we ſometimes ſay 
of a man, that he has theſe Parts cold, it. 1s 


predo- 


| minance, but only that the intenſe degrees of 
Heat required for the generative Faculty are 


From 


377. 


Touching the Heart (which 1s the Inſtru- . , ,, 
ment of the Iraſcible Faculty ) * Galez ſays, uſu pulfu, 
that it is ſo Hot of its own Nature, that while 

| the Creature lives, if we put our Finger 1n its 

Cavity, we cannot ſuffer it there a moment 
without burning, And tho' we have elfe- 

| Where ſaid, that the Heart is Cold, yet muſt 
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From which may be clearly gathered, that | 


if a Man be well compounded and organized, 


74 Heart he muſt neceſſarily have the force of an exceſ- 


fſcnds the 
Feat 70 the 


-a:n6y:be Faculty will remain too weak; and if the 


five Heat in his Heart, or elſe the Iraſcible 


2:4; Laver be not exceeding Hot, it cannot digeſt 
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the Food, nor make Blood tor Nouriſhment ; 


7:1; av4and if the Teſticles are not more Hot than 


# + 
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-,-*--* Cold, the Man will prove impotent, and un- 


ht tor Generation. 
So that theſe Members being of fuch force, 
as we have ſaid, it tollows of ne- 


[? {1 0 Mas: 5 #1 ba A | . 
Arm To #:74 ceſlity, that the Brain comes to 


e2 by his bad eonpoſition, 
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jt wirball, that be re Þealtered thro' much Heat, (which 
PZ free 


zo ao what 2. 15 one of the qualities that moſt of- 


He hath fet Fire 


&-fere rhee, Tends Reaſon) and which 1s work, 


2c. wilt, Eccleit. . 
69s [2 and inclines to condeſcend to the 


Inferiour Appetites. By this Ac- 

count it appears, that Nature cannot make a 

Man pertect in all his Faculties, nor produce 
him altogether inclined to Virtue, 

How repugnant it 1s to the Nature of Man 

to be produced wholly inclined to Virtue, 


may be plainly diſcovered in conſidering the 


Compolition of the Firſt Man; for tho? it was 


the moſt perfect that was ever found among 
Mankind (except that of Jeſus Chriſt our Sar 


viour) and framed by the' Hand of fo great a 


Workman, nevertheleſs if God had not 1n- 


tied mto him a ſupernatural Quality to {ub- 
due his Inferiour Part, it was impoſlible, re- 
Iy10g 
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lying upon the Principles of Nature, that he 
{hould not be inclined to Evil. And that God 


had made Adam with perfect Iraſcible and 
Concupiſcible Powers,jsevidently ſeen in this, 


that when he ſpoke to, and commanded him 


to increaſe and multiply, and repleniſh the Earth, 
it is certain, he gave them an able Power for 
Procreation, and framed them not cold, ſee- 
ing that he enjoyn'd them to People the Earth 
with Men: A Work not to be pertorn'd with- 
out much Heat. _ 

No leſs Heat beſtowed he on the Nutritive 
Faculty, which was to repair their loſt Sub- 
ſtance, and to renew another in its place; ſee- 


ing he ſaid to them, Behold T have given unto 
you every Herb bearing Seed which is upon the ' 
| Face of the Earth; and every Tree in which is the 


Fruit of a Tree yielding Seed, to you it ſhall be 


| for Meat. For if God had given them a Liver 


and Stomach Cold and of little Heat, 1t 1s cer- 
tain they would not have been able to digeſt 
Meats, nor to preſerve themſelves nine hun- 


dred and thirty years alive in the World: 


He tortified alſo his Heart, and gave him an 
Iraſcible Faculty, becoming ſuch a King, and 
a Maſter, as was to govern all the World. 
And faid, Subadue the Earth, and have Domt- 
ion over the Fiſh of the Sea, and over the Foul 
of the Air, and over every living thing thai 
voveth upon the Earth, But 1t he had not 
*lven him abundance of heat, he would ne!- 


ther have had Spirit nor Authority to take up- 


on 
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on him Empire, Command, Glory, Majeſty, 
and Honour. What diſadvantage it 1s to aff 
Prince to have the Iraſcible Power weak, can- 
not enough be expreſs'd, ſeeing through this 
alone, he comes to be neither feared nor obey- 
ed, nor reſpected by his Subjects. 

Having thus fortified the Traſcible and Con- 
cupiſcible Powers, in giving to the Members 
we have mentioned, 1o great a Heat, he pro- 
ceeded to the Rational Faculty, and made a 
Brain Cold and Moiſt, to ſuch a Point, and 
of ſo delicate a Subſtance ; by which means 
the Soul might Reaſon and Diſcourſe, and 
make uſe of its infuſed Knowledge. For we 
have ſaid and prov'd before, when God had 


_ adefign togive Men any ſupernatural Know- 


ws Ecclcl. 


X Vit. 


ledge, he firſt prepar'd the Wit, and made 
them-Capable with the Natural Diſpoſitions | 
which he planted with his own Rand, to re- 
ceive this Knowledge : And therefore Holy 
Writ ſays, * That he gave them a Heart to Con- 
cerve, and repleniſhed them with the Diſcipline of 
Unaer ſtanding. 


The Iraſcible and Concupiſcible Faculty 


being ſo very powerful, becauſe of the great 


Heat ; and the Rational fo weak, and of ſuch 


imall reſiſtance ; God armed them with a ſu- 


pernatural Faculty, which the Divines calt 
Orioiaal Riohteowſneſs, to repreſs the Motions 
of the Inferiour Part, that the rational Part 
might remain Superiour, and the Man incl:- 
ea to Virtue, But when our firit Parents 

ſinned, 


, 
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ſinned, they loſt this qua wy ; and the Iraſci- 
| ble and Concupiſcible Faculty held their own, 
and were Superiour to Reaſon, ( through the 
| Prevalence of the three Members we ſpoke 
of) and the Man Prone to Evil, even from 
his Youth. | 
| Adam was Created in the Age of Manhood, 
| which according to Phyſitians, * 1s the moſt, _ 
| Temperate of all; and from that Age was ; "4 $n 
| inclined to Evil, except the ſmall txme He tuen. 
 Ray'd in Innocence, by means of Original 
E Righteouſneſs. Cr 
| From this DoQrin we may gather in good 
| Natural Philoſophy, that it a Man 1s to doan 
| At of Virtue with ReluQance of the Fleſh, 
 1t is impoſſible for him to practife the ſame, 
| without the Aſſiſtance of Grace, becauſe the 
qualities by which the Infer:our Faculty ope- 
| ratesare of greater Efficacy. I faid with Re- 
| luttance of the Fleſh, in as much as there are 
| found many Virtues in Man, which proceed 
* | trom the Iraſcible and Concupiſcible Faculties 
| being low, as is Chaſtity in a Man that is 
| Cold; but this is an Impotence in Working, 
rather than a Vrtue. 

For which reaſon had the Catholic Church 
never taught us, that we are not able to 
overcome our Inclinations, but by the ſpecial 
Aſſiſtance of God, Natural Philoſophy would 
teach us no leſs this Truth, That Grace forti- 
hes our Will. What Galez would have faid, 

Was, that rhe Temperate Man excels in V 1r- 
| rue 
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tue others who have not this good 'Tempera- 
ment, becaule the lame is leſs ſolicited by the | 


Infteriour Part.. 


The fifth Property of thoſe who enjoy this | 
good Temperament, is, to be very Long-liv'd, | 

as being very powerful to reſiſt the Cauſes | 

and Occaſions of Diſeafes. And this is what 
the-Royal Prophet meant, when he ſaid, * The 
days of our years are threeſcore and ten';_ and if 
by reaſon of Strength they be fourfcore years, yet | 
 & their Strength Labour and Sorrow, He calls * 
thoſe Strong who are of this Temperament, ! 


O 


becauſe they reſiſt better than others the Oc- | 


calions of diminiſhing Lite. 


The laſt Mark is given by * Gale, ſaying, | 


That they are very Wiſe, 'of great Memory 


for the paſt, of great Imagination to gueſs at 1 


| the future, and of great Underſtanding to dif- 


cover the truth in all things. They are nei- 
ther malicious,crafty, nor Cavillers; for theſe 
{ſpring irom a Vicious Temperament. 


Such a Wit as this is, aſſuredly was not fra- | 


med by Nature to learn the Latin Tongue, 


_ Logic, Philotophy, Phyſic, Divinity, or the 


Laws ; for put the caſe he nught eafily attain 


theſe Sciences, yet not one of them can fill all 
his Capacity. Only the Oihice of a King an- 
ſwers in proportion to it, and in Ruling and 


Governing, the fame is only te be employed. 


This is eaſily underſtood in running thro' 
all the Marks and Properties we have recount- 


ed of 'Lemperate Men; and conſidering mw 
each 
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each of them: agrees with the Royal Scepter, 
and ill correſponds with other Arts and Sci- 
enges. -. * 0. LY 
That a King be Beautiful and - Agreeable, 
is one of the things that belt engages Subjects 
to Love and Honour him, becauie as '* Plato 
ſays, the object of Love 1s Beauty, and good 
Proportion; and it the King be hard-favour- 
ed, and miſ-ſhapen, it is impoſſible to gain 
the People's Aﬀection; in'ſo much that they 
will highly reſent it, that an unfimfhed Man, 
who has not fo much as good Natural Endow- 
ments, ſhould come: to Rule and Goverre 
them. 7 ey 
To be Virtuous, and of good Conditions, 
is foon underſtood how much it imports; - for 
he who is to Order the Lives of. his SubjeQs, 


and give them Laws and Rules to live accor- 


ding to Reaſon ;; it is convenient that he do 
the fame in Perſon ; tor ſuch as the King; is, 
{uch are the Grandees,- the Middle, and: the 
Lower Sort. Moreover, by this means he 
_ will make Ins Commands more Authentic, 

and witha betterright proceed to Puniſh thoſe 
that fail to obſerve them. 3” 


To hold a Perfection in all the Rulng Fa- 


culties of a Man, ( the Generative, Nutritive, 
Irafcible and Rational) 15 more becoming 2 
King than any Artiſt whatever. For as Plato 
lays, 11 a well-ordered-State, there ought to 
be Over-ſfeers of Families, who may with 
Skill diſcover the qualities of Perions that are 

2 
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to Marry, in order to give to each Man | 
the Woman beit proportion'd to him ; and * 
to each Woman the Man deſtin'd for her. 1 
Were this duly obſerved, they would never 
be fruſtrated of the principal end of Marriage, Þ £ 
For we ſee by Experience, that a Woman ' 
who could have no Children by her firſt Huſ 
band, as ſoon as ſhe is married to another, 
: has; and many Men that could have no Chil . ! 
 : dren by their tirſt Wives, have had them as ' 
ſoon as ever they married to another. More 
eſpecially ſays Plato, this Art 1s of uſe in 
the Marriages of Kings: For as1t 1s a thing of 
the greateſt Importance to the Peace and Se- !} 
curity of a Kingdom, that the King ſhould 
have a lawtul Iflue to Succeed him, 1o it may 
well happen that a King marrying at random 
may light on a barren Wite, that will keep 
him all his Life without hope of Iflue ; and 
{o dying without Heirs, he bequeaths to his 
People Civil Wars, for filling of a Vacant J 7? 
Throne. --j 
But this Art, ſays Hippocrates, is not neceſ» } R 
ſary, but for Men of ill Conſtitutions, and } t! 
not for thoſe that have the periect Tempera- J a 
ment we have deſcribed : Theſe need no ſpe- } a 
cial Choice of a Wite, nor look for one that J * 


+ is proportionable to them ; for as Galen ſays, } © 

=W whatever Wite they Marry, they will not fail ÞJ + 

} forthwith to have Children : This is to be Þ} 

T's underſtood, if the Woman be Sound, andat | * 

* a the Age (according to the Courſe of N 8 J? 
. ture 
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ture) that Women are wont to Conceive 
and bring forth. Tn ſuch fort as Fruitfulneſs 
'S more to be defired by a King, than any 
JI Artiſt whatſoever, tor the reaſons we have 
 GiVEN. ro 
Js Ut the Nutritive Faculty be ſo voracious, 
gluttonous, and greedy of Drink, * Galez has * Lib. de 
cold us, that it proceeds from the Stomach #7 racns 
and the Liver's wanting the Temperament 
aorecable to their Operations: Which makes 
Men Voluptuous, Infirm and of very {hott 
Lite : But it. theſe Parts pollels their duc 
Temper and Compolition, the ſame Ga/ez 
ſays, that they deſire no more Meat nor 
Drink than 1s neceſſary to ſ{uitain Lite. 
| Which quality 15 ſo important to a King, that 
$ God declares that Land thrice happy that 
meets with ſuch a Prince, * Bleſſed is the L474 * Ecciel.x. 
whoſe Ring is Noble, and whoſe Princes feed 1 
ane time, for Refreſhment, and not for Riotouj- 
Ofthe Iraſcible Faculty, it it be Intenſe, or, .. 
Remiſs + Galen pronounces it is an Indicati- n-4. c. © 
tion that the Heart is not well compoled, *vix. & 
and has not the 'lemperament required to LN 
act pertealy ; from which two Extreams the (an. tuen, 
Kins ought to be further dilftant than any 
other Artiſt, for ro arm Paſſion with Power 
5 a thing 1n no wiſe convenient for the Sub- 
jects. Nor 1s 1t any better for the King to 
2ave that Iraſcible Faculty remiſs, becautec in 
i1htly paſſing by things ill done, and at- 

+ CP tempted 


286 


* Prov. Xx x3. 


The Tryal of Wits, Chap. XVT, 
tempted in this Kingdom, he comes to be 
Deſpiled, and loſe the Reverence of his Sub. | 
jects; which ordinarily produces great Dif- | 
orders in a State, and remedileſs Miſchiefs, ' 
But the Man who is 'Temperate, 15 moved | 
when there 1s Reaſon, and unmoved when 
thereis None; which quality 1s as neceſſary 
tor a King, as allrhe other we have ſpoke of. 1 

How much it imports that the Rational 1 
Faculty ( the Imagination, Memory, and } 
Underitanding ) ſhould be pertect in a King 
more than in any other, 1s catily prov'd ; | 
for the other Arts and Sciences as it {hould 
leem argto be acquired and practiſed by the ! 
torce of Man's Wit; but to govern a King- 
dom, and toconferve it in Peace and Concord, 1 
not only requires, that the King be endued }F 
with natural Prudence for it, but it is alſo 
neceflary that God particularly aſſiſt him 
with Underſtanding, and Aid him in Go- 
vermng ; the Sacred Scripture has noted no | 
leſs, where it ſays, * That the Heart of the | 
KRyng is in the Hand of God, 

To hve many Years alſo, and enjoy con- } 
tinual Health, is a property more convenient 
for a good King than any other Artit ; tor | 
his Care and Travel is laid out for the Pub- ! 
lic Good, and if he fails to ho!d out im Health, 
the Common-Wealth runs to Decay. 

All this DoQrin which we have deliver'd | 
will be better confirm'd if we find 10 any | 
true Hiſtory, that at any time there has been | 
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any dittinguiſhable Man choſen tor King, 1n 


whom were not wanting any of the Marks 


and qualifications we have mentioned. For 
'I'ruth has this Advantage, that 1t never 
Wants a Proof. 


Holy Writ recounts * that God being dif-, . fe "| [400 


pleas'd with Szz1, ( for ſparing Agag's life) © 


ordered Samzzel ro go to Bethlem, and anoint 


tor King of [/7ae/, one of the Eight Sons of 
Jeſſe. Now the holy Man preſuming that 
God would bepleafed with E!/zab, becauſe he 
was tall of Stature, ſaid, Sarely the Lord's 
Anointed is before } him | But the Lord {aid ro 
Samuel, Look not on 11s Countenancgy or on the 
hetobt of his Stature, for Ihaveretuſed him, (tor 
this he had tr yed betore | in Saul) for wy Lord 
ſees not as May ſeees, for Man looketh on theout« 


ward Appearance, but the Lord looketh on the 


Heart, 

Semuel diſtruiting hisownskill in chooſing 
paſſed on tur ther to what he had in Charge, 
{tt]] enquiring of God of one and the other 
before him, which he would pleate to have 
anointed King, aud God approving of none 
ot them; ſaid he to Jeſſe, 1t may bethouhaſt 
more Children than theſe that ttand before 
us, and Feſje ſaid there remaineth yet the 
Youngelit, and behold he keepeth the Sheep, 
bur he is little of Stature, imagining behke, 
that that was no {mall martcr ina King. Ja 
7:1 who had already learned by Experience, 
thuta great Stature Was not always a good 
Cc 2 Pre- 
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worthy Obſervation, what Sacred Scripture 


Now he was Rndady, and withal of a Beautiful 


as David had the two firſt Marks we have 
laid down, he was Ruddy, well-Complc- 
he ctioned, and of mean Stature. 
|! Thar he was Virtuous, and good Condi- 
2 2 tioned, (which 1s our third Sign ) 1s caſe to 
* x29 .:: befound, ſeeing God ſaid, of him. * That 
"I © be had found a Man after his own Heart. For 
"THe; tho' he ſometimes Sinned, he loit neither the 
"TORE Name nor Habit of Virtuous, no more than 
Ft he that 1s Habitually Evil, tho? he periorm 
q tome good Moral Actions, loſes the Name of 
Lewd and Vitious. 
That he liv'd in Health during the whole 
Courte of his Lite, feems to be proved trom 


*3 Kings i. this, becauſe throughout his whole Story, *. 


there 15 no mention but of one only Infirnuty, 
which-is an Indiſpoſition attending them that 


BE live a long time, 1t was that his natural Heat 
Wo was extinguifh'd, and he could not be warm 
7 12 his Bed, to remedy which, there was put 
Y to Bed to him a young Damſel, to cherith 


F is him, by which means he liv*d {o many Years, 
 -: p,. thatthe ſacredText ſays,*7T hat he died tn a good 
= xix old Age, full of Days, Riches and Honour , aiter 
s 70 having endured fo many Travels, .and Wars, 


and done fo great Penance tor his S1ns. _ 
al 


Preſage, ſent for him. And it is a thing 
recounts, ere yet he was anointed King, | 


Countenance, and goodly to look to, and the Lord | 
faia, Ariſe and anoint him, for this is he. So | 


Chap. XVI. © The Tryal of (its. 


all this becauſe he was Temperate, and of 


o00d Conftitution, and avoided the Occali- 
ons that ordinarily breed Dileaſes, and {hor- 
ten Man's Lite. 
His great Wiſdom and Knowledge were 
noted by SaulPs Servant, when he {aid, * Be- 
hold I have ſeen the Son of Jeſſe, the Bethlemite, 
that is cunning in playing, and amiohty Valiant 
Man, and a Maj of War, and prudent 12 
Matters, and a comely Man: By which Signs 
above recited, it 15 certain, that David was a 
Temperate Man, and that it 15 to ſuch the 
Royal Scepter 15 due, ſeeing he was adorn'd 
with the beſt Wit Nature could produce. 
But here ariſes a great Difficulty again{t 
this Doetrin, namely, ſeeing God knew all 


the Wits and Ability in 1fael, and was weil 
aware, that the Temperate Men are poſle{- 


fed of that Prudence and Wiſdom of which 
the Royal Office ftands 1n need ; for what 
cauſe in the firſt Election that was made, 
God ſonghr not out ſuch a Manas this? For 
even the Text ſays, that Saul was fo tall of 
Stature as he exceeded ail the people of 1jrae/ 
by the Head and Shoulders. This 1s an 11 
gn of Wit, not only in Natural Philoſophy, 
but God himfelf (as he has pleaſed toſhew 
us) blamed Sel, for having an Eye to 
the oreat Stature of E/:2b, and his forward- 
nels ro Anoint him for King. 
But this Doubt ſufncieatly intorms 


What * Galez has faid is true, that our 01 £7 
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The Tryal of Wits. Chap. XVT. 
Greece 1t 1s a folly to look for a Temperate I}. 
Man, ieeing in ſo great a People as that of 1/- 
rae!, God could not find one to chooſe for 
King, but waited till David was grown up, 


and 1n the mean while made choice of Sa!, 


ieeing that as the Text ſays, he was the belt |} 
ot all /-ael; tho? it ſeems he had more good 
nature than Wildom, and that alone was not 
{uiticient to Rule and Govern, * Teach me | 
go0aueſs, aiſcipline and Rygiowledee, lays the | 


Royal] Prophet David, being very lenſible 


that it is to no purpoſe for a King to be Good, 
2nd V irtuous, if he be not withal at the 
{ame rime Prudent and Wie. 
it looks as if we had ſufficiently confirmed 
ur Opinionin this inſtance of King David ; 
but thcre arole alio another Kins in {/rael, of 
whom it was taid, + Where zs he that is born 


ol > 1 _ cr. - 
King of the Jews ? 


And if we can prove that he was red-Hair- 
ed, v.cll iaſhioned, of middle Stature, Vir- 
tuous, Sound, and of great Wiſdom and 


Cur Canis : 
ic Evanzeliits buly not themſelves tore- 
Rc Compoiiticn ct our Lord, becaule it no 
conduced to the ſubjett they treated ol, 
a, tac fameisamatter very eaſy to be under- 
f:009, iuproling that an exact Temperament 
3 


+ \ Ls { 
4 


# Oy \ he 
k 7, " thy s BY | 


15 a{l!the Feriection a Mian can naturally have; 


000; Cd 3 it was the Holy Ghoſt that formed 


Giilh {1 SEALULLEU Liz, it 15 CEl tall, Lai ad 
_ touch- 


Chap. XVI. @The Tryal of Wits. 291 
touching the material Cauſe of which he 
torm'd him, it was not the Nl Temperament 
of Nazareth that could reſiſt him, nor cauſe 
him to exre in Ms work, ( as it fares with 
Natural Agents) but that he did what belt 
pleaſed him , becauſe he wanted neither 
Power, Knowledge nor Will, to irame a 
Man moſt Perfect, and without any Defe&. 
And the rather, for that his Coming (as he 4 
hunſelt + affirms) was to endure Travels t?ob xvii. Of 
for Man, and to teach him the Truth. Bur M*-**- * 
this Temperament ( as we have prov'd be- 4 
2d was the beſt Natural Inſtrument to 
effect theſe two things. And therefore I 
hold for true, the Relation, that Prublires Len- 
talus, the Pr oconſul writ from Jeruſalem, to 
the Senate at Rome, alter this manner. 

There has been ſeen in our Time a Man 
who yet lives, of great Virtue, calPd Teſzs 
Chriſt, who by the Gentiles is termed the Pro- 

' phet of Trath ; and his Diſciples ſay, that he is 
the So of God. He raiſes the Dead, and 
heals the Sick ; He 1s a Man oi a middle Pro- 
portionable Stature, and of a very fair Coun- | 
tenance; His Look carries ſuch Majeſty, as 
Procur eSAt once, both Love and Ref! Ca fCOM 
all his Beholders: His Hair down to his Ears 
15 of the Colour of a Nut tull ripe; and from 
his Ears to his Shoulders, of the Colour of 
Wax, but brighter : He has in the middle of 
his Forehead a little Lock, aiter the manner of 
the Naz.mens: His Forehead is Plain, but very 
CEt4 .._ I 


E, 


1 a= % 
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plealing ; 
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DErene : 
and of a moderate Colour.His Noſe and Mouth 

re Not with any reaſon to be blamed. His 
Pe ard thick, and reſembling his 
jong but for ked. His Af pect 1s Gracious and 
Grave, and his Eyes Get, and clear : He 
is Awtul in his Reproots, and Charming in 
15 Admonitions$ He forces Love ; He is 
cheariul with Gravity ; He 15 never ſeen to 
augh, but Weep 
Hands and Arms: In Conver ſation he is very 


when he 1s, very Modeſt. In his Counte- 
ance and Mien, the lovelicft Man that can 
PC 1magined. 
In this Relation are compriſed three or four 
Marks of a T emperate Man. The firſt, that 
hc had his Hair and Beard of the Colour of a 
Nut full ripe ; which it well conſidered is a 
brown Abourn; which Colour * God com- 
manded the Heifer {hould have, that was 
-obe facrificed in Figure of Jeſres Chriſ ?. And 
when he Aſcended up into Heaven, Pg the 
Trumph and Majcity due to ſuch a Pri INCC, 


{ome of the Angels that knew nothing of his 


Incarnation, ask'd, + Who is this that comes 
itrom Eaom, with bis Garments died Red from 
Bojra * As if they had faid, Who is this that 


COMES from the Red-Land, wal his Gar ments 


Hed Red? (with regard to his Hair, and 
Mord, and to the Blood he was tained with) 
L the Letter alſo reports him the faireſt Man 
| CE 

that 


- His Face without Spot or Wrinkle, 


ar: no 


often : He has elegant 


but is ſeldom in Company ; and 


Chap. XVI. The Tryal of Wits. 393 
that ever was ſeen, (which is the ſecond Mark 

ofa temperate Man.) Accordingly by this 
Mark Holy Scripture has diſtinguſh'd him, 


| * Goodly of Beauty among the Sons of Men; and * Pal.xtiv. WH 


elſewhere it 1s laid, Þ T hat his Eyes ſhall be Reg \ Genalix- 
with Wine, and his Teeth White with Milk. 
Which Beauty and Comely Shape of Body 
was of no {mall importance to engage the 
whole World to Love him ; becauſe there 
was nothing Terrible about him. And ſo the 
Letter ſays, That every one was enclined to 
Love him : Ir reports alſo, That he was of 
middle Stature ; not that the Holy Ghoſt 
wanted Matter to make him greater, it he had 
fo pleaſed, but becauſe 1n over-charging the 
Rational Soul with Bones and Fleſh, the Wit 
s oppreſled ; as we have prov'd before from 
the Opinion of Plato and A4ri/otle. 
The third Mark ( namely to be Vaurtuous 
and of good Conditions ) is confirmed alfo 
irom the fame Relation, and the Jews with 
all their falſe Witneſſes, could never prove 
thecontrary, nor anſwer him, when heask'd 
them, Which of you can reprove me of Sin ? (Ly, wy. 
And + Foſephzs, from the credit of his Hiſto- de anti. ix . 
ry, aſſures us, that he ſeemed to be more than 
Man, conſidering his great Goodneſs and 
Wiidom. There isonly long Life that is not 
verified of our Saviour Jeſzs Chriſt, becauſe 
tney put him to Death ſo Young ; But if the 
Courſe of Nature had not been interruptted, 
:e might have lived above fourſcore Years. 


394 The Tryal of Tits. Chap. XVI. 
* For 1t 1s very probable, that he who could 
live in a Deſart fourty Days, and fourty 
Nights, without Eating or Drinking, and 
Wong neither be Sick, nor Die, withit, might bet- 
Witt _ ter have preſerv'd himſelf free from other | 
UG ſhgnter Accidents, that might alter and im- | 
F pair his Temperament. Howbeitt this Atti- | 
on was reputed a Miracle, and a thing that | 
_ could not happen in the Compaſs of Nature. | 
_ Theſe two Examples of Kings which we 
have alledged,are ſufficient to give to Under- | 
ſtand, that the Royal Scepter 1s dneto Tem- | 
perate Men, and that they have the Wit and 
Wiſdom which 1s required for that Station: 
But there was alſo another Man made by 
God's own hand, with deſign that he {hould 
be King and Lord of all things Created, and 
he made him alſo red, well-ta{hioned, Vir- 
tuous, Sound, of excecding long Lite, and 
very Wile. The Proot of which is no Incon- 
venience to our Caulc. | 
* Dial. de. * P/{ajo held it tor a thing impoſſible for 
NaW+ God or Nature to form a Man Temperate in 
_ an Intemperate Region ; and therefore he | 
ſaid, that to make the firſt Man very Wile, 


Fey" 
» aims f : 
v1 * 1% Sf Wilde one ob eg 4d þ x 
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|=; and Temperate, God ſought out a place 
2.0 where the Heat of the Air excceeded not 
ut the Cold, nor the Moiſt the Dry ; And Holy 
| Writ ( whence he drew this Opinion ) fays 
| not that God created Adam in the Terreitrial 
j Paradiſe, ( which is the moſt "Temperate 


_ 2 Place mentioned by Plato) but that he plac'd 
$Y 4 him 


To 6 to Mas 
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him there after he had made him. * And the * Gen. ti, 


Lord God took the Man,” and pat him. into the 
Garden of Eden, to dreſs it, and to keep tt. 
For as the Power of God 1s infinite, and his 
Knowledge above meaſure, and his Will in- 


cin*d to give all the Natural PerfeQtion. to 


Man he was capable of in his Kind; it is pzo- 
bable, that nexther the Piece of Farth of which 
he was fr and# nor the Intemperance'of the 
Country of Damaſezs, ( where he was crea- 
ted ) could hinder his coming Temperate 
out of Gods Hands. The Opinion of Plato, 
Ariſtotle, and Galez, hath place in the Wor ks 
of Nature, and yet even in Intemperate Re- 
gions Neture ſometimes Chances to produce 
a Temperate Man. 

Now that Adam had Red Hair, and Beard, 
( which 1s the firſt Mark of a Temperate 
Man) 1s a thing very clear; for in reſpect of 
this ſo notorious a Sign the Name of Adam 
was given him, which is as much as to iay, 
25 St. Ferom interprets 1t,. ared Man, _ 

Nor can it bedeny'd but he was Beautiful, 
and well Faſhioned, ( which is the ſecond 
Mark) ſeeing that after God created him, 
the Text fays, * That he ſaw every thing which « 
be had mnade, and behold it was very good ! 
Tt js certain then, that he iſſued not out of 
the Hands of God, Foul, or 1ll Shap'd, + Be- 
cauſe 4 all his Works are perfett. Taach as 
the Text aſhrms, that the very Trees were 
Pair 1 to Behold : What then think you of 
Adam 
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The Tryal of Wits. Chap. XVT. 
Adam, whom God created for the principal 
end, and to be Lord and Maſter of the whole 


World. 
That he was Virtuous, Wiſe and well- 


- Conditioned, (which are the third and ſixth | 


* GEN, 14z3' 


* De leg2. 


by madeout, after what manner a great Un- 


gination and Memory ; tho” this may come 


Marks) may be collected from theſe words, 
* Let us make Man after our Image and Like- 
zeſs, becauſe according to the Antient Philo- 
ſophers, the foundation of the Reſemblance 
of Man toGod was no other than Virtue and 
Wiſdom. Which made + Plato fay, that 
the greateſt pleaſure God took above in Hea- 
ven was to hear a Wiſe and Virtuous Man 
praiſed and admir'd on Earth; in as much 
as ſuch a Man is his moſt lively Portraiture. 
On the contrary, he is diſpleaſed, when the 
Fooliſh and Wicked are in Honour and - | 


Eſteem, becauſe of the Diſparity between 
them [60 himſelf. 


Thar he Iiv'd Sound, and a long while, . 

{ which are the iourth and fifth Marks ) 1s 
not hard to prove, ſeeing rhat he lived nine 
hundred and thirty Years compleat. So that 
T may. now conclude; that he that is Red, 
well-Faſhioned, of middle Stature, Virtuous, 
Sound and of long Life, muſt neceſſarily be 
exceeding Wiſe, and have the Wit requiſite 
tor the Roy al Scepter. We have alſo by the 


derſtanding may be joyn'd with a large Ima- 


FO pals without the Man” 0 being gas; 
ug 


Chap. XVII. The Tryal of Wits. 
But Nature makes ſo tew after this Model, 


that amonglit all the WitsI have examined, I 


have not met above two. 
Bur how a large Underſtanding, a vaſt 
Imagination, and a good Memory may meet 
together (ina Man, not being Temperate ) 
is a thing ealy to comprehend, if we admit 
the Opinion of ſome Phyſitians, who affirm, 
T that the Imagination hes 1n the fore-part of 
J the Brain, the Memory in the hinder part; 
J and the Underſtanding in the middle : which 
may alſo be ſuppoſed by our Apprehenſion, 


but it 15 a work of great labour that the Brain 


being no bigger than a Pepper-corn, at the 
time Nature begins 'to form it, ſhould have 
one of the Ventricles of Seed very Hot ; ano- 
ther of very Moiutt; and that in the middle, 
of very dry ; tho? after all, this 15no Impoſſi- 
ble Caſe. 


CHAP. vw 
In what manner Parents may beget wiſe 
Children, and if a Wit fut for Learn- 
440 | 


IS a thing worthy of great Admirati- 
FT on, that Nature being ſuch as we all 
| know, Wiſe, Skilful, of great Art, Know- 
edge, and Power; and Man a Work !: 
_ which 


I —_———__—— 
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which ſhe has ſhew?d ſo much kill: Never- 
Fats: 2 theleſs, for one perſon that is Wiſe and Pru- 
| 9 oþ * dent, ſhe produces an infinite Number of 
FOES) 3} halt-Witted. Of which eftect, ( ſearching 
© 368: into the reaſon, and Natural Cauſes) I have 
OT found at Ienoth, that the fault lay in Parents 
=p not applying themſelves to the AR of Gene. 
Wn _ ration in that Order, and with that Concert,, 
EY: 3 which Nature has eſtabliſhed, not knowing , 
"OE | the Conditions which are to be obferv'd in 
the begetting Wiſe and Prudent Children, 
For by.the ſame Reaſon, that in whatever 
Country it be, either Temperate, or Intem- 
# ibs perate, there 1s born a Man of great Wit, 
I (with regard to the ſame Order of Cauſes) 
there are a thouſand begor of a {lender Capa- 
city: If we can then by Art procure a Rem: | 
dy for this, there will accrue tothe Common- 
Wealth the greatelt Benefit 1t can recelve. 
But ve Difficulty of this Matter 1s, that we 
cannot treat of it in Terms 1o decent, and 
ſeeml;,, as becomes that Modelty which is { 
Natural ro Men. And if for this reaſon 1 | 
in {hould ſpare the mention of any Part or 
E: AQtion, that is neceflary, it is certain, the | 
| whole matter will be m arred; infomuch as | | 
1t i5rhe Opinion of many g Grave Philoſophers, # | 
that wite Men ordinarily bevet Blockheads, | 


EE becauſe for Modelties fake, they abjtain ml } 
Fi. the act of Copulation from ſome Careſs] ; 


which areof importance, that the Child parX | 


take of the Fachers Wit, Of the Natural 
11- Modelty 


of Generation are expoſed to view, and of 


Peadmitted inthe number of the Senators. 


Chap. XVIT. The Tryal of Wks. 399 
Modeſty conceived in the Eyes when'theparts 


the Offence which their Names give to our 
Fars, ſome antient Pluloſopers have attemp- 
ted to find the Reafon; being ſurprized to 
ſee that Nature had framed theſe Parts with 
{uch Care and Diligence, tor a Deſign fo im- 
portant as that of Immortalizing Mankind ; 
and yet neverthele{sthe Wiſer and Prudenter 
1 Man 1s, the more he 1s aſhamed to ſee 
them, or hear them Named. 


# 


Shame and Modeſty as * Arifotle ſays, is a ii. Deani, WRT 


Paſſion proper to the Underſtanding, and &” o 
whoſoever is not offended at hearing the* © 
Names of the Parts or Actions of Generati- 
On, it 1s certain, that he 15 wholly unprovid- 
ed of this Faculty ; as we may declare him 
to be void of the Senſe of Feeling, that ſhould 
not teel his Hand burn, tho' he held it in the 
midſt of the Fire. 

By this very Token Caro the Elder diſco- 
vered Maznilizs, a perſon of Honour, want= 
ed Underſtanding, when they told him 
he Kiſſed his Wite mn preſence of his Daugh- 
ter; for which he loſt his Placein the Se- 
ate, and could never alter prevail to be 


From this Speculation Ar:/totle drew a | 
Problem demanding, + What is the Reaſon t iv. Set. 
tat Men who are deſirous of the Aft of Venery, -_— 
are yet aſhamed to confeſs it ; but if they have 
an appetite to Eat or Drink, or the like, they 

are 
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are not aſhamed to own it ? To which Problem 
he Anſwers very poorly, faying, Perhaps #4 
comes, becauſe the azfires of many things are Ne- 
ceſſary, and ſome of them if they fail to be ſati|- 
fied, deſtroy ; but the Act of [enery is rather in 
the nature of an Exceſs, and an Argument of ſt- 


perflurty ? 
Tho? in truth the Problem 1s falſe, and 


the Anſwer to it no better : for a Man 1s not | 
only Aſhamed to diſcover the Delire he has 


to enjoy a Woman, but allo to Fat to Drink 
and to Sleep : And it he have Occaſion to 
Void any Excrements, he makes no noiſe of 
it, and voids it not but in Pain and with 
Shame, for which reaſon he turns alide into 


ſome ſecret place out of Sight. Yea, ſome 


Men we find ſo Baſhful, that having a moti- 
on to make Water, they cannot do it it any 
look on : But as ſoon as they are letr alone, 


the Urine iſſues freely. And yet thele are / 


Deſires of voiding the {uperfluities of the Bo- 
dy, of which if a Man be not eaſed, he mult 
expire, and much ſooner too than it he neither 


Eat nor Drank. And if any one ſpeaks of it, 


or does it in the preſence of another, ſays Hp- 
pocrates, he 15 not in his right Wits. 

+viDdelo- The ſame proportion ſays, + Galen the Seed 

cis affic.vi. bears to the Spermatic V eflels as the Urine 

does to the Bladder ; for in the fame manner 

®:s the Urine provokes the Bladder, much 


Seed pains the Spermatic Veſlels. True 1t | 
is, Ariſtotle thought that a Man or Woman W 


could 
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could not fall Sick and Die by a too-great 
Retention of Seed, rho? this is againſt the 
Opinion of all Phyſitians, and particularly of 
* Galen, who affirms that many Women, * bid. 
being left young Widows, ' have happen'd to 
loſe their Senſe and Motion, their Pulſe and _ 
Breath, and after all,their Lives. Nay + Ari= 6: amd | 
/otle himfelf recounts many Maladies that af- ** _- 
fi& Continent Men from the fame Rea« 
{on. Fw EY 
The true Anſwer to this Problem is not to 
be expected from Natural Philoſophy ; be- 
cauſe 1t 1s not under it's Juriſdiction. ' And 
therefore we mult-have recourſe to a Super 
- or Sctence, calld Metaphyſics, wherein || 4r:- | Lib. xi. 
/o:le fays, that the Rational Soul 1s the low- Mea 
eſt of all the Intelligences ; and becauſe it's 
Nature is of the ſame kind with Angels, ſhe '. 
5 out of Countenance to ſee her elf placed in 
a Body, in common with Brute Beaſts. | 
Therefore Holy Writ notes it as a thingnot 
without ſome Myſtery,that the firit Man be- 
ing Naked was not Aſhamed ; but as ſoon 
3s he ſaw himſelt to be fo, forthwith he gor 
a Covering. At which time he knew that 
thro? his own Fault he had loſt Immortality, 
| and that his Body was made ſubject to. 
Change and Corruption, and that thoſe In- 
:ruments and Parts were given him, becauſe 
be muſt of neceſſity Die, and leave another 
Mi his room; and to preſerve himſelf in Life 
W ic little time that remained, he muſt needs 
D d Eat 
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The Tryal of Wits. Chap. XVI. 
EAt and Drink, and diſcharge thoſe noiſom 
and, corrupt Excrements. His ſhame en- 


creaſed the more when he ſaw the Angels 


( with whom he ſtood 1n Competition) were 
Immortal, not needing to Eat, Drink, or 


Sleep, to ſuſtain their Being, nor had they 
the Farts of Generation, being Created all at 


once, without Matter,and without fear of Cor- 
rupting : Ot all which things, the Eyes and 
Ears, are 1 know not how naturally well 
aware, fo. that the Rational Soul 1s in Pain, 
and Aſhamed, as often as ſhe calls to Mind 
the things that are given to Man as a Mortal 


apd Corruptible Creature. 


_ - >. And:that this 1s a convenient Anfwer ap- 
_.: pears. plain in this, that God to fatisfy the 


Soul after the Univerſal Judgment, and to 
crown 1t with entire Glory, will cauſe the 


Body to partake all the Qualities of an Angel, , 
_ beitowing on it Clarity, Subtilty, Aglliry, | 


and Immortality ; by reaſon of which we 
{hall have no occaſion to Eat, or Drink as 
Bruit Beaſts. And when they are 1n Heaven 
in that State, they will have no more ſhame 


ro be Naked than our Saviour or his Bleſſed 


Mother. But rather it will tura to an Acct 
dental Glory, to ſee that the uſe of theſe Parts 
is at an end, that were wonr to be Offentive 
to the Sight and Hearing. - 


With regard then to the Natural Modeſty 


of the Ear, I ſhall endeavour to ſpare what 


are harſh and grating Terms in this matter, 


and 
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' and give them the ſofteſt Turn T ma 
where I cannot avoid it, the Candid Read 
will pleaſe to excuſe the, for to redice to a 
perfe&t Art, the MN o be Obſerved; 
that Men may prove of the moſt delicate 
Wit, is 6ne of the things moſt requiſite for 
the Common-Wealth. Belides that by the 
fame reaſon, they ſhall prove Virtuous, well- 
faſhioned, Sound and Long-lived. 
I have though oood to divide the Matter 
of this Chapter into four principal Parts, to 
give the more light to what I {hall fay, and 
t0 prevent the Readers being at a los. The 
firſt is to ſhow the Qualities, and Natural 
Temperament a Man and a Woman are obli- 
oed to have for Generation. , The ſecond 
what care Parents are to obſerveto cet Males 
and not Females. The third how they may 
become Wiſe and not Fools. The tourth 
how to educate them after their Birth, for 
Preſervation of their Wit, 
To come to the firſt Point then, we have 
already ſaid from * Plato, that in a well-g0- * ln Thed- 
vern'd State, there ought to be certain Over- **o. 
feers of Marriages, who by Art might Skill 
to diſcern the Qualities of the Perſons 
I that are to Marry, in order to give to every 
Man the molt proportionable Woman, and 
[to every Wite her convenient Husband. 
Inwhich Matter Hippocrates and Gazen bes 
. £8*2.to take ſome Pains, and tolay down-fome 
1 Precepts and Rules to know which Woman 
D d 2 was 
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The Tryal of Tits. Chap. XVII. 
was fruitful, and which not ; which Man 
was 1mpotent, and which able and prolific; 
but touching all this they have faid very lit- 
tle, and not fo diſtinctly as 1s convenient, 
( at leaſt for the purpoſe I have occaſion for.) 
And therefore it will be requiſite to trace the 


Art from its Principles,and briefly to put it in 


a due Method, that ſo we may clearly know 


Childrenproceed, and from what, Fools and 
Blockheads. 
To attain which, you are firſt to know a 
particular point of Philoſophy, which tho? 
ic be moſt manifeſt and true to thoſe that are 
Skiltul 1n the Art, yet it is overlook'd by the 
Vulear; though what we advance touching 


the firſt Point, depends upon its Notice; - 


And that is, that Man, tho he appears fa- 
{hioned as we ſee him, difters not trom Wo- 
man, as * Galez ſays, but only in having the 
Genitals, outward. For if a Woman be dif- 


lected, we {hall find that ſhe has within her 
two Teſticles, two Spermatic Veſſels, and 
one Matrix, together with the figure of the 


Maiculine Member , without miſſing the | 


leaſt Repreſentation. Whichis ſo true, that 
it Nature making a perfect Man, had a 
mind to turn him into a Woman, ſhe has-no 
more to do, than to turn the Parts of Gene- 
ration inward. Andif after ſhe has mage 2 
Woman, ſhe had a mind to convert her into 
Man, ſhe need no more than turn out her 


Genitals. This 
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This has chanced many times in Nature, 
as well tothe Feetus in the Womb, as to the 
Child after the Birth. Of which Hiſtories 


are full, though ſome have held them only 
for Fables (as coming from the Hands of 
Poets) yet thething carries much of 'I ruth. 
For divers times has Nature made a Female 
that has continued ſuch in the . Mothers 
Womb a Month or two atterwards, and a- 
bundance of Heat upon Occaſion falling on 
the Genitals, they have ſtruck out, and ſhe 
ſteps forth a Male. To whom this change 
of Sex has happened in the Mothers Womb, 
is afterwards made known by certain 


Motions unbecoming a Man, being, altoge- 


ther Womaniſhand Efteminate, their Voice 


Shrill and Squeaking : Such perſons are ad- 
dicted to Woman's works, and fall ordinari- 
ly into aWkard Offences. 


On the contrary, Nature has often made a 


Boy with his Genitals outwards, and lome 


Cold {upervening, ihe has inverted them, 


and the Boy has turned into a Girl. This 
appears after ſhe is Born, in that {he has a 
Maſculine Air, as well in her Speech, as in 
all her Motions and Geſtures, This ſeems 
aUfticult to prove, but eaſy to believe, if we 
reflect on Wnat we are aflured by many Au- 


| «#< * X . . ; : 
tientic Hiutories. And that Women have 


becn turned into Men, after they were Born, 
te Vulgar are not furpriſed to hear of, tor 
belides, what many Antient Authors have 
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The Tryal of Wits. Chap. XVII, 
delivered for truth, *tis a thing that happen. 
cd in Sparzn, but few Years ſince, and what 
Experience teaches admits no Diſpute or Ar- 
oument. 

" What the Cauſe or Reaſon may be that 
the Genitals are engendred within or with. 
out, and they come forth Male or Female, is 
a plain Caſe, ifwe recollect that Heat dilates 
and extends all things, and Cold contracts 
and cloſes them, And therefore it 15s the 
Concluſion of all the Philoſophers and Phyſi- 
tians, * that if theSeed be Cold and Moiſt, a 
Girle is produced, and not a Boy ; and if it be 
Hot and Dry, aBoy is produced, and not a 
Girle, Whence may be clearly inferr*d, that 


\ there 1s no Man can be calld cold in reſpett 


of a Woman, nor any Woman hot 1n reſpect 
or a nan — 

+ Ariſtotle {a1d, that the Woman ſhould 
be cold and moiſt to be fruitful, and if ſhe 
were not ſo, it were impoſſible ſhe ſhould 
have her Terms, or Milk, to preſerve the 
Frts nine whole Montlis in her Womb, and 
two Yearsatiter the Birth, but the ſame would 
be diſſipated and waſted. 

All the Philoſophers and Phyſitians aflert, 
that the Womb bears the ſame Proportion 


to humane Seed, as the Earth does to Wheat, 


or any other Grain ; But we ſee if the Earth 


* be not cold and moiſt, the Husbandman 


dares not Sow it, and though he ſhould, it 
comes tonothins, Alſo among Lands, thols 
| - at 
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are molt fertile, and fructify moſt, * that "61.v.1ph, Wl: 
have moſt Cold and Moiſture, as appears by ©22. *xu. prey 


experience conſidering the Northern Regi- 
ons, ( Enzland, Flanaers,and Germany) Where 
the abundance of all Fruits ſurpriſes thoſe 
that know not the reaſon of it; and in ici 


Countries, a Married Woman rarely fails of 


Children, neither do they know what *ris to 
be Barren, all the Women there are {ruirtul 
and prolific, becaule of the great Cold and 
Moiſture. But though it be true that a \Wo- 
man {hould be cold and moiſt for Concepti- 
on, nevertheleſs that may be in ſuch an Ex- 
cels, that the Seed may be choaked; as we 
{ce the Grain is oppreſt with too-much Rain, 
and cannot thrive when it 1s over-cold. 
Which ſhews us that theſe two qual:ties re- 


quire a certain Mediocrity, which if they ex- 
cced, or come ſhort of, Fertility 1s in danger 


\ 


407 


to be loſt. + Hippocrates held that Woman + 1via, 


truttul, whoſe Matrix was temperate in ſuch 


fort as the Heat exceeded not the Cold, nor 


the Moiſture the Dryneſs ; therefore he faid, 
that Women who have a cold Womb, could 
not conceive, no more than thoſe that have a 


very moiſt,, or a very hot, and dry one; 


{o for the ſame reaſon that a Woman and her 


parts of Generation ſhould be Temperate, it 


were impoſſible for her ro conceive, or be a 
Woman : For it the Seed of which ſhe firſt 
was formed, had been Temperate the Gen:- 


tals had iſſued forth, .and ſhe had been a 


DY4 Man 
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The Tryal of Wits, Chap. XVII. 
Man. So would a Beard grow on her Chin, 
and her Courles have {topt, and- ſhe become 
as perfect a Male as Nature could produce. 

Likewie the Womb in a Woman {hould 
not have a predominant Heat; for1t the Seed 
whereot ſhe was formed, had had this Tem- 
perament, {he had been born a Man and not 


a Woman. 


"Tis a thing then abſolutely certain, that 
the two Qualities which render a Woman 
irutiul, are Cold and Moiiture, ina{much as 
the Nature of a Man requires much Nourijh- 
ment for his Production and Conſervation. 
Accordingly we ce that of all the Females of 
Brute-Animals none have their Courſes as 
Women. Therefore it was no lefs than ne- 
ceflary , to make her altogether cold and 
moiſt ; and to ſuch a degree, that ſhe might 


| breedabundance of Flegmatic Blood, and be 


able neither to diſhpate nor con{ume it, I 
ſaid Flegmatic Þiood, becaulte the {ame is pro- 
per tobreed Milk. With which as Hippocra- 
tes and * Galen are of. Opinion the Fatus 
3s nouriſhed all the time it 1s in the Womb ; 
but if the fame ſhould be Temperate, it 


would make much Blood, which would be 


very unkit to breed Milk, and which would 


wholly retolve, as it docs in a Temperate 
Man; and fo nothing be left to nouriſh the 
Faxius, Theretore I hold tor certain, that 1t 
is impcſitble any Woman be either 'Tempe- 
rate or Hot, they are all both cold and —_— 
IT. 
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If this be not fo, let Phyſitians and Philoſo- 


phers tell me, why all Women are Beardlels, 
and yet have their Terms if in Health? Or 
for what cauſe if the Seed of which the 1s 


409 


form?d was Temperate or Hot, {he was + 


born a Female and not a Male? But though 
it be true that all Women are cold and 


moiſt, yet they are not ſo mthe ſame Degree; 
ſome are 1n the Firſt, others in the Second, 
and the reſtin the Third: Andin each degree 


they may conceive, ifthe Man anſwer them in 
the proportion of Heat, which we ſhall here- 


after explain. By what Marks theſe three 


Degrees of Cold and Moiſture in Women 
may be known, and how we may diſcern 
which is in the Firſt, which 1n the Second, 


and which in the Third, no Philoſophy, or. 


Phyſic has yet declar'd. Bur conſidering the 
Eftects theſe Qualities produce in Women, 
we may diſtinguiſh them more or leſs, and 
thus it will be edfy to underſtand the ſame. 
Firſt by the Witand Ability of the Woman. 
Secondly by her Manners and Conditions. 
Thirdly by the Shrillneſs or Harſhneſs of her 
Voice. Inthe fourth place by her being Fat 
or Lean. In the fifth place by her Colour. 
In the ſixth by her Hair. And laſtly by her 
Fairneſs or Foulneſs. 

:\s to the firſt, you are to know, that 
| frough it be true (as we have elſewhere 
Pov'd ) that Woman's Wit and Ability fol- 
lows the Temperament of tie Brain, and no 


other 


4g1o The Tryal of (its. Chap. XVT.. 
other part ; nevertheleſs the Matrix and the 
Teſticles areof that forceand vigor toalter the 
Body, that if they are hot and dry, or cold 
WI o& and moiſt, or any other Temperament 
wo» *v. Ah. whatever, * Galez affirms all the other Parts 


com. * will obſerve the ſame Temper. But the Part 


Hipp. VI. 


© Epid. p- that depends moſt upon the alterations of the 
© © <om" _ Womb, according to the Opinion of all Phy- 
LH 7: ſitians; 1s the Brain, though they diſcover 
ET $7 not the reaſon upon which they ground fo 


+ Lib.i. de Breat a Correſpondence. True it 1s that + 

km. 2: Je proves by experience, that if a Sow be 

Splay'd, ſhe immediately becomes ſweet and 

fat, her Fleſhtender and ſavoury ; But if ſhe 

re be not Splay*d, her Fleſh 1s like that of a 

= 7 Dog. Whence may be known, that the Mz- 

trix and Teſticles are of greatefticacy to com- 

municate their "Temperament to all other 

parts of the Body, eſpecially to the Brain, 

whuch 1s cold and moiſt, as they are z Be- 

tween which becauſe of the Reſemblance,the 

Communication 1s the eaſicr. 

: Now it we agree that Cold and Moiſt are 

2 © the Qualities that impair the Rational Soul, 

"8-18 as their Contraries ( Hot and Dry) render 

4 it more perſect and improve it ; we {hall find 

| _ that a Woman that ſhews much Wit and 

Ability, will be cold and moiſt in the firlt 

Degree ; and if ſhe be very filly ſheis in the 
third Degree; bur if ſhe participates equaily:| 

of the two Extreams, it ſhews ſhe is inthe {e- 


cond Degree: For to imagin that a Woman 
may 
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| may be hot and dry, and not have the Wit 
| and Ability attending theſe two Qualities, is 


1 
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| a groſs Miſtake ; For if the Seed of which ſhe 
| is formed, had been hot and dry in predo- 
| minance, ſhe would have been born a Man 
| and not a Woman; but becauſe the Seed was 
| cold and moiſt , ſhe was born a Woman 
| and not a Man, 


The Truth of this DoQtrin will clearly ap 


| pear if we conſider, the Wit of the fir 

| Woman that hved in the World, for though 
| God made her with his own Hands, and the 

| moſt perfect and accompliſhed of her Sex, 

| yet it 15 concluded for certain, that ſhe was 
| much leſs knowing than Adam. Of which 
the Devil being ſen{ible, ſet himſelf to tempt 


her, not daring to attempt the Man, being 


| apprehenſive of his great Wit and Know- 


ledge ; for to ſay that for her Offence, that 
was taken from Eve what {he wanted in 


firmed, becauſe as yet ſhe had not offended. 


The reaſon then why the firſt Woman had 


not ſo much Wit, 1s, becauſe ſhe was cre?- 
ted by God cold and moiſt, which is the 
neceflary Temperament to be iruittful and to 
bave Children, and that which is oppoſite 
to Knowledge: For it {he had been 'Tempe- 


rate as Adam, ſhe had been very Wiſe, but 


could not have had Children, nor her Terms, 
but by lome preternatural way. Upon this 
Conſtitution of the Woman, St. Pau! ground- 


ed 


qu7 


| Knowledge to equal Adam, cannot be at- 
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ed, when he orders, Let the Womar learn in 
ſilence with all ſubjettion, But T ſuffer not a We. 
man to teach, nor to uſurp Authority over the 
Man, but to be tn Silence, This 1s to be un- 

FF ol derſtood when a Woman has not the Spirit, 

LEE FC or greater Grace than her Natural Diſpoſiti- 

PR EL on. But if it comes to her from Heaven, ſhe 

1,099 RETH may boldly Speak and Teach. For we 

WE £6 know that the 1ſraelzres being oppreſſed and 

7 belieged by the Aſſyrians, Fudith (a very 

—Þ _ wiſe Woman) ſent for the Prieſts of Chabr 

and Charmy, andblamed them in theſe words. 

, How can it be endured that Ozzas ſhould fay 
1t Succour comes not within fivedays, he will 
deliver the People of T/rae! into the Hands of 
the Aſſyrians? See you not that ſuch words 

” provoke God to Anger, and not to Mercy ! 

How dare Men be fo bold to ſet a Term to 
the Goodneſs of God, and to affign according 
to their Fancy, the Day in which he 1s to Suc- 
72M _ cour and Deliver them? And. in the clofe 
bug of her Reproof, ſhe ſhewed them after what 
5: manner they ſhould appeaſe God, and Ob- 

2 48 tain from him what they Deſired. 

7 Debora ( a Woman no leſs wiſe ) taught 
Tg. 394 the I/raelites, how they ſhould give Thanks 
* | to God, for the great Victories gained over 
6-04 their Enemies. But when a Woman ſtays 
4s within the limits of her Natural Diſpoiition, 
3 all fortof Sciences and Letters are repugnant 
"W 4 toher Wit: Therefore the Catholic Church 

4 with great reaſon has forbid any Woman t0 
Preach, 
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Preach, Confeſs, or Teach; maſmuch as 
their Sex admits not Wiſdom or Diſcipline. 
By the Manners of a Woman, and her 

Conditions, we may diſcover in what degrees 

of Cold and Moiſt her Temperament conſults, 

for if with a ſharp Wit, ſhe appears. Touchy, 
Pettiſh, and Difagreeable, *tis a fign ſhe is 

Cold and Moiſt 1n the firſt Degree ; it being MM 
true that we have before proved, that a bad ;p;ns; we | 
Humour is always attended with a good Itmas Her and | 
gination. She that obtains this Degree of 27 **<? 


Temper a- 


cold and moiſt, will let nothing} paſs, finds mer; Galen | 


SS *”") mo? C0) CH 


ww 
- 


Y fault with every thing, and ſo becomes -1n- *#oughe in ne 
l ſupportable. Such are good-Company, and e— _ 
ff are not. {hy to be among Men, nor do they neſs. | 

, account him an 1l}-lover that talks to them of 

- | Gallantries. LTD £08 

9 On the contrary, when a Woman is of. a 

© || good Humour, and takes nothing to Heart, 

o but Laughs at a Feather, lets things paſs as 

c tney come, and ſleeps ſoundly, it ſhews ſhe 

it WF 5 cold and moiſt in the third Degree; inaf- 

'- | Tuchas ancafy Humour is uſually attended 

: With little Wit. She who participates of the 


wo Extreams 1s 10 the ſecond Degree. 
A Voice ſtrong, groſs, and harth, in the 
J Opinion of Galer is a Mark of great Heat and 1b art: 
| Dryneſs; * which we have alfo prov'd be- *Hipp. vi. 
| tore, from the Opinion of Ar:ftorle. From Epid. 
whence we conclude, thatif a Woman has a 
Maſculine Voice, ſhe is cold and moiſt in 
the firlt Degree; and if it be very {hrill, a 
the 


412 The Tryal ofTaits. Chap. XVII. 
ed, when he orders, Let the Woman learn in 
ſilence with all ſubjettion. But I ſuffer not a Wo. 
man to teach, nor to uſurp Authority over the 

FH 0P Man, but to be tn Silexce., This 1s to be un- 
tO Lt derſtood when a Woman has not the Spirit, 
224-5 or greater Grace than her Natural Diſpoſiti- 
be. 0 on. But if it comes to her irom Heaven, ſhe 
"16 204 may boldly Speak and Teach. For we 
*/, 120-"P know that the 1/rae/:tes being oppreſſed and 
We x | belieged by the Aſſyrians, Fudith (a very 
wiſe Woman ) ſent for the Prieſts of Chabry 

0: and Charmy, and blamed them 1n theſe words. 
["P--$ How can it be endured that Ozzas ſhould fay 
Th Tt .1f Succour comes not within five days, he will 
{£258 nl _ deliver the People of 1/rae! into the Hands of 
4. Þ the Aſſprians? See you not that ſuch words 

' provoke God to Anger, and not to Mercy ! 


How dare Men be ſo bold to ſet a Term to 
the Goodneſs of God, and to affign according 
to their Fancy, the Day in which he is to Suc- 
cour and Deliver them? And. in the cloſe 
TT | of her Reproof, ſhe ſhewed them after what 
{0k manner they ſhould appeaſe God, and Ob- 

E5. tain from him what they Deſired. 

var Debora ( a Woman no leſs wiſe ) taught 
the Iſraelites, how they ſhould give Thanks 
to God, for the great Victories gained over 
E 11 their Enemies. But when a Woman ſtays 
| within the limits of her Natural Diſpoſition, 
all fort of Sciences and Letters are repugnant 
toher Wit: Therefore the Catholic Church 
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” 15, " with great reaſon has forbid any Woman t0 | 
p E Preach, 
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Preach, Confeſs, or Teach; maſmuch as 
their Sex adnuts not Wiſdom or Diſcipline. 
By the Manners of a Woman, and her 
| Conditions, wemay diſcover in what degrees 
| & of Cold and Moiſt her Temperament conſiſts, 
| for if with aſharp Wit, ſhe appears Touchy, 
'  Pettiſh, and Difagreeable, *tis a fign ſhe is 
' | Coldand Moiſt 1n the firſt Degree; it being _,. 
' ey ; Thetr :þ 
| true that we have before proved, that a bad ;;,;; we | 
Humour is always attended witha good Ttmas Her and } 
gination. She that obtains this Degree of 77 = | 
cold. and moiſt, will let nothing} paſs, finds ene Galen WR 
| fault with every thing, and ſo becomes -in- *4ougte in- RW Bt 
ſupportable. Such are good: Company, and 779m 8s | 
| are not. {hy to be among Men, nor do they 5. [4.24 
' I account himanill-lover that talks to them of 
Gallantries. TH. il 
K On the contrary, when a Woman is of. a 
| £ood Humour, and takes nothing to Heart, 
JN but Laughs at a Feather, lets things paſs as 
they come, and ſleeps ſoundly, it ſhews ſhe 
5 cold and moiſt in the third Degree; inaf- 
much as an eaſy Humour is uſually attended 
with little Wit. She who participates of the 
wo Extreams 1s 1n the ſecond Degree. 

A Voice {trong, grols, and harth, in the | 
Opinion of Galen is a Mark of great Heat and Lib. art. 
Dryneſs; * which we have alſo prov'd be- * Hipp. vi. 
| tore, from the Opinion of Ariſtorle. From Epid. 
Whence we conclude, that if a Woman has a 
Maſculine Voice, ſhe is cold and moiſt in 
tne firlt Degree; and if it be very ſhrill, in 

the 
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The Trypal of Wits. Chap. XVTI, 
the third Degree; And if ſhe piirtakes of the 
two Extreams, ſhe will have an Efeminate: 
Voice ; and be inthe fecond Degree. How 
much the Voice depends on the Tempera- 


ment of the Tefticles, ſhall hereafter be 


prov'd, where we treat of - the Marks of a 
Man, þ | 
Much Fleſh ao in Women ts an indicati- 


on of much Cold and Moifture ; inaſmuchas 


the Phyfitians hold that *tis from thence that 


- Other Creatures are Fat and | Fleſhy. On 


the contrary to be Lean and Meager, is a 
mark of little Cold and Moiſture; and tobe 
1 moderate plight, not over-tat; nor over- 


lean, is an evident Sion that the Woman 1s 


| ſhethar is Tawny and Swarthy, is cold and 
moilt in the firft Degree, of which two Ex- 
treams ariſes the ſecond Degree; 'and- 15 


cold arid moiſtin the ſecond Degree. The 
hardneſs and ſoftneſs of the Fleſh ſhew alfo 
the Degrees of theſe two Qualities. Great 
Moiſture makes the Fleſh ſoft and ſmooth ; 
and-little, rendersit harſh and hard:;. and the 
Mean, gives the true Temper. TheColour 
of the Face, and of the other parts of rhe Bo- 
dy,- betoken alſo: more or lefs the degrees of 
theſe two Qualities, When aWomanis ve- 
ry White, * Galez ſays it 15 a Sign of much 
Cold and Moiſture; and: on the contrary, 


known by an; Union of White and Red. _ 

_ To havemuch Hair, and: little of aBeard; 

is an evident- Sign- to-ciſrover the: firſts De» 
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Chap. XVII. The Tryal of Wits. 

Degree of Cold and Moitture ; for to know 
whence the Hair and Beard proceed, all the 
Phyfitians affirm them to come from Heat 
and Dryneſs; and if they areBlack, that de- 


notes abundance of Heat and Dryneſs. The 


contrary Temperament 1s betokened, when 
a Woman is very ſmooth, without Down or 
Hair. She that is cold and molt in the ſe- 
cond Degree, has ſome Hair, but the ſame 1s 
Red or Flaxen. -— 

Fairneſs and Foulneſs ſerve 'alfo to'diftm- 
guiſh. the Degrees -of Cold and Moult in a 
Woman. In the firſt Degreet 1s a Marvel 
if a Woman prove fair, for the Seed'/whereof 
ſhe was fornr'd being Dry, hindred' her from 
being fair. The Clay, muſtbe moiſt for the Pot- 


ter to frame wellVeſlels for ufe; for ifit beHard 


and Dry, the Veſſels will be faul and il figu- 
red. Ariſtotle affirms further, that overmuch 
Cold and Moiſt makes Women by Nature foul; 
for if the Seed be Cold and very Wateriſh, 
t takes no good Figure, becauſe it wants 


| confiſtence, as we ſee of Clay over-foft, ugly 


and ill-ſhaped Veflels are fafſtnoned. In the 
ſecond: Degree of Cold and Moiſt the Wo- 
man 1s very fair, becauſe the matter is well 
leaſoned, and plant to Nature; which Sign 
alone 1s a Clear proof of a Woman's Fruitful- 
nels ; 1t being acertainty that' Nature has hit 
well, anddone her Part. TItis then to be re- 
ceived, that ſhe has given her the Tempera- 
ment, and neceffary Compoſition, to have” 

- Chul- 
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The Tryal of Wits, Chap. XVII. 
Children, ſothat {he'l be fit forany Man and 
deſireable to all. 

There» 1s no Faculty in Man that car- 
ries not ſome ſigns or tokens to diſcover the 
Goodneſs or Maligaity of its Object. The 
Stomach 1s led to *ditcern the quality of the 
Food by the Taſt, the Smell, and the Sight ; 
Whereupon the Holy Text ſaid, that Eve 
{aw that the forbidden Fruit was good for 
Food, and that it was pleaſant to the Eye. 
The generative Faculty holds for a Sign of 
fruitfulneſs a Womans Beauty ; and it {he be 
ugly, abhors her; conceiving by this Sign, 
that Nature made a falſe {tep, and gave her 
not a fit Temperament for bearing Children. 


Je EI 


ro EY 
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Article 1. By what Marks the Degrees 
of Heat 'and Dryneſs are to be diſcover- 
ed in each Man. A . 


N\ A AN hath not his Temperament fo li- 
1Vf mitedas Woman: Forhe may be hot 
and dry, .( which Temperament Arzſtotie 
and Galez are of Opinion is that which belt 
agrees with his Sex) as alſo hot and molt, 
and temperate; bur cold and moiſt, and 
cold and dry, will not be admitted, ſo long 
as the Man 1s in Health, and not ſome way 
amiſs, ſo that for the ſame reaſon, as there 1s 


no Woman hot and dry, nor hot and moilt, 
NOT 


Art. I. The Tryal of Wits. 


nor temperate; even ſo, there 1s no Man 


cold and moiſt, nor cold and dry, in com-. 


pariſon of Women, unleſs in a Cale as I {hall 
preſently ſhew. A Man hot and dry, or 
hot and moiſt, or temperate, has as many 
Degrees in his Temperament, as a Woman 
has of Cold and Moift ; infomuch that we 
have need of Tokens to diſcern what Man 
is, in what Degree, to aſſign him a Wite an- 
{werable to him in Proportion. You are to 
know then, that from the Principles from 
which we havecollected the Woman's Tem- 
perament, and her Degrees of Cold and 
Moiſt, the ſame we ſhall make uſe of to 
know which Man is Hot and Dry, and in 


what Degree: And becauſe we ſa:d that from 


he = 

T the Wit and Manners of a Man the Tempe- 
_ rament of the Teſticles may be conjectured, 

we mult take notice of an obſervable Point, 


mentioned by * Galez, namely, to make us* Eb. de 


underſtand the great. Virtue in the Teſticles® 


of Man, to give Solidity and Temperament 


to all the Parts of the Body, he affirms, that 


they are of more Importance than the Heart, 
tor which he renders this Reaſon, that the 
Heart 1s the Principle of Life and no more ; 
but the Genitals are rhe Principles of living 
well, and without Infirmities. 
What damage it is to Man to be deprived 
of thoſe Parts though ſmall, there need not 
many Reaſons to prove, ſeeing we ſee by Ex- 
perience, that forthwith tie ' Hair and the 


E e Beard 
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___ The Tryal of Wits. Art. T. 
Beard fall of, that his groſs and ſtrong Voice 
grows ſhril, and with theſe he loſes his Vi- 
oor and Natural Heat, and remains 1n a far 


worſe and more miſerable Condition, than if 


he had been a Woman. But what 1s moſt 
obſervable is, that if a Man before caſtrating 


had much Wit and Ability, from the time 


he loſes his Teſticles, he loſes 1t all, even as if 
he had recerved in the Brain ſome conſider. 


able Hurt. Whichevidently ſhews, that the 


Genitals both give and take away Tempera- 
ment from all parts of the Body. TIF it be 
otherwiſe, let us conſider, (as I have often 
done ) that of a thouſand Eunuchs that ap- 
ply themſelves to Learning, not one ſucceeds 
in it; andeven in Muſic, which is their ot- 


dinary Profeſſion, we ſee plainly how block- | 


iſh they are, and the reaſon of it is, that Mu- 
fic is a work of the Imagination, which 


power requiresmuch Heat, whereas they are 


cold and moilt. 

Tt 1s certain then, that from the Wit and 
Ability we may conjecture the Temperament 
of the Teſticles. For which cauſe the Man 
that appears towardly 1n the works of the 


Tmagination, will be hot and dry in the third 


Degree. Andifa Man be not very Deep, it 
is aSign that Heat is joyned with muci 
Moiiture ; which ever deſtroys the Rational 


part; and this is the more confirmed, if the | 


Man have a great Memory. 


The 
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ArtT. The Tryal of Wits. 
The ordinary Conditions of Men Hot and 
Dry in the third Degree, are Courage,Pride, 


Liberality, Audacity, Chearfulneſs and Plea- 


 fantneſs : and in what relates to Women they 
obſerve no rule or moderation. The Men 


who are hot and moiſt are Pleaſant, Merry, 
fond of Diverſions, fair Conditioned, Afﬀable, 
Modeſt, and not muchgiven to Women. 


* The Voice and Speech diſcovers much "Hip. lib. WR 
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the Temperament of the Teſticles. That £29. p- 
OR 1. & Arif. 

which is {trong and ſomewhat harſh, ſhews xi. Sea. 

the Man hot and dry 1n the third Degree ; Pro. xl. 


but that which is ſoft, amorous, and very 


delicate, 1s a S12n of little Heat, and much 


Moiſture, as appears in Eunuchs. The Man 
in whom Hear is joyned with Moiſture, will 
have a ſtrong Voice, yet tunable and loud. 

He that is hot and dry in the third De- 
| oree has little Fleſh, and the fame is hard 


and rough, full of Sinews and Arteries, and 
has big Veins; on the contrary, to abound 
with Fleſh, very fotr, and imooth, is an In- 
dication of muck Moitture ; by means where- 
of, the Natural Hear is dilated and extended 
taroughout. 

- The Colour of the Skin hkewiſe i it be 
Brown, Tawny, Olive-coloured, and Dark, 
1s a Mark that the Man is hot and dry 1n the 
third Degree; and it the Fleſh beclear, and 
well-coloured, it1s a. Sign of little Heat and 
more Moiſture. | 
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The Tryal of Wits. Art. I. 
The Hair and Beard are Signs to be regard- 
ed ; for theſe two approach very near to the 
Temperament of the Teſticles. It the Hair 
be much, very black and large, eſpecially 
from the Hanches to the Navel, *tis an in- 
tallible Token that the Genitals partake much 
of Hot and Dry. Which is yet more con- 
firmed it there grow Hair upon the Shoulders. 
But when the Hair, the Beard, and the 
Pown are Cheſnut coloured, ſoft, delicate, 
and thin, *tis a ſign the Teſticles are not ſo 
hot nor dry. } 
Men very hot and dry are rarely very 
Handſom, but rather hard-favoured, and 1! 
ſhaped, becauſe Heat and Dryneſs ( as * 
Ariſtotle fazd of the Ethiophians) wryth the 
proportions of the Face, and ſo they become 
cisfigured. Quite contrary,to be well ſhaped 


_ and comely, {hews a moderate Heat and Hu- 
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midity, which renders the Matter ſupple and 
pliant to what Nature deſigned ; whence it 
5 maniteſt, that great Beauty in a Man 1s no 


Sign of mvch Heat. 


Touching the Signs of a Temperate Man 


we have dijcourſed at large in the foregoing 


Chapter, fo that there 1s no need of Repett- 
£101. 
It ſuffices only to note that as the Phyſitt- 
ans place in each Degree of Heat, three De- 
grees of Intention, 1o alſo in a Temperate 


Man are to be allowed the extent and lati- 


rude of three others. For he that ſtands * 
the 


_ orders two Applications to be made uſe of, 


Art. IT. The Tryal of Wits. 


the third Degree next to cold and moiſt, is 
to be reputed cold and moiſt: For when a 
Degree has exceeded the Mean, it reſembles 


the Degree it approaches, And that this 15 


true, appears clearly in that the S1gns given 
by * Galex to know a Man cold and moilſt, 
are the ſame with thoſe of a Temperate Man, 
only a little more remiſsp ſo he 1s Wiſe, good- 


clear and {weet, is fair and of good Fleſh, 
ſmooth and without Hair, and if he have any, 
the ſame 1s little, and yellow. Suchare rud- 


dy, and of beautiful Faces, but their Seed, as 


Conditioned, and Virtuous, has his Voice 
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med. 


Galer ſays, 1s wateriſh and unht tor Genera- 


tion. Theſe are no great Friends to Womez ; 
nor Women to them. : 
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Article IT. What Women ought to Marry 
with what Men, to have Children. 


O a Woman who bears no Children 


when ſhe is Married * FÞppocrates *v. So: 


to diſcover if the Fault be hers, or her Hus- 


Aph. Ix. 


bands. The firſt is, to fume her with Frank- 


inſence or Storax, her Garments cloſe wrapt, 
and trailing on the Ground, that no Fume or 
Vapour ifſue out, and if after ſome time ſhe 
teels in her Mouth the favour of the TIncence, 
It is a ſure Sign that the Fault lies not at her 


Ee} Door, 


; 7 4 1588 5 
FR - C3 
% #3 7 ES. 
"3 4 ry E © 21 F i 
CY » 2 : WET = + © 3 
J art 7 \IH2A1H 
> 5. 3; 3 
+ - SEE CST, - 
"= - 
TS + 
. c* f 7 be 
, ; g 


OS TON 94> 
pers 
ge WRT - 
cues gee kat 
. + 
: of" 45+ 
XL 


b $275 on » 
gr id Ve Pho eat | : 
3 > 
Y k 
- . 
os \ © 4 2 , 
- , 


BY 1s 
Fi 


A22 


Hipp. 1b. 
de fteri)i- 
bus. 


The Tryal of Tits. Art. IT. 
Door, fince the Fume found the Paſſages of | 
the Wombopen, from which it pierced even 
to the Noſe and Mouth. 

The other is to take a Head of Garlic 
clean pilPd, and put it into the Womb, when 
the Woman goes to Bed, andit the next day 
{he have the icent of the Garlic in her Mouth, 
ſhe is of her felf afſtifedly fruitful, withour 
any Defect. But though thele two Experi- 
ments produce the Effects Hippocrates ſpeaks 
of, ( namely that the Vapour pierces from 
the lower Parts up to the Mouth ) yet the 
{ame concludes not that the Husband 1s abſo- 
lutely impotent, nor the Wife entirely fruit- 
itul, but only an ill Correſpondence between 
both, ſo that in this caſe, ſhe proves as bar- 
ren for him, as he for her. Which we ſee 
by daily Experience, for the ſame Man tak- 
18g another Wife, begets Children ; and 


_ which encreaſes the Wonder in {ſuch as are 


ignorant of this point of natural Philoſophy, 
15, that thele two ſeparating upon pretence 
ot Impotence, and he taking another Wite, 
and ſhe another Husband, they both come 
to have Children; and the reaſon of it is, 
there are ſome Men whoſe Generative facul- 
ty 1s not fit for, nor ative on one Woman, 
yet for an other is potent and prolific. As 
we fee by Experience in the Stomach, that 
a Man has a better Appetite to one Diſh, and 


to another ( though better) it is as dead. 


What 
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7. | Art. IT. The Tryal ofUUits. 423 Wk 
| What Correſpondence there ſhould be be- US|! 


| tween Man and Wie to have Iſſue, * Hip- * Eib.1.d [dt | 
| pocrates notes thus ; Unleſs the hot with the cold, ---p—g al: 
and the dry with the moiſt, anſwer in meaſure 
and equality, nothing will come on it, Forfſuch 800 
2 wonderful Work as 1s the Formation of (881.01 
Man, requires a Temperament, where the =-1-- 366 
Heat exceedsnot the Cold, nor the Moiſt the 
Dry. Therefore if the Man's Seed be hor, 
Te the Woman's ſo hkewile, there will be 
no Iffue. : 
This being ſuppos'd, let us conſider by 
way of Example, a Woman cold and moitt in 
the firſt Degree, of whom we have aflerted 
the Signs to be that ſhe is witty, Ill-humour- 
ed,ſftrong V oiced, ſpare of Fleſh, ſwarthy in 
Completion, Hairy, and Ill-tavoured. She 
will {oon conceive by a Fool, that is good- 
natured, of Voice {weet and well-ſounding, 
very Fleſhy, Fair, and Plump, little Haar, 
well Coloured, and fair Faced. The ſame 
may alſo be Married to a temperate Man, 4 þ 
whoſe Seed we faid, after the Opinion of Þ , a, 1 h 
Galen is moſt fruitful, and anſwerable to lk 
whatever Woman, provided {he be found, 
and of Age convenient. But yet withal; it i 
is very difficult for her to conceive, and if » An 6 
ihe conceives, * Hippocrates lays, that within ,, , .. WY 
ewo Months the will Miſcarry, not having .” Wl 
Blood {umicient to nouriſh her felf and the 
Fetws in her Womb nine Months. Yet this 
may find an caſy Remedy, by often repeating 
Ee 4 the 


_—_—  — 
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the Bath, before ſhe keep company with her 
Husband, and the Bath ought to be of ſweet 


. and hot Water, which the ſame * Fippocrates 


ſays, gives the true Temperament the Wo- 
man ought to have, relaxing and moiſtening 
her Fleſh, which is alſo the diſpoſition the 
Earth ought to have, that the Grain may 
take root and ſpread. It produces yet a 
orcater effect, it encreaſes the Appetite, abates 
the Reſolution, and cauſes a greater quantity 
of natural Heat, by which means abundance 


of flegmatic Blood is bred, wherewith to 


nouriſh the Fzts during the nine Months. 
The Marks of a Woman cold and moiſt 
in the third Degree are theſe; To be Dull, 
Good-natured, to have a very delicate V oice, 
much Fleſh, and the ſame White and Soft, 
to want Hair and Down, and not to be over- 
handfom. Such a one {ſhould Marry with 
a Man hot and dry in the third Degree, be- 
cauſe this Man's Seed 1s of ſuch fury and fer» 
vence, that it ought of neceſſity ta fall into 
a place very cold and moiit, that it may 
hold and take root, like Watercreſles, that 


_ wont grow but in Water. Bur if jt were 


O 


Teſs hot and dry, it would fall into a Womb 


ſo cold and moiſt, with the like effect as 
Wheat {owed ina Lake. _ 

* Hippocrates advites ſuch a Woman to 
leſſen her ſelf, and take down her Fat and 
her _ Fleſh before ſhe Marry ; but then ſhe 
need not take a Husband hot and dry; for 
Cp . 2 © ; ſuch | 


| Art. IT. The Tryal of Wits. 425 
” | ſuch a Temperament would not do, nor can _ 
| {heconceive. en 
s # A Woman cold and moilt in the ſecond 
- | Degree, retains a Mean in all the Marks 
7 | we have mentioned , Beauty excepted , 
> | which ſhe has in exceſs ; which 1s an evident 
" Þ Sign that ſhe will be fruitful, and bear Chil- 
dren, and prove gay and of a good Grace. 
Such a Woman anſwers 1n proportion well 
near toall Men ; firſt to the hot and dry in 
the ſecond Degree ; next to the Temperate, 
and then to thoſe that are hot and moift. _ 
Of all theſe Combinations and Matches of 
Men and Women which we'have noted, 
> EL wice Children may proceed, but more ordi- 
, Wnarily from rhe firit; for put caſe that 
[the Man's Secd incline to cold and moiſt, yer 
- IK the continual Dryneſs of the Mother, and 
| Woiving her little nouriſhment, correQs and. 
- Þ amends the defect of the Father. 
| Becauſe this kind of Philoſophy has not 
| PF jetcome to light, all the natural Philoſophers 
have not been able to an{wer the Problem 
that demands, * Why $2any Fools have got wiſe * Alex. 
Childrex ? To which they Anſwer, That Vis 
thoſe unthinking Fellows apply themſelves bg 
paſhonately to the Venereal Att without en- 
I £aging 1n any other conſideration ; but that 
Wife Men on the contrary, in the very Em- 
braces are muſing upon Matters impertinent 
to the preſent Point. Whereby they enfee- 
le thezr Seed, and beget defective Children, 
| ED 
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The Trxyal of Tits. Art. III, 
as well in what reſpetts the rational Powers, 
asin thoſe thatare purely Natural. But this 
Anſwer proceeds from People little skilld in 
natural Philoſophy. In the other Unions 
care {hould be taken, that the Woman lofe 
her Fat, and grow ſparer by a ripe Age, and 
Marry not too young; for thence arife half 
Witted and Foohſh Children : The Seed 
of young Parents 1s very moiſt, for it 1s but 
a while tince they were Born, and if a Man 
be formed of Matter moiſt in Exceſs he will 
of courſe be a Blockhead. 


——_—— 
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Article III. What Confaderations to be uſed 
\ ifo get Boys and not Girls. —T 


”T*? HE Parents that are 1n queſt of the Joy 

of Wiſe Children, and towardly tor 
Learning, ſhould endeavour to have Boys ; 
for Girls in reſpect of the Coldneſs and Mor 
{ture of their Sex, can never arrive at a pro- 
found Judgment ; Only we fee they ſpeak 
with aſ{how of Ability in ſlight and eaſy 
Matters, with ordinary 'Terms, though {tu- 
died : But being {ct to Learning they learn 
no farther than a little Latin ; and that bc- 
cauſe 1t 1s a work of the Memory : Which 
{ncapacity 15 not tobe charged onthem, but 
on the Cold and Moilt that made them Wo-. 


men, being the Qualities (as we havealrea- 


Ability. 


Art. TIT. The Tryal of Wits. 


dy proved ) abſolutely contrary to Wit and 


Solomon in Conſideration of the great Scar- 
city of wiſe Men, and that there was not fo 


much as one Woman furniſhed with Wit 


and Knowledge, ſpeaks thus': Oe Max ſays 
he among a Thouſand have T found, but a Wo- 
man among all thoſe, have I not found, 'There- 


fore we are to ſhun them, and apply our 


Endeavours to get Males, ſince in theſe 
alone appears a Wit capable of Learning. 
In which weare firit of all to conſider what 


Inſtruments are ordained by Nature in Man's 


Body, to this End, and what Order of Cau- 


 fes 15 to be obſerv'd to attain the End we 


propoſe. 

You are to know then that amongſt many 
Excrements and Humours that are in a 
Man's Body, Galen ſays, that Nature makes 
uſe but ofOne, to prevent the Species of Men 
being loſt, Which 1s a certain Excrement 
called Serum, or Serous Blood, generated in 
the Liver and Veins, at the Inſtant the four 
Humours, Blood, Flegm, Choler, and Me- 
lancholy, receive what Form and Subſtance 
they ought to have. | 


* Of ſuch a Juice as this, Nature makes « 7;;, x... 


uſe for a Vehicle of Foog, and to tran{mit cremenr 
Hippocra- 


it thro? the Veins and narrow Paſſages, to 


carry Nouriſhment to all Parts of the Body ; :4- vezi:!; 
which Work being done, the fame Nature Y 4*-:-. 


tas given to us two Reins, which have no 


other 


". Acids that ſpring from a Salt, which irritates 


"tet 


* ab - 6 T; Bt x 


7 are termed in Latin, Salaces, as much as to 


es © # 7 1 
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other Office than to attrat to themſelves 
this Serous Humour, and make it deſcend 
thro* their Paſſages down into the Bladder, 
and thence out of the Body, and this to free 
Man from the Anoyance that Excrements 
8 give him. But in Conſideration of certain 
Hh Qualities he has convenient for Generation, 
| ſhehas provided us with two Veins, to car- 

ry part to the Teſticles and Spermatic Vel- 

ſels, with a little Blood, whence 

S 9: has mot planted it ſhe frames the Seed , {uch as is 


but in the Vena Cava : l 
joined to the Right Rein, CONVEnient for our Species; ac- 


that the Serum might be cordingly ſhe has planted "One 
wotter and properer to be= Vein on the Right Rein ſide, 


EG Boy. a : : 
which terminates in the Rim of 

the right Teſticle ; and of that fame, the 

right Spermatic Veſlel is framed. The other 

Vein ifſues out of the left Rein, and termi- 

nates inthe left Teſticle, and of that 1s fram- 

cd the left Spermatic Vein. What Qualities 

this Excrement has to make convenient Mat- 

ter for generating of Seed, the ſame Galen 

has noted, that they are certain Acrids and 


the Spermatic Veſſels, and ſtrongly moves 
the Animal without delay to the Work of 
Generation ; and therefore laſcivious Men 


ſay , Men that have much Salt in their Seed, 
Beſides this, Nature has done another thing 
worthy of Conſideration, namely ; that tothe 


right Vein and Teſticle ſhe has given much 
| FS one CES 9” > ane 
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Heat and Dryneſs, and to the left Rein and 
Teſticle much Cold and Moiſture ; ſo that 
the Seed prepared by the right Teſtick, is 
very hot and dry ; and that by the left, cold 
and mot. 
What Nature pretends to1n this Diverſity 
of Temperaments, as well in the Reins, as 
Teſticles and Spermatic Veſlels, is very clear, 
ſince we are informed by very credible Ht- 
ſtories, that at the beginning of the World, 
and many Years after, the Women were 
brought to Bed of two Children at a Birth, 
one a Boy, and the other a Gu], to the end 
that each Man might have a Wite, and each 
Woman a Husband, for the ſpeedier En- 
creaſe of Mankind. For this Reaſon then 
has Nature provided, that the right Rein 
ſhould furniſh matter hot and dry to the 
right Teſticle, and that the fame with its 7 7 bye 
great Heat and Dryneſs might produce hot OE -ed 
and dry Seed for the generating a Male. p, - 2» 
And the contrary {he has ordered for the For- ih Wb f 
mation of the Female, that the left Rein »:24:, « | 
ſhould ſend forth cold and moiſt Seed, to © 
the left Teſticle, that the fame with its Ou 
Coldneſs and Moiſture might make cold and 
moilt Seed, from which a Girl would necei- : 
flarily be got, and not a Boy. 
But iker the World was once well Peo- 
pled, it ſeems asif- Nature had broke ofthis 
Order , of this double Child-bearing; and 
rt | What is worſe, for one Boy there are no lets 
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Blood likewiſe hot. and dry, becauſe 'ts 
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The Tryal of Wits. Art. TIT, 
than ſix orſeven Girls ordinarily Born ; from 
which it may be underitood, either that Na- 
ture is tired out, or that ſome Errour hin- 
ders her from aCQting as {he would. What 
the ſame is, we may hereafter declare, when 
we lay down the Conditions to be obſerved, 
that a Boy without failing may begot. 

I fay then that Fathers 1n order to attain 
this End, muſt carefully obſerve fix Things. 
The fir{t is to eat Meats hot and dry. "the 
ſecond to procure good Digeſtion in the Sto- 
mach. The third to uſe much Exercile, 
The fourth not to apply to the Act of Ve- 
nery till the Seed be well ripened and fſea- 
ſoned. Thefifth ro Company with the Wite 
four or five Days: before her Menſes. "The 
ſixth to procure that the Seed may fall on 
the right {ide of the Womb. Which Points 
being obſerved as we have directed, *tis im- 
poſſible to get a Girl. : 

For the Firſt Condition you are to know, 


_ that tho? a good Stomach digeits and alters 
_ the Meat, diveſting it ofthe Qualities it had 


betore, yet it does not entirely deſtroy them. 
For if we eat Lettuce, ( whoſe Nature 15 
cold and moiſt ) the Blood it produces will 
be cold and moiſt, and the Serum cold and | 
moiit, and the Seed alſo cold and moilt ; 
and if we eat Honey, ( which is hot and 
dry) the Blood it breeds will be hot and 
dry, the Serum hot and dry, and the 


"mm 
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impoſſible as * Galen ſays, that the Humours* Lib. de 
ſhould not partake of the Subſtance and ©& 9s. 
Qualities which the Food had betore it was | 
caten. If it be true then that the producing 

of Males depends on the Seed's being hot 

and dry , in the time of the Formation, it is 

certain that Fathers ought to eat Meats hot 

and dry to get a Boy. However it muſt be 
conteſsd, that there is a very dangerous 

thing in this Procedure, and it 1s from the 

Seed*s being very Hot and Dry, as we have 

often already faid, of Courſe there will pro- 

ceed a malicious, crafty, deceitful Man, and 
inclined to all kind of Vices and Ills. And 
ſuch Men as theſe uf they are not-curbed, 
are very dangerous to the State ; therefore 
it were better that they ſhould not be Born. 
But for all this there will not be wanting 
ſome that will fay with the Proverb, Vaſcs 
me hijo varon y ſea Ladron, Let me have a 


Boy, and ſet him be a Thief: becauſe, Eccleſ. 


C. 20. The Iniquity of a May ts more allowable 
than the well-doing of a Woman, Tho? this 
may be eaſily remedied by the ule of temper- 
2te Meats, and which partake a little of Hot 
and Dry, or by the Preparation, as adding 
Spice thereto. _. 
Such Meats ſays + Galez are Pullets, Par= t Lit. ge 


tridove, Turtles, Woodcocks, Pidgeons , ©ibi> boni | 


&. 9 : . * & mall 
Threſhes, Blackbirds, and Kid, which in 50% 


the Opinion of || Hppocrates ſhould be cat | Lib, ds 
rolted , to heat and dry up the Sed. [lub. 


digera 
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The Tryal of Wits. Art, III 
TheBread they eat ſhould be White,of the 
fineſt Flower, kneeded with Saltand Aniſeeds, 
becauſe the Brown 1s cold and moiſt, (as we 
{hall prove hereafter ) and very prejudicial to 
Wit.Let their Drink be Whitewine mixt with 
Water, in ſuch quantity as the Stomach can 
bear ; and the Water that is mixt ſhould be 
freſh and pure. : 
The ſecond Care we have propoſed-to be 
obſerved is, to eat theſe Meats in a mode- 
rate quantity, that the Stomach may digeſt 
them ; for tho? by Nature they are hot and 


ever the natural Heat cannot digeſt them ; 
therefore tho? Fathers do eat Honey, and 
drink White-wine,they*l make their Seed cold 
by theſe Meats,and ſo get Girls, and not Boys. 
_ ?Tis for this Reaſon the greateſt part of 
the Nobility and Geatry, undergo this mi{- 
fortune and diſcontent, to have more Girls 
than poor People; becauſe they Eat and 
Drink more than their Stomach can bear or 
digelt ; and tho? their Meats be hot and dry, 
Sauced with Sugar, Spice, and Honey , 
through being catenon too great a quantity, 
they become crude, and not to be digeſted. 
But the Crudity more prejudicial to Genera- 
tion, 1s that of Wine; becauſe this Liquor, 
beins ſo vaporous and fumous, cauſes the 


other Aliments with it ſelf, to paſs wholly 


undigeſted to the Spertnatic Veſſels, and fo 


the Seed falſely provokes a' Man, ere yet it 


be. 


dry, yet they become cold and moiſt, when- 
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| which it was provided that the New-Mar- 
ried-Couple ſhould drink no Wine on the 


ing that this Liquor much incommoded the 
Child's Health, and that it was Cauſe ſuih- 
cient to make it Vitious, and of ul Inclinati- 
tions ; but if the ſame be moderately taken, 
there 15 no Suſtenance affords ſo good Seed, 
(to the end we propos'd) as Whute-wane ; 
| eſpecially to give Wit and Ability, which 
is that to which we moſt pretend. 
The third Caution we prefcribed, was to 
uſe more than moderate Exerciſe, for this 


- | © which a Man 1s rendered prolihc, and 


1c | Tore able tor Generation ; and on the con-- 


trary togive our ſelves to Eaſe, and not to 
Exerciſe of the Body , 1s one of the ways 
moſt to cool and moiſten the Seed. There- 


'> | fore the Rich and Riotous abound in Girls 


| more than the Poor, that work hard. To 
\ | fs purpoſe + Fippocrazes recounts, that the 
Principal among the Scythians were very loft 
and effeminate, and addicted to Women's 


p Works, to Sweep, to Scower, and to Bake, 
and by this means were impotent in Gene- 
! £| {ation ; and if they ever begot a Male Child, 
- | * proved an Euauch, or Hermapirodite ; at 


Fi 


+0 1 ol ot 0 4 ha] 


| be digeſted and ſeaſoned. Which made 
* Plato commend fo highly a Law he ob- *IL. dele- 
ſerved in the Commonwealth of Carthage, by 8% 


Day they deſigned to lie together ; import- 


waits and conſumes the ſuperfluous Moiſture 
f of the Seed, and heats and dries the ſame; 


whick 
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which being aſhamed, and diſguſted, they 
reſolved to offer Sacrifices and Gifts to their 
God , with Prayers not to treat them ſo, or 
to afford them a Remedy for this DeteQ, 


M181)  Gnce it lay in his Power. Hippocrates jeered 
2: wp them, ſaying, that no Effect befalls us but 
Ht: 2 what is Wonderful and Divine, if it be 
4 336 rightly conſidered ; for reſolving them all in- 
Wl iN: to their Natural Cauſes, the laſt terminates 
WH 76 in God, by whoſe Power all worldly Agents 
RT 27 | operate ; but that there are {ome Effects that 


refer immediately to God, ( as thoſe out of 
the Order of Nature) and others, that me- 
dately refer to him,runmng through all the 

RTRS intermediate Cauſes leading to the End. 

+57 2 The Country inhabited by the Scythrans 
mr Is. o js as * Hypporaates {aid, Northerly, extraor- 
_ dinarily Cold and Moiſt, where through the 
abundance of Clouds , the Sun is rarely ſeen. 
Rich Men tit there always on Horſe-back, 
never cxcrciting ; cating and drinking more 
than their Natural Heat 1s able to digelt ; all 


a. which occaſions theSced to be cold and moiſt. 
41.5. 2a For which caule they get abundance of Girls, 
3 _ and ut they happen to have a Boy, ?tis ſuch 
Ons 3 a one, as we have deſcribed. — 

x Know, {aid Hyppocrates to them, that the. 


KRemedy tor this 15 not to offer Sacrifices to 
5 E- ____ God, and no more, but te walk on Foot, 
Eat little, and Drink lefs, and not fit always 
at your Eaſe; and the better to diſcern this, 
Cait YOUr Jzyes on the Poor of your ty 
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and on your Slaves, who not only make no 
Sacrifices, nor offer Gifts to God, ( not hav- 


ing wherewith) but even Blaſpheme his 
Bleſſed Name, and {peak injuriouſly of him, 
for placing them in ſo mean a State ; and 
yet tho' 1o Lewd and Blaſphemous, are ne- 
vertheleſs moſt potent in Generation, and 


the greateſt part of their Children, Males, 


and {turdy ones, not effeminate Eunuchs, or 
Hermaphrodites hke yours. 'I he Reaſon of 
which 1s, they Eat little, Exerciſe much , 

troll not. always on Horſe-back as you 


do ; for which Reaſon they make their Seed 


hot and dry, and ſo they get Boys, and 
not Girls, 

This Point of Philoſophy, neither Pharaoh 
nor his Council underitood , when they | 
ipoke after this Manner ; * C a09e OM 8 ap deat 
wiſely with them, leſs they Multiply, and it 


come to paſs chat when ther e falleth out any 


"EX s GK I - 


War, they 101n alſo unto our Enemies, For 


the Method he took to 746. the [/raelites 


Multiplying, or at lealt that they ſhould not 


have {o many Males, ( which was whar they 
tcared moit ) was to opprels them wh Bo- 
daily Labours, and give thera nothing to eat 
but Leaks, Garlic, "and Onyons ; which had 
the contrary Bf, tor as the ſacred 'Text 
declares, + The more they ajflifted them, ile 
2w07e they Multiplied ana Ow, Yet he mak- 


Ng account that there was no better way 


an this to tollow, doubled their 'Tasks 
Ei 2 204 
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*V S*t.* 4r//totle asks in one of his Problems 


4.36 The Teyal of Wits. Art. 11, 
and their Burdens ; but to.no more purpoſe, 
than if to quench a great Fire he had caſt in 
ſtore of Oyl and Butter. - L 

But had he, or any of his Council, under. 
2u/ſe * ſtood Natural Philoſophy, they would haye 
£"/4"-. ordered them Barly-bread, Lettuce, Melons, 
cen; the Pompions and Cucumbers, and permitted 
_— UW; them to live at Eaſe, giving them their fill of 
VI. Epi. Meat and Drink, without forcing them to 
2-5. com. Work, For by theſe means they would 
XX have had moift and cold Seed , Whence 

would have proceeded more Girls than Boys; 
and in a little time their Lives have been 
ſhortened, if they had deſired it. 
Inſtead of which, ingiving them boyl'd 
Fleſh to eat, with abundance of Garlic, Leeks, 
_ and Onyons, and obliging them to Labour 
hard, as they did; it produced hot and dry 
Seed, by which: Qualities they were more 
incited to Generation, and got always Male 
Children. In Confirmation of this Truth, 
,Mihence | 
it comes that thoſe who Labour hard, or thoſe 
that. are Heftic, commit nofturnal Pollutions? 
1o which in earneſt he knew not what to 
lay ; tor tho? he alledges many Reaſons, yet 
- none of them reach the Mark. The right 
Reaſon 1s, that Bodily Labour, and the He- 
ctic Fever , heat and dry the Seed ; and 
theſe two Qualities, render it ſharp and 
pricking, and becauſe all the Natural Powers 
are tortifed in Sleep, this happens, WhiG! 
; Me 
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Art. TIT. The Tryal of Wits. 
tie Problem ſpeaks of How fruitful and 
pricking hot and dry Seed is, Galez notes 11 
theſe Words, * It « the moſt fruitful, and 
briskly excites the Animal from the beginning , 
per to cottion ; it is Laſciviow, and prone to 
Luſt. LE 

The fourth Condition, 1s not to engage 
mn the A& of Generation, till the Seed be 
ſetled, digeſted, and well ſeaſoned ; tor tho? 
the three preceeding Cautions be duly ob- 
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ſerved, we cannot know thereby, if it have 


acquired all the Perfection 1t ought to have. 
Eſpecially it is convenient to uſe this Cauti- 
on for ſeven or eight Days before the Meats 


we have preſcribed, to give time to the 


Teſticles to convert into their Nouriſhment 
the Seed, which atthat time was made from 


the other Aliments, and that this which we. 


are deſcribing may Succeed. 

The ſame Care is to be taken to render 
human Seed fruitful and prolific as Gardiners 
takT with the Seed they would preſerve; 
they wait till they ripen, cleanſe and dry ; 
tor if they gather them before the proper 


Seaſon, and = of Maturity, tho” they lie 


inthe Ground a whole Year, they will not 
orow at all, For this reaſon T have obſerv- 
ed, that in places where Venus is much uſed, 
tewer Children are got than where thereis 
more Continence. And light Women prove 
rarely with Child ; becaule they itay not till 


their Seed bedigeſted and ripe. 
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The Tryal of Wits. Art. II, 


It 1s convenient then to wait ſome Days 
that the Seed may ſettle, concoct, and ripen, 
and be duly ſeaſoned: For by this means it 
will duly gain Heat and Dryneſs and the 
g00d Subſtance it has loſt. But how ſhall 


we know the Secd to be ſuch as it ought to 


be, {fince the Matter is of ſo great Impor- 
tance ! This may be eaſily known, if there 
be an Interval of a tew Days from the Man's 

enying to Company with his Wite, by the 
continual irritation, and great D2fire he will 
have. All which ariſes from the Seed's be- 
ing truittul and prolific. 

The fifth Condirion we have direQed, 
was, that the Man ſhould engage with Is 
Wie tix or {even Days before her Courles, | 
becauſe a Boy has ſoon occaſion for much | 
Aliment to Nouriſh him. And rhe Reaſon 
of it 1s, that the Heat and Dryneſs of his 
1emperamenrt ſpends and conſumes not 0n- 
ly the good Blood of his Mother, bug her 
very Excrements. Wherefore * {Z-ppocrates 


aid, that the Wornan that conceives a Boy 


Arora this, that the Child through Tus great 


ipends for his Nouriſhment, all the 


1 
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| > 3M : 
PUc the ſFould be ſupplied with Blood for 
Bis 4utirifiunent, And this Experience clear- 
ly pioves, ior feldom is aBoy begot but to- 
vwerds tis laf Days os rhe Month: It ares 

Es quite 
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quite contrary when ſhe conceives a Girl, for 
through the great coldneſs and moiſture of 
her Sex, ſhe Eats little, and makes abun- 
dance of Excrements. Accordingly a Wo- 
man with Child of a Girl looks Yellow and 
Green, and Jong's for a 'Thoutand naſty 
Things, and 1n her lying in muſt have longer 
time to cleanſe than if ſhe brought torth a 
Boy.On which Natural Reaſon God ground - ne 
ed, when he ordered * Moyſes, that the Wo-»,,... . 
man that brought forth a Male, x. oe 
being unclean ſeven Days, ſhould ” ph OO 
10t come 1nto the Sanctuary till Byy : with a Girl ut rakes ti Rr 
after thirty three Days ; but if for'y 70 Daies; wich Wh 
ſhe bear a Maid-Child, the ſhould _ Fat Tons fore Fig 
be Unclean ' two Weeks; and = 7 
ſhould not 'come into the Sanctuary till ſhe 4.8 þ 
had accompliln'd threeſcore and fix Days. 
So that the time ot her Purthcation was. 
doubled tor the Birth of a Female, and the 
cauſe of it 1s, that during her Nine Months 
ihy in her Mothers Womb, through the 
much cold and moilt of her Temperament, 
ihe doubled the Excrements of a Boy, be- 
{ides that the ſame were of a much worſe 
Subſtance and Quality. Whereupon #Hppo- 
crates obſerved, that *tis extream Dangerous 
to ſtop the Purgation of a Woman delivered 
of a Girl. — | 

All this 1s ſpoke to the Purpoſe, that it 
15 convenient to ſtay to the end of the Month, 
to the end the Seed may be ſupplied with 

| FP f 4 Nour 1{h- 
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449 The Ttyal of Wits. Art. IIT. 
00”  medately after the Purgation 1s over, that 


'Sced will not take, thro? defect of Blood. 

But I muſt adviſe Parents, that if their Seed 

1, *Lib.1.de meet not together, * Gale, ſaid 1t would 

» 1 fmine. © come to nothing ; tho' the Man's Seed wers 

" ” never ſo apt for Piocreation. The Reaſon 

of this we will give hereafter on another 

Subject. Tt is alike certain, that all we have 

offered muſt alſo be obſerved by the Wo- 

| man, elſe her Seed- being ill tempered, 1m- 

4  - pedes Generation. Therefore 1t 1s convent- 

ey ent that they ſhould both wait, that both 

' their Seeds may meet and mingle. Whuch 

is of great importance for*the firſt Effort ; 

becaule the right Teſticle, and 1t's Sperma- 

* Lib. 4eric Veſlel, in the Opinion of + Galez 15, 

fem. © Y-that which firſt provokes, and emits it's | 

Seed ſooner than the Left; and if the Gene- 

: Tation be not the fir{t Time, 1t is odds the 

iecond may give a Girl and not a Boy. | 

Thele two Seeds are known: Firſt by the 

Heat and Cold ; Secondly by the great or 

little Quantity ; 'Thuirdly in this, that one 11- 

jues reader than to'ther. The Seed of the 

right Teſticle paſſes very tickling, and is ſo 

Hot that 1t burns the Woman's Matrix, 1s 

not much in Quantity, and paſſes 1n haſt. 

0:3 the contrary the Seed of the left Teſticle 

;$ more temperate, in greater Quantity, and 
0nger In Iffuing, being Cold and Thick. 


43 
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Art. TII, The Tryal of Wits. 

The laſt Condition, was. to procure that 
the Seed of both ſhould fall onthe right ſide 
of the Matrix, becauſe in that. place ſays. 
* Hippocrates, the Males are form'd, as the *' 
Females on the left.. Galezaſſigns the Reaſon * 
hereof, ſaying, that the right ſide of the Ma- 
trix 1s very hot, becauſe of 1ts neighbourhood 
to the Liver, Reigns and ſpermatic Veſſels, 
that are on the right ſide, which parts we have 
affirmed, and prov'd to be very hot. And 
ſince all the reaſon to order that a Boy may 
be begot, conſiſts in this, that it have a great 
deal of heat in the time of its conception, it 
iscertain, it much imports, that the Seed tall 
'* in this place. Which the Woman can eafi- 

ly do, lying upon her right ſide, (after her 
Husbands embraces) with her Head low, 
and her Feet raiſed. But ſhe muſt keep her 
Bed a day or two, becauſe the Matrix em- 
braces not the Seed, but after ſome time. 
The Signs of knowing whether a Woman 
be with Child or no, are clear and manifeſt 
to all; for if when ſhe ſtands up, rhe Seed 
fall preſently down, Galen fays ſhe has not 
conceived. Therefore ir this there is one 
thing to be conſidered, that all the Seed 15 
not truitful and prolific; for part thereof 1s 
wateriſh, whoſe office is to dilute the prin- 
cipal Seed, that it may pierce the narrow Pal- 
lages: And this is that which Nature emits, 
and it remains after conception with the pro- 
bfic paxt. It is known whea it is like Water, 

| ANC 
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The Ttryal of wits. AHL 


and in little quantity. To ftand upon her 
Legs (immedaately after Coupling ) is very 
dangerous. And therefore A4r:/torle adviſes 
that ſhe beforehand evacuate her Excrements 
and Urine; that ſhe may have no need: to. 
Rile.| - 

The ſecond Mark to diſcover it a Woman 
be with Child, 1s, it the day after ſhe feels 
ner Belly empty, and eſpecially about the 

| Navel. And the Reaſon of it, is, that when 

4 Boy i a- the Matrix will conceive, it ſtretches and ex- 


ox 79:71) tends extremely ; - becauſe in a manner it is 
&1yſy and a 


 Gi-1 fourry Apt to ſwelland ſtiftenupon this Occaſion,after 


zwo days « the fame taſhionas a Mans Yard, and ftretch- 


Jeng. ing out after this manner 1t takes up more 


* Hippocr. rOOM; but at the 1nitant1t concerves, * Hip- 


 v- 2pt-V. pocrates fays, that it cloſes, and draws into 


the form of a little Eggs, to draw the Seed to 
it, and Ict nothing out ; by which means 1t 
. Jeaves a great Vacuity: Which the Women 
_ explain, ſaying, thatthey haveno ſlack Guts 
leir, ſoon after they grow - big. Beſides 
which they forthwith nauſeate their Hus- 
bands Carefſes, the Womb having what 1t 


2 +v.Aph, wanted. But the moſt certain Sign as + £1 


It pocrates ſays, is, when the Menſes ceafc 
their Breits ſwell, and they loath their 
Meat. | 


Article 


Art. TV. The Tryal of Wits. 


Article IV. What is to be obſerved that 
the Children may prove Witty and Wife. 


F the Reaſon and Cauſe be not known 
beforehand, whence 1t proceeds, that a 
Man of great Wit and Capacity is begotten; 
it 15 impoſſible to reduce the ſame to an Art; 
ſince we attain the End by no other Means 
but by connecting and ordering the Princi- 
ples and Cauſes. "The Aſtrologers hold, that 
the Child being born under ach an Influ- 
ence of the Stars will be Wiſe, Witty, Well 
_ or Il-condition'd, happy or unhappy, with 
a thouſand other qualities, and properties, 
which we ſee and obſerve every day among 
Men. But if this were true, we could not 
here preſcribe any Rules; for all would de- 
pend upon Chance, and not be in our 
Choice. 

The natural Philoſophers ( as Hippocrates, 
Plato, Ariſtotle and Galen ) were of Opinon, 
that a Man receives the conditions of his Soul 
at the time of his Formation, and not of his 
Birth : The Stars only cauſing a ſuperficial 
Alteration 1n the Babe, communicating to 
to him Hear, Cold, Moiſture, Drynefs, 

and not his Subſtance whereon his Life de- 
pends; as do the four Elements, ( Fire, 
Earth, Air, Water, ) whichnot only add to 
on Compoſition, heat, cold, moiſture, dry- 

" . ne 
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neſs,but alſo a ſubſtance that unites and pre- 
ſerves theſe Qualities during the courſe of 
Life. So that what 1sof greateſt Importance 
in begetting Children, is to endeavour that 


the Elements from which they are formed, 


{ſhould have the Qualities requiſite to Wir ; 
becauſe that in the fame Weight and Mea- 
ſure the Elements enter into the Compoſition, 
in the ſame they remain for ever in the Mix- 
ture; which is not fo in the Mutations ant. 
Influences of Heaven. 

What theſe Elements are, and after what 
manner they enter the Woman's Womb to 
form the Child? * Galez tells, when he teaches 
us, that they are the ſame which compound 
all other natural things, but that the Earth 


15 concealed in the ſolid Meats weEat, (fuch 


as Bread, Fleſh, Fiſh; and Fruits,) the Water 
under the Liquors we Drink, and for the Air 


and Fire he lays, that they are mingled by 


order of Nature, and entar into the Body b 
way of the Pulſe and Reſpiratien. Of theſe 
four Elements, (mingled and digeſted by our 


Natural Heat) are made the two neceſſary 


Principles, of the Infants Generation, which 
are the Seed and the Menſitruous Blood. | 
But that whereof we make the: greateſt 
Account ( for the Mark we aim at) are the 
folid Meats that are Earen : For they include 
within themfelves all the four Elements, 
and from them the Seed draws more Corpu- 
ence and Quality, than. from-the Water 
T- which 


| Properties of Aliments, for there they ſhould 


1s of as great Importance, asall the other Ele- 
ments together. The reaſon of it is, as the 


Art. IV. The Tryal of Wits. 445 
which we-drink, or the Fire and Air which 


we breath. Wherefore || Galen ſays, that the {Lib. quad BY 
Parents who would beget wiſe Children "= wt 
ſhould read the three Books he writ, Of the 


find the Meats by which they ſhould effect 
the ſame. He makes no mention at all of 
Water nor of the other Elements, as mat- 
ters of {mall Conſequence. But he had no 
Reaſon for this; for Water alters the Body 
much more than the Air and no lefs than the 
ſolid Meats weule; and as to what regards 
the Generation of the Seed, the Water alone 


fame * Galen ſays, that the Teſticles draw 0D: 1. depnile | 
. . . EM. C XVI}: F 
from the Veins tor their Nouriſhment, the WF 
ſerous portion of Blood, and the greateſt 
part of this {ſerous Humour which the Veins 
receive is from the Water we Drink. 
And that the Water cauſes a greater Alte- 
ration in the Body than the Air, * Ariſtotle *i Sec. 0 R 
proves, where hedemands: Why the change 2 *** $11} k 
of Water makes {ſo great a Change in- our 
Health, and if we breath a contrary Air. we 
are not ſenſible of it? To which he Anſwers, 
That Water gives Nouriſhment to our Bo- 
dies, but Air not. But he had norea{on to 
Anſwer after this manner, for the Air ( ac- 
cording to the opinion of Hippocrates ) yields 
Nouriſhment and Subſtance as well asW ater. 
And therefore Ari//otle deviſed a better An- 
= twer, 
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{wer, when he ſaid, That no Place or Coun- 


_ try has its peculiar Air, for that which is 


now 1n Flazaers ( upon a NorthWind riling 

will travel in two or three days to Africa, 
and that which is there, ( 1t the South Wind 
blows) will veer about to the North, and 
that which is to day in Jeruſalem, will be 
carried by an Eafterly Wind even to the We? 
Tadies. Which fares not {o in Waters, tor 
they {pring not all out of the ſame Earth, 
and {oeach People have their particular Was 
ter,agrecable tothe Mineral whence it ſprings, 
and through which it paſſes. And a Man us'd 


to one ſort of Water, drinking another 1s al- 


tered more than by new Meats or Air. So 
that Fathers who defire to get very wile 
Children, ſhould drink delicate, {weet and 
well temper'd Waters, clie they will loſe 


her Am. | 


' xiv. Sect. 
Tob. v. 


'vi. Set. 


'F O.XEX111. 


+ Ariſtotle adviles us, at the time of Gene- 
ration to beware of the South Wind, becauſe . 
it is groſs, and moiitens the Seed, and caules 
a Girl to be got and not a Boy. And as to 


the Welt he can never praiſe it enough, nor 


give it Names and Epithets ſufficiently Ho- 


norable. He terms it "Temperate, Fatner of 


the Earth, coming trom the E!yſran Fields, 
But though truly it imports much to breath 
very delicate Air, and that of good 'lempe- 
rament, and to drink {ſuch Waters ; never- 
theleſs it 1s yet more neceſlary for our delign 
to cat delicate Meats, and ot the Iempera- 

ment 
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ment requiſite for Wit, for of theſe Meats 1s 

made the Blood, and of the Blood the Seed, 

and of the Seed the Child. And it the Meat 

be delicate and of good Temperament, ſuch 

alſois the Blood, and of ſuch Blood ſuch Seed, 

and of ſuch Seed ſuch Brains. And it they 

be Temperate, and compos'd of a delicate 

and ſubtil Subſtance, + Galen ſays, that the + 1b art, 
Wit will be the ſame ; becauſe the Rational med. cxii. 
Soul, though it be incorruptible ever ſympa- 

thizes with the Diſpoſitions of the Brain, 

which not being ſuch as are requiſite for Rea- 

{on and Diſcourſe, it ſays and does a thou- 
Impertinences. 'The Meats then Fathers are 

to eat to beget Boys of good Underſtanding, 

( which 1s the Sirens of Wit moſt ordina- 

ry 1n Spain) are firſt, white Bread made of 
Wheat-Flower, and ſeaſoned with Salt ; this 

is cold and dry, and of Parts very fubtil and _ 
delicate. Another ſort is made ſays + Galey | v.1 
of red, or ſmall Wheat, which indeed nou- cf. 
riſhes much, making Men big-hmb*d and of 

Treat bodily Force, but notwithitanding is whatever 
| moiſt and of very groſs Parts, and deſtroys 520ihte 
the Underſtanding. I faid ſeaforcd with Salt, 7,154 


> #p,ſeaſon it 


becauſe of all the Meats in ule among Men, with Salt, 


n0ne makes the Underſtanding 1o good as = — 
this Foffile. Ir is cold, and of more Dryneſs an, x: are 
than any thing elſe; and if we remember *#* -Þ4 
= s 4 - 882g AFfrHD. 

Heraclitnss laying, he ſays as much, 4 &ry ©. 
| . - k Z wy | . 
Light is the Wiſe Mind. By which he would 

| £1ve us to underſtand, that the Dryneſs of 


the 


448 


. The Tryal of za4its. Art, IV; 
the Body makes the wiſeſt Soul : And ſince 
Salt is ſo dry and ſo appropriate to Wit, it 
is not without reaſon Holy Writ gives it the 
Appellation of Prudence and Wiſdom. 

But you muſt chuſe Salt that is extreamly 
white, and that falts not much, becauſe that 
is compos'd of ſubtil and very delicate Parts; 
and on the contrary. the black is very Ear- 
thy, and Ill-temper'd, and falts more in ſmall 
quantity. What important effects Salt cauſes 
being caſt upon Meats, not only thoſe taken 
by Men and Beaſts, but alſo by Plants, Plato 
noted when he ſaid, That Salt not only gives 
reli{h and pleaſure to the Palate, but g1ves a 
tormal Being to Meats to the end they may 
Nourih: There is but one fault, and that 1s 


a great one ; it 1s, upon the failing of that, 
_ there is nothing left in the World to ſupply 
it's Place. All other things made ule of by 


Man in this Life, have their Deputy, 1t we 
may ſo call it, when they chance to tail; Salt 
alone ſtands for the end it was ordained. 
For if we want Wheaten-Bread, there is 
Barly-Bread, Rye, Oaten and other Kinds ; 
and if Wane fails us, there is Water, Beer, 
Milk, Cyder, and Perry ; and it we have no 
Cloth tocover us, thereare Beaſts Skins,(with 
which God cloathed our firſf Parents when 
he drove them out of the Earthly Paradiſe } 
nay alſo Cloth of Linnen, Silk, Canvas and 
Other Matters; And fo it they ſhould run 


through other things, we {hall find that vat 
all 


7 
o 


© 
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all have a ſupply for their Defect, Salt ex- 
cepted, which was made for that uſe alone 
to which we put it. To which property our 
Lord alludes in the Goſpe/, when he faid to 
his Diſciples, Te are the Salt of the Earth, but 


if the Salt have loſt it's Savour, mheremwith 


ſhall it be Salted ? or, as another Goſpel ſays, 


Wherewith ſhall it be ſeaſoned? To give them 
to underſtand, that if they who are the Salr 


| are corrupted or unſavoury, there 15 no other 


thing can Seaſon them, as if it had ſaid, ho 
can find a Remedy for an Enchanter ? The Go- 


ſpel might have ſaid, ye are the Wheaten 


Bread of my Church, to diſpenſe and admi- 
niſter the Spiritual Food, and Doctrin to the 
Faithful, and 1f you caſt your ſelves away, 
with what other thing {hall T ſuſtain my Peo- 
ple ? They might have anſwered him with 
Barly-Bread, ( as you did in the Defart ? ) 
But becauſe nothing can Supply the Place of 


Salt, God took it and choſe it to let the Apo- 


les underſtand what was their Duty. Phy- 
fitians ſay, That Salt orairarily beats, atijoives, 


penetrates, aries, collefs and ſeparates te Sub- 
ſtance of Bodies to which it 15 Applied, Which 


Properties he is to have that is the Salt ot the. 
Church, and ſuch effects ought he ro pro- 
duce in the Chrittian Auditory that 15 a good 


Preacher: If not, let him that has a little 


Wit run through tneſe properties and he will 
ice how much it is to the purpoſe, thar God 
calls Preachers by the name of Salr, 
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The Tryai of Wits, Art. IV. 


But neither the natural Philoſophers nor 
others that have ſearched into the properties 
of this Foffile, have obſerved one thing, 
which is, that if we would Unfalt in a little 
time that which 1s very Salt, throwing Salt 


thereon to a certain degree and quantity, and 


for a certain time, it abates of its Saltneſs, 
and if it exceeds, it all turns to Brine. Of 
which it any one would try the Experiment, 
he ſhall find that falt Fiſh pur to freſhen in 
Sea-Water for a certain time, ſhall fooner 
ireſhen than in Freſh-Water. And if two 
pieces of Fiſh equally Salt, are put in two 
Veſſels of Freſh-Water to treſhen, that on 
which a handful of Salt 15 thrown, will freſh- 
en ſooner than the other. A Preacher of good 
Wit and full of Invention drew from this pro- 
perty a gentile Meditation for Fleſh. 

Eliſha may have grounded on the Conſide- 
ration of theſe natural Properties mentioned 
by us, or at lcalt in good part, when with. a 
Veſſel of Salt he cured the poyſonous and 
deadly Waters of a certain Country, making 
the Farth truittul, which was barren before. 
Which 3s cafſy to proveit we firſt agree upon 
the three Natural Principles, {o true that no 
Man can deny them. 

The firſt is, that of four Unions or Com- 
binations that may be made of the firſt Qua- 
ities, (hot and moiſt, hot and dry, cold and 
moiſt, cold and dry ) all the Phytitians and 
FPhilolophers ſay of the firſt ROY 

that 


| Art. IV. © The Tryal of Wits. 
| chat it is the utter Ruin and total DeſtruQi- 


* | on of Natural Things, becauſe the Ambient 


» BE Heat joyned with Moiſture, relaxes and dil- 


- Þ ables the Elements that enter the Compolitt- 
on of the Mixture, and rends them from 
" || their Union, 1ſo far that each ( 4s Ariſtotle | 
: lays) divides a ſeveral Way. 


” | have not the ſame Quality ; ſince (as Hppo- 


hot, others cold ; ſome ſweet, others bitter ; 
ſome in{ipid and wateriſh, and others ſalt : 
lome cruce, and others eaſy of digeſtion © 


Chance ; but with great Care and Provi- 
dence, having regard. to the great Diveriity 
of Plants and Seeds nouriſhed by the Earth, 
for all uſe not the ſame fort of Aliment. If 


Onyons,  Lettice, Peale and Lupins, are 
Planted, Onyons dravw of the Earth for their 
Nouriſhment that which is Acrid and Bi- 
ting, Lettice that which is Sweet, Pelle that 
which is Salt, and Lupins that which 1s Bit- 

ter, And thus there 15 neither Herb nor 
Pant, that draws not from the Earth the 


WF Aliment which is molt friendly and reſem- 
io” a; it, Quittin® the reſt, which it finds 
wy either Relithable nor TIOnT > but aiter 
i ch a faſhion, that it tails not to make 1ts 
TD F uk and advant tage of other Differences cf 


}at | 
0 (3 = 2 Farth, 


The ſecond Principle 1s, that all Earths 


crates ſaid) fome are moiſt, others dry; ſome. 


Nl fome rude and rough, and others ſoft. Which 
Nature did not without Deſign, nor by 


in two Feet of Earth (as HHppocrates ſays) 


451 


.» 


for atter another manner Experience teaches 


Plato ſays) trom Salt, and 1s not like other 


The Tryal of Wits. Art. IV, 
Earth, in as much as Nature has made of al| 
together a certain Preparative and Seaſoning 
which has in it ſelf, Sweet, Salt, Acrid, or 
T know not what that bites, like Pepper and 
Spice, after the manner of ſome Sz/mrgondy; 


us, that many Herbs blended together (tho 
they be of different Natures ) draw away 
the Virtue from one another. What Hp. 

pocrates meant 1s, that Lettuce draws from 
{weet Earth, four Ounces, and a Drachm of 
the reſt ; and Peale from that which 1s Salt, 
two Ounces, and very little from other Earth; 
and the like of the other Difterences. But 
it the Earth be inſipid, and without any Salt, 
it can ſuſtain no Plant, in as* much as the 
Formal Being of Aliments, and what ren- 
ders them apt to Nouriſh, proceeds ( 2 


forc'd Meats or ſunkets, that awaken the 
Appetite to recreate it, and no more; From 
whence 1t is certain, that the Aliments and 
Fruits that Nature has made Delicious 
Guit,* are not fo tor any other Reaſon, but 
that Nature forming them, gave them what 
they wanted, of Salt. 

The third Principle, 1s, that the Plants 
naveaSenſe and Notice ot Nouriſhment prof 


per to their Nature, and though diſtant, 


they draw it to them, as well as fly thell 


_ Contraries. Which Plato fairly confeſſes} 


when 1t ſcems impoſſible ro him, that thre 
1: 0! 


| Art. IV. @The Tryal oſUUits. 453 
| or four different Aliments lying near their 
| Roots, ſhould chooſe that which is not Fa- 
i miliar, and Convenient for them, and leave 
(Þ theother as difagreeable and Forreign ; and 
| of thoſe they digeſt and alter, they wart 
«MF not the Senle to draw that which is moſt Re- 
9g fined, and receive it, retuſing the reſt and re- 
yi pulling it, even to the banil thing It at {ome 
2 D: 1t1nce from their Branches: ; Which Opini- 
ml on wonderfully pleaſed Galez, ſo that he ſaid, 
of {commend Plato for having calPd the Plants by 
It, te name of Animals: - for we canot ſay but they 
hl 2:7ract the Juices fit for them, turning them into 
ul their Subſtance, which not without a kind of 
tl Sati5fai7ion and Complacence they receive: In 
which words Gatez frankly owns with Plato 
that Plants have a Senſe, and that they en- 
tertain themſelves with Aliments of a 00d 
Savour and agrecable to their Tg as "and 
abhor thoſe of an ill Gult, as if they acted 
the part of rea,Animals. 
From theſe Principles, we may ſomewhat 
folve the Miracle of Elſþa, for if the Earth 
corrected and cured ( by calting Salt there- 
on) was poor and wateriſh, by means of 
Salt it became ſavoury and fit to bear ; and it. 
_ through the Heat and Moiſture of the Air, 
(that” is in the Caverns of the Earth ) the 
Waters were found {tinking and corrupt ; 
the ſame was naturally remedied by the. 
Qualities of Salt which we have mentioned ; 
21d 1f the Earth was barren through the 
GY } . t0Q 
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The Tryal of Wits. _ AETV. 
t00 great quantity of Salt, by means of the 


ſame Salt {owed therein, it came to be freſh- 
er. The Miracle was,that Eliſha with one 


_ only Veſſel full of Salt, cured, if I may fay ſo, 


and meliorated ſo Freat a quantity of Farth 
and Water; as 1t fared inthe Miracle of the 
Wilderneſs, where with five Barley Loaves 
and two Fiſhes, God ted five thouſand Men, 
and twelve Basketsful remained, to which 
Act, Nature ſerved the Bread and the Fiſh, 
( whoſe property was to Support and Nou- 
riih) and God beſtowed on it the Quantity 
neceſſary for Refreſhment. 

Partridges and Woodcocks have the ſame 


Subſtance and Temperament with Wheaten 


Bread ; and Kid, and Muſeatel Wine; and if 
Fathers ule theſe Meats as we have above | 
ipecttied, they will beget Children of good | 
Underſtandine. 
And if they would have a Child of a 
great Memory,let them eat ejght or nine clays 
befote the At of Copulation, Trouts, Sal- 


mons, Lampreys, Barbels and Eels; which 


Meats produce a moiit and clammy Seed. 


Theſe two Qualities, as we have 


Note, that Man is free, 
ara loa of ks C207 work , 
God f:cm the beginning 
made Mcn, and left him 


to his own (ondutt ; 


though Þe be ſrauced by 


FE SENS, Eo geae EF 
kt UNH OHH {emf EX AMEDC, 
% 


laid before, make the Memory 
caly to receive anc Very tenacious 
to keep the Figures long. By 
Pidgecons, Kid, "Onyons, "Garlic, 
Leeks, Radiſhes, Pepper, Vine- 
Gar, White-Wine, Honey, and 
f Enice, the Seed is made lot and 

| ary, 


Art, IV. The Tryal of Wits. 
dry, and of very delicateParts. The Boy 


that is engendred from this Food, will be 


of a great Imagination, but not of ike Un- 
derſtanding, by means of much Heat ; 


and of little Memory, from great Drynelſs. 


Such are, very dangerous to a State, becauſe 
their Heat inclines them to many Vicesand 
Evils, and gives them Wit and Spirit to put 
them 1n practice. But if they be keptunder, 
the Common-Wealth will receive more Ser- 
vice from their Imaginations, than from their 
' Underſtandings or Memories. 
The Phyſitians finding by Experience the 
| great Power the Temperament of the Brain 
has, to make a Man Wile and Confiderate, 
have invented a certain Medicine, compoſed 
after {ſuch a manner, and provided with ſuch 


ES: qualities that being taken in a due Meaſure 


and Quantity, makes a Man reaſon much 
better than before. They call it the Coxfe- 
tion of Wiſe Men, or rather Confettio Ana- 
cardina, 11 which ( as may be learn'd from 
the Receipt) is put freſh Butter of Cows, 
and Honey, from which two Ingredients 
the Greeks have ſand, that they who ule it, 
{hall have their Underſtandings much {har- 
pened ; but if the other Drugs that compole 


it, be conſidered, without doubt they are 


very hot and dry,utterly deſtroying the Un- 
deritanding and Memory ; though 1t cannot 
be denyed bur that they render them more 


brisk to ſpeak and anſwer to the purpole, 
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456 The Tryal of Wits, Art. IV. 
with ſharp Repartees and pretty Simile” 3, 
to Redic te and Banter, and.that they in 

cline the moſt part of thoſe that uſe - ay 

to make Verſes, and to other Talents,which 
+ cievate the Wit of Man into Raptures. Now 
oy as the People know not how to diftinguiſh, 
I bhi nor tomakea Difterence between the Works 
ofthe Underſtanding, and thoſe of the Ima- 

= gination, when they obſerve thoſe that have 

w taken this Confeet;on, ſpeak more ſubtilly 

bf m they us'd, they ſay they have acquired 
more U Underſtanding; whichis not {o in Effect, ' 
Jut on the contrary, they have loſt what 
they had , and have only got a -kind# oi 
Knac 19:08 that is not good for a Man to have, 
which Czcero called Fineneſs, which 1s a Skill 
contrary to Honelty. 

As often as I fell upon this paſſage in Ge. - 
,4:5(i5, that ſays, Who told thee that thou waſt 
Naked, haſt thou catenw of the Tree, whereof [ 
| eommanace thee that thou [poubdſt not eat ? It 
| came to my Mind, that the Fruit of the Tree 

_ of of K rowlenze of Good and F vil, had anatural 
. = Property to give more Knowledgeand Re- 
= Rcction to him that eat of it ; but that that 
"0 Knowledge was not {o conv enient tor Man, 

5 and God w would not that he ſhould poſleſs it, 
5 vecaule it was of that kind of Knowledge of 
__ which Sr, Paul inoke, "[ he Carnal Mind is En- 
Dy Gain To Put conlidering the ſacred 
SCriNLuUre has f deep a Senle, and thoſe that 
£0 .ttis, citen deceive themſelves muck 

11 
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ia ſticking to the Letter, I many times wave 
that Thought, till in. the end the ſame Dif. 
fhculty returning fo often to my Mind, I re- 
ſolved to read what I could "meet with i In 
the Commentators upon the Place, to ſee ii 
ſome One of them was not of my Opinion ; 
and ſoon after reading in the Antiquities of 
Toſephus, T found that he ſaid, that the Fruzt 
of 5 Tree of Knowleage of Grodl and Evil, 
quicken'd the ule of Reaſon, and ſharpen'd 
the Underſtanding, and 1n regard of this 
Property, it had this Mame, as the other, 
that of the Free of Life, becauſe it made the 
Man Immortal that eat of it's Fruit. This 
:Xxpolition and Opinion nevertheleſs 1s not 
at all received by Nicholzs de Lyra, for he con- 
 ceited that the Fruit of a Tree that was Ma- 
_ terial, could not affect the Human Under- 
tanding, Winch 1s wholly Spiritual. Av 
lenſts do's not abſolutely admit rhe Inſtance 
of Necholas de Lyra, but with Diſtinction : 
Tho? faid he, the Human Underitanding bc 
a Spiritual Power that as not with Cor- 
poreal Inſtruments, yet tor all that che Un- 
derſtanding cannot apprehend any thing . 
but by making uſe of ſome orher Or _ Ic 
rowers, which if they have a cood Tem- 
peramenr, much afſiit the Underſtand: NT 
it not, they only ſerve to Deceive it. Bur 
tv it is that the Fruir of thar "Tree was able 
to introduce {fuch a Temperament 1n ri 
Drain, that the Man might come to be 
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The Tryal of TUits. Art. IV. 
more Knowing. But that the good or bad 
Temperament of the Food, could affift or 
hurt his Wiſdom, he proves from this place 
in Holy Writ, I framed 4 deſign in my Heart 
io wean my Fleſh from Wine, to the end my 
Wit might bend with more aiſpoſition to Wiſ- 
dow. He quotes Ariſtotle allo in his Books 
of Phyſiog0my, where he 1aies that the alter- 
ations the Body ſuffers by reaſon of the'Meats 
a Man receives, and the Temperament of 


| the Region where he dwells, like as other 


things which are us'd to change and alter 
the Body, paſs even to the Rational Soul ; 
and therefore he faies that Men inhabiting 
in an extreme hot Country, are wiſer than 
thoſe that live in very cold Regions ; and 
Vegetics affirms that thoſe who live under 
the fith Climate, (as the Spaniards, Italians 
and Greeks ) are Men of great Wit and of 
oreat Spirit. According to which Doctrin , 
it may well be that the Fruit of the Tree had 
ſuch Efficacy to alter the Organic Powers of 


the Body, which ſerve to better Reaſoning. 


And becauſe Adam was very Wile and had 
no need of any other Science,, God eftabli{ſht 
a Law, and laid a Command touching this 
F7at, to preſerve it for his Succeſlors, who 
in their Infancy eating of the ſame, might 


quicken the ute of their Reaſon. But the 


Words of the Text bear not all this laſt Ex- 
poſition, for take them right, and conſider 
£21em as they lie, the Fruit of the Tree by it's 

Y 1rtue 


| Art. IV. @The Tryal of Wits. 
| | Virtue and Efficacy had opened their Cor- 
' | poreal Eyes, and had taught'them' what 
| they knew not. Azd the Eyes of them both 
| were opened, and they knew that they were Na- 
\ | fd. Which is yet more clearly proved, it. 
- | we weigh well the Words {poke by God, to 
; | the Man, when he found lum Aſhamed to 
8 {ce his Nakedneſs. Who 7old thee that thou 
wer*t Naked, haſt thou eaten of that Tree where- 
of I commanded thee that thou ſhould?ſt not eat * 
Biſhop Nemeſis in the Book he writ of the 
Nature of Man, fairly conteſles, that the Fruit 
of that Tree had a Nataral Property to prive 
Liſdom, and that it really taught Adam what 
he knew not at all, and that this was not only 
found out at the Beginning of the World, when 
the Aliments had ſo much Virtue to alter the 
Body of Man : Bat even at this Hoar, tho? they 
are corrupted by ſo long a Courſe of Time, there 
is abundance of Fruit can do it ; and becauſe it 
was not to the purpoſe that our Firſt Parents 
jnould entirely know their Nature, nor what 
ihings they ſtood in need of, God laid his Com- 
mand of the Tree, whoſe property was to caſt 
- | Mar wpon the care of the Boay, and to draw 
im from the Contemplation of the Soul, This 
Expoſition 1s agreeable to Natural Philoſo- 
phy of which we treat, for there 15 no Ali- 
ment ( eſpecially among Fruits that are for 
Food which have a Medicinal Virtue) 
which affect nor the Brain, according to the 
laying of F{ppocrates, that the Faculty of Food 
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The Tryal of Tits. Att. IV. 


reaches the Brain, and introduces. in Man the 
Ability that Fears the 'Temperament which 
it produces 1n the Head, as 1t happens in 
Wine, which when it is drank, to a certain 
quantity, makes a Man Witty, but if in Ex- 
cels, 1t makes him a Fool and Mad. But it 
i5 not to be imagined that the Fruzt of the 
Forbiaden-Tree, gave immediately Habits of 
Knowledge, (as Lyranus thought) it gave 


oniy a Temperament accomodated to ſuch a 


kind of Knowledge ; by means of which 
Man came fo ſoon to know ſome things he 
never dreamt of. But that the Fruzt of the 
1ree had the property to open the Eyes, 1s 
not to be denied, ſeeing the Text ſays, that 
eating of the Fruit, their Eyes were opened,” 
and they knew that they were Naked, I faid, 
that it had the property, to open the Eyes, be- 
cauſe as we have elſewhere prov'd, if the 
Imagzination lend not it's Aſſiſtance to the 
Exterior Senſes, not one of them can act; 
which is what Hppocrates aid, that let i 
grievous Pain be tnfucted on any by Cautery or 
Amputation of a Hand, and if he precerves no- 
tag of it, it 1s an infallible ſign that his 
Imagination 1s diſtracted in ſome profound 
Amuſement or Madneſs, for as we have faid, 
it the Imagination contribute not it's Afſt- 
fance to the 'Touch, and other Exterior 
Senſes, no Senſation can be perform'd, of 
which we can alledge abundance of Inſtances, 


in things that happen every Day among = 
Ih Hurt 
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xe | but that which Plutarch reports of Archimes 
h des will render it ſufficiently intellegible. This 
n | Archimedes wasa Man endwd with fo {trons 
n an Imagination to invent and make War- like 
X- Engines, that for this Reaſon he was more 
it 8 formidable alone to the Enemies than a 
ec # whole Army, and his Wit was in ſo high 
ff elteem among the Romans, that M, ercelins 


e | holding the City of Syracuſe beſieged, (where- 
a in Archimedes was) before he made his En- 
h B try, publiſh'd throughout the Camp that no 
c Soldier {hould preſume to kill Archimedes, 
E upon pain of Death, imagining that he could 


S | not ſhow Rome a more noble Spoil, than in 
- bringing thither ſo Great a Man. They re-. 
S count of him, that he was ſo employed 
> | about his Engins, and had his Eyes fo fixt 
- on the Earth, ( where he had drawn ſome 
> | Schemes of his own Invention ) that he nei- 
& | therſ{aw nor heard as others did what paſt 
in the City, in the time of Battel: For a 
Roman Solater being come up to him, askt 
; him if he were not Archimedes, and after 


- | asking him the ſameſeveral times, the other 
making him no Anſwer, ( his Thoughts be- 
ng otherwiſe deeply engaged) this Soldier 
affronted to ſee a Man ſo © Stupid 1n his Opini- 
x on , flew him. According to this it is cer- 

tain that our Firſt Parents ( betore they 
Sinn'd) were wholly engaged in the Med:- 
tation and Contemplation of Divine Things, 
loſing all thought of thoſe of the World : 
; And 
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And tho' they went Naked, they were 
ſcarce Serlfible of it; and we may lay that 
their Eyes were cloſed, becauſe tho? it was 
true that they were open, and the Viſive 
Faculty very ſound and intire ; nevertheleſs 
becauſe the Imagination was diverted elſe- 
where and abſent, they remain'd as it were 
Blind, (ſince they had no uſe of their Eyes. ) 
Now this Frai* was of ſuch Virtue that it 
drew the Imagination ont of it's deep Me- 


Citation and brought ; it down and fixt it on 


the Sight. Which theſe words plainly ſig- 
nity that God {poke to them ( as ſoon as 
they eat of the Fruit ) Who told thee that thou 
waſt Naked ? haſt thou eaten of the Tree whereof 
I commanded thee that thou ſhouldſt not eat? 
Which I did, ( we may add) for thy Good 
and Satisfaction, and becaule it was more 
convenient that thou {houldſt not know 


what thou now knoweſt. 


We have obſerv*d in the other part ( it 
I remember well ) two kinds of Wiſdom, 
one belonging to the Underſtanding, under 
which are contain'd all the things Man does 
with Uprightneſs and Simplicity, without 
Error, without Lying or Deceit. Which 
Wiſdom Demoſthenes prais'd to the Judges 11 
an Oratioz he made againſt Eſchimes, con- 
celving that the beſt Title he could give 
them, 70 gain their Good- will, was to cal] 
them, jaſt azd ſimple. © Thus th holy Writ 


has texm 'da Man wileand vertuous, as Fob 
WAS 


Art. IV. The Tryal of Wits. 46x 


was a juſt Man and upright, becauſe double 
and deceitful Hearts are not at all Friends 
of God, A double-minded Map is unſtable in all 
his ways. There is another kind of Wiſdom 
in Man belongmng tothe Imafination,of which 
Plato laid, That what Men compaſs with Wiles 
. | 214 Tricks, and againſt which Reaſon and Ju- 
; ſlice dictate, merits not to be called by the Name 
4 7 4 ijdom, but rather of Fineneſs and of 
Craft. 

Such was the Diſcourle the «zjuſt Steward 
made to himſelf, of whom St. Luke ipeaks. 
. when he ſaid, There was a certain Rich Man 
, | 7-4: had a Steward, and the ſame was accuſed 
= him, that he had waſted his Goods; and he 
e 
1 
: 

7 
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cal*a him, ana faid unto him, how is it that | 
hear this of thee ? Give an Account of thy Stew- 
ardſhip, for thou mayeſt be no longer Steward. 
Then the Steward faid within himſelf, what (hall 
T ap, for my Lord has taken 'away from me the 
e | Stewardſhip ; 1 cannot dig, tobeg I am aſhamed, 
| { 22 reſolved what to do ! that when 1 am put 
: out of the Stewardſhip, they may receive me into 
: their Houſes, &c. By which means he fo 
t ordered Matters, that the ſacred Text faies, 
1 
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Ihe Lord commended the unjuſt Steward, for 
i Ge had done wiſely, for the Children of this 
World, are wiſer in their Generation than the 
Children of Light. To which words two dit- 


C . 

1 terences of Wiſdons and Prudence are ob- 
, lery'd, one, fſaies the Text, belongs to the 
b Children of Light : which is attended with 
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vour, he wasa Chuld of Light, and exceed. 
ing Wile in this firſt kind of Wiſdom; and 


| Now the Tree had fo much Power to give 


——— 


The Tryal of TUAits. Art. IV, 
Jaſtice and Uprightneſs: and the other to the 
Children of this World, which is only Craft 
and Deceit. Now the Childrez of Lieht are 
very little skilPd in Worldly Wiſdom, and 
the Childrez of "this World yet leſs m the 
Wiſdomof Light. Whilſt Adam was 1 ta. 


for his greater PerfeQtion,God had made him 
i19norant as to the ſecond kind of Wiſdom, 
nas much as it was leſs Convenient for him, 


the Wiſdom of this World, that there was 
occaſion to forbid him the Uſe of it's Fra, 
to the end he might live without care of the 
Neceflities of the Body, ( as ſaid Nemeſizs } 
and that he might be wholly engaged n 
the Contemplations of the Rational Soul. 
The Diſhculty is to know why this 7re 
was called the Tree of Kyowledge of 00d, 
lince the Prudence and Wildom 1t commu- 
nicated more regarded Evil than Good. 
To this 1s anſwer'd, that both the two Scr 
ences are for Good, ( when they are uſed 1n 
due Time and Place) and thus Jeſus Chrif 
recommended them to his Diſciples, when 
he ſent them to Preach throughout th# 
World, Behold-T ſend you as Sheep among; 
Motves, be ye Wiſe as Serpents, and Innocent 
25 Doves. We oughts ro make uſe of Wil- 
dom as a Defence againit Evils that may bc 


done us, but not t2 Offend any. gs 
. this 


Art. IV. @The Tryal of Wits. 


this the Moral Philoſophers ſay , that the 
{elf-ſame thing may be called Good or Bad, 
in one of theſe three Reſpects: either as Ho- pun 
zeſt, or Profitable, or Pleaſant ; For Example, Urile, auc 
the ſlight of the a»jait Steward, which we __ 
mention'd, was good, in regard of the Pro- 
fir, ſeeing he reman'd with his Maſters 
Money ; and ull, in as much as it was 
againſt Honeſty ; in taking to himſelt what 
belong'd to his Maſter. 
As for Adam's care of covering himſelf, 
and being Aſham'd to ſee himfelf Naked 
betore God, after having violated his Com- 
mand, we underitand that the Forb:den-Fruzt 
made his Imagination more lively ( after 
the manner we have mention'd ) and then 
it repreſented to him the Nature and Uſe of 
the ſhametul Parts. But yet that this Ex- 
poſition may be veritable enough, as we ſee 
the common Opinion 1s, that the Tree of the 
Kpowl:d3e of Good and Evil received nor 
this Name trom it's Nature, but only by oc- 
caſion of the Conſequence that attended ir, 
Which ſeems to me molt Probable. 
_ Hens, Capons, Veal, and Spaniſh Wea- 
thers, are Meats of a moderate Subſtance, 
» for theſe are neither Delicate nor Groſs. 1 
laid Spaniſh Weathers, becauſe * Galen, with- * Lib. It. 
out making Dittinction, ſaid, That their —_— 
Fleſh is of evil and groſs Subſtance , for © 
which there is no Reaton. For tho? in 1:al 
Where he writ, this is the worſt Fleſh of all, 
H h yet 
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The Tryal of Tits. Art. IV. 
yet in our Country , becauſe of the Good- 
neſs of the Paſtures, it way be reckoned 
amongſt the Meats of moderate Subſtance. 
The Children engendred from theſe Ali- 
ments, {hall have a reaſonable Underitand- 
ing, Memory and Imagination : But they 
will not penetrate deep into the Sciences, 


or Invent any thing New. Of theſe we 


have ſpoke before, that they readily receive 
the Impreſſion of all the Rules and Obfſurva- 
tions of any Art, clear, obſcure, eaſy and 
difficult: But the Dottrin, the Argument, 
the Anſwer, the Doubt, the DiſtinQion, 
- theſe will give them Pains and Trou- 
6 

Cow-fleſh, Bacon, Bread of Red-wheat, 
Cheeſe, Olives, Red-Wine and Water, will 
breed a groſs Seed, and of an evil Tempera- 
ment. The Boy begot of theſe will be ttrons 
as a Bull, but withall fierce and of a Brutiſh 
Wit. 1 — 
_ From whence 1t comes, that amongſt the 
Country People it 1s a marvel to find one & 
a quick Capacity and towardly for Learning : 
They areall born Dull and Rude, being, be- 
got of Meats of groſs and evil Subſtance. 
The . Contrary befalls amongſt Citizens ,* 
whoſe Children we find endued with more 
Wit and Ability. But if Parents deſired in 


earneſt to beget a Son perſonable, wiſe, and 


of good Conditions, let them for ſix or {e- 
ven Days betoretheir Companying eat much 
Goats 


the four Elements, which being mingled 


Art, IV. @UThe Tryal of Wits. 
Goats Milk; that being in the Opinion of 

all the Phyſicians the beſt and moſt delicate 

Food that can be uſed; (This is to be under- 

ſtood when they are ſound, and it agrees 

with us.) But * Galez faith it ſhould be tak- * 6. de 
en with Honey, without whuch it is dangers ibis boni 
ous, and eaſy to Curdle. The Reaſon of —x ph wo 
which 1s, that Milk 1s compoſed but of three 
Elements, Cheeſe, Whey and Butter. Cheeſe 
anſwers to the Earth, Whey to Water, and 

Butter to Air. The Fire, which tempers 

the other Elements, and preſerves them in 

the Mixture iſſuing out of the Teats, 1s ex- 

haled becauſe it 1s very ſubtile, but adding 


to it a little Honey,( which 1s hot and dry, in 
lieu of the Fire) the Milk will partake of 


451. 


oe agent oe 9 eee 


" _ TAE a 7 we ee end $9 #4, oe hs . r—_— vs. " p _— Rag | I, Mad 
T, = 6 ry ; p1 . ON A SH IP LIT OP . Ko mY $ CA” oy Y wo » o lt F OE FL & % ya, We W's .. 
6 A . : y >; 9 c { > t% Nd . + ES. 
J _ bo £ . : * vaED 1 Bs 7 yl 6 $69 Fane” Lage ns a - o ” « 4 FY * I ion ANF ET” nd ry, 18 ge 
& * , y way vide RS \ % / uh ) revs - ny 4-1 MIPANy. . __ 4 ek Rs 4 * ls A oo io Ine -< ps ot We TI ok : (4-1 
"O” : <4 > XL he O w "i "0p coy 06 ON A ey Har ESSE L NI ka 2 hf 1-5 ” _ 


i ata wth 
* 
Et mn 


” La , ha . < nt Sens 5 4X "i $.c> "of ay "Eo Ws dd 
IE) 7s 4 Res, 0 9h "> gh y ” k f 64 B's «4 MOI 6k s ED : \ $4084 
OL. I Et TREO wes ape " Rae a A A 2c EA et wats 
vx"! p ww” : $4 heres, an; / 
s # DET Re its I = te 4-8 


Ws. + 
« z LE 
23 BY 
For bs 
+ 
J * 
; b 2 
+ FM 
4 : 
;: £ 
. 1 i 
— : 
; 5: 
+ | 
þ; . 
© Of 
5 3 
+ 6 
* <7 ; 
fi : 3; 
:$5- 
+=. 
bf E. y 
$ 4 
Y : - 
Ft 
x 
#7 
vg 
F *& 4 
+ 
iS 
7 - 
THE 
$1 S$'} 
W . 
#$.. 
: Ft 
8: - 
s by 
f $ 
£ t- 
- WP 
F* 
x - 
"i 
IS +-- 
oF 
f 
x 
Gy 
$=, 
* -T, 
% A 
T 
we 
*. Þ 
$4 £ 
»Y 5 
b'E 
$ UE 
> 
'&* 
of % 
Fa 
þ! 
3 
: Z 
'B- 
- £ 
E 
4 , 


and concotted by the Operation of our Na- 
tural Heat, makes a Seed very delicate, and 
of good Temperament. The Boy begor of 
this, will (at leatt) be of a great Under- 
{tanding, and want neither Memory or Ima« 
oINation. | 
Ariſtotle not being of this Opinion; came 
{horc 1n anſwering a Problem he made, when 
he asked ; + For what Cauſe the young of + $:xa. 
Brute Beaſts draw ( for the molt part) rhe P*9 xi. 
properties and qualities of their Sires, and 
the Children of a Man, not ? And we find 
this by Experience to be true, for of wiſe 
Parents are born very tooliſh Children ; and 
oi tooliſh Parents wile Children ; and of virtu- 
Hl: ” an 
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ous Parents, lewd Children; and of tewd 
Parents, virtuous Children ; of hard favored 
Parents, fair Children; and of fair Parents, 
foul Children; and of white Fathers, ſwar- 
thy Children ; and of {warty Fathers, clear 
and well-complexion'd Children. Andamons.t 
Children of the ſame, Father ahd Mother, 
one {hall be a Fool, and the other Witty : 
one Ugly, the other Handſom ; one Goo!!, 

and the other Ill-humor'd ; one Virtuous, 
and the other Vitious. Whereas if a Mare 
of a generous Race be cover*'d with a Horſe 
of the fame kind, the Colt which 1s foaled, 
relembles them in Shape and Colour, as 
well as in their Properties. Ariſto:le anſwer'd 
very ill to this Problem, ſaying, "That a Man 
1s carried away with many Imaginations i IN 
the Carnal Act, and hence the Children 
prove fo unlike ; but Brute Beaſts in the 
time of Generation being not io diſtracted, 
nor having lo {trong Imaginations as Man, 
pr oduce their Young, Ones aſter the fame 

| Sort, and like to themſelves. 
Fn: This Anſwer has hitherto paſſed for Cur- 
Th rant with the Vulgar Philoſophers; and.tor 
Tz . Conirmation hereof they alledge the Hi- 
EL *Gmc. ſtory of * Jacob, which delivers that he 
FR 2% having laid Streaked Rods, at the Watering 
Places "of the Flocks, cant all the 7 mb 
p< that were yeaned to be Spotted. 

T6 -38: But it avails little to have recourſe to Holy 
= Wrir, for this Story is reckoned a Miracle 
wrought 
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Art. IV. The Tryal of Wits. 
wrought by God, to hide ſome Sacrament... 
And Ariſtorles Anſwer is far fetched. It 
not, let the Shepherds now attempt the 
ſame, and they will ſee if It be a Natural 
Thing. —_ 

They tell us alſo inthis Country of a cer- 
tain Lady that was deliver'd of a Son black- 
er than ordinary, by fixing her Imagination 
upon a Blackmoor, painted in the Hangings, 
which I look upon as a Jeſt; and it by 
chance 1t were true that ſhe was brought to 
Bed of ſuch a. Son, I fay that the Father 
was of the ſame Colour with the Face re- 
preſented in the Hangings. 

And to the end it may be plainly known 
how falſe the Philoſophy of Ar:/toze, and his 
Followers in this Particular 1s, it mult be 
ſuppos'd as a thing certdin that the Work of 
Generation belongs to the Vegetative Soul, 
and not to the Senſitive; and 1t we conlider 
a Tree loaden with Fruit, we {hall find 
therea greater Variety than in the Children 
of any Man ; one Apple will be Green, ano- 
ther Red, one Little, another Great, one 
Round, another Ill-fgur'd, one Sound, ano- 
the® Rotten, one Sweet, another Sower ; if 
we compare this years Fruit with the Latit, 
we {hall {ee them very Difterent and Con- 
trary to one another. Which cannot be at- 
tbuted to the Variety of the Imagination, 
becauſe Plants want that Power. 
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In Boys the Formation 


of Members ts longeſt; a 


Girizs form'd in fourty 


iwo Days ; and ina Boy, 
in thir:y more or leſs, the 
Org anltzation happens. 


Hippo. lib. de nar. fetus. 


Ariſtotles Error 15 moſt mani- 
feſt by his own DoCtrin, for he 
ſays, that it 1s the Man's Seed 
not the Womans, which makes 
the Generation ; and in the Car- 
nal Act, the Man has no more to 
do than to ſcatterthe Seed, with- 


out Form or Figure, as the Husband-man 
ſows the Grain 1n the Earth. And like as 
a Grain of Corn takes not Root immedi- 
ately, nor forms the Blade or Ear, until 


ſome Days, are paſt; In the fame manner 
* Lib. de ſays * Galen the Child is not formed as ſoon 


4093 


ns Wor: as the Man's Seed falls into the Womb; 
it muſt according to his Account have be- 


tween tinrty and fourty Days to accompliſh 
.1t. And if this be fo, what matter is it, if 
the Father have never ſo many Imaginations 
during the Act, if the Formation. of the 
Fz#tus be not till after ſome Days ? Eſpecial- 
ly when the Formation is not effected either 
by the Father's Soul, or the Mother's, but 
by a third thing found in the Seed ; which 
being only Vegetative, and no mofe, 1s not 
capable of the Imaginative Power, butgfol- 
lows only the Natural Motions of the 'T em- 
_ perament, and doesnothing elle. 

In my Opinion, to ſay that a Man's Cluld- 
ren are born of ſo different Figures, becauſe 
of the Diverſe Imagination of the Fathers, 
1s even as if one {ſhould ſay, that of Grains 
ſonic are big, others little, becauſe the Hut 


 band-\ 


ſtotle, 


terve the fame order of Living, 
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band-man in ſowing of them, was diſtraQt- 
ed with diverſe Imaginations. 

From this falſe Opinion of Ar:/torle ſome 
Curious will argue rhat the Children of an 
Adultereſs reſemble the Adultereſſes Huſ- 
band,: tho? they Be none of his. And the 
Reaſon 1s manifeſt, for in the midit of the 
At, the Adulterers Heads run much on the. 
Husband, for fear of his coming in, and tak- 
ins them in the Fatt. By the ſame Argu- 
ment they infer that the Husband's Children 
reſemble the Adulterer, tho? they be none 
of his, becauſe the Adultereſs when 1a the 
Copulation, has her Thoughts wholly -upon 
the Figure of her Gallant. 

They who fay that the Lady we menti- 
ond was deliver'd of a Negro, becauſe ſhe 
072d upon the black Figure 1n the Hang- 
ings, muſt alſo admit what theſe Curious 
have ſaid, and prov*d : For there 15 as much 
reaſon for one as the other: Ir ſeems a mere 
Teſt and a Fable to me ; tho? it follows well 
enough from the Erroneous Opinion of Ar:- 


ny Hippocrates an{wer'd this Problem bet- * Lib. de 
ter; when he ſaid, That the Scyth7a75 have are, locis 
211 the ſange Conditions, and-all the ſame * 21%: 
Turn of the Face ; and the reaſon he gives 
of this Reſemblance, is, that they all eat the 
lame Meats, and drink the fame Waters, 
70 Cloathed after the {ame Faihion, and ob- 
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For the ſame Reaſon the Brute Beaſts 
have Young Ones after their particular Re- 
ſemblance, for they always uſe the ſame Pa- 
{tures, the ſame Fodder, and have an uni- 
form Seed. Man on the contrary, becauſe 
he eats diverſe Meats every day, produces 
a difterent Seed, as well in Subſtance as 
Temperament. Which the Natural Philo- 
{ophers approve, in their Anſwer to a Pro- 
blem, demanding, * Whexce it comes that the 
Excrements of Brute Beaſts are not ſo fetid as 
Man's ? For ſay they, theſe Brute Animals 
always uſe the ſame Meats, and abundance 


of Exerciſe; whereas Man eating a great 


many, and of {0 diverſe Subſtance, he can- 


not maſter them, and ſo they come to Cor- 
rupt. 'The Seed of Man and that of Brute 
Beaſts, hold one and the ſame Reajon and 
Conſideration, for they are both Excrements 
of the third Concoction. } 
As touching the Variety of Meats Man 
eats 1t cannot be denied, but mult be grant- 
ed, that of every Aliment is produced a dit- 
tcrent and particular Seed ; and it 1s no lefs 
certain, that the ſame day a Man eats Beet 
or Black Pudding, it makes the Sced eros 
and of bad Temperament ; thkgrefore the 
Child begot thereof, will be hard-Favored, 
Fooliſh, Swarthy, and. of 1tl-Conditions : 
And ithe eats the Breaijt of a Capon or Hen, 
1 will make his Seed white, delicate, and of 
200d Tempe:ament ; and the Boy thence 
{06 
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begot, will be Graceful, Wile, and of very 

affable Diſpoſition. Hence I collect, that 

there is no Child born but he contracts the 
Qualities and Temperament of the Meats 

his Parents eat the Day before they got him. 

And if any deſire to know of what Meats 

he is form'd, hehas no more to do, than to 
conlider what Meat is moſt familiar to lis 
Stomach, and thatis it, without doubt. Þ_ 
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» | Moreover the Natural Philoſophers de- 

; mand, * What the reaſon is that wiſe Men's Fr 

E Y F 2 ; . ; E . ? [© ro 5 

; BU Sos prove ordinarily Fools and Half-witted + nl 
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> | To which Problem they Anſwer very fond- 
: | ly, faying, That Wiſe Men are exceeding 
. | Modeſt and Baſhful, for which reaſon in the 
Act they abſtain from ſome Careſles, no leſs 
> | than neceſſary to produce a Child in the 

| Perfection which 1s requiſite. And they | 
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prove 1t from dull and fooliſh Fathers, who 
becauſe they employ all their Force and En- 
| deavours ( at the time of Copulation ) their 


Sons all prove Wie and Witty ; but this is. 
| the Anſwer of Men who know little of Na- 
| tural Philoſophy.  —— 

: True it is, that to render a Convenient 


Anſwer, it 1s no leſs than neceſſary to pre- 
{uppoſe .and prove certain Points, one of 
FF which 15, that the Rational Faculty is con- 


| trary to the Iraſcibie and Concupiſcible : In 
, iuch ſort , that if a Man be very Wiſe, he 


. cannot be very Couragious, of great Bodily 
*trength, a grcat Eater, nor very able for 
| - | Procreation ; 


® x1” SeS. 
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The Tryal of Wits. Art. IV. 
Procreation ; for the Natural Diſpoſitions re- 
quiſite to the Acting of the Rational faculty, 
are directly contrary to thoſe requiite to the 


Iraſcible and Concupiſcible. 
Courage and Natural Strength, ſays * Ar- 


ftatle (and it 15 true) conſiſt in Heat ; and Pru- 


dence and Wiſdom in Cold and Dryneſs. 


And we fee by plain Experience that the 


mo{t Valiant are void of Reaſon , ſpare of 
Speech, impatient of Feſts, and are foon 
baulk'd. To remedy which, they preſently 
clap their Hands on their Swords, being able 
to give noother Anſwer. But Men of Wit 
are provided with Reaſons, ſharp Anſwers 
and Repartees, with which they take up 
time, to avoid coming to Blows. Such 
a manner of Wit Saluſt noted in Czrero, tel- 


ling him his Tongue was well hung, and he 


had a nimble pair of Heels; and not without 


' reaſon, for ſo great a Wiſdom could not ap- 


pear without Cowardiie in Arms, From 
whence aroſe that biting Sarcaſm, that ſays, 
He is as Valiant as Cicero, and as Wiſe as He- 
cor, to Stigmatize a Fool, or a Coward. 
No lefs does the Animal Faculty contradict 
the Underitanding : For a Man of much Bo- 
dily Strength, cannot have a delicate Wit: 
And the reaſon ts, that the force of the Arms 
and Legs arite from having a hard and ear- 
thy Brain ; and though it be truc, that trom 
the cold and dry of the Earth he might pat- 


take a 909d Uader.tanding, yet being of fo 


grolts 


Art. IV. @The Tryal of Wits, 
oroſs a Subſtance, it is deſtroyed ; not with- 
out laſs by the way, for through his Coldneſs 
his Skill and Courage 1s extinguiſhed. Ac- 
cordingly we have fome Men of great 
Strength, very Cowards. 

The Contrariety the Vegetative Soul has 
with the Rational is moſt notorious of all : 
becaule its Operations (which are to nourſh 


and engender) are better gerform'd with 
Heat and Moiſture, than with the contrary 


Qualities : which Experience clearly mani- 
feſts, conſidering how powerful it is 1n the 
Age of Childhood, and how weak and re- 
miſs it is in old Age : and in Youth the Ra- 
tional Soul cannot act, but in Declining Age 
(which 1s void of heat and moiſture ) it 
works wonderfully. So that how muchthe 
more a Man is enabled for Procreation, and 
for Digeſtion of Food, ſo much the more he 
loſes of the Rational Faculty, To' this al- 


ludes the Saying of * Plato, rhat there is no * Dialo. de v}: 
Humour in Man that ſo much diſturbs the 2atura- ; 


Rational Faculty as fruitful Seed; only fays 
he, the ſame helps the Art of Verlifying, 
which we ſee by daily Experience, that as 
foon as a Man falls into Amours, he forth- 


with becomes a Poet ; and if he were before 


flovenly and ungentile, he will not bear the 


leaſt Wrinkle in his Shoes, or Hair upon his 


Coat. And the Reaſon is, becauſe thoſe 
Works belong, to the Imagination, which 
encreaſes and rifes to a pitch, through the 


great 
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creat heat raiſed from the paſſion of Love. 
And that Love 1s a hot Paſſion 1s plainly ſeen 
in the Courage and Hardineis Lovers are in- 
{pir'd with, to bear the loſs of Appetite, and 
even of Sleep it {elf. 

It the State had an Eye to theſe Marks, 
they would expel from the Univerlities luſty 


Scholars,and great Fighters,the Amorous, the 


Poets and ge, becauſe theſe have nei- 
ther Wit nor Capacity for any kind of Study. 
* Ariſtotle excepts trom this Rule the Me- 


P10. XXK1, lancholickby Aduſtion ; whole Seed (though 


Lib. 1. de 
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fruitful) hurts not their Wit. — 
Finally; all the ruling Faculties'in Man, 
if they be very potent, diſturb the Rational 
Faculty. Hence it proceeds, that it a Man 
be very Wiſe, he proves a Coward, of ſmall 
Strength of Body, a ſpare Eater, and not ve- 
Ty able for Procreation. And the eaule 1s, 
the qualities that render him Wiſe, (which 
are Coldneſs and Dryneſs) are the ſame that 
debilitate the other Powers: As appears 1n 
Old Men, who beſides their Council and 
Wiſdom have neither Strength nor Courage, 
This DoQtrin being ſuppos'd, * Galez's opt- 
nion 1s, that to have the Generation of any 
Animal whatever periectly take effect, both 
Sceds are neceſſary; one of which is to be 
the Agent and the Form-giver, and another 
which {erves for Nourihinent ; for a matter 
fo delicate as Generation, cannot {trait over- 
come what is fo groſs as Blood, till rhe work 


be 
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be accompliſhed. But that the Seed is the right i 
Aliment of- the Spermatic Veſlels 1s a point '#l. 
duly received by Hippocrates, Plato and Ga- H 
lea: For by their Opinion, if the Blood be i! 
not converted into Seed, it is impoſſible that 
the Nerves, Veins and Arteries can be main- "=P 
tain'd, And 1o ſays * Galey, thatthe diffe- = Yes 
rence between the Veins and Teſticles, is, 
that the Teſticles make abundance of Seed 
Immediately, and the Veins little, in longer 
time. So that Nature has provided for the 4 
ſame an Aliment ſo fimilar that with aſhghr - 
Alteration and without making Excrements, 
| may maintain another Seed. Which could 
not be effected, it the Nouriſhment thereot 
had been made of the Blood. The ſame 
Proviſion ſays Galez is made by Nature inthe * Lib.ii. de 
Generation of Man, as in the ProduQtion of © <*** 
a Chicken, and ſuch other Birds as come of 
Eggs, in which we obſerve two Subſtances; 
one of the White and another of the Yolk ; 
of one of winch the Chicken 1s formed, and 
by the other nouriſhed, all the time of its 
1ormation. For the ſame reaſon are two 
Seeds no leſs neceſſary in the Generation of 
Man ; of one of which the Child may be 
Made, and the other tor it's Nourithment, 
during the time of it's formation. But * *Lib. de 
Hippocrates mentions a thing, worthy of great genitura- 
Conſideration, which is, that it 15 not reſo]- 
ved by Nature, which of the two Seeds is 
to be the Agent and the Form-giver, nor 
which 
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The Tryal of Wits. Art. IV. 
whuch is to ſerve for Nouriſhment ; For ma-. 
ny times the Woman's Seed 1s of more effica- 
Cy, than the Man's: and when it {o happens, 
Hers makes the Generation, and the Hus- 
band's ſerves for the Aliment. At other times 
the Man's 1s more powerful and prolific, and 
the Woman's ſerves only tor Nouriſhment. 
This was a Doctrin not underſtood by 
Ariftotle, who could not comprehend, what 
the Woman's Seed ſerved for, which made 
him vent a thouſand Impertinencies, as that 
the ſame was but. a little Water, without 
any Generative Virtue or Power. It this 
were ſo, the Woman would never covet the 
Converſation of the Man, or conſent thereto, 


but would ſhun the Carnal Att, as being 
Herſelf naturally Honeſt, and the Sport Un- 


clean and Filthy. And fo in a ſhort time 
Mankind would be extinguiſhed, and the 
World remain depriv'd of the moit beautitul 
Creature, that ever Nature form'd. | 

And therefore Ar:/totle demands, what 1s 
the reaſon that Copulation is the moſt agree- 


| able Pleaſure of all thoſe Nature has invented 


tor the Procreation of Animals? To which 
Problem he anſwers, that Nature having ſo 
great a deſire to procure the Perpetuating of 


- Mankind, placed ſo much Pleaſure in this 


Work, to the end that they being moved by 
ſuch an Intereſt, might gladly apply them- 
ſelves to the Buſinels of Generation ; for 1 
theſe Incentives were wanting, no Man or 

Woman 
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Woman would Marry (the Woman reap- 
ing little other Advantage than that of bear- 
ing a Burden nine Months in her Belly, with 
ſo much Pain and Trouble, and at thetime 
of her Delivery of running the hazard of 


her Life ) ſo that it would oblige the State 


to force Women to Marry, to prevent rhe 


Extirpation of Mankigd. 

But as Nature makes every thing with 
Sweetneſs, ſhe gave to the Woman all the 
neceſſary Inſtruments to make her Seed prick- 
ing and prolific, that ſhe might take Pleaſure 
in Man, and covet his Company. Though 
were it of that quality Ar:/forle pretends, 
the would rather {hun and abhor him, than 


ever love him. "This * Galez proves by an «T4, : de 
rM- ſem. cap. 


initance drawn from Brute Beaſts; a 
ing, that after a Sow 15s Splay'd, ſhe never **”- 
delires the Boar, nor will ſhe yield to his 
Approaches. Ir 1s the {ame thing in a Wo- 
man, that 1s of a colder Conſtitution, than 
{he ought, nothing ſounds more diſagreeable 
to her Ear than the name of Marriage to her. 
The ſame thing attendsa Man of a cold Con- 
{titution, and all for want of fruitful Seed. 
Moreover if a Woman's Seed were {uch as 
Ariftotle affirms, it would not ſerve for Ali- 
ment, f{ince to obtain the lait Qualities of 
actual Nutriment, it ought to be entirely 
vimilar, to what it is to Nouriſh. And if the 
Secd be not well wrought and affimilated, it 
would not afterwards attain it : For if the 
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The Tryal of Wits. Art, TV. 
Seed of Man wanted Inſtruments and Recep- 
tacles, (ſuch as the Stomach, the Liver 
and Teſticles) how or where ſhould it con- 
coct or aſlimilate © For which reaſon Na- 
ture has ordered it ſo that there ſhould be 


two Seeds in the Generation of the Creature, 


which being incorporated, the moſt Potent 
{hould make the Formation, and the other 
{ſerve for Nouriſhment. And that ti1is 'is 
true, appears plain in this, that if a Negro 
get a White Woman with Child, and a 
White-Man a Negro-Woman, from both 
will be born a Mulatta Child. 

From this Doctrin I gather that to be true 
which many Authentic Hiſtories aftirm, that 
a Dog companying with a Woman, {he con- 
ceived, and the hke did a Bear with ano- 
ther Maid he found alone in the Fields ; 
and an Ape likewiſe had two young ones by 
another : We read of another who walking 
by a River ſide was impregnated by a Fiſh 
that leaped out of the Water ; what 1s motit 
Difhicult in this for the Vulgar to conceive, 
is how it may be, that theſe Women ſhould 
be delivered of perfect Children, and with 
the uſe of Reaſon, ſeeing they were engen-* 
dred by Brute-Bealits. | 

To which is Anſwered, that the Seed of 
every of theſe Women was the Apent and 
Form-giver of the Child, as being the more 
Powertul, and therefore it figured them 


with the Lineaments of Human kind : ay 
the 


Art. IV. @The Tryal of Wits. 28x 
the Beaſts Seed,” ( not being of that Strength) 
{ſerved only for Nouriſhment, and no more. 
And that rhe Seed of theſe Irrational Crea- 
tures might yield Nouriſhment to Human 
Seed, 15 a matter eaſy to be conceived; for if 
cach of thele Women had eat a piece of the 
Bears Fleſh or Dogs boiled or roſted, ſhe 
would thereby have been Nouriſhed, though 
not Tſo well as it ſhe had eaten Lamb or 
Partridge. "The like happens to Hutnan Seed, 
whoſe real Nutriment in the formation of 
the Child 1s a Man's Seed : though that fail- 
ing, the Seed of Brute Beaſts might well ſup- 
ply its Place. But one thing theſe Hiſtories 
ipecify, 1s, that the young ones born from 
{uch Copulation, gave proof ( by their Man- 
ners and Conditions ) that they were not be= 
20t in the ordinaty courſe of Nature. 
From what has been ſaid, ( though we 
have digreſsd a little too far) we may now. 
draw an Anſwer to the principal Problem; 


- which is, that wiſe Mens Cluldren are in a 


manner alwavs form'd of the Mothers Seed, 
becauſe that of the Fathers, ( for reaſons al- 
ready alledged ) 1s not fruittul for Generati- 
on, ferving only in Generation tor the Alt- 
ment. And the Child that is formed of the 
Womans Seed, cannot be Witty or Ingent= 
ous by reaſon of the great coldneſs and mo1- 


{ture of rhe Sex, whence it 15 certain, that 


1 Child proving wite and diſcreet, by an in- 


ailible indication, was formy'd of the Fathers 
I 1 Sec. : 


*Prov.vy.x. 
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The Tryal of Tits. Art. .IV 
Seed: But if he be a Blockhead or Fool, it 
may be concluded that he was made of the 
Mothers Seed. To which the M/ijeman al- 
luded ſaying, * 4 wiſe Son maketh aplad F :- 
ther but a fooliſhSon us the heavineſs of his Mother, 
It may allo happen ( by ſome Accident ) 
that the Wiſe Man's Seed may be the Agent 
and Form-giver, and that of the Mother 
ſerve for Aliment. But the Child thus be- 
got will prove of {lender Capacity ; tor though 
cold and dry are two Qualities requiſite to 
the Underſtanding, yet they ought to keep a 
certain Meaſure and Quantity : which once 
exceeded, they do rather harm than good. 
As appears in very old Men, who through 
the abundance of Coldneſs and Dryneſs doat 
and fall into many Follies. Put caſe then 
that there yet remain ten years for a Wiſe 
| Man to live with a Coldneſs and Drynels ca- 
. pable of Reaſoning, yet that being expired, 
he will doat. It of ſuch a ones Seed -a 
Child be got, he will be till ten years old of 
great Ability ( having drawn a conveninet 
coldnelis and drynels trom the Father ) but 
at eleven years he will preſently begin to fail, 
having paſt the Pitch thoſe two. Qualities 
hold. Which we ſee by daily Experience 
in Children gotin old Age, who when Young 
are very Witty, but grown Men, are Fools, 
and {nort liv'd. The Reaſon is, they were 
tormed of che cold and dry Seed of a Man 
that had liv'd about halt his Race. 


Likes 


Art. V. @The Trpal of Wits. 
Likewiſe if the Father skill in the works 


of the Imagination ( through much Hear and 


Drynels ) "and be marricd, to a Woman 
cold and moiſt inche third Degree, the Child 
born from {uch a ConjunRion, will be an 
errant Blockhead, 1t he be form'd of the Fa- 
ther's Seed ; having layn 1n fo cold and moiſt 
a Womb, and havi ing been fed with ſuch 
Piſtemper 'd Blood. 

The contrary happens, the Father being a 
Fool, w'olſe Secd ordinarily is hot and EX= 
ceeding moilt, The Child then begot will 
be dull till fifteen years, 1o long as "he Par= 
takes of the ſupertiuous moiſture of the Fa- 
ther; but that being ſpent by the Courſe 
of Age it comes to a Comiſtence, ( when 
the Fool's Seed becomes more Temperate; 


and leſs Moitt. Yitalto helps the Wir to have 


been nine Mo: aths in aW omb {o little cold- 


and molt, as 1s Tha of a Woman cold and 
moiit 1a the firit Degree, whence” Proceeds 
{uch ſcarcity and want of Nouriſhment, 

Ali this ordinarily Nappe ns tor the Reaſons 
we have {peciied; bur there 1s aCertain Ra. e 
ol Men, whoſe Genitals are ofſuch for ce M- 
vizor, as they utterly ipoil rheir Alments of 
their 500d Qualities, Converting, them into 
their evil and grots Subitance. \Wv hence all 


the Children that are begor (though they 


ave cat delicate Meats) are dull and rude, 
7 TC are OtNers On the contrary, teeding 
0. Meats of grots and evil Temperament, 
Fi 2 are 
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The Tryal of Wits, Art. IV, 


are ſo Strong toovercome them, that though 
they cat Brawn or Bacon, they get very 
Witty Cluldren. And fo it 1s certain that 
there 1s a Race of Fools, and another of Wiſe 
Men, and others that ordinarily are born 
Blunt and void of Judgment. 

Some Doubts offer themſelves to thoſe that 
endeavour to pierce to the Root of this mat- 
ter: To which an Anſwer may be given, 
from what has been already ſaid. The firit 
15, Whence it comes that Baſtards for the moſt 
part reſemble their Fathers ? And of a hun- 
dred Legitimate, ninety bear the Figure and 
Conditions of their Mothers. 

The ſecond, Why Baſtards are generally 
Perſonable, Couragious and very Diſcreet * 

The third, What is the Caule, that if a 
light Woman prove with Child, though ſhe 
{wallow poyſon'd Doſes, to make her Mi- 
carry, and ottenlet Blood, yet {he never {lips 
her Child? But if a Married Woman be with 
Child by her Husband, upon every {light 
Accident, {he hghtly Milcarries. 

To the firſt doubt * Plato anſwers, afhirm- 


natura. Ing, that no Man of his own Accord 1s Evil, 


till firſt he be incited by his vitious 'Tempe- 
rament: Andalledges tor inſtance; Leachers, 
who by abounding in fruitful Seed, ſuffer 
many 1lluftions, and great Pains: And being 
moleited with that Paſhon, to crive it away, . 
Marry. 


Of 


Art. IV. The Tryal of Wits. 


Of ſuch Galerſays, that they have very hot 
and dry Inſtruments of Generation, and for 
this Cauſe, breed Seed very pricking and apt 
for Procreation. A Man then goes to ſeek 
a Woman, none of his own, andrepleniſhed 
with this iruttful, digeſted and well ſeaſoned 
Seed: Whence it follows of force the Gene- 
ration *muſt be made; becauſe where both 
are equal, the Man's Seed is of greater Eiti- 
cacy, and ita Boy be got of the Seed of ſucl: 
a Father, hewill reſemble him of courſe. 

The contrary happens in Legitimate-Chil- 
dren, for Married Men having their Wives 
always by their Sides, never regard to ripen 


their Seed, or make it Prolific, but rather up- 


on the leaſt Motion, diſcharge it with great 
Commotion and V 1olence : Whereas Wo- 
men lying quietin the ACt of Love, their Se- 
munal Veſlelsnever emit any.Seed, but what 
15 duly concocted and well ſeaſoned, and at- 
fords much in quantity. . Therefore Married 
Women always make the ergendring; and 
their Husbands Seed ſerves for Nouriſhment. 

But ſometimes it comes to pals that both 
yeeds are matched in equal Pertection ; and 
diſpute in ſuch a manner as neither one nor 
the other give the Formation ; fo as a Child 
is got that Ref-mbes neither Father nor Mo- 
ther. At other times they concur and part 


the Reſemblance between them, the Fathers - 


_ dee makes the Noſe and Eyes, and that of 
tne Mother, the Mouth and Forehead. 


Ii2 * Though 


The Tryal of Tits. Art. TV. 
Thouzh if the Fathers Seed wholly predomi- 
nate, the Child will be like him in Perſon and 
Manners ; and when the Mothers Secd pre- 
vails, the ſame Reaton holds aiike. 
Whereiore the Father that deſires the 


tor lome da ay's torbear his Wie, giving 1t 
time to CONCOC Ali ripen: and then itis cer- 
tain that © will take, and his Wives Seed 
{zrve ior Nourinment. 

The ſecond doub. (from what has been 
ſaid) bears littic 1il::culty; for Baitard- 
TH Chilar enare ord:narily made - of Seed hot and 
HEE dry;andof this Temperament ( as WE have of- 


«= 


TEES rage, ana a good Ima 281nation ; to which be- 


mW 2: longs Worldl: y Wildom. And by the Seeds 
2+, al cing auly concocted and well ſeatoned, Na- 
1 . ture "acts as ine picaſes, arawing them as It 
2: were with a Pencel, 6: 
HH - To the third Doubt may be anſwer'd, 
- that the conceiving of iight Women is almoſt 
alw, re eRro om the Man's Seed, which 
being drier and more prolihc, ſticks cloſer, 
and \rakes| firmer Root in: the Womb: 
Whercas in the Conception of Viarried Wo- 
men, which 1s wrou: *ht by their own Seed, 
LIC Child 1; CAL loofen d, the Seed by 17 
O11 og VWarcr £1, OF 45 £17 
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Child jEouid be made of his own Seed, mult 


de 9b Len prov q betore) proceeds Bravery andCou- 


Pl 9 of lee pes 


Art.'V. The Tryal of UUits, 


Article V. Rules tobe obſery a to preſerve 
Wit im Children after they are Born. 


P He Matter whereof Man is made is ſo. 
Alterable and ſubject to Corruption, 


that at the Inſtant he begins to be, he like- 
wiſe begins to Corrupt and Change without 
being able to help it. Whereupon it 1s faid, 


487 


Day. And therefore has Nature provided ev. 


there ſhould be in Human Bodies four Natu- 
ral Faculties, the A!rradive, Retentive, (ome 
cottive, and Expulſive: Which concocting 


and altering the Food we eat, come to re- 


pair the loſt Subſtance, by lubltitutng new 
in its Place. Whence we may underſtand 
that it will be of ſmall Advantage to have a 
Cluld form'd of delicate Seed, it Care be not 
taken of what he aiterwards Eats. Becauſe 


che Formation being fnyhed, there remains 


ro the Childno part of the Seminal Subſtance, 
whereof 1n the beginning he was fornvd. 
True it is that the farlt Seed (it well concocted 
and Seaſoned) 1s of {ſuch Force and V 1gor, 
that digeſting and altering the Meats, 1t 
makes them, (though evil and groſs) turn 
to his good Temperament and Subſtance : 
But we may fo tar uſe contrary Meats as the 
Child may loſe the good Qualities 1t receiv'd 
irom the Seed it was torm'd of at firit, 

Ita _ _ And 
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And therefore * Plato ſays, that oneof the 
things that molt contributes to the ruin of 
Wit in Man, and his good Manners, is, his 
bad Education, in Diet. For which reaſon 
he adviſes that we ſhould ove to Children 
Meats and Drinks delicate and of g g00d Tem- 
perament, that as they grow up they may 


reject the Il and embrace the Good. The 
Reaſon hereof is very clear ; for if the Brain 


was form'd at firitot delicate Seed, and that 
1mpairingand conuming every day, mult be 
{upphed irom the Meat we eat. bure it 15, it 
theſe be groſs and of ill Temperament, and 
eaten many Days together, the Brain will 
be converted into the ſame Nature; and 
therefore 1t 15 not enough that the Child be 
torn d of good Seed, if the Meats he eats 
( after heis born ) have not the ſame Quali- 
t:ES. 
What theſe are, will be no Diffic: ulcy to 
evidence, allowing the Greeks to have been 


the difcreetell Mea in the World, and that 


in their ſearch aſter Meats to make their 
Children Witty and Wiſe, they found the 


 Beſtand moſt Appropriate: Forif the ſubtil 


and delicate Wit conlitts in the Brains being 
compoied ot Parts {ubtil and of good 'Tem- 


_ perament, the Meats that ( above all others) 


partake of thele two Qualities, will be the 
ftteir to ule, tor obtaining our End, 
Goats Milk ( mingted with Honey ) (ate; 
Ays inthe Opinion ot all the Greet Phylitians, 


5 
\%. | i5 | 


the Greeks drew the Cheeſe and the Whey 
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Water, with Hony and a little Salt, and in 


Art. V. The Tryal of Wits. 439 


is the beſt Food whatever eaten by Men, 

for (beſides that it has a moderate Subſtance) 

the Heat thereof exceeds not the Cold, nor 
the Moiſt the Dry. Theretore we ſaid ( a 

few Pages before) that Fathers who earnelt- 

ly aim to get a Wile Son, Perſonable and of 

{weet Diſpoſitions, mult eat fix or ſeven 

days before- Copulation much Goats-Milk 

mingled with Honey. 

But though this Food be good as Galer 
fays, it makes more for the Wit that the 
Meats be of ſubtil Parts than of moderate 
Subſtance;tor how much the finer the Matter 
i51n the Nouriſhment of the Brain, ſo much. 
the more 1s the Wit ſharpned. "Therefore 


trom the Milk { whichare the two groſs Ele- 
ments of its Compoſition ) and lett the Butter, 
which 'is of the nature of Air. This they 
oave Children to eat, mingled with Honey, 
with intent to make them Wie and Ingeni- 
ous. And that this 1s true appears clearly in 
what Homer relatesin his xth 1/ag. Tt 
Beſides this Food, the Children eat Crack- 
nels made of White-Bread, of very delicate 


ftead of Vinegar ( which is nought and hurt- 
tul to the Underſtanding ) they added there- | 
to Butter of Goats-Milk, whoſe 'Lempera- 
ment and Subſtance 1s Appropriate to Wit. 
Though in this Regiment there 1s a great 
Inconvenience ; which is, that enuring o_ 
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dren to Meats ſo delicate, they will be leſs 
hardy to rel[1{t the Injuries of the Air, nor 
be ſo able to defend themſelves from other 
Accidents that may make them Indiſpos'd, 
And lo to make them Wie, they are rear'd 


with little Health, and live nor long. 


'This Difficulty requires of us, how Child- 
ren may be rear*'d Witty and Wile, and thar, 
yet the ſame Art may not impair their 
Health. Which will be eaſy to concert , if 
Fathers venture to put in Practice fome Rules 


and Precepts which I {hall preſcribe. And 


becauſe nice People are miſtaken in Educat- 
ing their Children, and they are ever harp- 


_ ing on this Matter. I will firſt give the Rea- 


ion why their Children, ( tho? they have 
Maſtersand Tutors, and themſelves ply their 
Books ſo hard ) make fo little Progreſs in 
Learning? And how they may Remedy 
this, and that without {hortning their Lives 
or impairing their Healths. | 
Eight things ſays Hippocrates moiſten and 
fatten the Fleſh of Man. The firſt, to be 
Idle and live at Eaſe. The ſecond, to Sleep 
much. "The third, to lie on atoit Bed. The 
fourth, to Fare well. The fifth, to be we! 


Clad and Accoutred. The {ixth, to be ai- 


ways on Horſe-back. The ſeventh, to have 
EKTTNH The ejoht] h oaoed | 

our Wil. 1e eighth, to be engaged 11 
Plays and Paſtimes, and in things that con. 


renr and pleaſe Us. All which areſo mant- 


teita Truth, that if drppocrates had not {aid 
:,n0 Man could deny it. Only 


Art. V. The Tryal of Tits. 


Only we may doubt whether the Nice | 


obſerve always this manner of Life ; but if 
it be true that they do, we may well con- 
clude that their Seed is very moiſt, and that 
the Children begot thereot will of Courſe 
be bora with ſuperfluous and redundant 


Moiſture, which ought to be Diſcuſſed and 


Conſumed ; firſt, as that Quaiity tends to 
tie deftruction of the Operations of the Ra- 
tional Soul; and next, as Phyſicians fay, 
becauſe it ſhortens Lite, and impairs the 
Health. 

According to this, good Wit, and bodily 
Health require one and the ſame Quality, 
which is Dryneſs ; and therefore the Pre- 
cepts and Rules we are to lay down tor 
making Children Wiſe, will be no leſs con- 
ducing to their Health and long Lite. | 

It will be convenient then as ſoon as the 
Child is born of Parents that are Nice and 
Delicate ( ſuppoſing it's Fleſh colder and 
moiiter than 1s convenient for Child-hood Y 
'0 waſh it in falt hot Water, which (1n the 
Opinion of all * Phyſicians ) drys and hard- 


* Hippo. 
lib. I. de 


ens the Fleſh, confirms the Sinews, andiiera. 


makes the Child ſtrong and manly: And by 
waſting the ſuperfluous Moifture of the Brain, 
Nakes him Witty, and frees him trom ma- 
5v dangerous + Diſeaſes. On the contrary, 
i1e Bath being of freſh hot Water, for that 
tne ſame moittens the Fleſh, ſays || fippo- 
rates, breeds Five evils : Effeminacy of Fleſh, 


Weakneſs 


7 Lib.I. ad 
Glau. c. ix. 


[| VI. Aph. 
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The Tryal of Tits. Art. V. 
Weakneſs of the Sinews, Dulneſs of Wit, a Flux 
of Blood, and Failure of Courage. 

But if the Child come into the World 
with too much Drynels, it 1s convenient tg 
waſh him often in freſh hot Water, and thus 
* Fppocrates dires, to Bath Children long in 
warm Water, to prevent Convulſins, to make 
them grow apace, and be of better Complexton, 
It 1s certain this is to be meant of Children 
that are born Dry, whoſe evil Tempera- 
ment 15 neceſſary to be corrected by recourſe 
to the contrary Qualities. 

The Germans (ſays Gale ) have a Cu- 
ſtom to Bath their New-born Children in a: 
River, conceiting that as the Iron glowing 
out of the Furnace, 15 made ſtronger by 
dipping it in cold Water ; even ſo the Child 
reeking from the Mothers Womb, is ren- 
der'd of greater Force and V 1gor, by waſh- 
ing him 1n cold Water. 

This is condemn'd by Galey as a beaſtly 
Praftice, and he has Reaſon, for put the 
Caſe, that by this way the Skin is hardned 
and cloſed, and not ſo eaſily expoſed to the 
Injuries of the Air, yet it 1s offended by the 
Excrements of the Body, through which 
for want of ts being open and pervious, they 
cannot Sweat and pals out. 

A better and more ſecure Expedient 1s, tO 


*% 


Bath the Children ( that abound in Mot- 


{ture ) in falt hot Water; torby waſting in 
them the ſuperfluous Moilture , they _ 
; 1. mace 
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made very Healthy, and by cloſing the Pores, 
they will not ſuffer by any Accident what- 
ever; nor will their Excrements be fo {hut 
up, that the Paſſages may not open to let 
them out. And Nature is ſo forcible, that if 
ſhe can't find a common Way, ſhe will tind - 
out another to ſerve the Turn. And when 
all others fail, ſhe knows how to make new 
Ways, to expel what offends her. And thus 
of two Extremes it 15 more convenient for 
Health, to have the Skin hard and ſome- 
what clos*d, than too tender and open. 

The ſecond ' Thing requird 1s, that ſoon 
aſter the Child 1s born, he ſhould be made 
acquainted with the Winds, and change of 
Air, and not kept {till lockt up in a Chamber, 
becauſe that will render it Tender, Eftemi- 
nate, Fooliſh, Feeble, and in three Days it 
w1ll die. Nothing ſays * Heppocrates ſo much * Lib. de 
debilitates the Body as to be always 1n warm re, locis 
Places, immured from Heat and Cold. Nor ©*: 
do's any thing conduce more to Health, 
than freely to expoſe the Body to all Winds, 

Hot, Cold, Moiſt and Dry: Which made 
Þ+ Ariſtotle ask, Whatthe Reaſonis why thoſe + x1. 
that live in Champion Countries, are more $. prob. 
Healthy, and of a better Complexion than 
thoſe that dwell in Marſhes ? And the Diſfi- 
culty encreaſes the more, confidering the hard 
Lite they lead, fleeping on the Ground in 
their Clothes in open Air, againſt the Sun, 
the Cold, or Water, faring withal fo coarſly. 

The 
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The Tryal of Wits, Art. V. 
The ſame may be demanded of Shepherds, 
who are the Healthie:t of ail Men, and the 
Reaſon is, becauſe they have made a League 
with all the Qualities of the Air, and ſhrink 
at nothing. On the Contrary, we plainly 
ſee, that a Man affecting to be Nice, and to 
be on his Guard againſt the Sun, the Cold, 
the Serene, and the Wind, in three Days 1s 
a dead Man : Therefore it may well be ſaid, 
W hoſoever ſhall ſave his Life, ſhall loſe it : Be- 
cauſe no Man is proof againſt all the Changes 
of the Air : And therefore it's better to Ac- 
cuſtom ones felt to all, that a Man may not 
be in Pain, or always in Suſpence. 
The Error of the Vulgar hes, in thinking 
that the Child is born ſo tender and delicate, 


that it cannot bear paſhng from it's Mothers 


Belly (where there 1s {o much Heat) into 
the Region of rhe- cold Air, without great 
Damage. Bur they are utterly miſtaken : 
For tho? Germany be fo Cold, they throw 


their Children * Ol Into the River, and 


tho? *tis ſo Beaſtly an Attion, it neither do's 
them harm, nor kills them. 

'The third Thing convenient to be done, 
1s to find out a young Nurle, of a hotand 


dry Conttitution ; or according to our Do- 


Ctrin, cold and moilt in the firit Degree, 1n- 
ured to Hardſhip ; us'd to lie on the bare 


Ground, a ſpare Feeder, and poorly Clad, 


and ſealoned with all torts of Weather. Such 


a one will have {found Milk, as being accu- 
itom'd 
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ſtom'd to all Changes of Air, and the Child L 
brought up by her many Days together, will | 
become well-limbed and lulty. And it ſhe [ 
be Diſcreet and Prudent, the fame will be of 
much advantage to his Wit , becauſe her 
Milk is very hot and dry : Which two Qua- | 
lities correct the ſuperfluous Coldneſs and | | 
Moiſture the Child drew from the Womb. ,Þ 
How much it imports for the Child's 6 
Strength to ſuck ſuch a Milk, well exercifed, 
plainly appears in Colts foaled from Mares 
trained to the Plow and Harrow , which 
prove the fleeteſt Courlers, and endure long- 
eſt in Labour. Bur 1t their Dams run up 
and down idle in Paſtures, they flag after 
the firit Carter. - 
The Order then to be oblerv'd with the 
Nurle 1s to take her home, four or five 
Months before the Birth, and to give her 
the fame Meats to eat that the Lying-1n- 
| Mother uled, that ſhe may have time to 
| ipend the Blood and bad Humors made by 
the T-Meats ſhe eat before, to the end, 
the Child (as ſoon as it 1s born ) may fuck 
the hike Milk to that it drew 1n the Mo- 
| thers Belly, at leaft made from the fame 
| MES. | 
The fourth is, not to accuſtom the Child * 76ear 3ur 
tO {leep on a ſoft Bed, nor to load him with 972%), 
Clothes, nor to cram him too much : For enob. 
, theſe three Things ſays * Hippocrates, dry a 
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The Tryal of Tits. Art. V. 
fll and firetch it. And in ſo doing, - the 
Child will be of great Wit, very Healthy, 
and long Liv'd, by reaſon of his Drynels. 
And from the contrary, he will prove Fair; 
Fat, full of Blood, and Blockiſh. Which 
Conſtitution * Hippocrates calls Athletic, e- 
{teeming it very dangerous. 

According to this Receipt and Order of 
Lite the wiſeſt Man that ever was 1n the 
World was educated, (that was Chr:/# our 
Redeemer, as far as he was Man) faving that 
being born in Nazareth his Mother may be 
had no Salt-water at hand, to Bath him. 
But this was a Cuſtom of the Jews, and of 
all Aſia beſide, introduced by ſome s$kiltul 
Phyſicians for the good of Iniants. And no 
leſs ſpoke the Prophet + Ezech. And as for thy 
Nativity in the day thou waſt born, thy Navel 
was not cut, neither waſt thou waſht in Water, 
to ſapple thee ; thou waſt not Salted at all, nor 
Swadled at all, — 

But as touching the Reſt, fo ſoon as he 
was Born , he began to make Friend{hip 
with the Cold, and other Changes of the 
Air. . His firſt Bed was on the Farth, and 
he was poorly Clad, as if he would ob- 
lerve Heppocrates's Receipt. A tew Days 
after they went with him to Egypt ( a place 
very hot) where he ren all the time 
that Herod liv'd: His Mother going, after 
this manner could not bur give him a Mils 
well excercisd and made in all Changes of 
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The Meat they gave him, was the ſame 
the Greeks preſcrib'd, to give Wit and Wit- 
dom to their Chz/arez, This as we iaid be- 
fore, was the Butteriſh part of the Milk, 
eat with Honey. And 1o ſaid * Eſazas, But- 
ter and Honey [hall he eat, that he may know to 
refuſe the Evil, and chaſe the Good, 

From which Words it appears that the 

Prophet gives us to underſtand, that tho? he 
was the true God, he was jointly a perte& 


Man : And that to acquire Natural Wit, he 


was to ule the ſame Means as other of the 
Sons of Men. Tho? this 1s diihicult to con- 
ceive, and 1s very ſtrange to think, that in 
25 much as Chriſt our Redeemer eat Butter 
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and Honey ( being a Child ) he ſhould 


thenceforward know how to refute the Evil, 


and chuſe the Good when Adult; God be-' 


ing ( as he 1s ) of infinite Wiſdom, and hav- - 


ing even him ( as he was Man ) all the in- 


fugd Knowledge he could receive, accord- 


ings to his Natural Capacity. 'Theretore it 
1s certain he knew all out as much 1n his 
Mothers Womb, as when he arriv'd at thir- 
ty three Years of Age, Without eating But- 
ter and Honey, or borrowing help trom any 
Natural Means requiſite tor Human Wi 


_ dom. | 
All this notwithſtanding, 1t is of great 
Force that the Prophet ſhould aſhgn him the 


lame Food the Greeks and Trojans were ac- 
cuitomed to give their Children, to render 
K k them 
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them Witty and Wiſe : And for that he ſays, 


That he may know to refuſe the Evil, and chuſe 
the Good, we are to underſtand that by 
means of theſe Aliments, Chriſt our Re- 
deemer (as he was Man ) obtain'd more 
exquiſite Wiſdom than he ſhould have pol- 
ic{s'd had he uſed other contrary Meats : 
For {o there. 1s need to explain the particle 
{ That } toknow, what he meant when he 


ſpoke in thoſe Terms. We are to preſup- 


poſe then that in Chriſt our Redeemer there 
were two Natures ( as the Truth 1s and our 
Faith teaches ) the one Divine, as he was 
God ; and the other Human,compounded of a 
Rational Soul, and Elementary Body, fodif- 
pos'd and organiz'd, as other of the Sons of 
Men. 
As concerning the firſt Nature weare not 
to treat of the Wiſdom of our Lord Chriſt, 
becauſe it was Inknite, without Increaſe or 
Diminution, and without depending on any 
other thing more than his being God ; and 
ſo he was as Wiſe in his Mothers Womb, 
as he was at thirty three Years of Age, and 
even as he was from all Eternity. But as to 
what concerns his ſecond Nature, you are 
to know, that the Soul of Chrift, from the 
:nftant. that God created it, was as Happy 
and Glorious, as 1t1s at this Day : and ſince 
it enjoyed God and his Wiſdom ; ſure it 
15 that there was no Ignorance in him, but 
rhar he had fo muci Infus'd Knowledge as 
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his Natural Capacity was capable of : But 
withal it 15 no leſs certain, that according as 
Glory d1d not communicate it felt to all the 
Parts of the Body ( in reſpe&t of the Re- 


demption of Mankind ) no more did Wif- 


dom Infuſed communicate 1t ſelf; for the 
Brain was not diſpos'd and organiz'd with 
the Qualities and Subſtance neceſſary to 
the end the Soul might with ſuch an In- 
{trument Diſcourſe and Philolophiſe. For 
if you call to mind, what we delivered in 
the beginning of this Work, that the 
Graces gratis given which God beſtowed 


upon Men do require ordinarily that the | 


Inſtrument with which they are to be ex- 
ercis'd, and the Subject into which they 


are to be received, contain the Natural Qua- 
lities requiſite for every ſuch Grace. And 


the reaſon is, becauſe the Rational Soul 1s 
an Act of the Body, and works not 
without the Mediation of Corporal Or- 


gans. 
The Brain of our Lord Chrift, ( when 


a Child, and New-born ) had much Moy- 


[ture, for at that Age it 1s but requilite 


and a Natural Thing ; but through ex- 


ceeding in Quantity, his Rational Soul could 
not naturally Diſcourſe or Philoſophiſe with 
iuch an Inſtrument. And ſo Infus'd Know- 
ledge paſſed neither to the Corporal Me- 
mory, nor to the Imagination, nor Un- 
Cerſtanding ; becauſe thole three are Orga- 
K k 2 NIC 
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nic Powers {/ as we have already prov'd ) 
and enjoy not rheir due Perfection. But 
the Brain drying with Time and riper 
Age, the Rational Soul daily di{cover'd 
more and more the Infusd Knowledge it 
had , and Communicated the flame to the 
Cor boral Faculties. 

Now belides this Supernatural Know- 
ſe  ledee, it had atfo another gathered from 
end a things Children hear , "166, ſmell , taſt and 
2 touch ; and this (1 is certain J our Lord 
Wy Chrift attained like other of the Sons of 


—_ 4 p » Men. And like as to ice things clearly, he 
EF 7 2: 7212. food in nced of good Eyes ; and for hear: 
{+7 + Guat >h ins of Sounds, of F00d Ears; ; 10 alfo he 
WAG =. {tood in need of a 500d Brain © diſtin- 


IV. & 9, ouih between Good and Evil. And fo it 
it ar Il-1s {tyre that by eating ſuch delicate Meats, 
his Head was daily better organz'd, and 

obtained more Wiſdom. Afﬀer ſuch a man- 
£1 ncr as if God had taken from him Intusd 
"* Yl _ kr Seder , thrice in the Courſe of Tus 
T6 L ite} (to! 7nd what he had Acquir'd ) we 
{hah tind that at Ten Years he knew more 
than at Five, at Twenty more than at 'Len, 
ml jat Thirty Three more than at Twen- 


ry. | 
And that this Doftrin is true and Catholic, 
the very Letter of the Text of the Goſpel 
3 Lie, PrOVCsS, laymg, * And} jefas eacreafed 1 Wiſ- ; 
Pp I dom and Siature, and in : Pane with God and 
- ZETA (}{ "many *: itholuc Senſes which Ho-= 
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iy Writ may bear, I ever eſteem that that 
follows the Letter, better than that which 
takes away from the Terms and Words 
their Natural Import. 
: What Qualities and Subſtance the Brain 
ought to have, we have already noted, 

( from the Opinion of Heraclitns ) that Dry- 
; rieſs makes the Wifeſt Soul; and from * Ga- * Lib. art. | 
{e's Opinion we have prov'd , that the TEd-c. xil. 
| | Brain composg'd of avery delicate Subſtance 
makes a very fine Wat. 
if 
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This Dryneſs our Lord acquir'd by Age, 
becauſe from the Day of our Birth to 
. that of our Death, we daily grow to 
: more Dryneſs and waſte of Fleſh, and ſo 
. | to greater Knowledge. The ſubtile and 
- | delicate parts of his Bram were improv*d 
, | by cating the Meats mention'd by the 
| Prophet Eſaias. For if every Moment there 
” be need of new Nouriſhment and Repair 
| FF of the loſt Subftance, and this 15s to be. 
cficcted with Meats , "and no other way, 
z furc it 1s that if he had always ted on 
| Beet or Pork, in a {ſhort time his Brain 
Would have "been groſs and of ill Tem- 
grament ; with which his Rational Soul 
would not have been able to have refasd 
the Evil and choſen the Good, but by way 
ot Mi TI and employing of his Divini- 
ty. But God leading him Dy Natural 


Mea ordered that he {hould cat thoſe 
"= | tle. 
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The Tryal of Wits. Art. V. 
delicate Meats, with which ( his- Brain 
being nouriſhed) was made an Inftru- 
ment ſo well organiz?d, as even without 
the uſe of Divine or Infus'd Knowledge, 
he mjght Naturally refuſe the Evil and 
chuſe the Good ; like the reſt of the Sons 


of Men. 
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